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Аннотация
It is estimated that in the USA alone around five to seven million citizens have been involved in a "cult" at some point in their lives This book describes the history of cults, delving into their more gruesome aspects and documenting the horror perpetrated by brainwashed members manipulated by the messianic charisma of their leaders.
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Introduction
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It is estimated that in the US alone around five to seven million citizens have been involved in a �cult� at some point in their lives and approximately 180,000 new members are recruited every year. Numbers are much lower in the UK. Cultic statistics are rather ambiguous as firstly it is extremely difficult to define what a cult actually is and secondly many groups are underground associations that do not make their membership numbers available or do not even record them. Nevertheless every country has groups and movements that worry the non-involved inhabitants, but the question is, is there a need for concern?
DEFINING�THE�WORD��CULT�
The word cult and the usage of such a word can be highly controversial as it is always people on the outside of the specific group or movement who deem it a �cult�.
The word has many meanings, and a dictionary definition shows just how intricate it really is. The Oxford Modern English Dictionary defines the word as:
� cult��1.�a�system�of�religious�worship,
esp.�as�expressed�ritual.�
2.�a�devotion�or homage�to�a)�person�or�thing�(the�cult�of
aestheticism).�b)�a�popular�fashion,�esp.
followed�by�a�specific�section�of�society.�
3. (attrib.)�denoting�a�person�or�thing�popularized
in�this�way�(cult�film�or�cult�figure).
A definition more specific to religious movements, that can be found on the Victims of Violence website, states that a cult is:
a religious movement which makes a fundamental break with the religious traditions of the culture and which is composed of individuals who had or seek mystical experience.
Throughout modern times the word cult has meant anything from a fad of a certain era, such as the mods and rockers of the �60s or the Acid House movement of the late �80s and early �90s, to certain eating habits such as the Atkins Diet or vegetarianism. The word is often given to things that become popular very quickly and then just as rapidly, fade out.
Certain alternative, non mainstream film and music genres have what is deemed �a cult following�, but it is always the lack of understanding by people who are not involved that label such things so and the word always becomes associated with difference.
The majority of non mainstream religious groups are also negatively deemed cults as they are offering ideas and practices that are so alien to the majority that it is hard to understand what draws people to their teachings. Whenever the word cult is used within a religious sense it always denotes negative feeling. But for the purpose of categorization, sometimes the word cult is the only word that will do.
CULTS�AND�RELIGION
No one believes that the religious movement or hobby that they are interested in is a cult as they see their beliefs or interests as completely normal. Even within each specific group of people there are many individuals with opposing views and feelings to one another.
The problem is that the word has the tendency to cluster many extremely different ideas and movements under one banner and connotations of �weird behaviour� and �brain washing� become rife. In her book Cults, Shirley Harrison reiterates this point:
No one ever considers their own religion a cult. Christian Scientists are offended to find themselves linked with the Unification Church, Jehovah�s Witnesses will not preach to the likes of Scientologists. If you are a Muslim you regard the Baha�i Faith with disdain. If you practise Transcendental Meditation you are not following a specific religion at all. The Church of Christ believes that mainstream Christianity has departed from the teachings of Jesus. The truth is that neither the word cult, nor the softer alternative �New Religious Movement�, can be applied to all these groups. Each is different. Very few are all bad.
The word causes ongoing debates and questions, such as: why should The Branch Davidians be called a cult but Christians or Jehovah�s Witnesses not, when both groups can be defined as a �system of religious worship�?
Maybe it becomes easier to call a religious group or movement a cult after an event that has rocked them and brought their ideas negatively into the mainstream as it is these events that have given other peace loving harmless groups a bad name.
Although the word cult has been used in conjunction with modern culture, the idea of cults and sects is by no way a new notion. Cults, in some form or another, have been around since the beginning of religion. There have always been offshoots and movements that have not been accepted by the majority due to their fanaticism and instead have been negatively described as unorthodox or spurious.
Back in the time of the Crusades, around 1118, a knight of the First Crusade, Hugh de Payens, founded �The Templars�. The Templars consisted of ten knights who stayed in the holy land after the crusade and provided escort for pilgrims travelling from Jaffa to Jerusalem. Over the years this small group of �do-good� knights grew in numbers, in fame and in power. By the Second Crusade they had gained the right to wear a red cross, the symbol of God, on their white mantles. But with fame and fortune also came stories that The Templars were rash and aggressive, with the best spy network in the Middle East. They soon spread as far as Europe and owned huge amounts of land that they used to earn revenue that could be sent back to their Templar brothers in the East.
The knights soon became a worry for monarchies and governments around the world, and whether or not they were doing anything bad did not seem to matter, they were seen as a threat, especially to those in power. By 1307, the King of France, Philip the Fair had the majority of Templars arrested on charges that ranged from sodomy to witchcraft and with the help of propaganda it wasn�t long before the public had turned completely against them.
This can be related to many modern day groups, it just takes a few pieces of bad press for a whole movement and ideology to be seen as a threat to society, just because the ideas they are teaching or the way in which the group are living are not �the norm�.
CULTS�THAT�BECAME�DESTRUCTIVE
On the flip side, there are groups which are tarred with the description of cult as they are a danger to people and society as a whole.
Thuggee was an Indian cult in the 16th century that was made up of Muslim and Hindu members who worshiped Kali, the Goddess of Destruction. They were responsible for the assassination of travellers for monetary gain and each murder was completed in an extremely ritualistic fashion. The Thugs believed it was their religious duty to commit such atrocities, and a holy and honourable profession.
It was because of their fanatical belief and worship to Kali that the Thugs had become such dangerous people, who really believed that there was nothing wrong with what they were doing. In this respect the Thugs could be seen as a dangerous cult that needed to be stopped.
In recent times there has been an uprise in alternative religions and beliefs. This has had a lot to do with travel becoming easier, the movement and amalgamation of cultures have seen people exposed to many foreign theories and practices that are subsequently moulded into something new. Even something such as Yoga has made people in the West spiritually aware of a very Eastern practice which 60 or 70 years ago would not have been so accessible.
The practice of a non-mainstream religion or of a new belief that is not common is not the problem, as humans should be free to choose what they believe in, if anything. The problems with �cult activity� come when people are sucked into a group that has a detrimental effect on their health and also on their brain and thought process which ends in them either killing themselves of others. These groups could be termed �destructive cults�. Groups, such as the Branch Davidians, Aum Shinrikyo and The Order of The Solar Temple were perfectly respectable groups, with the best intentions that for whatever reason ran out of control. Even after events such as mass suicide, many survivors of these destructive cults still praise their leaders, but is that because they were so severely brainwashed that they will never again think for themselves?
It is a myth that destructive cults prey on emotionally low people of low intelligence in need of guidance. Through various studies and personality breakdowns of former cult members we can see that an alcoholic divorcee has just as much potential of becoming involved in a life changing movement as a university professor. Although there is not one single personality type for people who join cults, in the West common traits are: middle class, white, non-religious and around 18 to 30 years of age, who are in a transitional phase in their lives.
It could even be argued that cults that embark on mass suicide should be left to it as they are all adults who can think for themselves. But it is never as easy as that as many times children are either brought into a group by their parents or are born into such a movement. It is the children who need rescuing as they know no different and are not able to make their own choices.
The problem with destructive cults is that people can be recruited dishonestly and new members are manipulated into conforming to certain rules and regulations that take away their freedom and interaction with family and friends on the outside. It can be extremely hard to distinguish between a destructive cult and a cult that is in fact just a radical new movement as leaders can come across as very saint-like and angelic who convince their members that they are going to feed the hungry and clothe the poor.
As soon as a group takes away your opinion to exercise your God-given privilege of free-will, it is a cult that definitely has the potential to be destructive and evil.



Section�One:�Cult�Suicides



The�Heaven�s�Gate�Ufo�Cult
Mass�suicide�in�San�Diego
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The hHaven�s Gate were known by various names during their 22 years of existence. At the beginning they did not even have a name, therefore it was people outside the cult who first christened them. A sociologist who studied them in the early years referred to them as the �Bo and Peep UFO Cult� and media articles often referred to them as �HIM� � Human Individual Metamorphosis. Yet it wasn�t until a couple of years prior to the end of their existence in 1997 that the group settled on Heaven�s Gate as a name, the name they had been using for their website.
Marshall Heff Applewhite was born in Spur, Texas in 1931 and had studied at various institutes before finally dropping out to follow a career in music. At the beginning this career path looked rather promising when he became music director at the First Presbyterian Church in Gastonia before obtaining the post Professor of Music at St. Thomas University in Houston. Things took a turn for the worse in 1972 when he was dismissed from his post due to a scandal involving a male student. This incident ruined both his career and his relationship with his family. Applewhite subsequently suffered a mental breakdown and signed himself into a psychiatric ward in order to �be cured of his homosexuality�. It was at this vulnerable time in Applewhite�s life that he met nurse Bonnie Lu Nettles. Applewhite felt that his sexuality was secure with Nettles and their relationship, although intense, was strictly platonic.
Bonnie Nettles was born in 1927, little is known about her background apart from her interest in metaphysical studies. She was a member of the Theosophical Society and had an avid interest in channelling. In contrast, Applewhite came from a traditional Christian family upbringing with a father who had been a Presbyterian minister � he had always been interested in religion but it wasn�t until he started hearing voices in his head that he became hungry for more. Nettles used Applewhite�s vulnerability to benefit her thoughts and beliefs by magnifying his delusions and although they had many differences in nurture, they soon discovered a mutual interest in UFOs, the paranormal and science fiction.
BO�AND�PEEP
A year after their chance encounter the couple began wandering around the American West living a rather nomadic lifestyle. They cut themselves off virtually from all other human existence and submerged themselves in a private world of visions and metaphysics. Having plenty of time for contemplation and reflection it was at this point that they decided they were the two witnesses written about in the Book of Revelations. Their belief drew on an ideology that they were two prophets whose destiny it was to die and be reborn. They had many childlike nicknames for their duo such as �Bo and Peep� �Guinea and Pig� and �Ti and Do� and to this day cult and theological analysts are still trying to work out what the reasons behind the names are.
�The Two�, as they also referred to themselves, embarked on creating a hybrid religion that was a mixture of Christianity, Theosophical teachings and the paranormal. They often reportedly had contacts with beings from other planets whom would tell them to �abandon their worldly pursuits�. The Book of Revelations went on to state that after 1,260 days of showing their witnesses the truth, their enemies would attack and kill them. This event would be followed by their rise to heaven by cloud. The cloud would take the form, Applewhite believed, of a UFO.
TWO�BECOME�HIM
It didn�t take long for �The Two� to start attracting media attention, many people who had the same thoughts and beliefs as them but who maybe needed a little guidance to act upon it started to join them on their walkabout.
Applewhite educated his followers into believing that himself and Nettles were representatives from the �higher level� of existence who had taken on a human form at this lower level in order to guide aspirants through the journey to the higher level of existence.
At one point, with around 200 recruits in tow, Bo and Peep spilt the members into small groups with vague instructions regarding preparation for the resurrection. Bo and Peep disappeared into the wilderness, and for about six months small groups of their followers were roaming the country awaiting news from their leaders.
After half a year of nomadic wandering, news came that Bo and Peep could be reached at a post office box in Mississippi. Within a few months, around one hundred followers had reassembled behind a much more mature leadership.
By the beginning of the �80s �The Two� had become �HIM� with around 50 or 60 solid members. The group wandered around the Mid West before making camp near Laramie, Wyoming. They were an extremely peaceful and contemplative group of people who were dedicated to their cause � more likened to monks than a cult. Over time, more and more rules were being thought up by Bo and Peep, and members � their sheep � were strictly regulated by what was termed the �Process�. They yearned to eliminate sex and all human emotion from themselves and their followers. It was almost as though because Applewhite had such a problem dealing with his own emotion and desire that he felt such feelings should be deleted from existence.
Followers came and went but �HIM� maintained a hardcore following, and through members inheritances the group managed to set up two residencies, one in Texas and the other in the Rockies.
LIFE�AFTER�TI
In 1985 Nettles, (who had actually been rechristened �Ti� to Applewhite�s �Do� at this point) at the age of 57, died of liver cancer. In Applewhite�s eyes Nettles had always been his superior and from the day of her death he started to refer to her as his �heavenly father�. He told his followers that Nettles was definitely an advanced member of the higher level and reported right up until his own death in 1997 that he was in constant communication with her.
Applewhite continued to sail his ship onwards and upwards so to speak. He lectured followers that if they wished to board the spaceship to heaven they would have to embark on even more disciplined training. His disciples had to give up practically everything, including family, friends, alcohol, tobacco and sex. Applewhite was surgically castrated and five of his male followers followed suit.
The group adopted a whole range of space related jargon in order to describe their ideas. Applewhite was the Captain and his followers were the crew. Food turned into �fuel� and their bodies were the �physical vehicles� that would help take them to the heavenly space ship. Members wore identical uniforms which consisted of collarless monotone tunics, Nike� trainers and, male and female alike, all had cropped hair cuts. Their tunics were disturbingly similar to something that could easily be associated with a sci-fi television programme such as Star Trek, and it is believed that many of the group�s members were in fact avid sci-fi fans.
According to Applewhite, the Bible provided an array of proof regarding what their ideologies entailed. Passages from the four gospels and the Book of Revelations could apparently be interpreted to show references to UFO visitation.
As the years went by each of the members individuality lessened. They had been given new names by Applewhite which helped crumble their sense of past, they were no longer the people they had once been, they had been completely brainwashed for the cause of the higher level. This mind-control was supported by members being assigned a partner. If one half of the pair was falling out of the much needed mind-set the other crew member was there to put them back on track. The individual thought process had been predominantly wiped out, except maybe the individual thoughts of Applewhite himself.
NEW�RECRUITS
In the early �90s the group came out of seclusion and began a campaign to get their message across to as many people as possible. They recorded video messages, held open meetings and lectures, took out advertisements in national newspapers and set up their own website called Heaven�s Gate. The website allowed access to the group�s sacred text: How and When Heaven�s Gate May Be Entered and also contained essays by both Applewhite and his students explaining their theories and where they were going. An �Earth Exit Statement� posted on the site by a student named Glnody discusses the dominant and corrupt governments of the world and how due to technology there is no longer such a thing as freedom on earth. It was around the time that their website went live that they started loosely calling their movement Heaven�s Gate . . .
In 1993 news broke of an incident at Waco, Texas where 81 members of the Branch Davidian sect including leader David Koresh had died in a fire after a 51-day siege with ATF and FBI agencies. This caused Applewhite to panic about his own cause, Heaven�s Gate already felt disassociated from governments and forces, so guns were purchased and stored in preparation for an attack. By 1995 they had built a cement strong hold but a message from Nettles advised Applewhite to abandon such attempts at war. Applewhite believed that their cause was far greater than anything that had gone before it.
HALE-BOPP
Another event happened in 1995 that caused Applewhite to sit up and take note. Two astronomers, who were hundreds of kilometres apart at the time, were looking at the globular cluster M70 when they noticed a fuzzy object come into view. It soon became apparent that they had both fallen upon a previously undiscovered comet within seconds of each other. It was given the name of Hale-Bopp due to the surnames of the two discoverers and was to become the most photographed comet of all time. Hale-Bopp was such an amazing discovery as it was visible to the naked eye for over a month. The comet was estimated to be between 40 and 100 kilometres wide, and was described as a dirty snow ball with an extremely long gassy tail. From the day of its discovery Hale-Bopp became rather a mystical comet and reports started to circulate that there was more to it than science as we know it.
In November 1996, amateur photographer Chuck Shramek took a photo of Hale-Bopp using a 10 inch SC telescope and a CCD camera. In the photo there appeared to be another object following behind the comet�s tail. Shramek described it as a �Saturn like object� due to the ring-like form that seemed to embrace its strangely shaped body. This was all it took for Applewhite to believe that closure of the lower life was imminent. He went on to preach to his crew that the saturn like object travelling behind Hale-Bopp was the spacecraft coming to take the Heaven�s Gate members to the higher level. Applewhite believed that Nettles had contacted him to inform him that Hale-Bopp was the sign that the apocalypse was getting close.
HIGHER�LEVELS�CALL
At the same time the Heaven�s Gate crew had managed to acquire enough internet skills to set up a company called Higher Source that designed websites for other customers. The money from this enterprise allowed the group to rent a $7,000 a month Spanish style villa just outside of San Diego. The villa was to become the home of 40 members. they would wake up at 3 a.m. to begin prayer, eat two bland meals a day and make themselves as genderless as possible so as not to arouse any form of sexual attraction from other members.
Members began recording video diaries where they happily stated that they were looking forward to leaving the Earth behind to join Ti (Nettles) on the higher level. Applewhite constantly stated that his crew members were allowed to leave at any time, and many of them did, but so powerful and controlling was his mind that it was the weaker crew members who stayed � maybe people who would have had suicidal tendencies even without being in such a cult? One member even wrote a passage on the website stating that even if they were wrong and there wasn�t a higher level, there wasn�t anything to live for on Earth anyway so it was worth a try. People who feel that low about themselves, maybe depressed about how their lives have gone so far, of course will embrace the idea that life on Earth is in fact meaningless and there is something better to come from the �next stage�. If an idea is expressed in an interesting enough way it will cause people to think, even if they do not necessarily agree with the statement in question, it will get their mind working � is that all it takes to get inside the mind of another human and completely change their destiny?
Applewhite had made his crew members believe that the only way for them to progress to the next level was through an Older Member, so without Applewhite, they did not stand a chance; they needed him. Therefore the logical process would be to leave this world when Applewhite left.
THE�YEAR�OF�THE�SUICIDE
The Heaven�s Gate crew members enjoyed their final year on Earth. They went to a UFO conference and purchased insurance against alien abduction. At the beginning of March all 39 members went on a four day coach trip that took them to Golden Beach, the place where Ti and Do had held one of their first meetings in 1975. They went on day trips to the local zoo and some members went to San Diego Sea World. They ate out every night; pizzas, burgers and steaks were consumed. On March 21, the entire crew went for a final lunch at a Marie Callendar restaurant in Carlsbad where they ordered 39 identical meals of chicken pot pie, cheesecake, and iced tea. That was the last time they were to be out of their villa.
On March 26, 1997, the San Diego Sheriff�s department received an anonymous phone call stating that there had been a mass suicide at the Rancho Santa Fe. The bodies of 39 people were found in the villa just north of San Diego. At first it was believed that they were all men ranging between 18�24 years old. But after a closer look it became clear that there were 18 men and 21 women whose ages ranged from 26�72. The confusion had arisen because all the bodies looked identical and sexless.
The bodies were found in various rooms of the villa, each person was lying on their back with their hands by their sides as if asleep, and all except two had a purple shroud covering their heads. All members were in their regimentary tunics and wearing their Nike� trainers.
It became apparent that the 39 people had committed suicide in three separate sittings over the course of a few days. Fifteen on the first day, 15 on the following day and the final nine on the third day. The careful way in which each shift had died concluded that it was definitely planned. There were no signs of distress and one of the first officers on the scene even described what he encountered as being rather serene and tranquil.
The suicide was very ritualistic and each person died in the same way they had lived within Heaven�s Gate, in a very ordered fashion.
Some members assisted others with their death, cleaned up, and then went off to take their own lethal cocktail. In each top pocket of the 39 bodies was a five dollar note a few coins and a recipe for death. The recipe said:
Take�the�little�package�of�pudding�or�apple�sauce,�and�eat�a�couple�of�teaspoons�to�make�room�to�put�the�medicine�in�and�stir�it.�Eat�it�quickly,�drink�this�vodka�mixture�and�then�lay�back�and�rest�quietly.
After autopsies it turned out that the �medicine� the recipe referred to was phenobarbital which is an anti-seizure drug that in a high enough dose and mixed with alcohol can cause death. The drug would also make its user extremely drowsy, so plastic bags had been used as part of the ritual to make sure death came either from poisoning or suffocation. The last two bodies to die still had the plastic bags over their heads. All other members had died with plastic bags on their heads, but these had been subsequently removed and replaced with purple shrouds by the remaining members. The last two members alive must have removed the bags from the the other seven in their group and then killed themselves.
FAREWELL
In the house, along with around ten computers, investigators found video tapes that had been made in the weeks prior to the suicide. There was a statement from each of the 39 members. each stating their joy and excitement at leaving their earthly vehicles in order to board the heavenly ship that would take them to the higher level. One such video statement from a crew member known as Stmody stated that:
We�watch�a�lot�of�Star�Trek,�a�lot�of�Star�Wars,�it's�just�like�going�on�a�holodeck...we've�been�on�a�holodeck,�we've�been�in�an�astronaut�training�program�.�.�.�we�figured�out�a�day�equals�one�thousand�years�.�.�.�played�it�out�mathematically�.�.�.�it�s�roughly�30�minutes�.�.�.we�ve�been�training�on�a�holodeck�for�30�minutes,�now�it's�time�to�stop�and�put�into�practice�what�we've�learned�.�.�.�so�we�take�off�the�virtual�reality�helmet,�we�take�off�the�vehicle�that�we've�used�for�this�task.�We�just�set�it�aside,�go�back�out�of�the�holodeck�to�reality�to�be�with�the�other�members�in�the�craft,�in�the�heavens. �
Each member seemed totally at ease with what they were about to do, in their minds � however the thought had got there � they were about to take part in a perfectly normal and reasonable act. An act that was much more than suicide, it was departure. Departure on a new journey to a more fulfiling and enlightening place.
Whether the Heaven�s Gate ever reached their destination remains to be seen, but maybe the important thing is that in their minds they were about to succeed and that was contentment enough? On the other hand, had they never met Bo and Peep the 38 crew members would have become wolves instead of sheep and hunted and fought for a decent life on Earth as it was the only one they were going to get.



David�Koresh
Sent�to�Earth�by�God?
What�really�happened�at�Waco?
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Vernon Wayne Howell was born on August 17, 1959, in Houston, Texas. The son of an unmarried teenage mother, Vernon never knew his father and was brought up by his grandparents. His childhood was quite a lonely one and often got teased by other children who called him �Vernie�.
Whilst at high school he was diagnosed as having dyslexia, but by the ninth grade he had dropped out. Although he had no interest in school Vernon was a keen guitarist, with a great love for women. He was also very interested in Biblical scriptures and although he had no formal religious training apart from what he had learnt at his mother�s Seventh-day Adventist Church, he had the remarkable talent of being able to recite and explain long passages of Biblical scriptures.
In 1979, after getting expelled from the church for being a bad influence on other young members, Vernon moved to Hollywood with the idea of making it as a rock guitarist. By this point in his life he had gained a lot of confidence as well as a theatrical and assertive nature that would be expected of a try hard rock star. But two years later, after realising just how difficult it was to make it in the music industry, he returned to the state of Texas and moved to Waco.
Howell joined the Mount Carmel religious Center and it wasn�t long before other members were taken in by his extraordinary way of being able to teach and explain complex scriptures to them.
It was here that Howell met Lois Roden. Roden was the amiable 67-year-old leader of the Branch Davidian Seventh-day Adventist group � which descended from a schism in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Lois Roden had become leader of the Branch Davidians when her husband, Benjamin Roden had died in 1978. The year before in 1977 Lois Roden claimed to have had a vision in which she saw the Holy Spirit. Roden claims that she had learnt from this vision that the Holy Spirit was a female.
Howell and Roden soon embarked on an intense sexual relationship and eventually moved in together. Howell got deeper and deeper into the thoughts and beliefs of the Branch Davidians and the couple even travelled to Israel on a pilgrimage for their beliefs. It was on this trip, in Jerusalem, that Vernon claimed that he was given a direct revelation about the Seven Seals together with the knowledge and ability to teach it to the world. Vernon was rapidly working himself into a position of influence and had Lois completely on side.
VIRGIN�BRIDES
In 1984, at the age of 24, Vernon Howell married a 14-year-old named Rachel Jones and it soon became apparent that he was a womanizing sexual deviant with the need to satisfy physical lust. He may not have stayed faithful to his relationship with Lois Roden but he did stay faithful to her Davidian cause.
When Louis Roden died in 1986, a battle for power began between Vernon and Roden�s son George as to who was to become the new leader of the Davidians. The majority of the Branch Davidians� members sided with George Roden and at gun point Vernon Howell and his meagre following were forced off the Mount Carmel sight.
By this time Howell had acquired two more wives. In March 1986 13-year-old Karen Doyle became his second wife and then five months later he wed 12-year-old Michelle Jones in secret.
Howell relocated his group in Palestine, Texas as an offshoot of the Davidians with the intent of being a peaceful and religious commune; or so it was thought. That was until 1987 when Vernon and seven of his trusted followers returned to Mount Carmel in full camouflage gear. They had nine guns and 400 rounds of ammunition and by the end of the siege George Roden was left with gunshot wounds to his chest.
Vernon and his group were arrested for attempted murder but at the trial neither he nor his compatriots were convicted.
INSIDE�THE�MIND�OF�DAVID�KORESH
By 1990, Vernon Howell had become leader of the Branch Davidians and it was in this year that he legally changed his name to David Koresh. On the legal document the reason for his name change was stated as being �for publicity and business purposes�. But his main reason was from his belief that he was now the head of the biblical House of David. Koresh came from the Hebrew translation of Cyrus, the name of the Persian king who allowed the Jews held captive in Babylon to return to Israel. David Koresh believed he was the new Messiah sent by God to spread the word.
Once in control of the Branch Davidian Seventh-day Adventist group, Koresh embarked on annulling the marriages of members stating that only he, as leader, could be married. Several members left following this announcement but many followed his orders. Koresh then declared that due to his status he was owed at least 140 wives and was entitled at any time to claim any of the females in the compound young or old. Girls as young as 12 were soon to fall pregnant and forever be in his grasp.
Elizabeth and March Breault broke out of the group at this point as they were not happy with his teaching. They wrote many letters to their friends alerting them that the teachings of the man that called himself David Koresh were false and inaccurate. Their campaign did some good and by the summer of 1990 the majority of all Australian and New Zealand members had broken away from Koresh.
Koresh was seen as a man of many sides, a �Jekyll and Hyde� character, full of contradictions. He could be funny but also extremely serious, he was loved but at the same time feared. His students would see him at times as a loner, deep in communication with God, and then on the flip side part of the crowd taking part in group activities.
PREPARATION�FOR�THE�END?
Control of his students got more and more intense, Koresh even dictated what and when they could eat. He would enforce strict rules, and then moments later break them. He could basically do what he liked as he was a prophet sent by God.
By the the winter of 1990 Koresh had become more and more volatile and aggressive, he started to instruct his followers to watch violent war videos on a regular basis and had begun purchasing firearms. They were accumulating weaponry stock as part of a seemingly legal selling trade, solely for the purpose of making money.
They were also building up an impressive larder of food that could have seen them through a whole year if the need was to arise.
Even though it is believed by many people (apart from the FBI and government) that the weapons were only there as a means of making money, it does seem on the other hand that the Branch Davidians were beginning to obtain a militaristic mentality. According to some ex-members, Koresh wanted to know how far his followers would go in standing up for the faith that they believed in.
Koresh is reported to have said around this time that the Apocalypse would begin when the American army attacked their Mount Carmel compound. They even buried a school bus which was to be used as a bunker if the situation arose.
By 1991 there had been multiple reports made to the local authorities by ex-members of the Branch Davidians who were unhappy with the way life seemed to be going at the compound. Investigations started to take place due to allegations that Koresh was mentally and physically abusing the children in the congregation.
INVESTIGATIONS
In the spring of 1992 two parallel investigations of the Mount Carmel compound began. The first was the Waco Tribune Herald which, with the help of some former Davidian members, began in-depth research into the Davidians with the notion of publishing a seven part article at the beginning of 1993. At the same time The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) launched an investigation into Koresh and his followers.
On February, 1993, the Waco Tribune Herald published the first installment of its piece on Koresh and the Davidians. This was the beginning of the mess that was to come over the next 51 days. The newspaper article, built mostly on accusations from the disaffected members, portrayed Koresh as being a potentially aggressive, sexual deviant and his followers as brain-washed and deluded people who had forgotten how to be rational human beings.
It is also declared that three of the people who were interviewed by the paper were also working closely with the ATF, and the paper had also discussed the article with the bureau before going to press.
As the article went out and was read by locals the ATF planned a raid for the following day in order to arrest Koresh on charges of possessing unlicensed firearms and illegal explosives in order to protect the local community from impending danger.
Bizarrely enough, at the end of 1992 Koresh had invited the ATF agents to the Mount Carmel compound in order to examine his weaponry stash and its corresponding paperwork but the ATF had declined this offer.
The bureau were intent on going ahead with their February 28 raid but due to lack of planning and over eagerness, by the time they arrived all 131 Branch Davidians and a couple of local television news crews were already there to greet them. Without thinking through the situation, and without foreseeing what could happen, the ATF stormed straight in, carelessly and unnecessarily.
The major problem was that it was more than just a case of a siege against David Koresh. There were children within the compound, innocent people whose lives should have been made priority over the search warrant on Koresh � but they weren�t.
As the ATF stormed Mount Carmel there was a retaliation, gun shots were heard and soon it became apparent that six Branch Davidians and four ATF officers had been shot dead. Many others on both sides of the battle were injured.
The FBI came in at this point and they were clearly not aware and failed to understand why David Koresh and his followers were refusing to back down and walk out. It appears that as soon as the ATF arrived on the fateful February day, Koresh believed that this was the beginning of the end � as he had foreseen time and time again. Koresh believed that the attack was in some way related to the Fifth Seal of the Revelation � the last major event before the end of the world. The confusing thing to Koresh was that he had not expected the Fifth Seal to arrive until 1995.
The FBI and the ATF did not understand anything to do with the Branch Davidians or the Bible extracts that Koresh was reciting therefore they were totally lacking in the knowledge and understanding needed to diffuse the situation peacefully, without endangering the people within the compound.
Whether or not Koresh was a deluded, mentally unstable person will never be known for sure, but throughout the 51-day siege he believed that he was dealing with acts of God together with overthrowing the godless people of the world in the form of the US government and law enforcement agencies and this belief was to overshadow the initial reason for attacking the compound. There could have been many more than ten deaths on that day if the Davidians had been intent on attack rather than self-defence.
Between March 1 and April 18, around 14 adults and 21 children left the compound by their own choice, but that meant over 100 people stayed with David Koresh, in order to see the situation until the end.
PSYCHOLOGICAL�METHODS
When the FBI took over the raid after the shoot out, they were toying with the idea of using what was dubbed as �psychological torture�, that they believed would eventually break the Davidians into giving themselves up.
Igor Smirnov from the Moscow Institute of Psycho-correction was the chief advisor in this campaign and he had spent ten years developing a device that could allegedly implant thoughts into a subject�s mind. In this instance the FBI wanted this tool to be used to implant the voice of God into David Koresh�s mind, telling him to surrender. And the voice they were going to use as God�s � none other than that of the actor Charlton Heston.
This method was eventually rejected, but the thought had been there nonetheless. Did the fact that the FBI even considered using such a new and unknown field show the disregard and thoughtlessness they had for the Davidians�, their beliefs and their culture, however brainwashed they may or may not have been?
THE�SIEGE�CONTINUES
Over the weeks, trained FBI negotiators were brought to the scene with the intention of peacefully ending the stand-off whilst at the same time federal commanders worked opposite tactics. On March 7 a memo went out to the FBI agents listing certain �tactical activities that might be used to increase the stress and anxiety inside the compound� such as flooding the Mount Carmel building in lights throughout the night, cutting off all the Davidians� communications with the media, and hindering the supply of milk to the children inside.
Surely such acts were never going to get a group of people who thought that the end was upon them any closer to coming round to a new way of thinking?
David Koresh asked to speak to somebody who would understand what he had to say, someone with a learned knowledge of the Bible � this request was denied on a number of occasions even though the FBI had many religious and theological contacts that they had been using for translation purposes whenever they entered biblical conversations with Koresh.
Doctor Michael Haynes, who had a PhD in theology and psychology, even suggested that he be allowed to negotiate directly with Koresh. Dr. Haynes thought he may be able to talk Koresh out of the compound by promising to help him spread the message of God. Again this request was denied.
Negotiations were discussed throughout March and people who had voluntarily left the compound were allowed to return in order to tell the remaining Davidians�s that they were being treated well and they should not fear coming out.
By March 19, Koresh was speaking to negotiators, promising that he was not going to commit suicide and neither were any of the other members within the building. He requested that the FBI did not destroy any more Davidian property and that in time they would come out. But accounts of the siege state that released children who were interviewed by a psychiatrist from the University of Baylor suspected that they had heard talk about suicide from the adults.
Each time negotiations broke down the FBI bull-dozed an area of wall or removed property from the grounds, but again this did not help matters as the Davidians were going �beyond this world�.
It then became apparent that another reasoning behind the stand-off was the fear of prosecution. Once the members realised that Kathy Schroeder was being charged with murder it made them all believe even more that there was no reason to leave their safe haven, maybe that the final judgement in this crazed situation would come from God?
The final Davidian to exit the compound came out on March 23, 1993. Three days later on March 26, a negotiator told Steven Schneider, a high ranking Davidian, that ten more people must be released by midday. Schneider reportedly got angry at this and said that the remaining Davidians did not care as they only feared God.
GAS,�GUNFIRE�&�INFERNO
A meeting was held on April 7 for all the agencies involved in the Branch Davidian siege. The FBI reported to the Attorney General that they had concluded from the meeting the possibility of using tear gas as a resolution. By April 12 managing attorneys in the Criminal Division received a briefing from the FBI that CS gas would be released into the compound if the Davidians did not come out by the end of passover. This action had been ordered by the Attorney General herself, Janet Reno. It was believed by the agencies that they were at a stale mate with the Branch Davidians and there was no other alternative. Also, if the children inside the complex were getting physically and mentally abused they needed to be removed as soon as possible. But surely gassing these people out was always going to do more harm than good?
As armoured vehicles cleared cars from the front of the property on April 18, Davidian members were reportedly seen holding children up at windows in a tower with a sign saying: �Flames await�.
At around 6.00 a.m. on April 19, 1993 the gassing began. A negotiator telephoned the compound and told Schneider what was about to happen. He was informed that the gas was not deadly and they should come out peacefully. Schneider responded by ripping the phone out of the wall. The message was announced again over loud speaker but as the gassing vehicles approached Mount Carmel, gun-shots were fired towards them. The gassing continued for several hours, and at the same time the armoured vehicles began smashing holes in the building to weaken it for entrance and exit purposes. Three hours into the demolition and the main entrance had been broken down.
At noon, several fires started around the compound and shortly after the Davidians fled the building. They were the lucky ones, as rapidly the wooden structure of the building became engulfed in flames and even though openings had been made in the building no one else survived the fire. David Koresh and 76 of his avid followers, including 20 children, died on that grim afternoon.
MYSTERY
To this day so many things related to the Waco disaster remain questionable. It will never be known for certain who fired the first shot on February 28. ATF agents who were part of the raid testified in court that the Branch Davidians had fired first. Immediately after the raid (and off the record) however, one of the ATF agents told an investigator that a fellow agent may have fired the first shot when he killed a dog that was roaming around just outside the compound. The agent later withdrew his statement. Surviving Davidians still maintain that they did not shoot their guns until they were fired at.
It can also be questioned whether negotiations should have continued for longer before resorting to a gas attack. Were Koresh and his followers given the freedom of speech and belief that is meant to be part of the American Dream? Many lives may have been saved if people with more theological and biblical knowledge had been allowed to talk directly to the Davidians as opposed to going through an agency that are more renowned for shooting first and asking questions later. Was it right to use the FBI as a peace-making tool?
It seems more factual and fair-minded to spread the blame between the government agencies and the Branch Davidians, as, with a bit more rationality, maybe events would have turned out differently.
As to who started the fire that was to end the siege, and many lives, again remains to be seen. Independent arson experts concluded that the fire was deliberately set from within the compound and a Texas jury ruled that the US Government were not to blame for the deaths of the 80 Branch Davidians. Jurors heard audio tapes made inside the compound which contained conversations between unidentified Davidians asking incriminating evidence such as �Start the fire?� and �Should we light the fire?�.
Even if the Branch Davidians can be seen as responsible for the act of starting the fire maybe the government should be held responsible for not dealing with such a complex situation in a more discerning manner.
The Branch Davidians may not have become aggressive if they had not had a provoking aggressor such as the FBI or the ATF on hand to persecute them but then again it may have become worse if the situation had been left any longer. Only the people who were inside with Koresh really know what went on and if abuse to children really happened.
Maybe if religious groups such as the Branch Davidians were not so taboo and demonized within everyday life then it would have been easier to understand how things had got to this stage and the situation could have been diffused silently and carefully.
David Koresh may have known exactly what he was doing form the beginning, he may not have believed anything that he was saying and if this is the case he was an evil criminal with innocent hostages. On the flip side if he believed he was the Messiah then he was a religious fanatic with fanatical followers. Either way innocent people, however they had got themselves in the situation, could have been saved.
Just how much the Branch Davidians brought their end on themselves is hard to say, and will never really be known but it was definitely a situation that could have been handled in a more humane manner by the authorities. David Koresh went out of the compound most days so therefore could have been picked up at anytime by the ATF in a peaceful manner.
All we can definitely say is that this was a mass tragedy and although a certain amount of brain-washing may have taken place, the lives of these men, women and children could have been saved.
One question that nobody seems to have thought of though is, maybe he really was the Messiah? . . .



The�Order�Of�The�Solar�Temple
Jo�Di�Mambro�&�Luc�Jouret
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When the fire service was called out to a blazing property in the well-known ski resort of Morin Heights in Quebec, they treated the call as they would any other emergency. Unfortunately though, on reaching the scene, it appeared that they had arrived too late to save the former occupants, and two charred bodies were recovered from the burned-out wreck of the building. The property was owned by Jo Di Mambro, so it was assumed that one of the bodies must be his. The other, they thought, would be that of his friend, Luc Jouret. But an autopsy revealed this not to be the case.
Di Mambro had leased the property out to the Dutoit family � a couple and their young son � and as the autopsy proved that one of the bodies was female, this seemed to provide the answers to the identity of the corpses. It did not explain however, where their three-month old child was at the time of the blaze.
With the fire out and the site deemed safe for further inspection, a team of forensics went into the property. A more thorough search discovered another three bodies crammed in a cupboard � that of a man, a woman, and a small baby. This was the family to whom Di Mambro had rented his property. They, however, had not died in the fire. The bodies were punctured with multiple stab wounds and covered in blood. Experts estimated they had all been dead for a couple of days before their bodies burned in the fire.
This gruesome discovery solved the mystery of the boy�s absence, but it opened a completely new enquiry as to why this family had been killed, and whose were the two bodies originally discovered?
It turned out that the family had once belonged to �The Order of the Solar Temple�, a sect run by Jo Di Mambro which was believed to have in the region of 600 members. News spread to the police that Di Mambro had believed the young boy to be the anti-Christ and had therefore sent his henchmen to the property to murder him. A warrant for Di Mambro�s arrest was immediately issued.
CHEIRY,�SWITZERLAND
The following day in Switzerland, the Cheiry fire department was called to an equally gruesome scene at a farmhouse owned by the elderly Albert Giacobino. Having extinguished the fire, they entered the building and discovered a man�s body lying on a bed. He had been shot in the head and a plastic bag had been tied over his face. They also found a collection of explosives around the farmhouse.
A police team was called, and they made a search of what they thought was Giacobino�s garage. It appeared to be more like a meeting hall, and inside were the belongings of several different people but no evidence of any further bodies.
There were no internal doors in the garage, but the space inside the hall did not fit the perceived size of the building from the outside so inspectors began to test the walls. One wall appeared to be hollow, and so the team opened it up.
A very strange sight met their eyes. Around a triangular altar, with their feet at the centre and their heads outward, lay 18 bodies. They were all dressed in identical robes, and bottles of champagne littered the floor around them. Similarly to Albert Giacobino, most had plastic bags tied around their heads, where they had been shot. Some had been suffocated, and some also beaten. Another three bodies were found in a second secret room. Bags of petrol were discovered in a chapel situated next to this building. From the explosives in the house, and these rigged devices, it seemed that an attempt to set fire to the whole place had failed.
GRANGES-SUR-SALVAN,�SWITZERLAND
The same night, again in Switzerland, another fire was reported. Three ski chalets in the resort of Granges-sur-Salvan were alight. The fact that all three houses were burning suggested that it was no accident. Indeed, it wasn�t. Numerous petrol bombs had been suspended and exploded, and in total 25 bodies were recovered. Again, most had been shot in the head.
A link began to emerge between the two Swiss fires. After the difficult process of identification, it transpired that all the victims had belonged to the Order of the Solar Temple. The buildings were in fact the property of the sect. Autopsies proved that overall, 15 of the deaths had been suicide. The rest were murder.
Meanwhile in Canada, the two bodies found in the rented home of the Dutoit family were identified as Gerry and Collette Genoud, a Swiss couple who also belonged to Di Mambro�s Order of the Solar Temple. The incidents were clearly related.
JO�DI�MAMBRO
Born in France in 1924, Jo Di Mambro originally trained as a horologist, but his real interest was in religion and spirituality. He was a member of the �Rosicrucian Order� (Ancient and Mystic Order of the Rosy Cross) for 13 years, but during this time he developed his own religious ideas and beliefs and decided to move east, close to the Swiss border, to set up his own school, the �Centre for the Preparation of the New Age�. Charges of fraud and swindling may have precipitated this departure. Followers whom he had met and influenced while in the Rosicrucians went with him.
Di Mambro had radical ideas. He claimed to be reincarnated, but the identity of his former self changed frequently � sometimes religious, sometimes political. He also named the members of his group as reincarnations of famous people. He organised marriages between his followers and dictated who amongst them was permitted to produce children. His own children, he claimed were exceptional. His son would shape the world, and his daughter was one of only nine �cosmic children�, a Messiah who would bring about his much-prophesised New Age. He took money and personal possessions from his followers in order to care for the needs of the community. With donations from some of the more wealthy families, Di Mambro purchased a mansion in Geneva. He was even attracting devotees from outside the community who had heard of his teachings and generously donated cash sums to his cause.
LUC�JOURET
�The Foundation of the Golden Way�, which Di Mambro founded in 1978, became the Order of the Solar Temple (officially known as the International Chivalric Organization of the Solar Tradition) in 1984 after Di Mambro had recruited the charismatic Luc Jouret. Jouret was a Belgian doctor and obstetrician, and his entry into the group was a turning point for Di Mambro. He was a charming and compelling man and worked ceaselessly for Di Mambro in recruiting new members and acting as guide and prophet. A medical doctor by training, he had also embraced spiritual healing and homeopathic medicine while travelling in India, and many people came to the Order of the Solar Temple, attracted by him.
Jouret believed himself to be both the third reincarnation of Christ, and also a former member of the Knight�s Templar, a secret, 14th century Christian order founded by French crusaders in Jerusalem. It was therefore rumoured that he was in possession of a deeper spiritual knowledge and guarded deep religious secrets. He preached that when death came and the spiritual body departed from the physical body, only the members of the Order of the Solar Temple would ascend and meet again on the star Sirius where a better life would continue for them. He warned though that they may have to make this transition before their physical body had died naturally. The earth was slowly being destroyed by war, pollution and human neglect, and the end was nigh. He told the members that they would have to leave before the world self-destructed, and the only way to make the journey to Sirius was through fire. Fire, although destructive, had the ability to transform and it was therefore the only medium through which to pass.
This obsession with fire may have come from Jouret�s belief in his own reincarnation from a member of the Knight�s Templar. Members of this group were known to have been burned to death at the stake by the ruling monarchy who feared the power and secrecy of the order. The spirits of these persecuted and holy men lived on, he proclaimed, in the elders of the Order of the Solar Temple.
By the end of the 1980s, membership was international and spread mainly across France, Switzerland and French Canada where Jouret had led lecture tours. There were also a few followers in the US, Spain and French Caribbean. The sect had amassed a fortune of 93 million dollars through donations and sales of property offered to it by its members.
CONCERN�AND�SUSPICION
But Jouret�s radical prophecies of an ecological apocalypse caused concern and suspicion amongst the group and membership began to dwindle. Rumours also crept in that the Order was a hoax and that the members had been swindled out of their savings and possessions.
Perhaps under pressure from these accusations and the creeping group discontent, Di Mambro was fast losing patience with his partner too. He was aware of the commune�s displeasure at the controlling way in which Jouret conducted his lessons and preachings. Despite his magnetism and inspirational style, Jouret had previously been voted out of another group, �The Renewed Order of the Temple�, as Grand Master by his followers. This displayed a severe lack of confidence, and Di Mambro feared that the same could happen within the Solar Temple.
The disillusion spread amongst the group, when a couple of members left and began to denounce the group in Quebec. They claimed that the Order was dangerous, demanded their money back and encouraged others to do the same. They did, and Di Mambro was faced with numerous lawsuits and financial demands.
Di Mambro was also coming under scrutiny from the banks and financial institutions who were beginning investigations, suspicious of money-laundering, into the vast sums of cash which he�d been investing in his accounts. His health was also suffering. He was diagnosed with diabetes and kidney failure, and believed that he had also developed cancer.
Neither were his family supportive. His daughter, whom he had heralded as one of the �cosmic children�, no longer wanted to be involved in her father�s premonition of the New Age and instead wanted to be with the other children of her own age, doing the things they were doing. His son condemned him as a fraud, which led to many more of the Order�s followers demanding their money back.
The police also became involved when, through Jouret�s association with illegal arms dealers, two members of the Quebec group were arrested for the possession of handguns with silencers. Jouret was also charged. The suicides at Waco and Jonestown did not help Di Mambro�s cause either as unorthodox groups were now regarded as dangerous and viewed in a very negative light.
With the world seemingly bearing down on Di Mambro, the only explanation he could offer his confused followers was that the end of the world was nearing and that this negativity was intended to encourage them to seek out a better life, and to push them towards their salvation. They had to depart together. Consequently Di Mambro and Jouret began to expedite their plans to take their followers to Sirius.
VITAL�EVIDENCE
In the aftermath and investigation into the Swiss and Canadian suicide fires, letters were offered to the police from relatives of those who had died, written in advance of the events, and as a means of explanation for what was to come. They told of how some �traitors� would have to be executed, but that mostly they were going to carry out the killings as a way of helping the members of the group who were not strong enough to make the journey themselves. Those who were prepared to kill themselves were the more spiritually developed and superior. They believed that they would transcend to a higher spiritual level by taking their own lives and those of others, and would reach a state which they could not achieve on earth. Earth, they claimed, was heading for destruction anyway and soon no one would live there at all.
These notes however, albeit written before the events, were mailed afterwards. Therefore some of the members of the Order of the Solar Temple were still alive.
It was originally believed that Di Mambro and Jouret had planned these murders with no intention of taking their own lives, but instead lying low and then emerging when the dust had settled to spend the money their followers had donated to their cause. It was therefore surprising when their bodies were discovered amongst the dead in Switzerland. They died separately, Jouret first at Chiery, and Di Mambro afterwards at Granges-sur-Salvan. It appears that they had genuinely believed their own prophecies and predictions.
DUTOIT�MURDERS
The reasons for the first murder, that of the Dutoit couple and their son in Quebec, soon became known. Tony Dutoit used to help Di Mambro with one of his greatest �tricks� � creating the illusion of conjuring up the elders of the Order to materialise before the assembled followers in their communal enlightenment rituals. This was all achieved with the use of lasers, and it was not long before Dutoit became disillusioned with this fraudulent practice and the false claims which Di Mambro was making. He disclosed the secret of this �phenomenon� to other members of the group and then tried to claim back some of the money which he�d donated to the Order. Nicki Dutoit, Tony�s wife, also displeased Di Mambro by becoming pregnant. Di Mambro had forbidden this as he did not want any children to threaten his daughter�s prophesised place as the new messiah. They therefore left for Quebec, where they had their son. Di Mambro heard of the birth of their baby, and declared him to be the anti-Christ. The child, and their parents who were clearly trying to stand in the way of spiritual progression with their disobedience, had to be disposed of.
With the damage Dutoit did in exposing Di Mambro and having the audacity to defect, it was clear to see why he became Di Mambro�s first victim.
GRENOBLE,�FRANCE
One year passed without incident before another mass suicide was committed. This time, 16 people were found dead near Grenoble in France. Not all of them had departed willingly it seemed, as one woman had suffered a broken jaw, indicating a struggle. Fourteen of the bodies, lay together in the same circular arrangement as the bodies in Switzerland, but two bodies lay separately. These, it is believed, were the bodies of two people whose responsibility it had been to shoot the weak and to start the fire. All the deceased had been members of the Solar Temple, and the incident was therefore immediately linked to the preceding three mass suicides.
But the families of the victims of Grenoble were not satisfied that the perpetrators had all died. They believed that some of the group were still at large.
Police monitored the behaviour of the remaining members of the group carefully the following year, especially during the solstice and equinox seasons, but nothing aroused their suspicion, and there were no reported fires or suicides. They believed that the practice of the Solar Temple had finally come to an end.
It hadn�t. One last journey to Sirius was made on March 22, 1997, from St. Casimir, Quebec. It was almost a failed attempt as the fire-starting devices did not go off. Having been given this reprieve though, the children in the group begged for their lives and were allowed to leave. They were released on the condition that they took sleeping pills and went to stay in a neighbouring workshop. They knew that their parents would be dead when they awoke. A second attempt was made, and this time it was successful. This took the total number of followers who had taken their lives to 74.
MICHAEL�TABACHNIK
With continued pressure from the families of the Grenoble victims, the police led a search for the remaining members of the Order of the Solar Temple and uncovered several of the leaders. One of whom was the Swiss musician, Michael Tabachnik. He went to trial for his involvement in what was now being termed a criminal organization and for his alleged knowledge of the murders before they occurred. Apparently lined up to be Di Mambro�s successor, Tabachnik had written quite a lot of the group�s literature and had declared the final mission of the group just before the first deaths happened. This, the prosecutors claimed, meant that he was conditioning people to die. Tabachnik�s own wife had died in the Cheiry suicide.
Tabachnik, it was asserted, had travelled with Di Mambro to Egypt and it was there that they had taken the decision together to found the Golden Way. The principles of this sect were the same � members would achieve peace only in death. When they recruited Luc Jouret, the Golden Way became the Order of the Solar Temple.
Tabachnik pleaded not guilty to all charges. He said that he had not been a member of the Order for over five years, and claimed to have had no knowledge of the intended mass suicides. A lack of hard evidence to prove otherwise meant that Tabachnik was found not guilty.
With no high-profile arrests the commotion surrounding the sect died down, and it is now believed to be more or less dissolved. If there are any members still practising the beliefs of Jo Di Mambro, they are certainly not considered a threat, and are of no concern to the authorities. The ritual of mass suicide and murder perpetrated by the Order of the Solar Temple is believed to be defunct.



Movement�For�The�Restoration�Of�The�Ten�Commandments
A�mass�suicide�in�the�Ugandan�jungle
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In the late 1980s Credonia Mwerinde was in a cave just outside the Ugandan town of Kanungu when another vision of the Virgin Mary seemingly came to her.
Mwerinde, who was born on July 30, 1952, was a daughter of a Roman Catholic catechist. She was a school drop out who had had a number of unsuccessful and unhappy marriages and ended up as a prostitute in the Kanungu trading centre.
It was while being involved in this age-old profession that she met a local man who wished to take her on as his seventh wife. Again, her marriage turned sour, this time due to her inability to conceive, even though she had three children from previous relationships. It was during this time that Mwerinde started to get blinding visions from the Virgin Mary. Her current barrenness the Virgin said, was caused by a decision of Mary herself to �withhold� the unborn child.
VIRGIN�MARY
The Virgin Mary started to appear regularly to Mwerinde, in her bedroom, on the sides of rocks and in the caves � which she returned to time and time again.
Credonia tried to convince the Vatican of these miracles that had so unselfishly appeared to her, but there was not enough evidence or credibility for the Vatican to take it any further. Luckily for Ms Mwerinde a failed politician by the name of Joseph Kibwetere was on hand to listen and believe every word that she said.
LOVING�FATHER?
Joseph Kibwetere had lived peacefully within the luscious green countryside of southern Uganda. He was a loving father and husband who rarely argued with his family and was known by many Ugandans for �his piety, his prayer and his good works�. He was active in Ugandan politics and was a devout Roman Catholic from which he founded a Catholic school and became a supervisor for other schools in the region.
It is reported that from as early as 1984, Kibwetere was having visions and frequently hearing conversations, between Jesus and the Virgin Mary. In these conversations, the Virgin Mary complained about the world�s lack of regard for the Ten Commandments and prophesied that the world would end on December 31, 1999.
MEETING�OF�MINDS
Kibwetere joined his ideas and prophecies together with similar-thinking excommunicated Roman Catholic priests Joseph Kasapurari, John Kamagara, Dominic Kataribabo and two excommunicated nuns. There are conflicting stories as to when exactly their group was founded but in 1994 they registered as a non-governmental organisation.
When Joseph Kibwetere met the self-styled visionary Credonia Mwerinde he believed wholeheartedly about her revelations and asked her to come and live with him and his wife. Mwerinde continued to have visions of the Virgin Mary and word started to spread about these amazing apparitions. Many people, mostly those suffering from infertility started to arrive at Kibwetere�s house with the hope of reaching the Virgin Mary through the human form of Mwerinde. Over the months, more and more people seeking retribution and answers, started to stay at the Kibweteres� home and the group began to call themselves �The Movement for the Restoration of the Ten Commandments of God�. The group kept growing and at one time had increased to several thousand members with followers even in the neighbouring country of Rwanda. This caused Kibwetere�s relationship with his own wife and children to become strained and although his family had initially joined the movement they soon fell out with other members who called them �sinners� and burned their clothes. Things at the commune got so bad that Kibwetere�s own family, including five of his own sons and daughters ran away. The last time the family were to see Kibwetere was in 1995 when he came to the funeral of one of his children who died of natural causes.
The Movement for the Restoration of the Ten Commandments of God placed themselves within a remote farming community in the unstable south-west corner of Uganda and led a relatively uneventful existence as far as the media and the police were concerned until the horrid events that were to unfold in the year 2000.
LIFE�WITHIN�THE�CULT
As with many African countries Uganda has a whole range of religious movements and groups, spreading a variety of messages and ideologies. The Ten Commandments of God had been fairly inconspicuous and was a registered charity that portrayed itself as being intent on spreading the word of Jesus with the aim to make as many people as possible adhere to the Ten Commandments. The link with the Roman Catholic religion was apparent, with small statues of Jesus and a crucifix decorating their modest headquarters. The headquarters interestingly enough, had one time been the family home of Mwerinde. She became the sole owner of the property after her three brothers mysteriously died one by one.
In 1992 the group moved from Kibwetere�s home, in the countryside, and by 1998 the group had become a flourishing natural community who lived together on land bought by combining the money gained from individual sales of their properties. They built churches in amongst the plantations and had their own primary school. The followers all lived together in dormitory style accommodation and local villagers described the members as being completely disciplined and very polite but with some strange habits, such as on certain days speaking entirely through hand signals. The reason for this was so as not to break the ninth commandment (eighth commandment for Roman Catholics and some Lutherans):
�Thou�shalt�not�bear�false�witness�against�thy�neighbour.��(Exodus�20:16;�KJV).�
It was in this year that the group had some problems. The local authorities took away its charity licence because the school was breaking public health requirements and there were rumours that children were being poorly treated.
During this time Joseph Kibwetere merged his leadership with Credonia Mwerinde who had increasingly become a dominant force within the group. She was often referred to by other members as the �programmer� as all of the Virgin Mary�s �orders� were channelled through Mwerinde�s body and voice.
Some people say that Mwerinde ultimately took over and shadowed all of the other leaders. Kibwetere was just a figure-head for her to use as a pawn in her quest for fame and money. She was seen by many as a violent, vindictive, unstable woman who was a pyromaniac and had killed before. Her ex-husband was quoted as saying: �She was only happy when she was making money.�
With these views circulating does it bring us any closer to the events that were soon to take place?
WELCOME
Kibwetere and Mwerinde kept their followers isolated. Any contact with people from outside the group was strictly monitored and mostly forbidden. People outside the group were deemed �sinners� but new members were warmly welcomed and always had the nicest food and warmest beds, until they became so reliant on the group that there was no chance of them leaving. When that time came they were treated just like all other members, they were encouraged to be celibate, unable to speak unless in prayer, worked long hours in the fields and lived on a nutrition lacking dish of beans. In order to become a fully fledged member of the movement newcomers were required to read a book entitled A Timely Message from Heaven: The End of the Present Time even though the Bible was the group�s sacred text much of the governance came from this book. It was was written by Kibwetere and foretold the destructions that would come to Earth and wipe out the majority of the human race, due to their evil, disrespectful ways.
STRUCTURE�OF�THE�MOVEMENT
The Movement consisted of separate groups. The first group was made up of new members who had read A Timely Message From Heaven. These were the novices and they were required to wear black. The next group were the people who had sworn to follow the commandments, they wore green. The fully fledged members were those who were �willing to die in the arc� and they wore white and green. Although this vow was referring to burial requirements of members, it may have had an ulterior motive for occurrences to come.
The whole community was based around the �second generation� apostles. It was second generation as the movement believed that at the second coming, both the Virgin Mary and Jesus would return. For this reason six men and six women made up the leaders.
Members grew increasingly tired and hungry and due to the lack of contact with the outside world started to rely on the group for all of the emotions that as humans we rely on to survive.
Even though the majority of the group�s members were Roman Catholics, they were taught that the Catholic Church was an enemy, badly in need of reform. Their own rules as well as those from the handbook, came direct from the Virgin Mary so they must be the right rules to follow � surely?
Doomsday predictions were endlessly lectured by Mwerinde and the other leaders to their flock. When the predicted day passed without any world-ending events the date would be pushed forward. By the time the world had entered the year 2000 it is said that some cult members may have started to suspect something, but Mwerinde calmed these feelings in a constitution. She stated that the world would end �before the completion of the year 2000�. There would be no 2001. For many of her members she remained true to her word as on March 17, 2000, a terrifying fire was to take place that would mean the end of the world for hundreds of innocent people.
INVITATION�TO�CELEBRATE
On March 15, 2000, Joseph Kibwetere issued a letter to government officials describing the world changing events that were about to take place. It spoke of the end of the current generation of people and of the world. The messenger dropped off the letter and bid farewell. The members also started to take part in activities that can be seen as preparation for the end or in preparation of a celebration, or both. They slaughtered cattle and bought a large supply of soft drinks such as cola. At the same time members started to travel across the country inviting both current and old members back to the compound in time for March 17. Members were reported as saying that on this day the Virgin Mary was to appear. Many members of the commune started to sell products to the nearby villagers for little or no profit and many debts within the community were settled. A local shop keeper alleges to have sold one of the apostles � Father Dominic Kataribabo � 40 litres of sulphuric acid which he claimed was needed to replenish power batteries.
BLAZING�INFERNO
On the night of March 15, 2000, the members consumed the beef and drinks and had a celebration in honour of their new church, which they had recently constructed. On March 16, the members spent most of the night praying and then met early on March 17, in the new church. It is reported that around 10 a.m. they were all seen leaving the new church to enter the old church, which was now being used as a dining hall.
Did the hundreds of devout worshippers know that this would be the last time they saw the fresh air or did they think they were going to carry on with the celebration feast in the dining hall? When the members finally realised what was going on were they too exhausted and confused to resist?
Approximately 600 people went into the old church on this day and stayed where they were as the windows and doors were boarded up and nailed shut around them. At around 10.30 a.m. nearby villagers heard a massive explosion and when they arrived at the scene a gargantuan inferno had rapidly taken hundreds of lives.
The victims of the blaze included people from all generations; men, women and children perished. The death toll even today is still not accurately known but reports state that between 300 and 600 people died on that �apocalyptic� morning. It is not even known if the leaders of the movement perished with their followers.
Joseph Kibwetere�s family believe that he is dead although his body has not yet been positively identified. A ring believed to have belonged to Kibwetere was found on the finger of a charred body amongst the rubble of the burned church. But is this enough to prove that the 12 apostles burnt together with their followers?
There are mixed views as to what happened to Credonia Mwerinde. A few days after the fire police claimed to have found her body, but some people believe that she is still alive. One local business man claims to have discussed selling cult land, vehicles and property just days before the fire. There have also been sightings of her in surrounding countries including the Democratic of the Congo where due to the lack of laws in the country there would be no way of her being faced with any kind of justice or arrest.
SUICIDE�OR�MURDER?
Straight after the inferno news spread of the mass suicide by the Movement for the Restoration of the Ten Commandments, but soon discoveries were made that brought a new question into the equation � was this in fact mass murder?
Four days after the fire, five bodies were found buried under fresh cement in the compound�s latrines. When the people died and who killed them remains a mystery.
On March 25, 2000, 153 further bodies were found under the house of Dominic Kataribabao. The bodies were killed in a variation of ways; hacked, strangled and poisoned. How these murders were carried out without raising any awareness from surrounding neighbours is alarming. Local villagers heard no shouts or screams for help. The only sounds were of the diggers hard at work. When asked what they were doing by local villagers they answered that they were digging new latrines. What it seems like in hind-sight is that the members were digging their own graves.
The mass graves still remain a mystery. Everything is just speculation. The graves are believed to date back to a year or more prior to the blaze. One conclusion for why the graves were there, could be due to the strict categories that the members belonged to. It is possible the lower groups, who did not have fully-fledged members that were �willing to die in the arc�, lost their lives here anyway.
GOVERNMENT�COVER-UP�/�PUZZLE
As well as the theory that Mwerinde and/or Kibwetere had in fact set up and murdered their followers, there is also another belief circulating that the whole thing could have been a government cover-up, with the Movement for the Restoration of the Ten Commandments being the scape-goat.
There are so many conflicting news stories reported and written on this case that mass suicide, murders and government/ police cover up are all equally plausible theories.
Newspapers showed pictures of the mass graves that were found in the weeks after the fire. The images showed dead bodies piled up on top of each other. Whereas the police said that these had been added one by one, another source said that the way the bodies were piled looked more as though they were buried all at once, and had been thrown off a dump truck all together.
Another queer event was that a police spokesman had declared that a number of policemen had died in the fire. If this is the case, what were they doing there?
The Ugandan government were also happy to use the tragedy to enforce the restriction of non-mainstream religious groups.
Professor of Religious Studies, Irving Hexham, goes as far as to believe that after the initial number of deaths � which tallied with the number of registered group members � was used as a cover up and stated: �Some enterprising police and army officers may have decided to use the tragedy as a cover to dispose of the bodies of murdered political prisoners.�
It could have been easy for this to have happened. It wouldn�t have taken much for the media to start spreading �evil-cult� stories, which would immediately draw the audience in to believe that it was a weird bunch of people brain-washed by the belief of a heavenly after life. People then would get so carried away with that thought process that the government could then start to back it and confirm that this was the truth and no one would even start to think that there could have been conflicting evidence. The media were eager for another story like the Jonestown incident that had happened in Guyana, South America, in 1978.
BLURRED�HISTORY
The problem is that there is not enough known on the people involved in the group or the years running up to the tragedy. So many actions and events went unnoticed for so long that a factual account and the truth will probably get further and further away the more years that pass.
It has already become something of an urban legend for the new millennium. People make up their own account of what actually happened depending on their political and religious standpoint. Easy answers come from stating that the leaders were evil beings possessed with greed for money, or that they were a sect brainwashed with twisted religious ideas. Either may be the case but there is definitely a lot more to it. Due to the location of the Movement for the Restoration of the Ten Commandments of God and the lack of inside information it is difficult to paint a completely true and factual picture of what went on within this group. Reporters and local citizens of the area are so culturally different that any facts will be interpreted a thousand ways, and anti-cult groups have also forced their own beliefs about the tragedy into print, that it is hard to filter out what is the truth from what is just hearsay and whisper.
All this text can do is lay everything out for individual interpretations to be made but there are definitely no answers as to how or why such a massive tragedy took place whether it be murder or suicide.



Reverend�Jim�Jones
The�People�s�Temple
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At first it was believed that the deaths of 913 people in the Guyanese Jungle were a mass suicide. As the gruesome details of the last few days in what had become known as �Jonestown� came to light however, the horrendous truth emerged that the deaths may not all have been voluntary, and that one man may have been responsible instead for mass murder. The deceased all belonged to a group known as �The People�s Temple�, led by the Reverend Jim Jones.
Jim Jones was born in Lyn, Indiana, on May 13, 1931. Lyn was a farming town, and Jones did not have many friends as a child. Home life was difficult for the family as, due to a severe lung disease, his father was unable to work and therefore relied upon only a minimal pension to maintain his family. In order to bring in some extra money for the family, Jim Jones�s mother worked in a factory. Embittered by this hardship, Jones�s father, a veteran of the First World War, began to sympathise with the racist activities of the Ku Klux Klan. This leaning always seemed strange to the young boy though, as Jones�s mother was of Cherokee Indian descent. He did not understand how his racist father could support such a relationship, and therefore saw flaws in his father�s beliefs and values.
He did not want to be a follower of this hypocritical ideology. Perhaps because he had not been shown a clear religious path by either of his parents, Jim Jones took an exceptional interest in Bible Studies at school. In all other classes he was an average student. Inspired by what he learnt and the more he came to believe in the Christian faith, the more active he became in it. When the other children would leave school together and play, Jim Jones returned home, took up his position on his parents� front porch, and preached to the people who passed by the house.
At the age of 18, Jim decided to enrol on a religious studies course at Indiana University, and took a job as a porter at a Richmond hospital to fund this education. One year later, Jim became a pastor and also married Marceline Badwin, a nurse at the hospital. Now directly involved in the running of the church, Jim decided to introduce black worshippers into the congregation. One of his main pursuits was the running of the racially integrated church youth centre.
RESISTANCE�AND�DISAPPROVAL
In a segregated society such as that of Indianapolis, this was a move which met with much resistance and disapproval, not only from the bigoted members of the community, but also from the conservative affiliates of the church. Jones was not deterred however, and became even more determined to put a stop to this racism. His determination encouraged some of those who had initially wavered in their support to back him more fervently. As this support grew stronger, Jim Jones came to be seen as a leading figure in the fight for black people�s rights. His following soon became large enough to enable him to break away from his former church and set up his own, which he named �The People�s Temple�. It was a church for all races, and nobody was turned away. Jones prided himself on his bi-racial background and his Cherokee heritage. As a result, the area became a magnet for black people and the ethnic minorities of Indianapolis.
With the large majority of his congregation being black, Jim Jones turned to well-known, influential black preachers to guide him, and modelled his manner and performance on them. One of his mentors was Father Divine, a black preacher and faith-healer from Philadelphia. He asserted such influence over his flock, that they responded by bestowing gifts and luxuries on him. He led a very comfortable life based purely on donations and contributions from his followers. This opened Jim Jones�s eyes to what he himself may be able to achieve. He decided to put his own following to the test.
Over the course of a couple of weeks, Jones reported to the people of his church how the violence generated against him by the racists of the community and in particular, the Ku Klux Klan, was on the increase. He told them he had been attacked, his property had been vandalised, and his family were receiving threats. The stories appeared in the local press, leaked to them by Jones himself. Consequently, Jones was offered a job, fully paid, on the Human Rights Commission of Indianapolis and he received full support and backing by his followers in this role. Encouraged by the strength of this allegiance, not only of his own congregation but also of the mayor in offering him this role, Jones�s confidence grew. He soon seized what he thought would be an opportunity to test this commitment to the extreme.
JONES�DISCOVERS�GUYANA
America was in the throes of preparing herself for the threat of nuclear war, and millions of families were building themselves fall-out shelters. In a spoof article, a magazine responded to this nationwide panic by listing the top ten safest places in the world to be to maximise chances of survival in a nuclear war. Jones read the article in all seriousness, and his eyes fell upon Belo Horizonte in Brazil. He spoke to his congregation, telling them that he predicted wholesale nuclear destruction, but that he could lead them to a place where they would be safe. He went out ahead to explore the area, funding the trip entirely from the finances of the church. He did not like what he found though, and deemed the area unsuitable as a place to begin a new life and base his community. However, on the return journey he did stop over in Guyana for a couple of days.
To Jim Jones, Guyana was a much more viable option. A newly independent socialist democracy, it was the perfect place to live out his harmonious and socially equal ideal.
In view of this new and exciting discovery, Jim Jones returned home to an eagerly-awaiting congregation and told them that in fact, the threat of nuclear war had lessened and that consequently there was no immediate rush to move out to Brazil as he had originally planned.
Jim Jones continued his activities in The People�s Temple, embarking upon faith-healing to attract more followers to his church. News of his healing powers spread, and worshippers at the church witnessed those who claimed to have previously been sick and crippled, leap up in the middle of his sermons professing themselves to be cured of their illness or disability. No doubt these �miracles� had been fixed in advance by Jim Jones, but they had the desired effect and more people came.
A�CLAIM�TOO�FAR
But things got out of hand. Perhaps encouraged by Jones, the followers at The People�s Temple began to make claims that not only was their reverend curing the sick, but that he had actually brought no less than 40 of the faithful back from the dead. This attracted the unwanted attentions of the State Board of Psychology. Sensing the urgency and possible danger of this situation, Jim Jones gathered his followers together and fled for the Redwood Valley near Ukiah, California. It was a wise decision. As it was the mid-�60s and a haven for hippies and drop-outs, Jim Jones and The People�s Temple slipped in unnoticed and were left entirely to their own affairs.
CHARITY�WORK
Wisened by the brush he had with the authorities and the negative reports he had been subjected to in the media however, Jim Jones decided to safeguard himself against the possibility of such damaging press occurring again. He ingratiated himself with the local community by telling his congregation to take unpaid charity work, and to offer their homes up to foster children. Jones himself turned his attention to influential politicians and before long had been proclaimed foreman of the County Grand Jury. His only aim in acquiring this political power, he declared, was to use it to enforce greater social equality. In order to help him, citizens were asked to make donations to The People�s Temple, which consequently became a state-registered, tax-exempt religious body.
As Jones�s finances grew, he was able to establish a new church in San Francisco for his now 7,500-strong congregation. He never failed to impress as officials and the press watched on to see him distributing food and care for the poor and disadvantaged on a daily basis.
As more and more people handed over their income and life savings to The People�s Temple, not only did Jones�s finances grow, but his name spread far and wide too. His attentions now turned to South America, and to the starving children he believed he could �help� out there. In particular, he wanted to spread his aid to Guyana. He was supported in this endeavour not only by his own followers, but now by the politicians and civic leaders who looked to this exemplary missionary and praised his ceaseless fight for the poor and underprivileged of the world.
THE�ROAD�TO��JONESTOWN�
Perhaps carried away by his own phenomenal success however, Jim Jones began to get more and more extreme and puritanical in his views and preachings. He gave lengthy sermons about the evils of sex, and was beginning to encourage some of the married couples in the church to divorce so that he could choose more suitable partners for them from the Temple. As leader, he claimed he had the right to have sex with any of the female members he chose and forced them into many sexual acts against their will. He abused them sexually, and enjoyed watching them suffer physical abuse too. He would arrange fights, partnering children against adults to see the young ones knocked out. Some kids were tortured with cattle prods.
Yet he was still the golden boy in the eyes of the press. He kept the journalists away from some of the more sinister goings-on in the Temple by diverting their attention with the Temple Awards, huge financial rewards for reporters who had made �outstanding journalistic contributions to peace and public enlightenment�. The police department was also on his side, as grateful as they were for the charitable contributions he was making to the families of police officers who had lost their husbands, sons and fathers in the line of duty.
The bubble was about to burst though. News of Jim Jones�s remarkable, altruistic mission was spreading far and wide and it came to the attention of the White House that perhaps a little more unbiased investigation should be done into the activities of The People�s Temple. Knowing what probing any deeper than the superficial exterior of his mission would uncover, Jim Jones knew the time had come. The money he had been so generously sending to Guyana had in fact been used to procure a plot of land in the Guyanese Jungle, soon to be known as �Jonestown�. Accommodation had also been built, with space enough for Jim Jones to bring 1,000 followers. Here they would set up and live out Jim Jones�s utopia.
In November 1977, Jim Jones and 1,000 of his faithful followers left for Guyana, and behind them San Francisco breathed a sigh of relief that the problem of The People�s Temple was no longer its own. All of San Francisco that was, except for one man � Leo Ryan.
LEO�RYAN
Ryan was a local politician, and rather than waving Jones off, pleased to see the back of him, his concerns grew for the 1,000 citizens he had taken with him. He had already heard disturbing reports from the relatives of suicide victims who had belonged to, and attempted to leave, The People�s Temple while in San Francisco. Already, news was reaching him from the friends and family of those who had left for Guyana, that they were being held against their will, and that they were prisoners in Jonestown.
Ryan decided that he had to get out there, to see for himself the conditions in which these people were being held, and if indeed, they were being held against their will at all. He arranged the trip with the agreement of State Department officials, and also sent a telegram to Jim Jones to announce his forthcoming visit. Jones imposed some conditions on the visit, banning media coverage and insisting that the Temple�s legal counsel be present in all discussions.
When the time for the trip eventually came, Leo Ryan landed in Guyana to find that Jim Jones had retracted his permission to allow him to visit, and he was barred from even getting out of the plane. Lengthy negotiations ensued, and eventually Ryan was allowed access to Jonestown. What he found there confirmed his fears, and disturbed him greatly. The members, although professing complete devotion to their saviour Jim Jones, were indeed trapped � Jones had taken their passports from them. What�s more, they were in a poor physical state, weak and undernourished. Ryan addressed the group, telling them that any one of them was at complete liberty to leave with him, and that he guaranteed them total protection should they decide to do so. Out of the silent and slightly shocked group, one person stepped forward.
Ryan stayed on in Jonestown to talk further with the members of The People�s Temple. The journalists he had travelled out with, left to stay the night in a neighbouring town. When they were safely out of Jonestown, one of the journalists read a note which had been secretly passed to him by one of Jones�s followers. �Please, please get us out of here,� it said, �before Jones kills us.� Four people had signed the piece of paper. The second journalist claimed that one of the group had whispered the same thing, barely audibly to him.
On their return to Jonestown the next day, the journalists found Leo Ryan sitting with 15 people who had dared to say they wanted to leave. The plane in which Ryan and the journalists had made the trip to Guyana was only small, and it would have been impossible to carry the additional passengers back with them. So it was decided that they would have to call for a second plane to come and get them. The group was divided into two. Ryan was going to stay at the settlement and see if he could persuade any others to defect, but as the journalists and the defectors were about to leave, one of the Temple�s elders lunged at Ryan with a knife. He missed him, and Ryan was hauled onto the departing vehicle by his travelling companions. They travelled immediately to the airfield but the second plane had not yet arrived and they had to wait 40 minutes. As they reached the runway, a vehicle drove out at them, firing at them as it gave chase. Leo Ryan, one reporter, a cameraman and a photographer were killed straightaway. Then one of the followers, undoubtedly planted amongst the infidels by Jones, opened fire and murdered the pilot.
THE�END�OF�THE�IDEAL
Clearly already aware of the fate of Leo Ryan and his accompanying party, Jim Jones could forestall the inevitable no longer and knew that before long his �utopia� would be destroyed. He gathered his community in front of him, and told them that it was time for them to depart to a better place, and that they were too good for the world they currently inhabited. He was talking about the complete destruction of everything he had created, and as he spoke, a concoction of cyanide and sedative-laced soft drinks was brought out to his people. Babies were brought forward first, and the deadly liquid injected into their mouths. Remaining children were the next to die. Finally it was the turn of the adults. One by one they queued up to take this poison, but some showed their fear. Their belief failed them and they didn�t want to die. Those who refused the poison had their throats cut by Temple elders, or were shot in the head. Jim Jones was taking his entire congregation with him.
CARNAGE
The scene which greeted the Guyanese soldiers who arrived the next day was complete and total carnage. Only one or two terrified survivors were found, having crawled into tiny spaces underneath buildings and hidden to save themselves. Others were missing, presumably having escaped into the jungle. Of a total of 1,100 people believed to be in the compound, 913 were found dead. The body of Jim Jones was found with a single bullet wound in the right temple, believed to be self-inflicted.
Investigations into the massacre at Jonestown, and into The People�s Temple revealed that in fact, Jim Jones had been preparing his people for this mass suicide for many years. He was paranoid that the American government was planning to destroy him, his people and his work and had instilled the idea in the minds of his followers that he was their salvation, that as long as they obeyed and trusted only him he would look after them. Therefore, when the order came from their leader, their �father�, that the enemy was finally upon them and about to slaughter them all, they were trained to follow his instructions and believed that in so doing, they were taking a noble and dignified path to a better place.
The bodies, many unidentifiable, were brought home to the United States, where many cemeteries refused to bury them. Eventually, the Evergreen Cemetery in Oakland agreed to take the bodies � 409 in total. A memorial service is held there annually to remember those who died. The remainder were buried in family graveyards, or cremated.
Sadly, the 913 deaths recorded in Jonestown were not the end of the story. Members of the Temple who had survived the mass suicide in Guyana, took their own lives, and the lives of their children, within months of returning home anyway. Ex-members of the Temple, who presumably felt safe speaking out against Jim Jones and his followers following the disaster, were found shot dead.
Jonestown, having already been looted by locals, was destroyed by fire in the early 1980s.



Siberian�Satanist�Cult
Incited�murder,�or�suicide?
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In 1996, in the Russian city of Tyumen in Siberia, 1,400 miles east of Moscow, five young people were found hanged between the months of April and October. Police who investigated the individual deaths at first recorded them simply as suicides � tragic, but arousing no suspicion or cause for any further enquiries. However, when a link began to emerge between the five youths, the cases were re-opened, and a much larger investigation began to take shape.
Scribblings relating to secret and mystical beliefs were found amongst some of the possessions of the suicide victims. Decipherable, these related to an initiation ceremony, the final stage of which was ritual asphyxiation. Although the five youths had not died together, it was firmly believed that the deaths were somehow connected and that they had been involved in a very sinister organisation.
It emerged that this group of five had in fact been friends. Their ages varied, ranging from 17 to 22, but they all assembled together regularly in a basement. The basement, police discovered, contained a satanic altar, and the walls were adorned with signs of the devil, and secret messages which could not be understood.
The fourth of the quintet to die, Sergei Sidorov, had confided in his mother prior to his death that he was involved in something from which he could not escape. He told her that he was a satanist, but that even though he knew it was wrong he could not break out. When the father of Stas Buslov, a friend of Sergei who had died just before him, was informed of the details which were coming to light, he did some research of his own. He discovered that, in the previous year in the Tyumen region, 36 deaths by hanging had been recorded. All were aged between 12 and 22.
Despite having amassed no evidence to confirm that these were the actions of cult members, police believed that the deaths must have been the work of some kind of satanic cult. In March 1997, they launched a search for its leaders. It is rumoured that the head of the cult was a man in his early forties. With the help of two, younger assistants, he is believed to play on the naivety of the innocent, local children, persuading them to join him and his followers. Whether the deaths of the children of Tyumen were acts of murder, or whether their suicides were encouraged, or even demanded, is unlikely ever to be revealed. The police enquiries have so far been unsuccessful and it looks increasingly improbable that the truth will ever be revealed.



Section�Two:�Cult�Killings



Adolfo�De�Jesus�Constanzo
Murder�in�Matamoros,�Mexico
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In 1989, only three months since New Year�s Day, 60 people had been reported missing in the region of Matamoros, Mexico. Whether or not this was common knowledge, it would not have deterred the spring-break students of that year who had been planning their holiday, as generations of college-leavers had done for over 50 years before them, in the vice-ridden border town. Matamoros was the obvious choice for the fresh-faced students who had just completed their exams and wanted to party in a town where prostitution, sex-shows, drugs and alcohol were freely available. Matamoros was easily accessible across the Rio Grande from Brownsville in Texas, and so the students, an estimated 250,000 per year, came in their droves. In March 1989, Mark Kilroy was one of the college students to make the same time-honoured journey. Yet, unlike the others, he was never to return.
Mark Kilroy, however, did not simply become the 61st person to go missing. When his disappearance was reported his family demanded action, and his was a family with connections in high places. Immediately, a $15,000 reward was offered for either returning Mark safely to his family, or for information on who was responsible for his disappearance. The US Customs Service, who feared the involvement of Mexico�s evil drug traffickers, and the Texas authorities, kept up the pressure on the case in the USA, while in Mexico, the police in Matamoros began to question 127 of the area�s known criminals. In spite of trying to extract the required information by way of beating and torturing, the Mexican police were given no leads. It seemed to them that Mark Kilroy had simply �disappeared�.
OCCULT�ACTIVITY
As the search for Mark continued in Mexico, the police were beginning another of their routine drug crackdowns. Knowing that they were not able to permeate the inner circles of the Mexican drug barons directly, the police used roadblocks at border towns to catch those who did the dirty work of passing the drugs from country to country for them. At one such roadblock just outside Matamoros, known drug-runner Serafin Hernandez Garcia failed to stop at the police checkpoint and ignored the police who followed him in hot pursuit signalling continuously for him to pull over. The police tailed Garcia until he eventually stopped at a nearby derelict ranch. Inside the property, the police found not only evidence of drugs but also of occult activity.
Garcia and another man, David Serna Valdez, were arrested on drug-related charges, yet their behaviour in custody disturbed the police. Their situation appeared to be of little concern to them, and they claimed that their fate was in the hands of a much higher power which they knew would protect them. Unnerved by the pair�s comments, the police returned to the ranch where they spoke to a caretaker who confirmed that the property was used frequently by members of a drug ring run by Garcia�s uncle, Elio Hernandez Rivera. On the police�s presentation of a photograph, the caretaker also confirmed to them Mark Kilroy had visited the ranch, but just one time.
On receipt of this information, the police returned with no delay to interrogate Garcia in custody. To their surprise, Garcia disclosed further details willingly. He told police that Mark Kilroy had indeed been kidnapped and killed, and that he himself had been involved in his murder. Yet, he didn�t describe it as murder but rather as human sacrifice, one of many he claimed, which were performed in order to ensure occult protection over the drug syndicate. He called it their religion, their �voodoo�. The leader of this group, according to Garcia, was Adolfo de Jesus Constanzo. He was a master of magic and ordered the murders of the victims, first raping them and then making a �magic stew� from their internal organs and dismembered bodies.
Police needed to amass the evidence, and so took Garcia back to the ranch. He accompanied them willingly and led them straight to the makeshift graveyard where he showed them where to begin digging to uncover the remains of the first of 12 bodies. One of the bodies was that of Mark Kilroy, his skull was split in two, and his brain had been removed. Garcia led police to where they could find the missing brain � floating in a mixture of blood, animal remains and insects in a cauldron located in a nearby shed.
With all the evidence they had collected at the ranch, and Garcia�s willingness to assist them with their enquiries, the police were now evaded by only one last detail � the whereabouts of Adolfo de Jesus Constanzo.
ADOLFO�DE�JESUS�CONSTANZO
Adolfo de Jesus Constanzo was born to a Cuban immigrant in Miami in 1962. He had two siblings, and all three children had different fathers. The priest who blessed the infant Adolfo at the age of six months declared to his mother that the child was the chosen one, and destined for great things. The priest was of the Palo Mayombe religion, and blessed the young boy accordingly. Palo mayombe is an African religion, and believes that everything on earth is controlled by the spirits. Accordingly, its followers practise communicating with the spirits in order to control their own fate. It is considered an amoral religion as it allows each worshipper to create his own destiny using either black or white magic and drawing no distinction between the two.
When Adolfo�s mother moved her family to Puerto Rico, she kept their Palo Mayombe faith a secret and allowed the San Juan society to believe that her son had been baptized a Catholic. In private however, she was devoted to her faith and began Adolfo�s education in witchcraft and magic with fellow followers in both San Juan and Haiti. When they moved back to Miami in 1972, Adolfo began his formal training with a priest in Little Havana.
In school, Adolfo was a poor student. He was far more interested in the secrets of Palo Mayombe and chose to spend his time with his teacher. They went together to dig up graves in order to steal the contents for the sacrificial cauldron known to the religion as a �Nganga�, around which the main worship and practice of palo mayombe is carried out. Adolfo also began to get involved in petty crime, and within a couple of years had been arrested twice for shoplifting. He believed his �powers� to be increasing though, and his mother and teacher proclaimed him to be developing strong psychic abilities.
Adolfo�s faith took a sinister turn in 1983 when he chose Kadiempembe, Palo Mayombe�s equivalent of Satan, as his own patron saint and henceforth devoted his life to the worship of evil for profit. Encouraged by his mentor, he carved symbols into his own flesh and declared his soul to be dead. This signified the end of his training.
MAGICAL�POWERS
Later the same year, Adolfo took a modelling job in Mexico City and when he wasn�t working he went down to the red light district to tell fortunes with tarot cards. He became increasingly popular and developed a reputation as being a clairvoyant and having magic abilities. He attracted supporters and admirers, and took two male lovers from the group who followed him. He did return to Miami when the modelling was over, but he came back to Mexico City the following year. He moved in with his two lovers, and began a profitable career as a fortune teller and cleanser of enemy curses. His services were expensive, and it is recorded that some of his clients paid as much as $4,500 for just one treatment. Adolfo added magical potions to his list of services offered, and used the heads of goats, zebras, snakes and other animals in his costly concoctions.
Ordinary citizens provided Adolfo with a steady and satisfactory income but the real money, he was soon to discover, was to be made from Mexico�s drug dealers. They came to him to predict the outcome of larger deals and to forewarn them of police raids. They even paid him for magic which they believed would make them invisible to the police. For the money they were paying him, Adolfo realised that he would have to put on more of a performance than he had been and so his magical ceremonies became all the more elaborate. It was at this time that he began robbing graves of bones to add to his own cauldron.
Adolfo�s clientele became more and more high-profile. He even attracted members of the Federal Judicial Police, amongst them the commander in charge of narcotics investigations, and the head of the Mexican branch of Interpol. They were not just convinced by Adolfo�s fortune-telling and magic tricks, but revered him as a kind of god � he was their direct link to the spirits. Through his connections in the corrupt Mexican police force, Adolfo became acquainted with more of Mexico�s major drugs dealers and his profits began to soar.
HUMAN�SACRIFICES
It is not known at what point Adolfo stopped using the remains of those who were already dead, and instead began to make his own human sacrifices. It was, however, a massive drawing card for the drug barons he sought to impress, and his readiness to mutilate and murder both strangers and friends secured him what he believed to be firm connections within the upper echelons of the drug-dealing cartels. He had perhaps got a little carried away. He approached the Caldaza family, whose business and interests he had been closely protecting and nurturing over an entire year, and declared that he and his powers were the sole reason for their success and mere existence. He claimed that he should be granted full partnership in the association accordingly. The Caldaza family was one of the largest and most notorious drug cartels in Mexico, and they refused his presumptuous request.
Adolfo did not take this rejection well. Days later, the head of the family and six of the household disappeared. One week later, police found seven bodies, which had been dumped in the Zumpango River. They had been tortured, mutilated and some parts of the bodies had been removed. In Adolfo�s cauldron, these missing fingers, toes, hearts and genitals were bubbling away satisfactorily.
SARA�MARIA�ALDRETE�VILLAREAL
Across the border in Brownsville, Texas, Sara Maria Aldrete Villareal was a conscientious and successful student at the Porter High School. A model pupil according to her teachers, she was encouraged to pursue a college education but she became distracted by the attentions of Miguel Zacharias. They married, but it was not to last and after only five months they had separated.
With her failed marriage behind her, the Mexican-born Sara returned home to her parents� house in Matamoros, but also resumed her academic career and enrolled at Texas Southmost College to study physical education. Once again, she excelled in her chosen field and quickly became one of the college�s most outstanding students. She devoted a lot of time to her studies and even commenced part-time work as both an aerobics instructor and a secretary in the college�s athletic department. She was so busy that she only went home for weekends and holidays. When she did go home, she spent time with her boyfriend, the drug-dealer Gilberto Sosa, who had close links with the notorious Hernandez family.
The relationship with Sosa brought Sara swiftly to the attention of Adolfo de Jesus Constanzo who had been carefully monitoring Sosa�s movements in order to assess his position on the Mexican drug scene, and to evaluate his possible connections. When he spied the tall, athletic and very beautiful Sara, he engineered a meeting.
Adolfo swung his Mercedes into Sara�s car as she drove through Matamoros one afternoon in July 1987, choreographing the accident to ensure that he just missed her. He got out of the car, and apologised profusely to Sara. Instantly she was attracted by his good looks and charming manner, and there was clearly a very obvious attraction between them. They became friends, and slowly Adolfo set about destroying her relationship with Sosa. He achieved this by planting doubt in Sosa�s mind about Sara�s fidelity. Finally, he made an anonymous phone-call to Sosa and informed him that Sara was cheating on him. Despite her protestations of innocence, the jealous Sosa finished with Sara and she turned to Adolfo for comfort.
The pair did embark on a sexual relationship, but Adolfo�s homosexuality could not be suppressed, and the physical side of their relationship soon petered out. By the time this happened though, it mattered little to Sara who had, in quite a short time, become completely brainwashed by Adolfo�s beliefs and practices. She became fascinated by the occult and discarded her passion for her physical education at college to pursue a deeper interest in magic and witchcraft. To Adolfo she became �La Madrina�, the godmother.
THE�HERNANDEZ�FAMILY
Sara had retained her links, originally established via Sosa, with the Hernandez family, and Adolfo was keen to exploit them. He predicted that the family would consult Sara over a problem, and that when they did, she was to introduce them to him. It all came to pass.
Adolfo�s plan couldn�t have been orchestrated at a better time. There was much discontent in the Hernandez family and their position on the drug scene was threatened by heavy competition. Adolfo walked in with the answers to all their problems � magic. For the nominal fee of 50 per cent of their wealth, and their complete compliance with his instructions, Adolfo promised to rid them of their enemies. He would not only dispose of the rival drug dealers, but would do so by sacrificing them to the spirits. This way the spirits would offer safety and protection to the family. He also claimed that by trusting him implicitly, he could make the family members and their employees invisible to the police and resistant to their bullets.
And so the killing began, becoming more bloodthirsty and sadistic with every sacrifice. According to Adolfo, excruciating suffering was fundamental to the beliefs of Palo Mayombe and the more agonising the death, the more pleased the spirits were. When two members of the Hernandez family were abducted by a rival drug gang, and subsequently released unharmed, Adolfo claimed that they had been saved purely by a ghastly torture and sacrifice that he had conducted, and by the family�s faith in him and in Palo Mayombe.
Adolfo increased the slaughter, and drug dealers were sacrificed indiscriminately. Adolfo even murdered a 14-year-old member of the Hernandez family, realising too late who the young boy was. There were however, no consequences. Adolfo stole contraband from all the dealers he murdered, and by early 1989 had accumulated 800 kilos of marijuana. He decided to smuggle it into the US, but realising that it was such a big job, knew that he would need a very special sacrifice to ensure a safe journey. Having struggled with a previous sacrifice whom he ended up simply having to shoot, he instructed his followers to go out and bring back someone who would not fight, but who would really scream. They returned with Mark Kilroy.
AFTERMATH�OF�THE�KILROY�KILLING
Adolfo did not expect the reaction which the Kilroy murder triggered.
Perhaps society had turned a blind eye to the dark and sinister dealings of the drugs world, and allowed the dealers and henchmen to operate within their own rules. Maybe they felt that those who had suffered such gruesome deaths deserved their fate. But when an innocent college student met with such a violent end, there was silence no longer.
Kilroy�s family, with the support of the US and their political connections behind them, demanded that Mark�s killer be found. The Mexican police were forced to take action, recognising that by killing an American � and a wealthy, white one at that � Adolfo had this time gone too far. They were going to have to bring him to justice to avoid a disastrously damaging international outcry.
In spite of the fervour building up around him, Adolfo still had to complete his deal on the 800kg of marijuana. He decided that Gilberto Sosa, Sara�s former boyfriend, would make the necessary sacrifice. The deed done, he successfully smuggled the drugs across the border.
ADOLFO�ON�THE�RUN
But the net was closing in on Adolfo. Serafin Hernandez Garcia had been arrested by police and had led them to his ranch, where evidence of his sinister and sadistic rituals, and the mutilated corpses of the victims themselves, had been discovered. Showing less faith in the protection of the spirits than his disciple Garcia, Adolfo fled, taking Sara, two male lovers, and a hit man from the Hernandez family with him.
His first thought was to run to Miami, but the authorities knew that this was where his mother lived, and were already looking for him there. So he remained in Mexico City, relying on his followers to hide him for short periods each.
Media attention was on the increase and shocking television shows were aired which detailed the events in Matamoros. These were broadcast internationally. Nationwide sightings of Adolfo and Sara were repeatedly reported but none of them confirmed. The police presence at border controls swelled and everyone was on the look-out for the fugitives, but they were nowhere to be found.
PARANOIA
Adolfo turned to his tarot cards, and in them read betrayal. He became more and more paranoid that his close friends were going to turn him in. He hardly slept, threatened everyone with the power of the spirits, and kept a submachine gun with him at all times. When he saw on the television news of April 22, 1989, that arsonists had burnt his ranch to ashes, and witnessed priests exorcising the remains with holy water, Adolfo flew into a blind fury and destroyed the apartment in which he was hiding.
Two days later, another of Adolfo�s disciples was arrested. He, like Garcia, held nothing back when questioned by police and confirmed all the statements they had already received detailing the occult practices at the ranch, and naming Adolfo de Jesus Constanza as the leader, El Padrino.
On April 27, Adolfo moved himself and his elite entourage one last time. Still unable to leave Mexico City, they moved to an apartment on Rio Sena. Witnessing the daily change in Adolfo and his increasing paranoia, and consequently fearing for her own safety, Sara secretly wrote a note which she threw from the window on to the street below. It read:
Please�call�the�judicial�police�and�tell�them�that�in�this�building�are�those�that�they�are�seeking.�Give�them�the�address,�fourth�floor.�Tell�them�that�a�woman�is�being�held�hostage.�I�beg�for�this,�because�what�I�want�most�is�to�talk���or�they�re�going�to�kill�the�girl.
The note was discovered, but discarded. Its finder believed it to be a joke in very poor taste and thought nothing more of it.
In spite of her failed attempt, Sara did not have much longer to wait. On May 6, police were conducting a routine door-to-door enquiry, looking for information on a missing child, completely unconnected with Adolfo�s crimes. They arrived at the building on Rio Sena. Within an hour, Adolfo de Jesus Constanzo lay dead.
SHOOT-OUT
Adolfo had spied the police from his window and lost his nerve, assuming they had come for him. He opened fire, raining bullets down on them. The unsuspecting police very quickly called for help and were instantly joined by their backup. In total, 180 policemen surrounded the building. The shoot-out continued for 45 minutes, until Adolfo realised that he was never going to escape. He gave his gun to the former Hernandez hitman and ordered him to kill him and one of his male lovers. At first, the order was refused, but Adolfo became angry and threatened him with eternal damnation. The gun was fired, and Adolfo slumped to the ground. Police charged into the building, found the two dead bodies, and arrested the three survivors.
SENTENCES�FOR�THE�SURVIVORS
With El Padrino dead, the Mexican authorities turned their attention to the surviving members of Adolfo�s cult � the three they had pulled out of the apartment on Rio Sena, and the many who had already been arrested and had happily confessed to participating in the slaughters.
All but Sara Aldrete admitted to their own involvement. She however, claimed that she had been a victim. Her lengthy protestations gave her away though, and instead of clearing her of guilt, they exposed the knowledge she had had of the secret and brutal rituals of the cult. She received a sentence of 62 years from the Mexican courts, and should she ever be released from prison there, then the US authorities are ready to try her for the murder of Mark Kilroy. Over 20 other members of Adolfo�s cult were brought to justice � the longest sentence passed was 67 years.
Yet Mexico is still not breathing easy. Many suspicious crimes cannot be explained, and some ritual murders remain unsolved. Former members of Adolfo�s cult, including Sara Aldrete, claim that their religion has not reached its conclusion and that Adolfo�s practices continue. Mexican authorities believe that Adolfo de Jesus Constanzo was responsible for the majority of the crimes, even some for which they cannot posthumously convict him. They fear though that he didn�t commit them all, but that somebody else, who has yet to be identified, did.



The�Kirtland�Killings
Jeffrey�Lundgren�and�his�Mormon�splinter�group
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Jeffrey don lundgren was born on May 3, 1950 in the city of Independence, Missouri. The Lundgrens seemed like an average American family in many ways, Jeffrey�s father Don went to work whilst his mother, Lois, stayed at home to look after him and his younger brother and keep the house looking presentable.
The family were avid church goers, and like many Independence residents, were part of the local Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints (RLDS) congregation, which is an off-shoot in between Christianity and Mormonism. The vision statement of the RLDS reads as follows:
We believe that the future belongs to God and that the promise of God's kingdom shall be fulfiled. We have a vision of that kingdom where the name of Jesus Christ is truly honoured, where God's will is done on earth, where the hungry are fed, poverty is alleviated, sinners are repentant, and sin is forgiven. We believe that love is the proper foundation of our relationship with others, that opportunity to grow in the likeness of Christ should be fostered, and that the resources of the world can be managed to respect and preserve their creation and purpose. We have a vision of a time when all evil is overcome and peace prevails. Impelled by this vision, we will be an international community of prophetic vision, faithful to the risen Christ, empowered by hope, spending ourselves courageously in the pursuit of peace and justice.
Although there was nothing extremely unusual about the Lundgrens, and they did try their best to raise a respectable family, it was noted on many occasions that Don Lundgren was an overly authoritative father with many strict rules. He would often severely punish both Jeffrey and his brother for childish pranks that they did not deserve such reprimand for. In comparison Lois Lundgren was quite a distant mother who did not give her sons much maternal love, she was a stand-offish, unapproachable woman whose main priority in her role as the housewife was definitely the home rather than the children.
Jeffrey Lundgren went to a local school and was seen by the majority of his peers as a loner with a pretentious streak. Throughout school nothing much really kept his attention, but through his father he found one hobby that kept his interest � shooting guns. Don had had this pastime for years and when Jeffrey got to his teens Don thought he should share his hobby with his son. They would spend hours together practising target shooting as well as gun maintenance and also hunting and wilderness survival, these were all skills that Don Lundgren thought any respectable American male should have.
Jeffrey managed to graduate from high school, and was accepted on an electrical engineering course at the Central Missouri State University. In his first year at University he met some students that he was able to befriend at the RLDS student house; one person in particular would prove to have a life changing effect on him. This person was Alice Keeler.
A�SUITABLE�PARTNER
Alice was born on January 21, 1951 in a small town about 20 miles outside of Independence, called Macks Creek. She possessed many similarities to Jeffrey whilst growing up, preferring her local church group to her school and peers. She was the eldest of four siblings and had a relatively happy childhood up until the age of 12 when her father found out he had multiple sclerosis. As her father got weaker so did the family. He was no longer able to provide for them so Alice�s mother had to get a job as a secretary at a local firm. This meant that as the oldest child, Alice instinctively took on her mother�s role as carer for her three siblings and her infirm father. This misfortune caused her to become even more introverted at school but she managed to stay on top of things with the help of the church youth group which continued to take precedence over school activities. When everything else had crumbled around her, her faith had kept her going.
Despite her problems at home and school, Alice graduated from high school and gained a place at the Central Missouri State University where again she became an active member of the student church youth group. It was here that Jeffrey and Alice first met and it was not long before they became an item.
Alice fell pregnant to Jeffrey in 1969, and to the disappointment of both sets of parents, they dropped out of their university courses. Jeffrey�s parents were so enraged by their son�s behaviour that they refused to go to the wedding when the couple married the following spring.
Jeffrey needed to start providing for his new family so he signed up to the Navy and was enlisted to serve as an electrical technician. He served four years in this position and by the time he came out on honourable discharge his second son had been born.
The family of four settled in San Diego, California and rekindled their interest in the RLDS. Before long they were strong members of the congregation who spent a lot of their spare time organising and participating in the churches events and making a conscious effort to enlist new members, trying especially hard to convert any friends, old and new, who were of different beliefs.
Things started to take a turn for the worse in the late �70s. Ever since he had left the US Navy, Jeffrey had found it extremely difficult to find a job that would bring in a big enough income to support his ever growing family. He decided to relocate his family back to Independence hoping that finding a job would be easier there, but the job market did not seem to be the problem as whenever Jeffrey did manage to get a job he could not hold it down due to his dream-like, irresponsible personality.
VIOLENT�STREAK
When the Lundgrens� third child, Kirsten, was born in 1979 Jeffrey seemed to switch from being annoyingly irresponsible to downright aggressive, and started to abuse his wife and children. It is reported that Alice even needed surgery once after Jeffrey pushed her down a flight of stairs.
In the September of 1980, Alice gave birth to the Lundgrens� fourth child � family and friends have speculated that she became pregnant in order to try and save her rapidly crumbling marriage; to stop the abuse and curb Jeffrey�s roaming eye.
TOO�LIBERAL
Around this time, in the early �80s, the RLDS was having a spring clean and started to change some of their archaic rules. When, in 1985, they announced that they were going to start allowing women to become ordained as priests, Jeffrey knew it was time to move onto something new. Jeffrey felt disenchanted with these liberal ideologies, and the lay minister desired to return to the fundamentals of the Mormon faith, which among other things, taught women to be submissive to men.
Jeffrey believed that the truth lay somewhere in the Scriptures and even though the RLDS was not going to help him, he would still find the answers. It was not long before a Mormon splinter group had formed, with Jeffrey Lundgren in command and other disillusioned RLDS members as his followers.
Bible teachings and study groups were held regularly at the Lundgren house and soon many of his friends and family moved away from the RLDS and into his arms.
Even though as a boy, Jeffrey had been quite a loner, over the years he had learnt how to come across as confident and this side of his personality was what shone at this time of his life. He had a real way with people and it did not take long for his followers to become convinced that he had uncovered the true meaning of the Scriptures. The strange effect that he had started to have on people even caused some followers to donate money for the upkeep of his family � did this start Jeffrey Lundgren�s brain ticking with ideas, or did he think it was God�s way of saying thank you?
The sums of money that Lundgren was receiving were helpful but modest, and it wouldn�t be long before greed would start to take over.
Lundgren soon declared that God had spoken to him and told his followers that they needed to move to Kirtland, Ohio to start a revolution. He told his congregation that they were going to do good deeds such as feed the hungry and help the poor, much in the way that Christ had done over 1,500 years previously, and very true to the ideologies of the RLDS. Such positive statements enthralled his followers and they wanted to find out more.
So, in mid August, 1984, the Lundgren family and a handful of followers arrived at the Chapin Forest Country Park, a few miles from the Kirtland Temple.
The Kirtland Temple was built by Joseph Smith Junior, the 1830 founder of the Latter Day Saints in Western New York. The temple started to be built in 1833 after Smith apparently received a revelation from God telling him that a place of worship was to be constructed in Kirtland and it has become a source of history and divinity ever since.
It was in Chapin Forest that Lundgren declared his revelations to his flock, funnily enough they were much like Joseph Smith Junior�s revelations, and described how they would have to use the original RLDS temple for a while. Both Alice and Jeffrey managed to get jobs as temple guides, due to their extensive knowledge of the faith. The job gave them a small salary and also free lodgings and meals. This was a perfect set up for the vision that was starting to grow within Lundgren�s head as he knew he would be able to use his position to subconsciously pass his views onto the temple visitors, and maybe even sway some more recruits.
THE�MAKING�OF�A�LEADER
Slowly, the greed that was growing inside Lundgren started to take over, and he began pilfering from the donations that the church received and from the earnings of the visitor centre, that both he and Alice had easy access to. Nobody suspected that such a religiously moral man would do such a thing, that he got away with daylight robbery. In fact, people were starting to see Lundgren as the opposite to a petty criminal and more like a saint.
Jeffrey restarted his home seminars and bible groups in Kirtland and his group of followers grew quickly. He mesmerised people with his endless knowledge of the Scriptures and his promises of kindness yet to come. In 1984 one of Jeffrey�s old navy friends, Kevin Currie, was visiting Kirtland Temple and was surprised to find Lundgren there working as a guide. Currie was bewitched by Lundgren�s wisdom and aura that he immediately relocated to Kirtland and moved in with Lundgren�s ever increasing flock, Currie even surrendered his monthly earnings to the Lundgrens cause. More and more people would re-think their lives after going on one of Jeffrey�s temple tours, many saw him as a prophet and believed that to get close to God they would have to be close to Lundgren.
Dennis and Tonya Patrick had known Alice and Jeffrey from their days at University and had moved to Kirtland, from Independence with their daughter Molly. Like all the others before them they were so taken aback by Lundgren�s teachings that they thought that there was no alternative, even though they did not like the way in which he treated his children � the abuse was continuing � they looked past it, and selfishly thought of themselves.
Throughout the year Lundgren�s teachings became more and more extreme and rigid, violence started coming into play, but like many extreme religious groups, balanced thinking gets replaced with abiding by the prophet�s rules. Lundgren was by this point seen as the next step from Joseph Smith Junior, and in Mormon terms, you couldn�t get much higher on Earth therefore his instructions even surpassed the importance of the Scriptures.
By the end of 1986 Lundgren started claiming to his flock that he had received prophecies from God regarding the end of the world. The prophecy, Lundgren claimed, stated that Jesus would return to Earth and destroy everything except those righteous few who were within the Kirtland Temple. He gave his followers two dates on which this would happen, but each time the date came and went with no avail. So Jeffrey quickly changed his prediction. He stated that his group should take hold of the Kirtland Temple on May 3, 1988, conveniently enough this date was also Lundgren�s birthday.
It was around this time that member Kevin Currie decided enough was enough and left the group as he could no longer handle the teachings of Lundgren. The rest of the congregation started to prepare for the day of the siege. Lundgren ordered his flock to wear military style uniforms, they had to march everywhere and were trained, just as Jeffrey had been by his own father, to load, unload and fire guns proficiently. They regularly practised combat tactics and watched violent Vietnam style war films in order to psyche themselves up for the main event. Lundgren had them believe that they were the good people of the world fighting a true and just cause of worldly evil.
In 1987 a family that Lundgren had known from his religious seminars in Independence, the Averys, moved to Kirtland in order to join the Lundgren cause. Jeffrey had never liked the family but upon their arrival in Kirtland he could not do enough for them, he knew too well that they had collateral from the sale of their house and once he had convinced them that he would care for them like he would his own family, they donated $10,000 of their savings to him. They were convinced that it would make them better off in the future as surely giving up such a huge amount of money to such a saintly person would make them slightly more god-like themselves?
Lundgren had become so obsessed with his personal plight that it was not surprising when officials from the RLDS started to question his practices and went as far as to annul all the religious titles that he held. This angered Lundgren and he immediately cancelled his membership of the church, left his job, and moved into a large farmhouse property that would soon house both his family and many of his followers. They settled on their 15-acre farm and prepared for the day that they would meet God, which in turn would be their final day on planet Earth.
At the beginning of September, Kevin Currie the member who had left, decided he had made the wrong decision and reinstated himself as a member of Lundgren�s clan. Currie had felt extreme guilt after leaving the first time and decided to return and this time not listen to the part of his consciousness that was questioning Lundgren�s authenticity.
Throughout the latter part of 1987, Lundgren managed to stock pile a vast amount of ammunition and weaponry which his eldest son, Damon, was in charge of. Jeffrey Lundgren�s children had been part of their father�s ever growing strangeness since birth, they did not know a different life, to them their father spoke the truth and it was the only one they knew.
At the beginning of 1988 Kevin Currie once again left the group, this time for good, as he could not get certain quirks of Lundgren�s out of his head. All Currie had wanted was to be a godly righteous man, but as Lundgren�s teachings went on he became more and more disillusioned by them and his mind had stayed strong enough to break out while he still could. Currie wanted to make a clean break, but Lundgren�s strange ways kept playing on his mind, so much so that he filed a report to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI just presumed that it was a hoax, and if not a hoax a minor problem that could be sorted by the local authorities so they passed the information onto Kirtland police department. The police chief immediately started investigating Lundgren and his group as he had a feeling that it was much more than a hoax.
Lundgren had no idea that an investigation had started on him, but he was extremely angry that Currie had walked out for a second time, this anger was to build when a lady by the name of Shar Lea Olsen also decided to leave. Shar had joined the group in 1987 after she had spent the weekend in Kirtland visiting a couple of friends who were already solid group members. She had been extremely impressed by Lundgren and had wanted to learn more. But by the time Shar left she had a rather different view of Lundgren and his enlightenments. She had wanted to leave for many months before she finally did so but had become so scared for her life that it took her time to build up the courage to make the final break.
THE�SHOWN�GOES�ON
Jeffrey Lundgren may have lost two of his followers but he still had many more who were willing to do anything for him and follow his every instruction. By the autumn of 1988 Lundgren was holding lengthy scripture lectures that would last well into the night, he got into the habit of wearing military combat gear during his lectures and kept a loaded gun at his side. His scripture lectures became more and more violent and he translated the meanings for his own purpose. Anything he didn�t like about his flock he would bring to their attention in the following lecture and say that the Scripture stated that it was a sin.
The main promise that kept his flock so obeying was that Lundgren had sworn that they would get to see God. Over the months Lundgren started to analyse this promise and decided that God would be so angry with the sins of man when he returned to Earth that the Kirtland group would be at his mercy. This did not bode well, so to rectify this Lundgren amended his divine forecast. He told his followers that he had had another vision which told him that he needed to sacrifice the Avery family in order to save the rest of them. Lundgren demonstrated this by claiming that Dennis Avery was dismissive and did not listen to his teachings, Cheryl Avery was too obstinate to be virtuous and their children were uncontrollable. All these signs, Lundgren told his flock, showed that they were sinners who should be sacrificed for the good of the rest of them. Lundgren�s flock did not question his statements, in fact now Lundgren had mentioned it, they too could see what sinners the Averys were � sinners who deserved to be punished. In Lundgren�s warped mind, killing the Averys in the name of God was the only sensible thing to do.
SACRIFICE
By the beginning of April 1989, a plan for the demise of the Averys started to come together. Lundgren instructed that a pit should be dug in one of the farm�s outbuildings which would conceal the bodies. Lundgren told his flock that it was imperative that the murders happen and once they had they would all abandon the farmhouse and reform at a new venue. At the same time he informed the Averys to pack up their belongings and told them that they were all going on a pilgrimage.
A motel room was booked for the Averys and all their belongings were brought from their rented accommodation to the farm house. They suspected nothing, Lundgren had so many rules and regulations that anything was possible.
On April 17, 1989 the group prepared for what would be their final meal together. After dinner the Averys� fate became real. Once Dennis Avery seemed to be deep in concentration in whatever he was doing, Lundgren gathered five of his right hand men in his bedroom. He produced a pistol from his belt and asked for a show of hands to confirm that the men were all in allegiance with him, and they were. So the plan, that unbeknown to the Averys had been discussed over the previous few weeks started to be put into action. They had decided that the best way to do it would be to lead the family one by one into the barn and kill them separately, and this is what they did.
First to meet their fate was Dennis Avery. Ron Luff, who was seen by Lundgren as one of his most righteous brothers, someone who never questioned his teachings, walked out of the barn and back into the house. He went over to Dennis and asked for his assistance in the barn to help with packing the equipment for the subsequent pilgrimage that they were about to embark on. Dennis, of course agreed, and why wouldn�t he? He followed Ron into the barn where they were met by Richard Brand, Danny Kraft, Greg Winship, Jeffrey�s son Damon and of course Jeffrey himself. As soon as Dennis got close to his comrades his was shot at by a stun gun. The desired effect of this was to silence him but the stun wasn�t strong enough and instead he cried out in pain and then in mercy as it was now obvious to him that the end of his life was close.
The five men grabbed Dennis, bound his arms and gagged his mouth with duct tape, and threw him into the ready made grave. Greg, who was now outside, was given the signal to start the chain saw in order to muffle the sound of things to come, whilst Jeffrey took aim. Two shots were fired straight into Dennis�s back and the chain saw stopped. The men stood in silence and one by one filed into the area of the barn where Dennis�s body now lay in a blood stained crumpled heap, and took stock of the gruesome murder they had all been involved in. A few contemplative moments later Ron left the barn and made his way back up to the barn to collect the second victim.
Cheryl Avery, Dennis�s wife, was pottering around when Ron reached her, completely oblivious to the fact that Dennis was lying dead in a shallow grave a few metres from where she was standing.
Ron told Cheryl that Dennis needed her help in the barn packing their bags, again it was an extremely normal request, so she immediately accompanied Ron back to the barn. As they entered, Cheryl was met with the stun gun which for the second time did not have desired effect, she was in pain but still totally conscious and aware. Unlike her husband, Cheryl did not scream or beg for her life, she just slid down onto her knees whilst she was bound with the tape. Ron and Richard dragged her over to the pit where her husband lay and threw her in, at the same time Greg started the chain saw. Ron and Richard then stepped out of the room and Jeffrey prepared to take a second life. He fired three shots, two hit Cheryl on the right side of her chest and the other hit her in the stomach. Like her husband she was dead in an instant.
After this murder, there was no time to stand around looking at the aftermath, as Jeffrey was worried that the shots may have been heard, so he ordered the men to check the area. Everything was done in the style of a commando operation; quickly and quietly. Once the men were sure that they had not been heard, Jeffrey instructed Ron to go back to the house for a third time to get the first of the Avery children.
The three daughters had been sitting in the living room playing computer games and discussing the next day�s trip, a couple of the females who were part of the plan were with them in order to make sure they didn�t stray. Ron entered the living room and asked Tina Avery to accompany him. The 15-year-old followed Ron into the barn and stood completely still, in complete shock and confusion as the men bound her. A few minutes later and she was lying in a pit with her dead mother and father. Jeffrey Don Lundgren, still completely calm and in control pulled the trigger for a sixth time and the bullet shaved past the top of Tina�s skull. She attempted a muffled scream of pain but moments later she was shot again, this time the bullet went directly into her skull. Tina Avery had met the same fate as her parents, callously murdered in cold blood.
The men were now possessed, no human remorse was apparent on that day, whether or not guilt was being felt inside may never be known. Lundgren and his flock continued with their task. Next on the hit list was 13-year-old Rebecca Avery. Ron re-entered the living room and asked Rebecca and her younger sister Karen if they wanted to see the horses. Ron said that they could only go one at a time so as not to scare them. Karen waited with the women as her older sister was escorted by Ron back to the barn.
Once in the barn the men pretended they were playing a game and picked her up and bound her. They lowered her into the blood-spattered pit and she was placed on top of her dead mother. For the fourth time that evening Greg powered up the chain-saw, the routine was well rehearsed now, it was automatic. Jeffrey fired the gun and the bullet pierced her thigh. A second shot was fired which hit Rebecca in the chest. She was left spluttering for her life. Jeffrey never fired a compassionate shot to put her out of the pain she was in so Rebecca Avery was left to die a slow, painful and lonely death.
So with four out of five sacrifices complete, Ron went back to the house for the last surviving member of the Avery family. Six-year-old Karen Avery was so excited about seeing the horses that she jumped up onto Ron�s back and was given a piggy back ride to her fate. The same routine took place and after Jeffrey Lundgren had fired two shots their mission was complete. All five members of the Avery family were now lying in a heap in the make-shift grave. Lundgren ordered a couple of the men to smother the bodies with a lime solution and then cover them with dirt. Afterwards, bin bags were placed on top of them and the job was complete. The men made their way back to the farm house.
Whilst the murders had taken place, Alice Lundgren had left the compound with the younger children. After confirming that the job had been done she returned. Soon after, Alice went with son Damon and husband Jeffrey to the motel where some of the Avery belongings had been stashed, and removed them. Upon their return Jeffrey called the rest of the group into the classroom for a late night prayer meeting. There was silence throughout the class and it is reported that Richard Brand was the only one brave enough to speak. He believed that no one deserved to die in the way that the Averys just had. Lundgren was quick to give an explanation for the events stating that it was God�s will that it had happened.
After what must have been quite a disturbed night�s sleep, the group prepared for their departure from the farmhouse. Lundgren ordered them to split up into smaller groups, leave at intervals, and meet up in Pennsylvania for further instructions.
The group did this, they were extremely fearful of their leader now, but also of their fellow members, no one knew who could be trusted, therefore any angst was not relayed to the others. Lundgren finally found a well-hidden campsite in West Virginia that they were ordered to make base for the next few weeks, he loved the new power he now had over his flock and adored being feared. He often boasted to members of the group who had not witnessed the massacre, about the events of that horrid night; Lundgren was indestructible.
Back in Kirtland, the police officer who had been contacted by the FBI after Kevin Currie had left Lundgren�s group for a second time, was doing a routine patrol past the farmhouse the day after the murders when a ghostly shiver travelled up and down his spine. Deputy Ron Andolsek noticed that the farmhouse was deserted and he thought to himself that it was odd that the group had just suddenly disappeared. But there was not much he could do as they had not, he thought, done anything wrong. Little did he know that a family of five were laying murdered in a shallow grave within one of the barns on the farmhouse�s land.
With the soldierly base camp now up and running in West Virginia, Lundgren embarked on a tough regime. There was round the clock guard duty and Lundgren instructed the men of the group to shoot down anybody or anything that came towards them, they even had an anti-aircraft sub-machine gun for use if helicopters were to attack. Jeffrey Don Lundgren was at his most paranoid and at his most vicious, and by August 1989 his teachings had become as extreme as his personality, he even ordered that the men surrendered their wives to him so that they could be cleansed and purified by his godly seed.
On October 13, 1989, Lundgren decided that it was time for his flock to move on. He knew that a friend of one of his women had an empty barn just outside of Chilhowee, Missouri that they had been given permission to use temporarily. The group stayed there for around ten days before Lundgren decided that they should all split up for the winter, get jobs, save their salaries, meet back up in the spring and pass their earnings over to him.
Was Lundgren now scared that he was going to get found out for what he had done? Was he worried that his flock were about to turn on him? Did he really think that after the winter break his flock would still be willing to return to their master?
The winter parting was the moment a few of Lundgren�s trustee members had been waiting for. It was their chance to escape from Jeffrey�s throws without any worries. Richard Brand and Greg Winship, both of whom had been heavily involved in the April massacre, had started to see the past few months from a new perspective, they could no longer live with the past or live with a future at the hands of Lundgren and his teachings. The two men left camp at the end of October and were followed closely after by Ron Luff and two of the women, Sharon Bluntschly and Kathy Johnson, who were both carrying Lundgren�s children.
By December, Jeffrey was starting to panic, realization hit him that many of his members were probably glad to be out of his clutches and may even feel the need to confess to either friends or the police about their lives under the rule of him. The Lundgren family and a few others decided to move on to California, where they would lay low and see if any investigation arose. Lundgren stored all his weapons and ammunition in a safety deposit box and waited.
On December 31, 1989 Keith Johnson was crushed, the guilt that had been building up inside him since April had finally exploded and he decided that he needed to inform the police about Jeffrey Lundgren and the murders that had taken place. He told the Kansas police everything about life under Lundgren�s regime and gave detailed accounts of each of the five murders, ending his confession by drawing a map of where the bodies were buried. The map was immediately faxed over to the FBI department in Cleveland. The FBI agent who received the fax, did not for a minute believe what he was reading and thought it would be a waste of the bureau�s time if they were to investigate the report. Instead, the FBI passed the telephone number of Kirtland police department onto Kansas police department. Thankfully the Chief of Police in Kirtland, Dennis Yarborough took the matter as serious, he knew that his Deputy, Ron Andolsek, had been commenting on the oddities of Lundgren and his flock for months now and appointed him the task of tracking down the Avery family � why they did not go straight to the barn as drawn on the map, is another matter altogether.
After a few days of speaking to friends and family members of the Averys, it became apparent that there had been no sight or sound of them for months. Cheryl Avery�s mother, Donna Bailey, had always received letters from her daughter but they had recently stopped. Deputy Adolsek took this as a sign that a search of the farm needed to take place. He gained permission from the farmhouse owner and on January 3, 1990, both Adolsek and Yarborough made their way to the farmhouse that had been the Lundgrens home for over a year. With the map in hand that Johnson had sketched, the police officers made their way to the barn and could never have been ready for what they were about to encounter.
The first thing that hit the Chief and his Deputy was the putrid smell of decay, there is nothing quite like the smell of rotting flesh. When they reached the area marked on the map it did not take long for the policemen to work out what they had uncovered. They were standing next to the grave of the Avery family. The two men immediately called for back up and also requested the service of the fire brigade to help with the excavation.
Although they had been briefed on the situation, the firemen were not quite ready for the smell that rapidly got worse as they started to dig. The smell got so bad that many officers had to leave the barn and were violently sick. The ones that carried on were met with murky brown water with what looked like flesh floating on the top. After a few minutes they unearthed the first body which was less than a metre under the ground and there was now no getting away from what they had found. The FBI were called and this time they had to take the call seriously. They began an intensive search of the barn and the rest of the buildings.
It wasn�t long before the horrific news was broadcasted over TV stations across the world and slowly members of Lundgren�s flock came forward and gave themselves up, maybe hoping that it would help them get a lesser sentence.
Steven Tourette, a county prosecutor, was given the Avery murder case, and the more information that came in regarding the murders the more disgusted he became. There was no way he was going to let anybody involved in the crime get an easy ride. He immediately obtained arrest warrants for the 13 adults within the Lundgren clan and within hours Ron Luff, Susan Luff, Dennis Patrick, Tonya Patrick and Deborah Olivarez were at Jackson County Jail for questioning. It didn�t take long for Sharon Bluntschly, Richard Brand and Greg Winship to give themselves up, but there were still five members at large; Kathy Johnson, Danny Kraft and the Lundgrens � Alice, Damon and Jeffrey.
MEXICO�AND�FREE?
Jeffrey was smart, if he made it to the Mexican border he would be free, whether it was the guilt that was making him run or if this was still part of God�s master plan is anybody�s guess, but he was determined not to get caught.
But Jeffrey was too trusting, he called his mother-in-law on January 5, 1990 and told her to go to California in order to collect her grandchildren. He gave her a phone number of where he could be contacted. Alice�s mother agreed implicitly to his request but as soon as she was off the phone she contacted the police. The FBI traced the phone number to a Californian motel just six miles from the Mexican border. Jeffrey Don Lundgren was six miles from heaven.
The Ohio FBI agent in charge of the case flew south immediately as he wanted to be there when the arrest was made. Local Californian agents surrounded the motel and as soon as they spotted him they pounced � Jeffrey Don Lundgren was arrested on five accounts of murder. It was a much smoother arrest than it could have been as when they searched his motel room and safety deposit box they found a small arsenal, which they did not doubt that Lundgren would have used if he had been given the chance.
They also found Alice Lundgren, Damon Lundgren and the younger children all sitting in the motel room watching television awaiting their master�s return. As soon as Damon saw the FBI he immediately told them that he hadn�t done the shooting.
Compassion has to be felt for somebody like Damon, from a baby he had lived and learned from his father, but was also scared of his father due to years of abuse. How was he ever to know the real right and wrong, it is up to parents or guardians to nurture children into loving human beings and to teach them the ways of the world. All Damon had done was to obey his father but in the eyes of the law Damon Lundgren was as much at fault as every other group member over the age of 18. As an adult, law believes that Damon should have been able to work out the real right and wrong for himself.
With the three Lundgrens now under arrest there were just two more suspects at large. Danny Kraft and Kathy Johnson were found five days later on a San Diego motorway travelling south in Danny�s pick-up truck. There was no chase, no fight, they knew it was now over.
IN�THE�COURT�ROOM
The following months saw trial after trial as one by one the 13 religiously devout men and women stood up and took their oath to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help them God.
By January 1991 they had all been sentenced. Sentences ranged from 18 months probation for obstruction of justice for Tonya and Dennis Patrick to five death sentences for Jeffrey Lundgren. Damon Lundgren was found guilty of four out of the five murders but his life was saved from death row after the jury heard statements from his friends and family, instead he was given 20 years to life for each of the four murders.
Alice Lundgren was sentenced to ten to 20 years for five accounts of kidnapping and 20 years for complicity to commit murder on five counts, with all sentences having to be served consecutively.
So, how could it have come to this, 12 people all with compassionate hearts ended up being part of killing five innocent people, including three little girls. How could 12 people who would have at one time never let such a thing happen, be twisted into believing that it was a call of God � an event that had to take place? Jeffrey Lundgren had scared them or brainwashed them into a new way of thinking and by the time the murders took place there was no free-thinking left, anything view or thought that came into those 12 people�s heads had passed through Jeffrey Lundgren�s mind first where it had taken on a different form.
And what about Jeffrey Don Lundgren? In a five-hour long statement, which he issued during his penalty phase, Lundgren declared that he: �considered [himself] a prophet and through interpretation of the scriptures, God had told him that the Avery family were to be killed�. To this day whilst on death row Jeffrey Don Lundgren is still writing letters to anybody willing to read them stating his reasoning behind the murders and giving biblical proof for his actions.
TRYING�TO�UNDERSTAND
Ten years after the murders, in April 1999, some of Lundgren�s flock opened up to the Cleveland Plain Dealer � Ohio�s largest newspaper � and reported that they actually felt freer in prison than the whole time they had spent under Lundgren�s grasp. One woman in paticular feels this a lot, and that is Susan Luff. She believes that she was deceived by both Lundgren and her husband Ron, who was the leader�s right-hand man. Susan Luff insists to this day that she did not understand what was going on due to being so mentally brainwashed by her life in the cult. Now, in prison, she is once a again a free-thinker with no worries of death threats or abuse. She can also contact her friends and family whenever she likes, can study new subjects and can pray when she wants to, not when dictated to. In the Plain Dealer article on April 11, 1999, she was quoted as saying:
�You�see,�there�are�no�guns�here,�no�death�threats,�and�no�one�can�even�be�verbally�abusive�here�.�.�.�I�do�not�want�to�just�be�a�survivor,�I�m�doing�everything�I�can�here�to�give�back�to�society.
So how can these �survivors� keep their faith after such a traumatic experience at the hands of religion? Why did God not strike Lundgren down when he saw what sins were taking place?
Ron Luff believes that he has to start his religion from the beginning again and re-learn everything he thought he already knew:
God�had�become�so�ugly�I�couldn�t�go�any�further,�I�just�kind�of�had�to�take�everything�that�I�ever�thought�I�knew�about�Scripture�and�put�it�completely�out�of�my�mind�and�start�over.
It seems that the need for a spiritual presence in some people�s lives is so strong that they stick with it even when it comes crashing down. Maybe their strong requirement for religion is the reason that they get so easily get caught up with in such destructive groups in the first place? People are made to feel special when they join such a group, recruits think they are about to be part of something remarkable, something worthy of a new sacred text.
If someone convinces you that they are the living prophet, spoken about in the religious text that you abide by, it is very difficult to shun that person away. It is a catch-22 situation, you can either follow the prophet�s every word, even if it means murdering innocent people, or you can detach yourself from the cause but face the risk of being deemed a sinner on judgement day.
And what about the Averys? They were just as much in agreement with Jeffrey Lundgren as the rest of the flock. They were willing to watch his children be abused, they gave Lundgren a vast share of their life savings, they bought guns and ammunition to use against anyone who tried to stop them. If Lundgren had chosen another family to sacrifice who is to say that they would not have participated in the slayings? Of course, this will never be known, but they were just as much part of a brain washed flock as the rest of them.
Although another theory is that the Averys were about to leave the cult as they had become disenchanted with Lundgren�s teachings. In doing so they would have become a real threat to Lundgren as other members could have been provoked into following suit.
Nobody will ever know if Lundgren was just a con-man who indoctrinated his followers, or a dilluded man who really believed what he was preaching.
Either way, Jeffrey Don Lundgren managed to get on side 12 intelligent, stable people who all played their part in committing five murders. Of course they are all victims, even Lundgren, if he is in fact mentally deranged, but three completely innocent children were killed that night, children who were not yet at an age to make any decisions for themselves. Their parents had taken them � unintentionally � into an unsafe environment in which they never got to live a true life. Is fanatical religion really worth that?
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Chizuo Matsumoto had one ambition in life and that was to be rich. As the fourth son of a poor weaver, he had very little as a child. Times were hard for the family and they scraped together enough to be able merely to exist. Therefore, from a young age, growing up in southern Japan in the 1950s, Chizuo dreamt of being wealthy and having money to spend.
The young Chizuo also suffered from infantile glaucoma, a condition he had had since birth, rendering him blind in his left eye and only partially sighted in his right. To add to the misery of poverty, Chizuo was teased mercilessly for his disability and eventually his parents moved him to a government-funded school for the blind.
ROLE�REVERSAL
The tables quickly turned and where Chizuo had suffered at the hands of the bullies in his former school, he now found himself, the only student with partial sight in a blind school, in a position of power which he exploited to the full. He dominated the other children and bullied them into doing whatever he told them to. His limited vision began to work in his favour financially too, and he would assist the other students in various tasks, but only if the price was right. The quest for money dominated his school life, and his reputation steadily worsened. So scared were the other children though, that nobody stood up to Chizuo and his behaviour was allowed to continue. By the time Chizuo graduated, a successful student with good grades and a black belt in judo, he had extorted a sum in the region of $30,000 from his fellow classmates.
With a good academic record behind him and a confidence gained by the standing he had achieved at his school (albeit a reign of fear rather than respect), Chizuo�s attention turned to his career. He again aimed high and declared his intention to become Prime Minister of Japan. To achieve this he planned to study at the prestigious Tokyo University, but he was dealt a crushing blow when his application was rejected. This affected him very badly, and he returned to his home town embittered and angry.
He did not stay down long though, and within a couple of months he made his way back to Tokyo. Here he settled down quite quickly. He met and married Tomoko, an intelligent college student and they began to have children together. She steadied the impulsive Chizuo, and together they began to plan a joint business � an acupuncture clinic to be run primarily by Chizuo. To help the young, newlywed couple achieve their goals, Tomoko�s family invested money in the venture.
THE�CLINIC
An instant success, the clinic began to make money immediately. An average three-month course of herbal remedies and yoga techniques would set one of Chizuo�s clients back by around $7,000. And the reason the money rolled in so quickly? Chizuo was spending next to nothing on his �miracle cures�. Far from the expensive herbal remedies he claimed to be selling, his medicines were knocked up in minutes. One was proved to be nothing more than alcohol-soaked tangerine peel. The scam came to light eventually and a fine of $1,000 was imposed upon the clinic. Chizuo hardly noticed, having made almost $200,000 already.
So it seemed that Chizuo was on course to realize the dreams of wealth and prosperity that he was only able to imagine as a child. Yet, he was not entirely satisfied. He told Tomoko that his life needed meaning, and he began to study religion, fortune telling and meditation. After long periods of meditation, an enlightened Chizuo claimed that he had the gift to �see� people�s auras and that he could identify evil. He decided that this new-found spirituality was the new course his life was going to take.
In this pursuit, he began to research both established faiths and unorthodox sects and cults. He encountered hundreds, but decided that an essentially Buddhist sect called Agonshu was most suited to his calling. In order to gain admission into the Agonshu, Chizuo enthusiastically began the 1,000-day training period of daily, lengthy meditation. However, it was a somewhat different and cynical Chizuo who completed this period of training, and he consequently turned away from Agonshu claiming that it had destroyed his peace of mind.
AUM�ASSOCIATION�OF�MOUNTAIN�WIZARDSV�&�SHOKO�ASAHARA
After such disappointment, in spite of his extensive research into the many religions and sects of Japan, Chizuo decided that he would have to establish his own sect and subsequently founded the Aum Association of Mountain Wizards, officially Aum Incorporated. To finance this sect, Chizuo returned to making and selling his dubious herbal remedies.
A trickle of recruits initially registered for Aum yoga classes, but following a carefully placed advert in the Twilight Zone magazine which showed Chizuo levitating through meditation, members began to enrol in their hundreds. Soon Aum was receiving enough money to open schools nationwide, and Chizuo�s reputation as a caring and gentle spiritual leader was spreading.
Whilst on one of the spiritual retreats, which Chizuo found himself more and more at liberty to enjoy now that he could afford to leave the running of his schools in the capable hands of his deputies, he met a companion who informed him that Armageddon was imminent and that only a race pure in spirit could survive. As his friend spoke, Chizuo realized that this was the calling he had been waiting for. He was the chosen one, and he would lead this race to salvation. He returned back to his following, and declared that it was up to them to save the world. He also changed his name, to Shoko Asahara, as Chizuo Matsumoto was too plain a name for the saviour of their civilisation.
Shoko Asahara embraced this vocation with enormous energy and enthusiasm, travelling far and wide to spread his word and to meet other spiritual groups with whom he could ally. His followers were whole-heartedly supportive, and new recruits joined his school daily. An opportune photo with the Dalai Lama on a trip to India furthered his cause as he claimed that he had been selected by the Dalai Lama to reveal the true teachings of Buddha to the people of Japan. He was chosen in this mission, he said, as he had been given the mind of a Buddha.
Asahara came back and made personal appearances, wrote a book, and held classes in how to improve spiritual powers. Those who saw him came away convinced of the amazing results and talked wildly of how he had helped them to reveal their untapped potential. Realizing his own potential, Shoko Asahara soon declared that in fact he was closing down the Aum Association of Mountain Wizards, and opening instead the Aum Supreme Truth. What had begun as a simple yoga school which cultivated psychic ability was to become a global religion.
AUM�SUPREME�TRUTH
The most fundamental conviction of the Aum Supreme Truth, was its belief in the forthcoming Armageddon and the absolute certainty that only those who achieved spiritual enlightenment through the teachings of Shoko Asahara could survive the ever-nearing disaster. The payments flooded in from Japanese citizens who wanted to hear and learn from the teachings of Shoko Asahara and in so doing, safeguard their place when the day of reckoning came.
As Asahara�s power and influence spread even further, so his already-slipping grasp on reality began to fade into oblivion. He was no longer just taking money from those who came to hear him preach but, for extortionate sums, offering them the chance to partake in ceremonies such as drinking his blood, which had magical powers, and selling them vials of his used bath water, or clippings of his body hair.
The membership figures for Aum Supreme Truth in Japan had reached 1,500 by the end of 1987, and a new office was opening in America, entitled Aum USA. Joining fees, annual �course costs�, and all the additional donations offered by the faithful ensured that Shoko Asahara�s mission could keep on expanding. In 1988, in a location at the foot of Mount Fuji, the live-in headquarters of the Aum Supreme Truth was constructed. Here, for a fee of $2,000 per week, followers came to listen to Shoko Asahara, receive one meal a day, sleep on the floor, be encouraged to join Aum, and sever any contact with any non-members, be they friends or family. The �truly faithful� even moved in permanently, offering up their savings, their estates, and all their material possessions to the greater good of Aum and Shoko Asahara.
REJECTION
The only disadvantage of Aum�s ever-increasing wealth was the taxation levied upon it, so Shoko Asahara tried to register Aum with official religious status which would mean that he would be awarded substantial tax relief. At first the application was rejected. The status was only granted to religious groups which were run according to certain guidelines and word had spread about Aum separating parents from their children and punishing rule-breaking with food and sleep deprivation. Under the Japanese Religious Corporation Law therefore, Aum was not worthy of the concessions. The rejection infuriated Shoko Asahara and he consequently set his followers the task of hounding government officials, making threatening phone calls and writing threatening letters. When Asahara involved lawyers, who claimed that the officials were in violation of the religious freedom laws, the application was finally accepted and the heavy taxes alleviated.
UNWANTED�PRESS�ATTENTION
Although a success for Aum, the debacle had drawn unwelcome attention from the press, and several newspapers began to write about the twisted religion of the Aum Supreme Truth. When the editor of one such newspaper, faced with a furious Shoko Asahara and a group of his followers, refused to withdraw his article, a hate campaign was launched against him, his family and his place of work. When the poor editor suffered a fatal stroke, Shoko Asahara was pleased and believed that heaven had had its vengeance for the defamatory articles.
More and more people began to object to the practices of the Aum Supreme Truth, yet the authorities felt helpless to intervene. So sensitive was the new-found religious freedom on which Japan now prided itself that they simply could not be seen to be suppressing any kind of religious group, even though accusations of cult activities had been made against the organisation.
It was not only the weak-willed and easily led individuals of society who found guidance in Aum. Brilliant scientists, physicists and engineers also succumbed to the enchantment of Aum and the charisma of its leader. This empowered Shoko Asahara, and made Aum Supreme Truth all the more dangerous.
It was not only the outside world who were becoming uneasy about the activities of this ever-expanding cult. Inside the compound, disillusion was creeping in and a few members who felt that they had not achieved the spiritual enlightenment which they had been promised, began to voice their concerns. These �dissenters� were summoned to the master and told that their irrational apprehension was caused by mental instability, all the more reason to stay with Aum and become stronger. Those who did not return to the fold, and declared their wish to leave Aum completely, were never seen again.
When the families of these victims tried to contact their loved ones and were told time and time again that they were in �training�, they turned to the police. Yet, although the police were being forced by the ever-mounting complaints about the cult to investigate further, they were still not taking the appropriate action, and therefore the friends and families sought legal support.
TSUTSIMI�SAKAMOTO
One man, a lawyer who specialized in human rights and who, having taken on a similar case with the Moonies, had previous experience with cults, took on the case of one family who were trying to get their daughter back. Word soon spread though and before long, Tsutsimi Sakamoto was representing 23 families who wanted Shoko Asahara to release their children.
The further Sakamoto delved into the activities of the Aum Supreme Truth, the more resistance he met, and the more lies he heard. A committed family man himself, this only made him more determined. He made a claim for the families� rights to have proper access to their children, a request which met with the offer of letting one of his clients see their daughter. This was not good enough for Sakamoto and he fought for the same response for all of his clients. He went further, representing a former member of Aum, who had paid $7,000 to drink the magical, power-giving blood of Shoko Asahara, and having noticed no difference as a result wanted his money back. It could not be proved, he claimed, that the blood had magical properties, and he demanded to see the medical report which stated otherwise.
When the media heard of Sakamoto�s involvement and interviewed him, wherein he announced that Aum had imprisoned its members against their will and under false pretences, all negotiations between him and Aum ceased. Shoko Asahara tried to damage Sakamoto�s reputation, sending out flyers which made false allegations against him and threatening him and his family. Sakamoto refused to be intimidated and fought back even harder.
Realizing the potential problem he was now facing in terms of negative press attention and the possible revocation of his tax exemption, Shoko Asahara decided that ultimately and simply, he had to be rid of this man. A lethal poison was created, and injected by Asahara�s henchmen, who had broken into the family home in the middle of the night, into the veins of Sakamoto, his wife, and his baby son. The bodies were brought back to the Aum site, where Shoko Asahara inspected them with pleasure, and they were then driven away and dumped in different locations miles from the Aum Supreme Truth.
It did not take long for colleagues and family members to notice Sakamoto�s absence. They went to the lawyer�s home and a search of the interior revealed a badge showing the insignia of the Aum Supreme Truth. The police were contacted immediately but on hearing of the possible involvement of Aum, they refused to pursue the matter, claiming that Sakamoto may even have staged his disappearance and planted the badge in order to frame Aum. Media coverage and consequent public interest however, forced them to open some enquiries, but after Shoko Asahara held a press conference in which he denied any responsibility and claimed that over 40,000 of those badges had been produced (in reality only 100 were made), both the media and the police strangely lost interest.
ELECTION�CAMPAIGN
Despite the euphoria of getting away with this hideous crime and also of having been able to crush any attempt to upset the balance and the carefully controlled conditions of Aum, Shoko Asahara was becoming increasingly paranoid. Perhaps encouraged by his apparent invincibility, he had decided to run for parliament. The move, was generally viewed as ridiculous. Aum�s policies were contradictory, their budget extortionate, their canvassing intimidating, and their campaigning � hundreds of Asahara�s followers parading through the streets wearing masks depicting the face of their leader � bizarre. Unsurprisingly, they were unsuccessful. Added to this humiliating defeat, their practices were still being questioned.
FAILED�REVENGE
He decided to lash out at a world which he believed to be mocking him, and instructed the scientists in the group to begin manufacturing weapons. After careful research, they reported back to him that chemical warfare would be the most effective. What�s more, they could be created in their own laboratories.
The first attempt was a dismal failure. Asahara�s scientists worked away for weeks in Aum�s bio-labs and eventually produced clostridium botulinum, the most lethal and fast-acting poison in existence. Asahara gathered his followers together and took them to the safety of a faraway island, while the team in charge of unleashing this poison on Tokyo began equipping a truck with a spraying device. The attack was to be centred on the parliament buildings, partly for revenge, and partly so that when all the country�s leaders and government officials had died, the path would be clear for Shoko Asahara to step in amongst the confusion and assume his rightful leadership of Japan. The clostridium botulinum however, failed to work, and the scientists were forced back to the labs to find a more reliable alternative.
RUSSIA
Meanwhile Asahara continued his recruitment drive overseas, this time concentrating on Russia. The response he had there was simply overwhelming. He preached to the masses, he formed alliances with government officials, he made huge donations of cash and medical supplies, and an embracing media gave him his own weekly television show to further his cause. Russian citizens flocked in their thousands to join the Aum Supreme Truth. Not only did this provide a massive injection into the finances of the cult, but it also opened the door to Russian scientists and those who had been involved in the Soviet arms and weaponry programme, through both official and clandestine channels.
So the drive began to prepare for war. Plans were made to produce or procure every weapon or method of warfare imaginable. Those who had no expertise in the manufacture of arms, nuclear weapons, chemicals or military vehicles were to be trained to fight. Every member of Aum was to be prepared for the ensuing war. The project was colossal. Factories were taken over and new premises and laboratories were built.
SECOND�ATTEMPT
Throughout this time, Asahara�s scientists had been working on and correcting the previously failed production of clostridium botulinum. They believed that they now had the perfected poison. Shoko Asahara saw the forthcoming wedding of Japan�s Prince Naruhito as the perfect occasion to use it. This time, he personally was going to spread the poison. The truck was again loaded with its deadly cargo and on the day of the royal wedding, Asahara and his men sprayed the streets of central Tokyo. Once again, the poison failed, and the population of Tokyo, plus its despised leaders, remained unharmed.
A livid Asahara went back to his scientists who, by now, had realized that the clostridium botulinum they had produced was not going to work. Anthrax however, just might. Not fast-acting, but highly lethal, the poison takes a couple of days to work, during which time the body is subjected to fever, vomiting, boils, sores, eventual swelling of the brain, coma and death. Anthrax can be produced as either liquid or powder. Seiichi Endo, Aum�s chief scientist, chose liquid.
EXPERIMENTATION
The liquid was continually sprayed over the city from the top of an eight-storey building which Aum owned on the east side of Tokyo for several days. When local residents began to complain of an unusual smell in the neighbourhood, the police came to investigate and traced the source back to the building owned by Aum. On discovering to whom the building belonged, the police discontinued any further investigation, again reluctant to contravene the religious protection laws. Asahara explained the smell as an incense he had been using to cleanse the premises, and the police were happy to leave it at that. Aside from the smell, citizens noticed that their plants were wilting, their animals were not well, and that some of them suffered stomach upsets. No one died. Asahara�s scientists had used a veterinary vaccine strain, not fatal.
Frustrated, yet undeterred, Asahara ordered his team of scientists to travel the globe looking for an effective poison and more information on chemical and biological weapons.
Finally, the decision was taken to produce sarin, a deadly nerve toxin originally discovered by German scientists in 1936 but fortunately not successfully produced until the end of the war. In either liquid or gas form, one drop was fatal and it had a similarly gruesome effect as that of anthrax. Asahara could not wait to try out his new deadly weapon. The sarin was taken to Aum-owned land in Australia, where 29 sheep were subjected to the deadly gas. Each and every one died, their death-throes celebrated by a jubilant Asahara.
Choosing a human target on whom to trial the sarin proved no problem for Asahara. He had many enemies. His first attempt to spray the leader of a rival religious group, a threat to the Aum Supreme Truth, failed when the spraying machinery sprung a leak and almost killed one of Aum�s own men.
Asahara then chose to take revenge on three judges who had annulled Aum�s agreed purchase of a food-processing plant a few months previously. Again, the job was botched, but this time the end-result was nevertheless satisfactory to Asahara. The machinery on the vehicle which was positioned outside the residences of the three judges broke down and released a thick vapour cloud. The drivers of the vehicle had to stop their attack, as they could no longer see where they were going, and the gas was taken by the wind to a neighbouring residential area. Although not the intended target, seven people died and hundreds of casualties were treated in hospital.
Amazingly, yet again, Aum was cleared in the ensuing police investigations. Even more incredible due to the fact that police had received a warning that this had merely been a test by the Aum Supreme Truth, and that a gas attack in a confined area could prove even more tragic. The anonymous informant even quoted a crowded subway as an example.
AUM�DESERTERS
Asahara had been so crazed and single-minded in his pursuit of the perfect poison, that he was failing to see the cracks appearing within the sect, and the opposition to it which was mounting outside. Disillusion within Aum soon came to his attention however, when he was told about the disappearance of a 62-year-old female member of the group. In spite of investing all of her savings and a large part of her life to Aum, she had become increasingly disturbed by the activities of Shoko Asahara. She had fled, and one attempt to bring her back had failed. When a second Aum official was sent out to retrieve her and failed, her brother was kidnapped and tortured in order to make him divulge information. Despite horrendous suffering, he never betrayed her, remaining loyal right up to the point he died. Furthermore, having already received threatening phone calls before he was kidnapped, he had had the foresight, perhaps out of fear, to leave a note behind which simply said that should he disappear, he had been taken by the Aum Supreme Truth. The police could turn a blind eye no longer and began making the arrangements for a massive raid of the Aum Supreme Truth compound, buildings and offices. Unfortunately, this decision had come just too late for the people of Tokyo.
MARCH�20,�1995
His megalomania now uncontrollable, Shoko Asahara was still clinging on to his earlier vision of the destruction of government buildings, an attack from both the ground and the air on a massive scale. The target that Aum eventually agreed on was not attacking the individuals that Asahara had originally wanted to punish, but was equally cataclysmic in scale.
The new target was Kasumigaseki station, on the Tokyo subway, the weapon was sarin, and the attack was scheduled for the morning rush hour, 8 a.m. on Monday March 20, 1995. Sealed bags of the poison were to be taken into the subway by five chosen Aum members, punctured, and then left to diffuse.
On the chosen morning at the appointed time, the perpetrators, who had their own antidote pills to the poison, all boarded separate trains bound for Kasumigaseki station. As the trains drew nearer they released the sarin and disembarked at the next stop.
The gas took effect instantly. Commuters on the deadly trains became nauseous. Some began to collapse, and others ran from the trains to the station exits, passing more sick and collapsed passengers as they went. Railway staff immediately contacted the emergency services and soon ambulances had arrived at the scene.
Five thousand five hundred people were injured by the Aum attack that fateful morning. Some will never recover fully from the damage that the sarin gas did, and some had a relatively lucky escape with only minor injuries. Twelve people in total died. Speculation abounded regarding the cause of the attack, but when experts examined the site after everyone had been evacuated, they confirmed that it was no gas leak, but rather an attack with the manufactured gas sarin.
AFTERMATH
An elated Shoko Asahara greeted the five executors of this evil when they returned to the compound. He paid them, praised them, and then told them to go into hiding. With the Tokyo public in shock and beseeching the authorities for answers to this tragedy, a massive impending police raid was planned. Although this was a secret operation, the plans were leaked to Asahara by Aum informers within the police, and the sect therefore began a huge clean-up operation of the compound and laboratories, hiding every trace of chemicals and any incriminating evidence or reports which could have linked them to the attack. Asahara and his followers took flight.
Aum�s attempts to conceal their activities were useless. The investigators found vast amounts of dangerous substances, chemicals which could be used to produce enough sarin to kill millions of people, and the equipment to make and distribute the deadly poison. They also unearthed torture chambers, millions of dollars, gold and drugs. Although some of the followers had remained at the compound, no arrests were made.
From a secret hiding place, Asahara reacted to the police raids by launching his legal team into action. They denied all accusations of the attack, claiming that the chemicals were used for fertilisers, and even accused the American military of the sarin attack in order to frame their peaceful and innocent organization.
Neither the public nor the police believed this and the investigations increased. Aum then launched their own attack on the Tokyo police department. The chief of the national police agency was shot in the head four times as he entered his office, but miraculously survived. Warnings were issued that should the persecution of Aum continue then more police would be killed.
Slowly and painstakingly, the police did manage to track down and arrest some of the more senior Aum members for holding followers against their will, but they could not charge these individuals with the gas attack, and nothing and no one was leading them to the one man they wanted. Numerous searches revealed only a warning that should they find Asahara�s hideout and attempt to enter, sarin gas would pour down on them and everyone would die together.
Refusing to give up, Asahara continued to issue threats to the police and even produced and circulated a booklet which foretold further catastrophe, this time on a phenomenal scale. He gave April 15, 1995 as the date for this impending disaster. Needless to say, mass panic spread across Tokyo. People left the city, businesses closed, nobody wanted to be around if Aum were to strike again. But the date passed without incident.
Although over 100 Aum members had been arrested, mostly only for minor offences, Tokyo was still not safe with Asahara and some of the chief architects of Aum�s evil still at large. This was to be proved on May 5, a Japanese public holiday, when an already very alert police department was called to a crowded subway station after a bag had been discovered burning in one of the toilets. The flames were put out, and the deadly contents of the bag revealed. Two condoms were found inside, one filled with sodium cyanide and the other filled with sulfuric acid. Had the two condoms melted and mixed their contents, the result would have been hydrogen cyanide and it could have killed tens of thousands of subway-users.
ASAHARA�CAPTURED
Finally, on May 16, 1995, police stormed the compound one more time and found Shoko Ashara hiding in one of the buildings. He was brought out to full media coverage, with the eyes of all Japan upon him.
Bringing Shoko Asahara and the inner circle of the Aum Supreme Truth to justice has been a colossal, massively time-consuming task. Beginning in April 1996, the trial made slow progress due to the large number of crimes the cult had been accused of, and the density of evidence to be presented. It was also hindered considerably by Asahara�s refusal to co-operate, falling asleep during proceedings and mostly remaining silent except for occasionally mumbling inaudible comments and statements.
Originally refusing even to enter a plea and declaring only that he had �nothing to say�, Asahara eventually pleaded not-guilty in 1997 to all charges against him, diverting the blame on all counts to the followers of Aum who, he claimed, had become uncontrollable and acted against his wishes. His lawyers claimed that he was a �genuine man of religion� and as such could never have instructed such crimes to be committed.
The scene outside the court on February 27, 2004, the day Asahara was due to receive his verdict, was chaos. Thousands of members of the public had arrived to hear the charges read against him. They were awarded their justice. Shoko Asahara, found guilty of 13 charges of murder and attempted murder, and 11 other members of Aum were sentenced to death.
Yet even with Asahara now sentenced to death and never to return to the outside world, many believe that Aum still poses a threat to Japan and the rest of the world. Aum continues to grow, led now by Fumihiro Joyu, and renamed �Aleph� in January 2002. It has supposedly renounced violence and the former practices of Shoko Asahara, at least those which they consider dangerous. They have paid compensation to the victims of Aum�s attacks � money from the group�s assets and from profits gained by Aum-run computer companies.
Aleph does however, still revere Shoko Asahara as a genius in yoga and Buddhist meditation, and will continue to practise these methods taught by him. Members are still recruited, and revenue is still generated. The Japanese government claims that Aleph�s followers still maintain an absolute faith in Asahara and his doctrine and it is therefore viewed with great suspicion and monitored closely. In an effort to keep a tight control on the group, legislation has been passed by parliament allowing the police freely to inspect the premises of the group.
To date, none of the convicted members of Aum have been executed. They have all launched appeals, which it is estimated will take years to settle.
At the height of its success, the net assets of the Aum Supreme Truth totalled in excess of one billion dollars. Chizuo Matsumoto could be said to have achieved his childhood dream.



Luke�Woodham
High-school�shootings�in�Mississippi
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Up until october, 1997 the Pearl High School was an average Mississippi government run school. An all singing and all dancing American dream with a mission motto to: �instill a strong educational foundation that enables all students to become confident, self directed, lifelong learners in a changing technological world.�
There was no way that the school could have prepared for what happened on October 1, 1997 when an armed student entered the grounds and unleashed a frenzied attack which resulted in the deaths of two students and the injury of several others.
Luke Woodham was a 16-year-old second year student who throughout his school life had found it extremely difficult to fit in. He had constantly been bullied by his peers due to his inability to look the part of a trendy, popular student. He came from a broken home and was a studious type who was very awkward within himself. Even though Woodham had extreme intelligence, he lacked other skills that are held in higher regard than brain power such as physical prowess, charisma and humour, things that get you liked at school.
But it wasn�t just his high-school peers who had made Woodham�s life a living hell, his mother, Mary Woodham, was also guilty of emotional abuse. She regularly told him that he was the reason that his father, John Woodham had left her. She would also tell her son that he was fat, stupid and would never amount to much, unlike his extremely popular older brother.
Woodham finally found some acceptance in 1996 when he got together with his class mate Christina Menefee. Not only was Christina his first girlfriend but she was also his first �real� friend and he fell in love instantly. He would walk her to her classes, take her to the cinema and generally dote on her. But after only two months together, the novelty had worn off for Christina, she was at the age where boyfriends changed at a vast rate. She split up with Luke and was soon making fun and taunting him just like the rest of the students at Pearl High. Little did she know the effect that breaking-up with him was going to have on both of their lives.
Luke Woodham was devastated. He could not eat or sleep, all he could think about was the girl who had made him live a little who had then gone on to knock him right back down. He believed that she was a Christian that had made him hate God, and for that he was angry.
It was shortly after their split that 19-year-old Grant Boyette befriended Woodham. Boyette told Woodham that he worshiped Satan and admired Hitler, and asked if he would like to join his group. Boyette said to Woodham: �I think you�ve got the potential to do something great.�
This was the first time in a long while that Woodham had been made to feel special, for once it was him and not the high school jock who had something to offer. Woodham really took Boyette�s words on board and before long he was a practicing Satanist in a group going by the name of �The Kroth�.
What finally confirmed this new belief for Woodham was when Boyette cast a spell and the next day one of their school peers was run over and killed by a car. Woodham suddenly believed that as a member of The Kroth he had a deadly power over people and could use it however he wished.
The seven boys that made up The Kroth would participate in role-play games, such as Star Wars, and Boyette would get Woodham and the other five boys to swear allegiance to him and to Satan. They allegedly discussed and planned to overthrow the school, kill a selection of people and then flee to Cuba. They were boys who had never before in their lives fitted in with any social clique, and at long last they belonged.
It is alleged that Boyette really started to get inside Woodham�s mind, by constantly bringing up his treatment by ex-girlfriend Christina. Boyette would tell Woodham that he was spineless and worthless if he didn�t seek revenge on people like her.
By the summer of 1997, Luke Woodham had started to experience hallucinations in which red cloaked demons with blood red eyes would visit him at night. He would also hear Boyette�s voice telling him to command the demons to attack people on behalf of Satan.
Throughout September, Woodham�s emotional state got worse, he did not care for his life any more and was reading more and more Satanic text given to him by Boyette.
On September 28, 1997, Woodham confided in his friend, Lucas Thomson, telling him that he planned to kill his mother so that he could steal her car, take his brother�s gun and then drive to school and kill people he didn�t like. Lucas did not tell anybody about this conversation until after the events that were about to happen.
At around 5 a.m. on October 1, 1997, Woodham got up and made his way to the kitchen where he picked up a butcher�s knife and a baseball bat. He then entered the room of his still sleeping mother. He repeatedly stabbed and beat her with the bat until she was dead.
Woodham then calmly embarked on cleaning the walls and floor, and putting his blood soaked clothes in the washing machine. A couple of hours later he spoke to both Thomson and Boyette and told them what he had just done.
At around 8 a.m., Woodham climbed into his dead mother�s car with his brother�s rifle in tow and headed to Pearl High School. Upon arrival Woodham handed some papers to Justin Sledge, another Kroth member, and then picked up his rifle and headed towards the area where hundreds of students were waiting for lessons to begin.
Christina Menefee and best friend Lydia Dew were leaning by a post chatting when Woodham approached them. He waited until he was at point blank range and then pulled the trigger of his brother�s hunting rifle. He did this twice into each of the girls bodies and then headed towards the group of students who were running for their lives. He fired the gun repeatedly until he was finally out of ammunition and then made his way back to the car to re-load.
It was here that Woodham was restrained by the deputy head and arrested.
On June 5, 1998, a circuit court jury found Luke Woodham guilty of his mother�s murder and was sentenced to life behind bars. The following week on June 12, 1998, Woodham was found guilty on two counts of murder and seven counts of aggravated assault. he was sentenced to another two life imprisonments plus 20 years for each of the seven assaults.
His defence had tried to plea insanity in the hope of a lesser charge but his emotional testimony failed to convince the jury of this.
During police interviews prior to the court case Woodham said that he felt that nobody cared for him and that he could not find any reason not to go ahead with what he did.
Even though he was seen by the jury as not being insane, surely it takes quite a bit of mental instability to commit such hateful attacks? He was not forced into doing the things that he did but if one of the only people willing to be your friend is the same person brain washing you with ideas about the devil it is sure to have an effect on you if you are not 100 per cent sane. What Woodham did can never be forgiven or forgotten but he should have had the opportunity to channel this hatred through more conventional means and not through murderous worship.
PEER�PRESSURE�PROSECUTION�QUASHED
Grant Boyette and Justin Sledge were expecting to be tried as accessories but delays occurred so that more evidence could be sought.
On December 22, 1998, 18-year-old Justin Sledge was freed when Mississippi prosecutors withdrew their request for an indictment on him due to lack of evidence.
The teenager, who had also been a member of Boyette�s cult of Satanic worship � The Kroth, could have faced life imprisonment if he had been found guilty of the alleged role that prosecutors said he had had in the murders. On top of the lack of evidence, in a taped interview, Luke Woodham said that Sledge had not been involved.
Grant Boyette was a different matter. He had been the leader of the satanic group, the empowering force who had made his weak-minded and unloved followers feel special. Had he enough control that peer pressure had made Woodham commit the terrible atrocities that he did? Or would Woodham still have taken out his anger and hatred of the world on innocent people if he had never encountered Boyette? The law courts couldn�t even answer this, and his trial was delayed time and time again right up until the year 2000.
In January, 2000 Boyette was still scheduled to face a murder trial on February 28 in Biloxi, but a week before the trial 20-year-old Boyette pleaded guilty to a lesser charge of conspiring to prevent a principle from doing his job. He was found guilty of this and was sentenced to a six month army-style programme called �Regimented Inmate Discipline� and then a further five years supervised probation.
Some people believe that Boyette got off too lightly as it was alleged that he was the mastermind behind the fateful acts on that October morning. But others believe that Boyette was just a normal teenager who may have spoken of murderous acts hypothetically but never believed anyone would carry them out.
Luke Woodham and others like him, including Grant Boyette were children who expressed desperate cries for help that were never answered in time, with Woodham�s final plea arriving in the form of murder. Boyette now has a chance to put his life back on track and channel his hatred of bullies in the world in a positive way, but Luke Woodham never will.



Charles�Manson
The�Family
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An illegitimate and unwanted accident, Charles Manson began his miserable early life in Cincinnati, Ohio, on November 12, 1934. His
16-year-old mother was Kathleen Maddox, an alcoholic prostitute who passed her son off on to family and friends whenever the opportunity arose, and then disappeared for days at a time. His father, on paper, was Colonel Scott of
Ashland in Kentucky, although little Charlie never knew him. In fact, he knew no father figure at all, only inheriting his surname from William Manson, to whom his mother was married for a very short time.
When Kathleen and her brother were imprisoned for armed robbery, Charles was sent to live with his devoutly religious aunt and uncle in West Virginia. The contrast between this new environment and his former home life in Ohio was marked. Charles always thought that his mother would come back for him, yet when Kathleen was subsequently released from prison, she was neither willing nor fit to look after her little boy. Consequently passed from relative to relative, Charlie, completely friendless and with no stability or continuity in his life, began to turn to crime and to his own imagination for company.
A�LIFE�OF�CRIME
Charlie�s first spell in reform school came at the age of nine, when he was caught stealing. Convicted of the same offence again at the age of 12, he was once again institutionalised and thus began the cycle of his life, in and out of reform schools and, later, prisons. In total, Charles spent more than half of his first 30 years incarcerated. The litany of offences committed by Manson was wide-ranging: burglary, armed robbery, car theft, assault, sodomy, pimping, rape, fraud.
During his extensive periods in prison, Charles Manson began to study religion and religious philosophies.
THE�FAMILY�IS�BORN
In 1967, and in spite of his pleas to stay in prison, Charlie was awarded parole and sent to San Francisco. Re-entering the world in the �Summer of Love� though, Charlie found it easier to adapt to the outside than he had anticipated. A keen musician, he used his guitar and the influential powers of readily-available drugs to attract friends, mainly girls, and soon followers. When he managed to sell the rights to one of his own songs, Charlie used the money to buy a bus, in which he and his entourage travelled, gathering more followers and spreading �love�.
The bus eventually broke down, and Charles Manson and his girls moved in with Gary Hinman, a music teacher. When they had outstayed their welcome there, they moved on, and Charlie conned George Spahn into letting him and his group stay at his Ranch. With a following of such eager and attractive girls, Manson made it worth Spahn�s while to agree. The group lived a decadent and carefree life at the Ranch. They scavenged for food, stealing what the supermarkets threw away each day.
Still determined to launch his music career, Charlie used his contacts to get in touch with Doris Day�s son, Terry Melcher. Manson hoped that Melcher could be interested in using his music as the soundtrack for a film, and invited him to the Ranch to listen to a few of his compositions. Melcher came to listen to Charlie and his girls a couple of times, but ultimately was not interested in the music. The disappointment hit Charlie harder than Melcher could have realised, for he truly believed that this was his opening into the music business.
CHARLIE�S�PROPHECY
Along with a passion for music, at the centre of �The Family�, the name which Charlie was now using to refer to his group of followers, was the development of a prophecy of impending Armageddon. Charles Manson preached to his followers that the black people of the world were going to rise up, steal from and slaughter all white men. Charlie and his followers (which he estimated would total 144,000 by this time) would survive this war, as he was going to lead them to a secret civilization in Death Valley where they would sit out the slaughter until the black men were all that remained. Then The Family would return to the cities, take back power from the black men, enslave them and rule the world. A great follower of The Beatles, Charlie gave the name �Helter Skelter� to this race war, as he believed that the song lyrics described perfectly the Final Reckoning that was to come, and he prophesied that Helter Skelter would begin in the summer of 1969.
But when the summer days of 1969 did come and the black people had not unleashed this prophesied violence against the whites, Charlie spoke to his followers and told them that the blacks did not know what to do and therefore that they, The Family, would have to lead the way and show them. So it was that Manson�s followers set out to begin the predestined and necessary slaughter.
CIELO�DRIVE
The home of Sharon Tate, the heavily pregnant wife of film director Roman Polanski, was one of The Family�s first targets. With her sorely missed husband away shooting a film in Europe, Sharon was spending the evening of August 9, 1969 with friends in Los Angeles. These included Abigail Folger, Folger�s boyfriend Voytek Frykowski, and the internationally renowned hair stylist, Jay Sebring. Sharon was entertaining her friends, not uncommonly, in the house she rented on Cielo Drive � a house owned by Terry Melcher, who had recently shattered Charles Manson�s dreams of a music career�
Shortly after 4 a.m. the following morning, the LAPD received a call from a private security guard who was on patrol in the area. He claimed to have heard gunshots. He wasn�t the only one to have heard disturbing noises. Reports later came in that gunshots had also been heard earlier in the morning, and the chilling screams of a woman begging, �Oh, God, no, please don�t! Oh, God, no, don�t, don�t . . .� None of these earlier disturbances however, had been reported.
The morning dawned as usual over the Tate house, although on arrival at the property to begin work at around 8 a.m., Sharon Tate�s housekeeper Winifred Chapman noticed the telephone wire hanging over the main gate. Swinging the gate open, she walked up the drive and saw another unfamiliar sight � a white Rambler parked on the drive. On entering the house, she made her way towards the living room, noticing as she went some unusual splashes of red across the walls. On discovery of pools of blood and what appeared to be a body on the lawn, Winifred Chapman ran screaming from the house. As she ran back up the driveway and past the white Rambler, she noticed a second body inside the car.
When the police arrived, they found the blood-soaked body in the Rambler, along with another two heavily wounded bodies on the lawn. As they entered the house, first to catch their eye was the word �PIG�, written in blood on the lower half of the front door. As they progressed cautiously through the house, they could not imagine the horror they were about to encounter. Lying on the couch in the living room was a very heavily pregnant woman, her face covered in blood, her body covered in multiple stab wounds, and a ligature around her neck. The rope had been thrown over a rafter in the ceiling, and the other end was tied around the neck of a man lying close by, equally drenched in blood.
As the police looked on in horror, they heard the voice of a man. It was the caretaker, William Garretson, and he was arrested immediately and taken away.
The victims at the Tate house were later identified as Abigail Folger and Voytek Frykowski. Theirs were the bodies on the lawn. Steve Parent, a friend of the caretaker whose body was found in the car, and Sharon Tate, her unborn baby boy, and Jay Sebring, who had died in the living room. All the victims, with the exception of Steve Parent, had been stabbed repeatedly and furiously. Parent, Frykowski and Senring had also been shot. A total of 102 stab wounds had been administered to the victims.
LABIANCA�KILLINGS
No less than 48 hours later, police were called to the scene of a second bloodbath, this time in the Los Feliz area of LA. Frank Struthers, son of Rosemary LaBianca and step-son of her husband Leno LaBianca, had returned home after a camping trip to find a couple of things out of the ordinary as he walked up the drive to his parents� house. He could see Leno�s speedboat still on the drive, very out of character for his step-father who would always put it away for storage in the garage. Secondly, all the window shades in the house were down, again very unusual. Frank could get no answer either at the front door or on the phone, so he called his sister Susan, and her boyfriend, and waited for them to arrive.
The three entered the house through the open back door, and the two men left Susan in the kitchen while they went to have a look around. As they entered the living room, they saw the body of Leno, covered in blood, with a pillowcase over his head and some kind of object sticking out from his stomach. The men retreated back through the house, grabbed Susan, and called the police immediately.
On further inspection by the police and ambulancemen who subsequently arrived, the protrusion from Leno�s stomach was a carving knife. His hands had been tied together behind his back, a lamp-cord wound around his neck, and the word �WAR� carved on to his body. In the bedroom, the police discovered that Rosemary had suffered a similar fate. Graffitied in the blood of the victims, in different places around the house were the statements �DEATH TO PIGS�, �RISE�, and the misspelled �HEALTHER SKELTER�. The couple had been stabbed a combined 67 times.
UNCONNECTED�CASES?
These apparently motiveless crimes left the LAPD in the dark. Even when the Los Angeles County Sheriff�s Office contacted the LAPD to tell them of the similar circumstances in which they had found the body of Gary Hinman, one-time friend of Charles Manson, the LAPD made no connection between the three cases and clues were left uninvestigated. Hinman had been stabbed to death in his own home on July 31, and written in his shed blood on the wall of his living room were the words �POLITICAL PIGGY�. Furthermore, the Sheriff�s Office had arrested a man named Bobby Beausoleil in connection with the Hinman murder. Beausoleil, it transpired, had been living in a hippy commune led by the charismatic and influential Charles Manson. The LAPD just weren�t interested, even though their case against William Garretson, the caretaker who claimed to have slept through the events at the Tate house had collapsed following the results of a polygraph test.
Theories and speculation as to who was behind these murders flew around, and it seemed like everyone had an opinion. The police however, were getting no further in their investigations. Until, that is, a little boy in Sherman Oaks found a gun in his back garden. He showed it to his father who immediately turned it in to the police. It was a Hi Standard .22 caliber Longhorn revolver, an exact match for the weapon which the police had traced to the Tate murders. This in itself did not offer any further information to the LAPD, but being three months since the murders, it renewed interest in the cases � so much so that the LAPD began to talk to the Sheriff�s Office about the possible connection between the crimes.
The Sheriff�s Office had first become interested in Beausoleil when his 13-year-old girlfriend had informed them that Beausoleil had been sent by Manson, with a woman called Susan Atkins, to Hinman�s house to retrieve some money that Hinman owed Manson. When Hinman refused to pay up, the duo kept him prisoner in his own home for a couple of days before they killed him, and the girl recounted how she had heard Susan tell others that she had stabbed the victim several times in the legs during the attack.
What was interesting about the young girl�s story was that Hinman had not been stabbed in the leg. This therefore led the Sheriff�s Office to believe that Atkins may well have been connected to one, or even both, of the other bloody attacks too.
SUSAN�ATKINS�S�CONFESSION
Susan Atkins confessed as much to fellow inmates at the Sybil Brand Institute, where she was awaiting trial for the Hinman murder. She gleefully announced that not only had she slashed Hinman while Beausoleil held him (believed to be the other way round by the police at the time), but that she was also the proud murderer of Sharon Tate. She claimed that Charles Manson, her lover, was Jesus Christ and that he was going to lead his Family to a civilization in a hole in Death Valley. First they had to commit a crime that would shock the world. Susan spared no details in describing the bloodthirsty and crazed way in which they had killed those at the Tate house, adding that she had wanted to go much further than they did. She wanted to cut Sharon�s baby out of her womb, to gouge out the eyes of their victims, crush them against the wall, and to cut off their fingers. Throughout this history, Susan Atkins laughed manically, danced and sang. She was considered insane by those listening to her story, although she must have been convincing enough as her cellmates did report her confession to the authorities.
TRIAL
Had the police not already made a connection between the Manson Family and the murders, they may have considered Atkins mad too. With what they had already discovered though, along with Atkins�s seemingly detailed knowledge of the crimes, the case came to trial.
Charles Manson and Susan Atkins stood trial, along with two other female members of The Family. There was no hard evidence against the Manson Family. Only a blood-stained fingerprint connected one of them to the Tate house, but when questioned, all but Manson did confess to the crimes, although none in quite as jubilant a fashion as Susan Atkins. Throughout the whole, agonising 22-week trial, Manson�s followers never once denounced him. In fact, if ever any evidence was revealed which looked to incriminate Manson in the murders, his Family would deny his involvement, admit to all the accusations themselves and divert the attention from him. Manson�s participation in the murders could not be proved, and although at least one criminologist believed that Manson was present at the murders, perhaps involved in tying up the victims or instructing his followers to kill, this could not be proved either. At one point, the lawyer for one of the other female defendants stood up and tried to implicate Charles Manson in one of the crimes his client had been accused of in order to lessen her own involvement. His client vehemently denied Manson�s participation, and the lawyer�s murdered body was found a couple of days later.
PECULIAR�BEHAVIOUR
All of Manson�s followers were present at the trial, and they behaved throughout in a very peculiar way. They imitated Charles Manson�s speech and movement, and at one point, when Manson carved the sign of an �X� into his forehead � a sign that he had exited from one world into another � the girls did the same. Manson himself created distractions whenever he could, even lunging at the judge at one point, shouting that someone should cut his head off! The court was in uproar and as the authorities tried to restrain Manson, the other three defendants began chanting loudly in Latin. Evidence was incomplete, testimonies clearly falsified, and witnesses threatened with death � their own or of their families � if they continued.
Eventually, the trial was complete, and the jury had reached their verdict. Manson and the three women arrived at the court with shaven heads to hear the outcome of their case.
GUILTY
Charles Manson was found guilty of murder in the first degree and sentenced to death. Upon hearing the verdict, the female defendants declared that the judge had just passed sentence on himself, and that he should take to locking his own doors and carefully watching his children from that point on. All four defendants were given the death penalty, although when this was abolished in 1972, their sentences changed to life imprisonment.
The public reaction to The Manson Family after the trial was unexpected. The revulsion that had first greeted Charles Manson when he entered the courtroom had, over the course of the trial, transformed into a strange fascination and it appeared that the charisma which had seduced and hypnotised the young girls of Los Angeles into joining him and following him in his beliefs, was possibly having an effect on the general public too. Newspapers reported the story of the trial, placing Manson in a strangely favourable light. Concerns grew that his notoriety may spread to cult-hero. Fortunately, this never transpired, although Manson�s story did capture the public to the extent that it has been produced and re-told on both stage and in film. The music he wrote, and so believed in, has also been performed by Guns �n� Roses.
BEHIND�BARS
Manson remains a prisoner today and is unlikely ever to be released. He receives more mail than any other prisoner in the United States and therefore, over 30 years on, perhaps he is still as dangerous as he always was � still appealing to those who need someone to follow and something to believe in. Also still dangerous physically, Manson has been isolated in prison at different times for various offences: threatening prison staff, damage to prison property, assault on an officer, drug-dealing, smuggling in a bullet and even, from within his prison walls, twice plotting to assassinate the president of the United States.
Charles Manson has been up for parole ten times. Every time, parole has been refused.



The�Lebarons
A�story�of�a�Mormon�fundamentalist�family
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Alma Dayer LeBaron was an American Mormon who relocated to a Mormon settlement in Colonia Juarez, northern Mexico in the early 1900s.
He was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, that was set up by Joseph Smith in 1830, and just like many other LDS fellows of that time, Dayer LeBaron was a practising polygamist, which was usually referred to by Latter Day Saints as the act of �Plural Marriages�.
When the United States Congress made the practice of polygamy illegal in 1862 many LDS members fled to other countries such as Canada in an attempt to set up free polygamy practicing communities without the fear of persecution or prosecution.
This was the reason that Dayer LeBaron had ended up at a settlement in Mexico and it was here that he fathered five of his seven children; Benjamin, Ross Wesley, Joel, Ervil and Alma.
It was also at this Mormon colony that Dayer LeBaron met Rulon Allred. Allred was convicted of polygamy in the US in 1947, skipped bail and escaped to Mexico where Dayer LeBaron gave him refuge whilst he sorted himself out. Rulon Allred would go on to wish that he had never encountered the LeBaron clan.
In 1944, Dayer LeBaron received a revelation from God which told him to acquire a piece of Mexican land, this became the base for Colonia LeBaron, Dayer�s Mormon fundamentalist sect.
THE�LEBARON�CLAN
Dayer LeBaron�s children were just as religiously Mormon as their father, and each one ended up setting up their own off-shoot church at some point in their lives. Three in particular became historical members of the LeBaron clan.
In 1944, Benjamin LeBaron the eldest of Dayer LeBaron�s sons had a vision and proclaimed that he was in fact a prophet of God. He believed that he was the �Lion of Israel�, and to prove his point would roar at the top of his voice in the middle of the street. On top of this, Benjamin also wished to prove to the rest of humanity that he was �Mighty and Strong�. One particular time he stopped the traffic on a motorway in the middle of Salt Lake City � the geographical heart of Mormonism and the LDS � lay face down and did 200 press-ups to show people just how mighty and strong he really was. Benjamin was soon shunned by the majority of his family and friends and spent a lot of his life in and out of mental institutes. But one person did believe him and that was his brother Ervil.
The next child of Dayer LeBaron�s to have a spiritual experience was Ross Wesley. He too claimed that he was a mighty and strong prophet and related his visions to claims made by the founder of the LDS Church � Joseph Smith.
With Benjamin LeBaron in Utah State Mental Hospital and Ross Wesley�s prophecies not amounting to much, Joel and Ervil were the brothers to emerge as the chosen ones.
Joel LeBaron was the third sibling to become a self-proclaimed prophet after being visited by two angel messengers from heaven in the 1960s. Joel was an extremely charismatic man who people warmed to immediately. He was softly spoken and could explain the Scriptures like no other.
Joel set up a Mormon splinter church by the name of the �Church of the First Born of the Fullness of Time�. By the spring of 1965, Joel had organized his new church and appointed his brother Ervil as secretary.
BLOOD�BROTHERS
There was a problem. Ervil LeBaron was also receiving messages from heaven, and announced that he too was �one mighty and strong� � a prophet from God. He was the more handsome of the two brothers and although he was not as amiable as his brother, he definitely had a way with people, especially women. He had the body of a boxer, and with this came the tendency to hold a grudge, but his flip side was that he was an excellent writer of scripture. His writing became obsessive and at times Ervil would stay up for days at a time living on a diet of coffee to keep him awake but writing extremely profound holy works.
Ervil would constantly have dreams about having many wives with which he would �multiply and replenish the earth . . .� He wanted to be a great and respected man in as many ways as possible and nobody was going to stand in his way.
The two LeBaron brothers soon started disagreeing, and with both of them needing to be the top prophet they ended up having a major fall-out. Joel wished to start an order which abided completely by the Ten Commandments. Joel believe that only when the Ten Commandments were being followed would Jesus return to Earth.
Although Ervil did agree with the idea he believed the only way to form it within the sect was by using brute force, something that pacifist Joel was not happy with doing. The finale to the brothers� relationship came in the winter of 1969. Joel, the head of the Fullness of Time Church decided to dismiss Ervil from his position within the sect due to his lack of respect for others and his rebellious tendencies towards the movement.
Ervil became extremely angry at Joel�s confrontation and luckily enough it was not long before he had received some orders from God.
God had spoken to Ervil and told him that he needed to get rid of his brother Joel. The prophecy spoke of Joel as someone who even though was seen by many as �saintly� was getting in the way of both Ervil and the Holy One�s work on Earth.
On August 20, 1972, Joel LeBaron whilst at his polygamist community, Los Molinos, was shot twice, once in the throat and once the head; he was killed instantly. The murder had been organized by his own flesh and blood, Ervil LeBaron, and had been committed by one of Ervil's staunch followers.
THE�CHURCH�OF�THE�LAMB�OF�GOD
After the untimely death of his brother Joel, Ervil had reformed his followers under the name of the �Church of the Blood of the Lamb of God� and preached his views to them on a daily basis.
These were the lengths that certain Mormon polygamists would go to to prove their cause was the most spiritually just � prophecies would come at just the right time to give people such as Ervil an excuse to murder people who held different Mormonist ideologies.
By 1975, Ervil LeBaron had murdered about five more people and seriously injured around 15 others, without getting his own hands dirty of course. Each murder was executed by one of Ervil's flock on his orders, which in turn were orders received from God.
Even when Ervil LeBaron was arrested in Mexico in the spring of 1976, his free disciples carried on with the blood bath. His clan ran their operation from a post office box in southern most California, and they sent out circulars opposing governmental taxes, state benefits, gun control and other polygamist groups. Even the late Jimmy Carter received a death threat from Ervil's group when he stood for the presidency in 1976, the Church of the Blood of the Lamb of God believed that Carter�s views were too liberal and un-godly.
In 1979, 11 months after being arrested, Ervil LeBaron was freed by the Mexican judicial system as they did not have enough proof that linked him to the murders over the previous three years, but other reports say that his freedom was more likely to have been through bribes, which were so rife in Mexico in the 1970s.
Whatever, Ervil LeBaron was once again a free man back on his rampage, cleansing the world of anyone who was not in agreement with him and did not do as he said.
Ervil arranged the murder of one of his own daughters due to her insubordination and a few months later had Rulon Allred killed.
Rulon Allred was a prominent Salt Lake City polygamist leader by this point and faced his death in an execution style manner, set up by Ervil. Ervil wanted the followers who Allred had, and thought that if he disposed of Allred he would be able to make make Allred�s flock move their allegiance to the Lamb of God.
Finally the law caught up with Ervil LeBaron and this time he would go to prison for good. The Mexican authorities agreed to deport LeBaron back to the US, and in 1979 he was sentenced to life imprisonment at the maximum security prison at Point of the Mountain, Utah.
Just two years later, in the summer of 1981, Ervil LeBaron was found dead in his cell, aged just 56. He had become a rather agitated and confused man soon after his incarceration as he realised that he was never going to be free again. He had more revelations in his cell, ones which this time said that a miracle would happen which would free him. But just two years after his imprisonment, he had died of a heart attack.
Maybe Ervil�s body had known more than his mind, and gave up religion even though his mind would have continued prophesying forever if he had been given half the chance.
ERVIL'S�LITTLE�BLACK�BOOK?
Even though Ervil LeBaron was part of his own church he had still practised and accepted many of the Mormon teachings throughout his life. One teaching he adhered to always was �blood atonement�, which means �sinners should shed their blood to save their souls�. It was his interpretation of this practice that had got him imprisoned in the first place.
Before his sudden death, Ervil LeBaron had managed to write a 400 page script called The Book of the New Covenants, which contained a list of people he believed needed to be sacrificed for his cause, people whom in his eyes were sinners, had betrayed him in the past or who had the power to betray him in the future. Again this list was based on the �blood attonement� ideology but with his own twist.
Around 20 copies of his script were published and managed to get into the possession of his most righteous brothers. People who he could reply on, even after his death, to carry out the necessary murders. Most of these people were in fact his children. He had fathered over 50 progeny through his plural marriages and the majority of them stuck loyally by him long after he had died.
Ervil's 13-year-old son, Aaron, took over his father�s leadership after his death and the clan of children, teenagers and young adults started to put their father�s words into action. Many of these children had been abused by older members of the former Lamb of God clan therefore already felt a lot of hatred to the world, in their eyes they were acting upon orders from a higher force, higher than any state or congressional authority as they were orders warranted by God himself. Throughout the �80s names were crossed off the death list and by 1988 the Lambs of God were boasting about the 17 murders that they had committed.
THE�DOWNFALL�OF�THE�LEBARON�CLAN
In 1993, three of Ervil LeBaron�s offspring were arrested and sentenced to life in prison for their involvements in the death spree of the �80s, and in 1995 the leader of the Lambs of God, Aaron LeBaron, was found in Mexico and deported, as his father had been, back to the United States to face murder charges. He was sentenced to 45 years in prison. Where the other 50 or so LeBaron children are, is unclear. A few siblings have re-surfaced to talk about their lives within the clan, Cynthia LeBaron even testified against her brother Aaron on the second day of his trial and is now part of a witness protection scheme, and other members have written articles giving their points of view about polygamy and Mormon Fundamentalism.
The problem was that the LeBaron clan knew no different, they had been born into this lifestyle and therefore tried to abide by the rules that they were taught, how were they to know that the rules they abided by were illegal in no uncertain terms? They did not know an outside world only one of a polygamist, murdering father who�s word was as divine as that of God himself.
The generations of LeBarons did not have a choice, whilst growing up, of who they were lynching and when they were legally adults they were so far within the clan that it would have been virtually impossible to change.
A quote from Aaron LeBaron�s younger sister Jessica LeBaron puts their upbringing and life into perspective somewhat, even if what the family did can never be forgiven:
The thing was a nightmare, that both Aaron LeBaron and I were born into. Just like any other children we believed and tried to do what we were taught. It was not fun. Perhaps we are not good folks, but when all the bad things happened we had never been to school, were isolated on a ranch and have a family history of mental illness (treatable with medication) and other factors that contributed to extreme fanaticism. As a little child I believed all the �stuff� the church did was right. We are not evil, even though what we did is really bad.



The�Jombola�Cult
Powers�of�the�Dark
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Over 300 people are estimated to be part of the Jombola cult, a supernatural group based in southern Sierra Leone. The group first appeared in the war-torn region at the end of the 1990s, shortly after a peace agreement was signed between the government and the barbaric rebel army, the Revolutionary United Front. Based in the southern Sierra Leone districts of Bo, Pujehan and Bonthe, the Jombola Cult strikes fear into the hearts of all who inhabit these areas. The locals are convinced of the paranormal powers of the cult members.
Terrified residents of these southern regions claim that the members of the Jombola Cult transform themselves into creatures such as rats, reptiles, cats and dogs and, in their animal guises, set off to destroy local villages and terrorize the inhabitants. Witnesses of the transformations claim that the sight is petrifying.
The mission of the Jombola Cult, disclosed by a captured cult member, is to bring down both the government and the southern Civilian Defense Force, the Kamajors. To this end, the cult uses death, destruction and the �powers of the dark�.
This mission, and the very emergence of the Jombola Cult, is explained further by analysts who see it as a direct result of the socio-political crisis caused by the disintegration of the national army. Where the army of Sierra Leone had been weakened, the Kamajors were instrumental in keeping the Revolutionary United Front down, and now the Jombola Cult has risen up to engage them in a battle for dominance. The Kamajors are believed to have used mystical powers to combat the RUF, and these are now being challenged by the Jombola Cult
The leader of the Jombola Cult, Pa Kujah, is reported to live in the southern town of Yambama. He recruits both men and women to assist him in his mission, although the women are seen as little more than sex objects, and used mainly to attract and then sexually overpower male victims. The Jombola Cult has been held responsible for at least 30 murders committed in the regions it terrorises.



The�Lafferty�Brothers��Message�From�God
Two�brothers�whose�lives�take�a�turn�for�the�worse
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Daniel and ronald Lafferty were brothers born into a strict Latter Day Saint family. They had four brothers and two sisters with whom they lived together with their mother and father on a farm west of Utah.
Their father, Watson Lafferty, after serving a few years in the US navy as a barber, opened a barber�s shop come chiropractic clinic and settled down to raise his eight children as model LDS members. With his love for religion came some strict rules, that Watson expected his wife Claudine and children to live by, and he did not think twice about beating any of them who refused to obey him.
The brothers had been born into a violent but religious family life. When they weren�t facing their father�s abuse personally, they often saw him inflict it on their other siblings, and also on their mother, whom Dan Lafferty described as a �good woman and excellent mother� On the flip side of the coin, Watson Lafferty was also a loving father who would often tell his wife that he loved her, and placed his family at the centre of his life together with the LDS church. Watson complied with the Mormon doctrine but was definitely not what can be classified as a fundamentalist as he never dabbled in polygamy or even discussed the practice of plural marriages as a possibility.
DAN�AND�RON'S�PATHS�TO�ADULTHOOD
Both Dan and Ronald were model Mormon children, they excelled at school, took up extra curricular activities and studied their faith at any possible opportunity. The LDS church was just as much a part of their lives as it was their father�s. Ron was an outstanding sportsman and Dan had a voice of an angel, they seemed like model American men, all round �good-guys� who would probably grow into a men akin to The Simpsons� character Ned Flanders.
After finishing high school Dan went on a religious expedition to Scotland where he met a beautiful divorcee called Matilda Loomis. Matilda had two children from her dissolved marriage, and instantly Dan felt a strong and common bond between the two of them. He returned to the United States two years later without having acted upon his feelings towards her.
Six years later at an expedition reunion, Dan re-encountered Matilda and knew that his connection with her had not weakened. After receiving a revelation from God, Dan decided that he was to marry Matilda, she agreed to his question immediately, stating that she too had been told by God that this was her calling.
Shortly after their marriage, Dan, Matilda and Matilda�s two children moved south to California so that Dan could study the family business of chiropractics. Whilst in California, one of Dan and Matilda�s local LDS church associates was holding a talk on the subject of plural marriages.
The couple decided to go to the lecture, just out of interest, but Dan left with an extreme thirst to know more. He had not realized just how rife the discontinued Mormon principle of polygamy was within his congregation.
After six years in California, Dan moved his wife and four children back to Utah where he started an in-depth study into the history and practice of polygamy within the LDS church and the Mormon faith.
After completing high school, Dan�s brother, Ron Lafferty, signed up for the army. After a short while he realized that it was not his calling and instead went on a two-year journey as a missionary, spreading the word of the LDS church and the greatness of what it had to offer around the United States. He wanted other people to experience the pleasure and contentment that he got from being a Mormon.
It was a tough two years for Ron, as being a Mormon missionary means abiding strictly by the rules of the doctrine. Rules include: not drinking alcohol, not smoking, not ingesting caffeine, no sex before marriage, no masturbation, only reading text produced by the LDS church and only listening to religious music and watching religious programmes. He abided by these rules without complaint but now and again a rebellious streak emerged. Did this come from being brought up by such an authoritative father?
Whilst on one of his Mormon missions in Florida, Ron met a student nurse called Dianna and a few months later, at the end of his mission, they were married. The newly weds moved back to Utah so that they could be close to the rest of the Lafferty family and also so that they could be within the epicentre of the Mormon religion.
A�LOOK�INTO�FUNDAMENTALISM
A short time into his research into polygamy, Dan Lafferty came across a text called The Peace Maker. The two-page pamphlet advocated polygamy and dealt mainly with biblical marriage laws. It is a text shrouded in mystery, as who actually wrote it remains ambiguous. Some say that a non LDS member by the name of Udney Hay Jacob was responsible for its production and that LDS founder and prophet Joseph Smith was quick to distance himself from the work, but others believe that Joseph Smith himself composed it.
Dan Lafferty received a message from God telling him that it was Smith who had written it and this was all Dan needed to begin a polygamist lifestyle. A big part of The Peace Maker deals with the need for the woman to be submissive as God had requested, and it wasn�t long before Dan had Matilda abiding by these rules. She wasn�t allowed to drive, handle money or speak to anyone outside of the family without Dan being there. The children were removed from school and there was to be no medical treatment, only natural homeopathic remedies.
By the late �70s Dan was treating his wife and children in the same way that his father had treated his mother, his siblings and him. According to his new sacred text, his children and his wife were his property to use as he wished.
Dan then chose his first plural wife, Rumanian immigrant called Ann Randak who he lovingly referred to as his �gypsy bride�. Suddenly Matilda had been shoved from a happy marriage into what she described as a �hellish situation�.
Dan and Ron Lafferty had taken dramatically different paths in their first years as men, but one thing had remained constant in both their lives, and that was the love and need they felt for their faith. Once they were both back in Utah it was Ron who acted as the glue of the family ties. He was the brother that all other siblings would turn to for advice, and he held a similar role for his children and wife. Everyone could rely on Ron to do the right thing and help in times of trouble.
Growing up, Ron had always felt a great love for his mother and it had hurt him to the core when he had witnessed the abuse that his father had inflicted on her. It was her influence and the respect he had upheld for her that had made Ron the person he was in his 20s and 30s.
It wasn�t surprising when Ron was the only brother who did not attend �chance meetings� the Lafferty brothers seemed to be having more and more frequently. Whenever there was a break at the Chiropractic clinic that Dan and Mark ran for their father, Watson Junior, Tim and Allen would arrive and discussions and seminars would take place based on the new knowledge that Dan was in ownership of regarding polygamy and �blood atonement�. The four brothers listened to everything that Dan had to say and even though he had not yet assigned himself to a particular Fundamentalist church, his knowledge of polygamy and other abolished Mormon doctrines was vast, he had become a proficient preacher and soon he had his younger brothers mesmerized and within a few weeks they were converted Fundamentalists.
A�CHANGE�IN�IDEAS
By the summer of 1982, Dan and Ron�s four brothers had started to impose their new found ideas onto their families, but their wives were not happy about the situation that was growing and began talking about their fears to Ron�s wife Dianna. Dianna was the lucky one, as she was married to the only Lafferty brother who had not been converted into the throws of polygamy and she felt that it was up to her and Ron to help the other couples out of this horrid situation.
Dianna discussed her sister-in-law�s fears about the personality changes in their husbands with Ron and convinced him that he should go to one of the meetings at the Chiropractic clinic and rationally talk his five younger siblings back to the mainstream Mormon religion.
Ron Lafferty arrived at his first ever gathering held by his brothers, and they welcomed him warmly. All five of Ron�s brothers held a great deal of respect and admiration for their elder brother and were happy that he had taken the time to take part in something that had become so important to them.
Ron immediately started reading an extract from an essay that had been written by the LDS church discussing the evils of fundamentalism and how it should be avoided at all costs. The brothers listened politely until Ron came to a halt and then Dan answered. And so the evening went on, Ron would quote from the Mormon scripture denouncing fundamentalism and Dan would respond with well researched knowledge on why such acts were needed in order to be as virtuous and as close to God as possible.
For the first couple of hours Ron stood his ground and refused to believe what Dan and his other four brothers were doing was in any way right. He tried to plead with Mark, Watson, Tim and Allen, telling them that Dan was brain washing them with ideas that would ruin them forever, but every word that came out of Ron�s mouth was countered with an even better example backing such acts from Dan.
In the book Under the Banner of Heaven by John Krakauer, Dan Lafferty is quoted as saying:
Ron�wasn�t�at�that�meeting�too�awfully�long,�before�he�stopped�trying�to�convince�us�that�we�were�wrong.���What�you�guys�are�doing�is�right,��Ron�admitted.��It�s�everyone�else�that�is�wrong.��Suddenly,�Ron�Lafferty�s�views�had�changed�dramatically.�Dan�had�managed�to�brain�wash�his�brother�just�as�he�had�done�to�the�other�four.
From the moment that Ron returned home he decided it was time to bring his new found ideology into action, and this meant that his loving wife Dianna would also have to make the necessary changes to her life as well.
Ron Lafferty had been under financial pressure and he was relieved now that he had learnt from his brother�s teachings that material goals no longer mattered as a Fundamentalist missionary.
Dianna was shocked with the swift and dramatic change in her husband�s personality. She had sent him out to convert his brothers back to the LDS church and he had returned, in a matter of hours, as a Mormon fundamentalist. Over the weeks that followed Diana tried her hardest to talk sense into her ever changing husband, but it was impossible. He was a convert of the highest measure. Whereas before Dianna and Ron had had an extremely equal and caring relationship, one that many people around them were in envy of, he was now a strict alpha male who believed that a woman�s job was to abide by the demanding rules set out for her in The Peace Maker. In Under the Banner of Heaven, Penelope Weiss, a friend of Dianna�s, remarks:
He�expected�her�to�be�his�slave.�And�it�was�such�a�complete�reversal�from�the�way�he�d�been.�Before�Dan�brainwashed�him,�Ron�had�treated�Dianna�like�a�queen.�He�was�just�one�of�the�nicest�men�I�ve�ever�known.�But�when�this�happened,�he�became�one�of�the�meanest�men�I�ve�ever�known.
Dianna soon gave up trying to talk her husband round and surrendered to doing as he said to keep her life as pain free as possible.
A�SPANNER�IN�THE�WORKS
Dianna Lafferty had been conditioned into being a Mormon fundamentalist wife and she was not gong to complain when her husband decided it was time to take other wives. Dan, Mark, Watson and Tim had also managed to subdue their wives from their initial anger and were now living by the rules set out in The Peace Maker.
Allen�s wife, Brenda, was a different matter, she had been angry from the moment Allen had discussed his new found views with her.
Brenda Wright Lafferty was a young, ambitious and extremely intelligent woman. She had started dating Allen after meeting him at an LDS student congregation and by April 1982 at just 21 she had married him. It was only a few months into their marriage that things had started to change. Allen did not like the thought of Brenda being a career woman, she had a degree in Broadcasting which she wished to pursue, but Allen wanted her to be a house wife, to cater for his every need. She knew she had made a mistake in marrying Allen but she was pregnant with her first child so believed she had to stay.
After giving birth to a baby girl, named Erica, Brenda was convinced that she would be able to bring Allen round and back to the person he once was, she truly believed that she could do this and she was determined to see the bad days through.
Even though Brenda believed that she could talk sense into Allen, she believed that her brother-in-law, Ron Lafferty, was so deeply involved in fundamentalism that he was never going to be converted back to his old faith. Brenda believed that because Ron had tried to hold back from Dan�s teachings, the moment that he succumbed to them he did so 100 per cent.
Dianna Lafferty was good friends with Brenda and went to her to talk about her new found anguishes as Ron�s wife. Brenda told Dianna that she felt that unlike Allen, Ron was never going to change and urged her to escape whilst she still could and file for divorce. It was the hardest thing Dianna was ever to do but after much deliberation she took her sister-in-law�s advice, packed her bags and moved herself and her six children to Florida.
REVELATIONS�FROM�GOD
From the moment that Dianna left Ron his world fell apart, he was excommunicated from his LDS church and was shunned by many people who had once loved and respected him. Ron became an angry man, he felt cheated and lonely, he lost his job and was left with nothing apart from his family and his religion. He poured himself into this and soon started to have visions from God.
Dan Lafferty was so proud of his brother and they would have long discussions regarding the prophecies that Ron had received.
One of Ron�s prophecies in particular was important to Dan as God had described Dan being akin to Nephi. According to the Mormon faith, Nephi was a great prophet and son of Lehi in The First Book of Mormon.
Dan was extremely proud that he had been spoken about by God in this way and was suddenly in awe of Ron.
The Lafferty brothers started to make their discussions open to others with similar views and it was during one of the seminars that they met Robert Crossfield. Robert was a Canadian who claimed to be a prophet. He told the Laffertys that he had received a message from God ordering him to teach the six brothers how to receive revelations and how to �organize themselves into the School of Prophets�.
All the brothers, except Allen, started to have revelations but it was Ron�s revelations that were the most intense and bloodthirsty. God spoke to him about removing certain people from the Earth that were getting in the way of the cause and it was one prophecy in particular that would change the family�s life forever. Ron had a revelation of removal that stated:
Thus�saith�the�Lord�unto�my�servants�the�prophets.�It�is�my�will�and�commandment�that�ye�remove�the�following�individuals�in�order�that�my�work�might�go�forward.�For�they�have�truly�become�obstacles�in�my�path�and�I�will�not�allow�my�work�to�be�stopped.�First�thy�brother's�wife�Brenda�and�her�baby,�then�Chloe�Low,�and�then�Richard�Stowe.�And�it�is�my�will�that�they�be�removed�in�rapid�succession�and�that�an�example�be�made�of�them�in�order�that�others�might�see�the�fate�of�those�who�fight�against�the�true�saints�of�God.�And�it�is�my�will�that�this�matter�be�taken�care�of�as�soon�as�possible�and�I�will�prepare�a�way�for�my�instrument�to�be�delivered�and�instruction�be�given�unto�my�servant�Todd.�And�it�is�my�will�that�he�show�great�care�in�his�duties�for�I�have�raised�him�up�and�prepared�him�for�this�important�work�and�is�he�not�like�unto�my�servant�Porter�Rockwell.�And�great�blessings�await�him�if�he�will�do�my�will,�for�I�am�the�Lord�thy�God�and�have�control�over�all�things.�Be�still�and�know�that�I�am�with�thee.�Even�so�Amen.
When Ron discussed this revelation at The School of Prophets it was only Dan and Watson who were in agreement to carry out the order. The School disbanded due to the disagreement but Dan and Ron continued believing in what they had to do.
ROAD�TO�MURDER
In the spring of 1984, Ron and Dan embarked on a road trip up through America�s mid west and into Canada, they broke up their journey by dropping in on various fundamentalist communities that they knew about. They took it in turns to drive and spent the days having intense discussions about the removal revelations that Ron had had. Although Dan was proud of how far his brother had come, he also noticed he had turned into a violent and savage man.
At times Dan wondered if he should break ties with his brother, and if things had gone too far, but each time he had these thoughts something inside him told him to stick with Ron.
Ron would deliberate over the meaning of the removal revelation and commented that the four people mentioned in it had all been part of the reason that his wife and left him. Brenda being the main protagonist. His eyes would blank over when he spoke to his brother about slaughters that were soon to take place.
On July 24, 1984, Ron and Dan met up with two polygamist friends called Chip Carnes and Richard Knapp. They had planned to go to Salt Lake City � the home of the Mormons � for the day. Before leaving, Ron told the other three that he thought that they should first go to Mark Lafferty�s house to pick up a hunting rifle.
Upon arriving at Mark�s house Ron immediately asked for the gun. Mark gave it to him but wished to know what he was going to hunt as Ron had given up the sport years previously. Ron replied, �Any fucking thing that gets in my way�.
The four men then headed to Allen�s apartment, which was in American Fork, a sleepy suburb on the freeway between Provo and Salt Lake City. Ron had said they were going there in search for another rifle. Carnes and Knapp, who were both in the back could hear the brothers discussing whether the removal revelation was to be acted upon that day. Ron really seemed like he was on a mission.
When no one answered the door at Allen�s house they got back in the car and headed for Salt Lake City.
They had not got very far when Dan felt a great urge to turn back and try Allen Lafferty�s house once more. Dan knocked on the door and Brenda answered. He asked her if Allen was in and she said that he was at work. He then asked if he could step inside to use her telephone. Brenda started to sense that something was up and said that he could not enter the house.
A rage had taken over Dan by this point and he was not taking no for an answer. He pushed Brenda out of the way and let himself in. The sound of Brenda and Dan fighting could be heard from the car and it was this point that Ron made his way into the house.
The two friends were left in the car and could now hear Ron yelling expletives at Brenda at which she was yelling: �Please don�t hurt my baby! Don�t hurt my baby!� A deathly silence then came over the duplex and the Lafferty brothers emerged in blood-soaked clothes.
Brenda Lafferty had received a severe beating. An incision had been made to her throat which had sliced through her trachea, both jugular veins, both cartoid arteries and her spinal column. She had then been strangled by the cord of a vaccum cleaner. She had been brutally murdered.
Fifteen month old Erica Lafferty had also had her throat cut from ear to ear � the only thing left holding her head onto her shoulders was the bone. Brenda and Erica Lafferty were to be found dead and lying in pools of their own blood by Allen Lafferty when he returned home from work later that day.
Once back in the car, Dan, Ron, Chip and Richard made their way to the Chloe Low�s house. Chloe had been a good friend of Dianna�s and had also coaxed her into leaving Ron. They rang the door but no one was in. After breaking in and stealing a handful of Chloe�s belongings, the brothers returned to the car and spoke about heading to Richard Stowe�s house � Stowe was the bishop who had excommunicated Ron soon after Dianna had left him.
Luckily for Stowe, the brothers took a wrong turn, which was enough for them to give up with completing the removal revelation. Instead they headed toward Wendover where they rented a holiday flat for the night. The Lafferty brothers cleaned themselves up and put their blood stained clothes into the boot of the car, the four men then put their heads down for the night.
Chip Carnes and Richard Knapp snuck out of the apartment in the middle of the night and made their getaway in the car, disposing of the knives and clothes on the way. They were arrested at Chip�s brother�s house on July 30, 1984.
The next day Dan and Ron realized that they were now on the run and they headed towards Reno. They had a female friend there who worked in a casino called Circus Circus, and had let them sleep on her floor a few months previously. Dan told Ron that they were sure to be met with arrest if they went to her as he had written about her in his diaries, which were now more than likely in the hands of the police.
Ron did not say anything so they kept walking into the Casino and whilst queueing in the restaurant for a coffee they were surrounded by FBI agents. On August 17, 1984 Ronald Watson Lafferty and Daniel Lafferty were arrested for the aggravated murders of Brenda and Erica Lafferty.
BROTHERS�ON�TRIAL
In 1985 the two brothers stood trial. Ron�s lawyer tried to plead insanity in the hope of getting him convicted of manslaughter instead of first degree murder. Ron was found guilty on two charges of first degree murder and was sentenced to death. Dan Lafferty, was charged on two counts of first degree murder and was sentenced to life imprisonment. Dan, to this day, states that he was responsible for both murders, but Ron was sentenced to death for killing Brenda and for being the mastermind behind the plot.
If Ron Lafferty had not gone to his brothers� meeting to try and talk them out of fundamentalism maybe a lot of people�s lives could have turned out different. Or was it Ron�s fate to end up as he did?
The nightmare of that day in July 1984 has not been an easy one to try and get over as re-trials have occurred as recently as 2003. Ron�s defence have made a number of attempts to remove him from death row but each time they have been quashed. He refuses to talk to anyone about the events that happened that year.
Dan Lafferty on the other hand has given many interviews describing the events leading up to and on that frightful day. He still believes that he and his brother were led by God to commit the murders and believes that he will not die in prison. Instead the prison walls will crumble around him and he will emerge as the biblical prophet Elijah, announcing the second coming of Christ. In an interview he gave to the Deseret News in 2002, Dan Lafferty said:
I�don�t�feel�comfortable�saying�I�know�I�m�Elijah,�but�I�d�be�pretty�surprised�if�I�m�not.�You�could�say�I�m�patiently�awaiting�to�see�if�I�m�him.�I�could�be�wrong,�maybe�it�s�all�just�a�comfortable�illusion.



The�Ku�Klux�Klan
The�White�Rights�Movement
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� �Are�you�now,�or�have�you�ever�been�a�member�of�the�Radical�Republican�Party?� �Did�you�belong�to�the�Federal�Army�during�the�late�war,�and�fight�against�the�South�during�the�existence�of�the�same?� �Are�you�opposed�to�negro�equality,�both�social�and�political?� �Are�you�in�favour�of�a�white�man�s�government�in�this�country?�
These were the questions drawn up by the KuKlux Klan in 1868 to recruit people to its organisation.
When the black population of America emerged victorious from their struggle for liberation from slavery after the American Civil War, they met with a new enemy � a secret, terrorist, white-supremacist organization known as the Ku Klux Klan, who believed in the innate inferiority of the black man and therefore felt that they neither deserved, nor were welcome to, the same rights and privileges as the white man. The freedom of these slaves signified a humiliating economic and social defeat, adding salt to the wounds left by the military defeat they had already suffered. Resentment and loathing bubbled over and a campaign of terror and violence was unleashed on the southern states of America.
THE�END�OF�THE�CIVIL�WAR
On March 3, 1865, the Freeman�s Bureau was set up by Congress. This had as its objective the protection of freed slaves, and sought to weaken the traditional white power structure of the rebel states. They found new work for the former slaves, and provided them with better health and educational opportunities. In total, they spent 17 million dollars on improved welfare, schools and hospitals. President Andrew Johnson however, who claimed that these black slaves should be in �subordination� and declared that he would live and die with these beliefs, sought to crush the capabilities of the Freeman�s Bureau. He rejected Congress�s pursuit of more powers for them, and also opposed the Civil Rights Bill which they proposed. This bill would have increased protection of the black people, and prevented unfair restrictions of their rights.
One year later however, in 1866, the number of Radical Republicans, who fought not only for the abolition of slavery but also supported complete equality for freed slaves, in Congress increased. This led to the passing of the Reconstruction Act which separated the south into districts, and allowed the freed black slaves to vote in the elections for leadership of them.
Against the backdrop of devastated towns and cities, ruined plantations and farms, and a destitute population now controlled by an occupation army, the perceived rise of the slaves was the breaking point for the white Southerners. The stage was set for the explosive arrival of the Ku Klux Klan.
The Ku Klux Klan tore across the war-ravaged South on a mission to intimidate and destroy the Reconstruction governments from the Carolinas to Arkansas. Their main targets were the blacks, and their main goal was to stop them from voting, holding office, or exercising their new, undeserved rights in any way. Also targeted however, were immigrants, and any white people who were standing up for, or sympathetic to, black rights.
The KKK frightened their targets by burning crosses within view of the victim�s home. If this had no effect, then they would attack � torturing, beating, and murdering. They justified this as an essential course of action in the name of white supremacy and to protect and keep the white race pure. The Klansmen dressed in white robes with pointed hoods which covered their faces, supposedly symbolising the ghosts of dead soldiers who had returned to avenge their defeat.
THE�ORIGINS�OF�THE�KU�KLUX�KLAN
A group of former Confederate army members established the original group in 1865, in Pulaski, Tennessee. Originally set up as more of a social club, there was nothing sinister about the first few gatherings of what the young men eventually decided to call the �Ku Klux Klan�. They chose the name from the Greek word �kuklos� meaning �circle�, and the English word �clan�. They also decided to keep it a secret society, to make it more exciting. They gave the ranks of the society ridiculous names � Grand Cyclops, Grand Turk etc. � just to amuse themselves.
Any new members (or �Ghouls� as they were called within the Klan) whom the group managed to recruit, were subjected to an initiation ceremony. This was a farcical procedure, involving the entrant being blindfolded, sworn in with silly oaths, and finally �crowned�. The members all went out on horseback, dressed in sheets, with masks covering their faces. These were the very silly, and innocent beginnings of something which was to become deadly serious.
EXPANSION�OF�THE�KU�KLUX�KLAN
The group began to grow, and attracted more members from adjacent neighbourhoods. The cloaked excursions became more frequent and more sinister. They would arrive at the homes of black people late at night, and give them dark warnings of more visits if they did not keep a low profile. The blacks, with their new-found freedom, ignored these warnings, and soon the threats turned into actual violence. Although the blacks were the main target of these attacks, the Klan also turned on anyone who supported black rights, Northerners who had come south, or southern unionists.
In 1867, all members of the ever-increasing Ku Klux Klan were asked to send representatives to a convention, presided over by �Grand Wizard� General Nathan Bedford Forrest (a brilliant general in the Civil War), held in Nashville. The main objective of the convention was to discuss the Klan�s response to, and encourage the opposition of, the Reconstruction effort to integrate the blacks and allow them voting rights. By now, the KKK had thousands of members all eager to further the cause and uphold white supremacy.
However, many new recruits felt uneasy about the group�s activities, as did the long-standing members who were seeing the changes within the structure of the Klan. They were unhappy about the higher level of brutality, and felt that the balance had shifted since the Klan�s beginnings. They were all fully supportive of the Klan�s cause and agreed with terrorizing and intimidating the blacks into submission, but could not agree with the nightly rampages, robberies, rapes and murders being committed in their name.
The Reconstruction governors soon realized that this was a problem they had to address urgently. They did not however, appreciate the size of the organization they were trying to suppress. Government spies who tried to infiltrate the group were murdered by the Klan, who had been tipped off by insiders in advance. The Klan were more prolific than anyone had imagined, and the secret nature of the organization made it almost impossible to penetrate. Unbeknown to those trying to crack down on the KKK, their own colleagues were often riding out, terrorizing the towns, with the masked night riders.
When federal control of the ex-Confederate states was retracted, the whites were able to regain control and re-introduce segregation anyway. Therefore in 1869, with the main objective achieved, Forrest dissolved the Klan as he too felt that it had become increasingly violent and had abandoned its original goals in the pursuit of sheer anarchy.
Further, when President Ulysses Grant, under pressure from the Radical Republicans to do something about the terror and violence perpetrated by the KKK, signed the Klan Act and Enforcement Act in 1871, it was believed that the KKK would disappear forever. The report by the Federal Grand Jury stated that:
There has existed since 1868, in many counties of the state, an organization known as the Ku Klux Klan, or Invisible Empire of the South, which embraces in its membership a large proportion of the white population of every profession and class. The Klan has a constitution and bylaws, which provides, among other things, that each member shall furnish himself with a pistol, a Ku Klux gown and a signal instrument. The operations of the Klan are executed in the night and are invariably directed against members of the Republican Party. The Klan is inflicting summary vengeance on the colored citizens of these citizens by breaking into their houses at the dead of night, dragging them from their beds, torturing them in the most inhuman manner, and in many instances murdering.
It made the KKK an illegal organization and allowed the use of force to quash any strains of the group and any activities it engaged in. This was phenomenally successful. The Klan was completely dissolved in South Carolina, and membership in other states reduced to virtually none. Although the Klan Act was eventually declared unconstitutional in 1882, it was too late for the organization to recover.
RE-EMERGENCE�OF�THE�KU�KLUX�KLAN
But the KKK never completely died, and with the outbreak of World War I, it was set to re-emerge. William J. Simmons re-formed the group in 1915. He was a preacher, who had been greatly influenced by the Thomas Dixon book, The Ku Klux Klan, and the film subsequently made of the book, Birth of A Nation.
Greatly affected by Nazi propaganda in Germany, many US citizens began to blame not only the blacks, but also the Jews, and other immigrant groups, for their economic troubles. They also targeted homosexuals, communists and organized labour. Arguably in an attempt simply to make money, Simmons took advantage of these feelings of hostility towards such groups, and established a 20th century version of the Ku Klux Klan. Where the first KKK had been southern and of Democratic persuasion, this second version attracted both Democrats and Republicans from all over the country. Regardless of their different political beliefs they were united in their hostility towards the slaves and foreigners who were detrimental to the welfare of their white nation.
The list of those despised and victimised by the Klan grew ever longer. Klansmen were sent out to uncover society�s fears and exploit them in an attempt to attract new members. Targets now included anyone who disrespected the Sabbath, had or condoned sex outside of marriage, dealt in drugs and ran or frequented night-clubs. Membership flooded in as law-abiding US citizens looked to the KKK to purge society of all its evils. At a cost of $10 per person, the money poured in too.
A greatly influential group, this organisation had over four million members at its highest point. In the 1920s, Klansmen were even occupying positions of political power. Should any members of the KKK have been arrested for their violent crimes, the southern courts were very unlikely to return a guilty verdict. The authorities turned a blind eye to the Klan�s activities, even when reports were coming in of the letters �KKK� being burnt, with acid, on to the faces of anyone considered anti-American.
A brave media eventually faced up to the Klan, but reports of immoral behaviour and corruption within the Klan headquarters and the brutal violence perpetrated by them, seemed simply to encourage more people to join. Simmons recognized this, and could give no explanation for it, but welcomed it whole-heartedly. Congress investigated further, but Simmons merely denied any knowledge of the violence, and explained the secretive nature of the group as being a feature no different from that of any other fraternal organization.
LEADERSHIP�DISPUTE
The Klan�s growth surge led to revolts within the organization, and eventually Simmons�s leadership was overthrown by Hiram Wesley Evans and six co-conspirators. The KKK had now amassed a great fortune and owned property valued at millions of dollars. Simmons was not willing to let this go so easily, and a massive court battle exploded. When one of Simmons�s lawyers was shot by Evans�s publicity chief following a heated argument, Simmons backed down and agreed to a cash settlement.
Although this struggle was over, it had badly damaged the group. The internal organization of the Klan had been laid bare for the courts, the media and the public to examine, and the secrets of the group had been exposed. What was supposed to be a non-profit organization was clearly making huge amounts of money, and the claims of immorality made against both parties by each other directly contradicted the declaration of the KKK that it existed to protect the morals and the purity of America.
The continued reports of violence did not escape the public�s notice either. Men, women and children were being flogged by the KKK for immoral crimes such as missing church, or defending those who did. One divorced woman received a beating simply for remarrying, and young girls were frequently flogged if caught riding in cars with boys.
Yet still the popularity of the KKK appeared to grow and it advanced further politically. Klansmen appeared in the US Senate, and were elected to governors. Evans decided it was time to for the KKK presence to be felt in the presidential elections. He had supporters in both the Republican and Democratic parties and so felt confident that he could influence the government whichever party was elected.
DECLINE�OF�THE�KU�KLUX�KLAN
But the KKK presence on such a high-profile political stage pulled the traditionally secretive Klan right into the public arena, and there they encountered as much hostility as they did support. More and more graphic news stories detailing the atrocities perpetrated by the Klan hit the headlines and this time they could not be ignored. One report detailed how a Texas man had been dowsed in oil and burned before hundreds of Klan members. Membership figures, formerly in their millions, dropped to hundreds of thousands.
The Great Depression of the 1930s saw a further reduction in membership figures and the remaining members were advised to keep a relatively low profile and stay out of the public eye. The diminishing Klan funds were hoarded by Evans and his circle.
In 1939, James A. Colescott took over leadership of the Klan, but he was to preside over it for only five years. The end for this second KKK followed a combination of events. The first was the shocking reports of a rape and murder committed by the �Grand Dragon� of Indiana. The woman he attacked had been so badly bitten that the assault was viewed by some as cannibalistic. This stunned the nation and the KKK once again declined.
The final blow came with a lien filed by the Internal Revenue Service for a sum of over $685,000 of back taxes accrued from profits gained in the 1920s. The Klan was forced to sell all its assets in 1944, hand over any monies to the government, and cease its activities.
SPLINTER�GROUPS
The Ku Klux Klan appeared again in the 1960s, but this time forming as several offshoots instead of one united body. Their main aim was to oppose the civil rights movement. With the increase in racial tolerance across the US though, these bodies, the biggest of which were the Imperial Klans of America, the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, and Knights of the White Kamelia, were driven underground. Yet, they still struck fear into the hearts of the black communities. In Mississippi for example, where 42 per cent of the population were black, only 2 per cent registered to vote.
The Congress of Racial Equality and another organization campaigning non-violently for black Americans, decided to concentrate their efforts in Mississippi and set up 30 �Freedom Schools� across the state. Over 3,000 students attended these schools, which now taught black history and the civil rights movement as part of their curriculum.
The schools became an obvious target for the KKK, as did those who had organized them and were campaigning for black rights. Their homes and churches were firebombed, and they were attacked and beaten. Three were murdered.
SIXTEENTH�STREET�BAPTIST�CHURCH�BOMBING
The KKK, in its various guises, was also still evading conviction for its crimes in the 1960s, even though some were so shocking that they made national headlines. One such case was the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church Bombing. On
the morning of September 15, 1963, a bomb exploded underneath the church, killing four teenage girls and injuring 23 other people who had been attending the Sunday School held there.
A man, identified as Robert Chambliss, had been witnessed at the scene earlier that morning. He had placed a box under the steps of the church. Although arrested for murder and for illegal possession of explosives (122 sticks of dynamite), he was only found guilty on the second charge. He was given a fine and sentenced to six months in prison, but walked free on the murder charge.
Only 14 years later, in 1977, was Chambliss finally brought to justice for his crime. When Bill Baxley was appointed attorney general in Alabama, he requested the FBI files on the case and found masses of evidence against Chambliss which had been ignored at the trial. In November 1977, Chambliss was re-tried, convicted, and sentenced to life imprisonment. Another 25 years later, three more men were accused of having been involved in the bombing with Chambliss. The four men belonged to a KKK faction called the Cahaba Boys. One of the three had died, and one of the remaining two was given a life sentence.
MICHAEL�DONALD
When a black man was taken to court in 1981 for the murder of a white policeman and released by an undecided jury, the KKK was outraged. They blamed the verdict on the fact that some of the jury were black, and decided to bring about their own justice by killing a black man in return. Henry Hays, the son of one of the most senior Klan officials in Alabama, and his friend James Knowles, searched the streets of Mobile until they found their target � a young black man named Michael Donald. Donald was forced into their car, driven out of the county and murdered.
A half-hearted investigation into the murder by local police came to the conclusion that the murder was the result of a botched drug deal. The case, as far as they were concerned, was then closed. Donald�s mother however, who knew that her son had absolutely no involvement in drugs, called upon Jessie Jackson for help. He came to Mobile and organized a protest march about the injustice served.
The case came to the attention of the assistant United States attorney in Mobile, and he raised his concerns with the FBI. Under FBI investigation, James Knowles confessed to Michael Donald�s murder. He was given life imprisonment. He was also called as chief prosecution witness at Henry Hays�s trial six months later, wherein Hays was was found guilty and given the death penalty for the crime.
Michael Donald�s mother went even further in her pursuit of justice for her son, and for all African Americans. She set out to bring down the Ku Klux Klan in Alabama. She filed a civil suit against the Klan in 1987, which resulted in an all-white jury finding the Klan, as a body, responsible for her son�s death. The Alabama Klan was ordered to pay seven million dollars.
THE�KKK�TODAY
The KKK is viewed by society as a racist, ignorant, violent and homophobic organization. The name of the KKK is immediately associated with crime. The Klan defends itself by attacking the members of the movement who commit the crimes. They, it claims, are not true members and joined the Klan for the wrong reasons.
However, the fact remains that they are still affiliated to this group. They attack blacks in the street, set fire to black churches, burn crosses in front of their houses and hang nooses above their doors. Media reports frequently describe murders linked to the KKK.
Generally, the name is now symbolic of hatred, racial fanaticism and bigotry. The group is unlikely ever to be able to rise above this status. It has neither the backing of society nor any kind of financial support to push it towards any kind of political credibility.



The�Thugs�Of�India
19th�Century�cult�worshipping�Kali���the�Goddess�of�destruction�
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in 19th century India there was a criminal gang who were called the Thugs. The Thugs were members of Thuggee (tuggee), a religious Indian cult that worshiped Kali.
Kali is the destructive and creative mother goddess of Hinduism. She is seen as the fierce aspect of God�s energy and is fundamental to all of the other Hindu Gods. Kali, the Hindu word for black, is seen as the opposite to Shiva but at the same time Shiva needs her to exist. In certain forms Kali is Shiva�s wife.
The Thugs were mainly found in the Vidarbha region of India, in the Central West, and although they worshiped a Hindu goddess, many cult members were Muslim � all were male. Access to the cult was hereditary and would be passed down from father to son and most of the time the women family members would be ignorant to what went on.
The original mission of the Thugs was to murder and then steal from their victims as sacrifices to their Goddess Kali. The unlucky victim would always be an affluent Indian man travelling for the purpose of business or a celebration such as a wedding. This class choice was because the Thugs believed that the Brahams, who were the top and wealthiest caste in India, were enemies of Kali and therefore had to be exterminated.
The Thugs were a well-oiled machine. They would work in groups of between 20 and 100 and each individual of the group would have a specific role. The �lughaees� would prepare the graves, the �sothaees� would lure travellers and the �bhuttotes� performed the ritualistic murders. Even Thugs who were either too old or infirm to take part in the actual murder would still have a role. They would act as spies and cooks and would find out when a wealthy party were due to pass.
The Thugs also had their own language called �Ramasee� which even members in the remotest parts of India were knowledgeable of.
THE�RITUAL�OF�DEATH
To begin with the Thugs did everything in a ritualistic manner. The ritual would start out with the �sothaees� becoming involved with the group of travellers that they wished to prey on. The Thugs were excellent cooks and it would not take long before they were entertaining the people they wished to murder and mug, with their victims soon becoming off-guard and relaxed in the Thugs� company.
Once the travellers were enjoying eating, drinking and dancing with the Thugs a code phrase of �Bring the Tobacco� would be uttered. This code meant that it was time to begin the slaughter. Each Thug would move towards a male member of the travelling party and then another coded order would be issued. Each Thug would then pull a long silk scarf, called an �arm�, out of their pockets which had a copper coin tied in the middle of it. In a matter of seconds the scarf would be around the victims neck with the copper coin positioned over the neck bone. With one powerful tug the victim would start to suffocate and then have a broken neck due to the pressure of the coin on the bone. Within a few minutes the strangled man would be dead.
The Thugs would then tie up all women and children, take anything of value from the dead men and then dedicate the corpses to Kali. The women and children would be left unharmed. The whole ritual was extremely silent and clean, not a drop of blood was ever spilled. As soon as they put their scarves away they would look no different from the next man who was to pass.
STEALING�FROM�THE�RICH
The Thugs were seen by some as holy people whose destiny it was to follow such a path. They followed the command of Kali, who came to them through a series of omens, or as an inner God and told them to perform the sacrifices in her honour. To murder for monetary gain was a religious duty for them, in which the morality of the act was never thought about. In the eyes of the Thugs they were part of an honourable profession in which doing something for a higher power was of much more importance than the lives of mere mortals.
Over the years the Thugs� ceremonial acts became slack and it was soon just murder for money in the style of Robin Hood. Although they were still sacrificing the Brahams for Kali, bodies were not buried and could be seen scattered around the Indian countryside.
They went for years performing their murderous operation and due to their tight-knit community and the security of their work they managed to practise their craft well into the 20th Century. They were tax-payers and under the banner of religion it was hard for the governments over the years to do anything about it.
Many Indians, due to the caste system, knew that they were not to fear as they were too poor to be affected, but the Brahams lived in constant fear of attack by this silent group of murderers who disappeared as quickly as they had arrived � without a leaving a trace.
Maybe the Thugs were just as much a group angry about class division as they were about pleasing their Goddess?
In the 1830s the British rulers in India managed to stop a lot of the Thug action that had been going on. A British man called William Sleeman started the witch-hunt which consisted of profiling, detective intelligence and execution.
A lot of mystery still surrounds the history of the Thuggee, it is even believed that they may have just been a bunch of highway-men who were demonized by the British in order to get the Indians on side when they were taking power and it helped them secure Indian loyalty to the British Raj.
The word Thuggee came from the Sanskrit word �sthaga� which means to conceal, and is usually used in conjunction with fraudulent concealment. Why would the Indian people have named the Thugs so if they were in fact a group of heartless murderers? Would they not have been named something that showed the extent of their crimes?
It is believed that the Thuggee cult were responsible for over one and a half million deaths but it is hard to know what is propaganda and what is fact when the history of the country is hugely written by the colonizer. Maybe the British Raj feared this group as they were anti-class and anti-imperialism, two things that the British Raj relied heavily upon when colonizing India.
But if the colonizers have written the truth then the Thuggee cult holds the record for the most murders committed by one group of people.



Roch�Theriault
The�Ant�Hill�Kids�Commune
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One of Canada�s most disturbing criminals, Roch Theriault abused the members of his commune physically, sexually and psychologically. He led a staggering reign of fear, which involved torturing, castrating and killing. A polygamist, he took 12 wives, one of whom he killed, and one he disabled by hacking off her arm with a meat cleaver. Roch Theriault believed that God had charged him with a mission to help construct a better world. God had told him that the apocalypse was approaching, and that it was his task to guide God�s followers out of the despair to a new beginning.
Over a period of 12 years, approximately 20 people left their friends and families in order to follow Roch Theriault and to lead what they believed to be an existence outside of sin and temptation. Beginning with the desire to rid themselves of their dependances, their reasons for joining the group soon changed and became more of a need to help Roch achieve his divine mission.
During this period the group members lived their dream � being the people elected by God. For some, the experience was sometimes difficult, yet generally satisfactory. For others, the pursuit of this ideal became a nightmare. Some suffered greatly as they strove to be recognized as faithful servants and dignified of being accepted into the kingdom of God. They suffered daily physical and psychological abuse, and gave away all their money and possessions to belong in the group.
Roch�s view of the world was of a universe split into two: the good and the bad; rule-abiding members, and rule-breaking members; members and non-members. Using this vision, he isolated his followers from the outside world. They were not permitted to speak to non-members for fear they may become corrupted, influenced, and therefore impure, through contact with them.
Roch believed that he was God�s representative on Earth. He was different from everyone else, and had been elected by God. His followers were spiritually inferior to him. That is why they could not accompany him right to the top. He was the last prophet on Earth, and God spoke to him as he had done to his ancestor, Moses.
ROCH�THERIAULT
Born in Chicoutimi, Quebec, in 1947, Theriault showed signs of abnormal behaviour from a young age. This could perhaps be attributed to his lack of a particularly healthy role-model to set him an example. His father was a member of the �White Berets�, a radical and fanatical Catholic group. One of his favourite pastimes was to gather his young son, with his three brothers, to sit together at the table and play a game called �bone�. This involved kicking each other�s shins as hard as possible, wearing heavy boots, until one of them finally gave in.
Roch Theriault claims to have spent a lot of time in the Quebec bush as a boy. It was here, he says, that he first learned to talk to the trees and the animals. Not long after his eighth birthday, he discovered another talent � he was able to heal the sick. His first patient was a friend who had broken his teeth, and from there he moved on to performing the castration of farm animals, which after a while he was able to achieve without causing any bleeding whatsoever.
He joined a Catholic group called the �Aramis Club�, but quickly went about trying to re-direct their worship, telling members to wear the image of Satan on their backs. The group was not comfortable with Roch Theriault, and so he was asked to leave.
Roch went instead to the Seventh Day Adventist church, where he found the existing members much more willing to listen to his views and beliefs. Only two months after joining the Adventists, the charismatic Theriault had already attracted the attention of six women and two men who saw him as their religious teacher. Possessed by a desire to help the population to rid themselves of their dependencies on drugs and cigarettes, he decided to hold sessions, across Quebec, on health and how to give up smoking. The sessions were a programme of five days, and focused on a healthy diet, psychology and group therapy. He claimed these delivered excellent results. A strict vegetarian himself, he also held vegetarian banquets to promote a healthier diet.
EXPULSION
When Roch indirectly caused the death of a woman suffering from Leukemia, by persuading her husband that he should take her away from hospital and let Roch heal her with a healthy diet, he was asked to leave the church. He took his following, which now consisted of six men, 12 women and two children, with him.
Although Roch�s original mission was not to establish a group or a commune, several of those who had joined him decided to live with him and to follow him in his mission. According to Roch, the creation of the commune was more of a fortuitous development than a planned occurrence. He claimed that, originally, the arrival of these volunteers posed a serious organizational problem. They had all left paid jobs to devote themselves full time to this new work. Given that the sessions were free and that those who attended gave only as much as they wanted to at the end of each one, it was impossible for Roch to put any of his helpers on a fixed salary. That is why they decided to embark on communal living.
After several months, the progressive disinterest of the Quebec citizens for the detox programmes Roch offered led the group to retreat into their own isolated part of Quebec.
GASPE�REGION
On 5 June, 1978, several of the members went out to research the Gaspe region in east Quebec, looking for a new residence. Roch had decided to leave Beauce in the south. The group had been living together for almost one year when the decision to move was taken. He claimed that the group was unified in this decision, and that although he had been at the heart of the creation of the group, all big decisions were made with the consent of the whole group. Without hesitation apparently, they all agreed to leave for the mountains of Gaspe, where they settled in July, 1978.
MOSES
Shortly after their arrival in Gaspe, Roch consigned a new name to each of the members in order to mark their new departure. He wrote biblical names on pieces of paper, and one by one, each member chose. When they all had their names, they decided on a name for Roch. He was to be known as Moses. At the same time, and again on Roch�s instructions, the members adopted identical tunic uniforms.
Roch, who felt that the world was becoming intransigent towards the group, ordered his members to reduce contact with their families and friends. He backed up this order with the Bible�s instructions to keep evil far away. This command was just one of a set of guidelines which Roch established for them to follow in their daily lives. He expected them to:
� Live�the�lives�of�the�first�Christians

Live�without�sin

Release�their�goods�and�all�their�possessions

Spend�their�time�working�for�the�community

Eat�as�little�as�possible�to�avoid�the�sin�of�greed

Attend�community�confessions

Consult�Moses�before�every�decision

Respect�Moses�s�dress-code
He instructed them to build a commune, the construction of which he oversaw, rather than participated in as he was suffering from stomach problems and cancer which, he claimed, did not permit him to help. His followers toiled on the building for long hours every day.
In the Autumn of the first year in the Gaspe region, Roch married each of his 12 women followers. This was necessary, he claimed, in order to create large families as the biblical kings Saul, David and Solomon had done before him. But with 12 women now at his every beck and call, his attentions were diverted from his pure and healthy lifestyle, and concentrated more on sexual gratification.
On January 3, 1979, Moses�s first child was born in the commune. Over the whole 12 years which the group existed, over 20 children, from five different women, were born into the group. Moses was the father of most of them.
FEBRUARY�17,�1979
Roch foretold of impending disaster based on the biblical prophecy in the Book of Revelation. He forecast this doomsday for February 17, 1979, but he told his followers not to fear, for he had been chosen by God to lead them away from the wickedness of the world and to form a new social order which would embrace God�s 1,000-year reign.
The day came, and nothing happened. To explain this hiccup, Roch told his members that although God had given him this date, nothing was certain. He explained that one second in the life of God could equate to 40 years of life on Earth, and conversely, one second of time on Earth could represent 40 years of God�s existence. It is likely therefore, that the calculations were inaccurate. The members were not disillusioned by this error in Roch�s prediction. They were fixed on their sole objective � to help Roch in his divine mission.
HYPOCRISY
Over time, Roch either forgot, or chose to ignore, the vegetarian diet he had previously advocated and began regularly to eat large quantities of meat, washed down with �Pepsi Cola�. His attitude to his followers however, did not slacken at all. He still made them work ceaselessly, now on minimal amounts of food. There was no breakfast, and only a small lunch. No one dared to complain because they knew this meant that the portions would decrease further. One of the women, pregnant at the time, was so hungry that she stole two pancakes � a crime for which Roch hit her so hard that he broke two of her ribs.
Moses justified any deviation from his original rules as part of the secret nature of his role in the group, and therefore he was unable to give away too many details. He did explain his new diet by saying that fresh foods had a bad effect on his body, and that by eating them, he was forcing himself to suffer, not indulging in greed. He also explained that he was allowed to have sexual relations with whomever he chose as he was God�s representative and was sowing God�s seed on earth. Members who wanted to have a sex life had to receive Moses�s blessing first. He had to approve of any procreation, and he decided with whom the members were allowed to have sexual relations.
However, no one was allowed to question Moses anyway. Members had to follow his every word. They should not think for themselves, or query anything he said. Any private thought they had, encouraging them to speak up, was the voice of the devil.
POLICE�INTERVENTION
Following an agreed radio interview given by Roch, the police became interested in the group and issued a court order which insisted that one member of the group be taken to hospital for psychiatric tests. The police also took Roch and three other members to the police station to answer further enquiries.
All members were free to go shortly afterwards, but Roch was accused of keeping the members at the commune against their will, when he refused to let one of the group be taken to the hospital for a mental health assessment. Following a psychiatric evaluation however, Roch was deemed unfit to undergo trial. He was transmitted to a psychiatric institution in the Quebec region. After a second evaluation, he was deemed fit, and went to trial. He was found guilty of the charges and given a suspended sentence. Roch returned to the commune on April 27, 1979.
INCREASED�VIOLENCE
Shortly after Roch�s return, the violence at the commune greatly increased. Gabrielle Lavall�e was punched by him for falling asleep during one of his speeches. After this, the punishments became more frequent. He also began drinking heavily. He would keep the already exhausted group members up throughout the night, and anybody who fell asleep would be beaten with a wooden club.
It was not only he who conducted this violence, the members themselves were forced to impose punishments on each other. Moses would get members to admit that they were worthless and that he had to punish them. He would then instruct the other followers to administer the punishment, kicking, punching and hair-pulling.
On one occasion, Roch ordered one commune member to cut off the toe of his wife, as a punishment for disobedience. He told the sobbing man that he had to learn how to discipline her in order to keep her under control. The man could not bring himself to do the deed, but knew that if he didn�t, then Roch would do it himself and with much less accuracy and compassion. So, with tears in his eyes, he brought the axe down on his poor wife�s delicate foot.
During one of his punishment sessions, he ordered two of his followers to go out into the winter air, totally naked. One protested, telling him that they would freeze outside and fall ill. He told them that they would not fall ill as long as he decided so. He told them that nothing happened at the commune without his express endorsement, which was the will of God. He ordered them outside.
Moses saw himself as the enforcer of purity and of making the members respect the rules. Sinners were punished by him, or by other members of the group. Moreover, it was a privilege to be punished by Moses himself. Completely naked, they were beaten by him until they bled.
Through punishment, the members would find the inspiration to record their faults in The Diary of the Children of Israel � the reference book of the community.
Roch went some way towards explaining his insistence on complete submission by saying that he had to prepare them to obey him. When the end of the world arrives, they will need a guide. The Hebrews could not have escaped Egyptian slavery without Moses, and now he was there for them. Even if he did not understand God�s will, as he was not chosen to be an interpreter, he would guide them. If his members chose to follow him, then they had to follow him to his word, and not criticize him � no matter what may come. He was not acting on his will, but on that of God. They were not following him, but through him they were following God.
Roch Theriault began to see himself as more and more powerful. He even began to believe that he had shaman and healing powers and began to treat his followers when they fell ill.
GUY�VEER
In November 1980, the commune was joined by Guy Veer, a mental patient who had had enough of society and had heard about Roch Theriault�s group on �Eternal Mountain�. He joined, and was sent by Roch to sleep in the storage shed, along with one of the other member�s son, Samuel.
Samuel had been severely mistreated by Roch, who was angry because the boy was not his own son. If he cried, his father was instructed to roll him in the snow. One night in March, 1981, the drunk Roch decided to circumsize Samuel, and to prepare him, poured ethanol into his mouth. Samuel was found dead the next morning. The blame was instantly passed to Guy Veer. Roch claimed that he had punched the young boy over and over again to stop him crying. A mock court, set up by Roch months later, also came to this conclusion. Guy�s punishment for murdering Samuel was castration, for which Guy even signed a consent form. Roch gave Guy some alcohol, and wound an elastic band around his genitals to perform the operation.
Guy Veer eventually went to the police, and on December 9, 1981, after having received Veer�s statement, the police made another visit to the commune. They arrested four members, including Moses, concerning the death of the child. They were convicted of criminal responsibility and child abandonment. Further, Gabrielle Lavall�e was also convicted for having helped Moses with the castration, despite being a nurse and knowing that this operation could have resulted in death.
On December 23, the judge sent an eviction notice to the members still in the commune, and on January 18, 1982, the members still at the commune were evacuated by forest guards.
On September 28, 1982, the four accused members were all found guilty of practising illegal medicine which caused the death of the child. They all received prison sentences, ranging from between nine months to one year. During his time in prison, Moses wrote a book about the life of the commune in the Gaspe forest.
On his release from prison, Roch moved his community to Burnt River, an area just north of Toronto. The locals and authorities were very suspicious of Roch and his followers and treated them very warily. They were caught shop-lifting, and consequently banned, from local stores and they were not granted welfare from the social services, on the basis that they were not a family.
In order to raise some money, Roch set up his own business making and selling bread and pastries door to door. He called the company �The Ant Hill Kids� because of how hard they worked together. With a little more money coming in, Roch began drinking again. His stomach condition worsened, but every time he felt pain, he sent one of his followers to buy him a case of beer to ease it.
In June 1985, the Ontario Provincial Police were alerted to distress calls which had been made from the commune. They arrived to find a drunken Roch, totally naked, clinging to a tree calling �Mayday� into a two-way radio. The other commune members, who had been told that the day had of judgement had finally arrived and to prepare themselves for the end of the world, were found cringing in a shelter.
PUNISHMENT
Roch became increasingly violent. In drunken rages, he would proclaim that all the members of the commune were evil and that he had to strike the devil from them. Mostly, the punishments were humiliating. Sometimes Roch would order his followers to lie down while he urinated on them, other times he ordered them to wipe their faces with each other�s excrement.
When one of the members could take no more of such rituals, he hit Roch in the face, smacking him against the wall. The punishment for this outburst? Circumcision. A small comfort was that Roch ordered another member of the commune to carry out the procedure. Had Roch done it himself, it would have been much worse.
One of the children, who could bear life in the commune no longer having been severely beaten by Roch, fled from the camp. He went to the police and told them that Moses had sexually abused him.
CHILDREN�S�AID�SOCIETY
The commune was visited by social workers from the Children�s Aid Society, and they remarked how subservient the women of the commune were. None dared to speak unless given permission from Roch.
Roch told the social workers that only one of the women was his wife. The others were just his lovers. He was asked if the eldest girl in the commune, aged nine years, would eventually become his lover, to which he replied that he hoped so.
The Children�s Aid Society kept a close eye on Roch and the commune, and made frequent visits which he greatly disliked. One woman spoke to the CAS workers and told them of Roch�s division of the children into the chosen ones and mere slaves. The �slaves� were used to gratify him sexually, or served as punchbags when he had been drinking and become violent. He would throw them against trees or into the lake. One boy, whom Roch particularly disliked because his droopy eyes were the mark of the devil, was left outside in a wheelbarrow for two hours � the temperature being �10�C. An ambulance was called but the boy had already died by the time it arrived.
Seventeen children were removed from the commune, under warrants issued by the CAS, and placed in foster homes. Their carers reported very unusual behaviour. One boy was scared of men with beards, another terrified by a light being turned on. One eight-year-old child told his foster parents how it had been his job to wash the commune women�s sanitary towels.
More horrific stories emerged from the commune. Roch, seemingly always drunk, used to suspend babies by their ankles above the fire, and ask of their crying mothers which one should be dropped first. Having thrown a child into the lake to cleanse it of the devil, he would not allow the mother to swim out and rescue her drowning baby until it had bobbed up at least three times.
Outside of the commune and in the safety of caring homes, the children were assessed psychologically. All, the reports showed, had been subjected to sexual acts too early in their development. They spoke naively of having had to masturbate Roch, one girl having been forced to do so at the same time as her mother.
Yet despite such intervention and the constant supervision of the police, still the strange practices did not stop. On September 29, 1988, one of the women, Solange Boilard, died after being operated on by Moses. The aim of the procedure was to relieve her of stomach aches, but Roch partially disembowelled her with a kitchen knife during the gruesome operation. The group buried the body, but it was later exhumed. This was repeated three times before they finally left her in peace. Moses took a small piece of her bone which he kept beneath his beard.
GABRIELLE�LAVALL�E
On November 5, 1988, Moses tore out eight of Gabrielle�s teeth with pliers as punishment for a reduction in bread sales. After this, Gabrielle fled, but she returned to the group a few days later. She repeated this a couple of times more, leaving but always coming back. She was scared of Moses, but admitted she couldn�t live without him.
Moses noticed that Gabrielle had a paralysed finger and ordered her to show it to him. As she held it out, he cut into it with a hunting knife. He told her she needed to have her hand amputated, explaining that there was a risk of gangrene. He then cut her arm off and attempted to cauterize the wound using a steel rod heated with a blow torch. After this, Gabrielle waited for the right time to leave the group again.
On August 14, Gabrielle left for good. As soon as she arrived in the village she was hospitalized. In hospital, she told a police officer about the treatment she had been subjected to in the commune and disclosed details of Solange Boilard�s �operation�. After her statement the police went looking for Moses. Five days later, Moses, two wives and two children were arrested as they prepared to flee Canada for the US.
In October 1990, he was charged with many counts of assault on Gabrielle, and for having caused the death of Solange Boilard. For the latter, he pleaded guilty to second-degree murder and was sentenced to 25 years.
He admitted that many things had happened at Burnt River, and that his alcoholism had brought on his psychological imbalance. He said he would never be able to forgive himself for Solange�s death.
IMPRISONED
Roch Theriault is still in prison. Since his imprisonment in 1989, he has been moved from different prisons across Canada. Yet he still casts a spell over some of his disciples. In each prison, he has received visits from three female members of the group, and has fathered a total of four children by them during this time.
In July 2002, an appeal was launched for his release. This was refused on the grounds that he was still considered a danger to society, and still had drug and alcohol problems. Unusually, Roch welcomed the verdict. Prior to the actual hearing he had even asked not to be released as he had begun to fear the treatment which he anticipated would be waiting for him on the outside.
Gabrielle Lavall�e campaigns constantly to keep Roch Theriault in prison. She has written a book about the ordeals she suffered, testified at his parole hearing, and believes that he is a �monster� who should stay behind bars for the rest of his life.



Francisco�Bezerra�De�Morais
Toto�and�his�prophecies�of�death
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Brazilian, francisco bezerra de Morais was 35 when he and his followers murdered six people in order to �wipe out the enemies of God�.
Morais was the leader of a religious sect deep in the Amazon rain forest which was an off shoot group of the United Pentecostal Church of Brazil.
Even though Brazil�s largest religion is Catholicism, over the years there has been a vast increase in other religions and sects that have been influenced by Christianity and Ancient African spirituality.
On November 17, 1998, Morais, known to his followers as Toto, commanded for murders to take place after he started receiving prophecies from God ordering him to kill certain people within his church community.
The voices were said to state that Satanical people had become members of his congregation, and these evil people needed to be wiped out as soon as possible.
Six members of the 30-strong sect were arrested at a rubber plantation, which had been the site of the ritualistic murders.
Leader, Toto, had been helped by his wife and four other men after the three children and three adults had started to turn into demons. One of Toto�s followers, Francisco Lopes da Silva killed his own 13-year-old child after the boy apparently �transformed into a demon in front of a large crowd�. Lopes took his son to the rubber plantation and inflicted a ritualistic beating upon him, which ended in his death. The beatings took place using a number of different weapons such as bare knuckles, wooden clubs and metal chains whilst a continual chant of �Out, Satan!� was cried.
Another father, Adalberto Taviera de Souza was also arrested for the murder of his two young children aged three and five. He killed them by repeatedly stamping on their heads after they had �turned into monsters with wide faces, fat legs and long fingernails.�
Souza then calmly watched his wife be murdered by Toto. Toto believed that it was necessary for her to be killed as she had given birth to the two miscreated children, so it was more than likely that she also had monstrous, demonic tendencies.
The other adults who were killed on Toto�s orders were two men who had apparently performed miracles such as changing the colours of the sun.
Toto believed that nearly all of his followers were �infected� by demons and marked for death by God. It was his job whilst here on Earth to cleanse his congregation of the evil within.
Toto and his wife were arrested two weeks after the first murder had taken place when a former leader of the church who had been left for dead after an obligatory beating had raised the alarm. Francisco Oliviera de Franca had pretended to be dead as Toto�s followers beat him with sticks and chains. As soon as the men and women had left him to rot away, he mustered up enough strength and courage to get to his feet. The former minister was then confronted with a three-day hike through the Amazon before he reached a town where he was able to notify the local police force of the events that were occuring in the jungle.
When the police arrived at the scene they were met with the foul smell of decomposing flesh. The bodies had not even been disposed of. They still lay where they had taken their final breath and were rapidly rotting, with chunks of missing flesh where wild animals had eaten from them.
If de Franca, had not survived his beating, who is to say how many more murders would have been committed?
Toto is still adamant that there is nothing wrong with him or with his actions. The only thing he did was to act upon orders given to him by God and what can be so wrong with that? Whilst being held in a secure unit in a town close to the Peruvian unit Toto stated:
These�were�the�words�of�God.�I�have�been�communicating�with�him�since�the�age�of�eight.�This�is�in�God�s�hands�and�he�will�tell�me�what�to�do�next.



Yahweh�Ben�Yahweh
God,�the�son�of�God
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Yahweh Ben Yahweh proclaims himself, and is believed by his followers, to be the Black Christ. He founded the �Nation of Yahweh�, also known as the Temple of Love, in 1979, with the intention of leading the blacks out of oppression and into the promised land. He is now serving the last stretch of his 18-year prison sentence in Lewisburg Federal Prison.
Yahweh Ben Yahweh, born Hulon Mitchell, Jr., in Oklahoma in 1935, believes that the black people are the lost tribe of Israel. They are the true Jews, and God and Jesus are black. White people are devils, and need to be eliminated in his prophesised race war.
Mitchell moved to Miami in 1979, and began to circulate his beliefs. He demanded that those who follow him should give up their �slave� names, and assume Hebrew names. He established the Nation of Yahweh, and the laws which governed its members. He instructed them to cut their ties with their families and instead offer complete loyalty and devotion to him. Allegiance to this sect grew, and by 1980, Mitchell was able to purchase a property in Miami which he named The Temple of Love. He set up businesses inside the building, including a supermarket and beauty parlour, and used the Temple�s members as full-time workers. Those who lived and worked within the temple worked without payment and donated all their possessions to Mitchell and the Temple.
EXPANSION�OF�THE�TEMPLE
As the Temple flourished in the early 1980s, Mitchell declared himself to be the son of God, and thus renamed himself �Yahweh Ben Yahweh�, meaning �God, son of God�. He established a new, standardized dress code for his followers, consisting of white robes and turbans, and he became much stricter on the Temple members� contact with non-believers. He placed security guards at the entrance to the Temple who were ordered to search all who entered. These guards were named �The Circle of Ten� and, armed with clubs and machetes, they were told that anyone who attempted to enter the Temple without an invitation should be prevented, using whatever means necessary. This Circle of Ten also served as Ben Yahweh�s personal bodyguards and swore allegiance to him and to his protection.
The Nation of Yahweh began to expand in the years which followed. Trusted elders were sent out to distribute pamphlets and to set up temples elsewhere. By the mid-80s several new temples had been established in some of the larger cities in the US.
The expectations Ben Yahweh placed on his followers, and his subsequent control of them, also increased. He used sleep deprivation and malnutrition to control all members. Weakened, and unable to protest, they were forced to work long hours to earn more money for the Temple. Anyone who disobeyed his orders, either intentionally or unintentionally, was subjected to ridicule and beatings. Although he happily intimidated and humiliated those who dared to rebel against him, Ben Yahweh didn�t conduct the physical punishment himself. Rather, one of his other more �loyal� followers, who were keen to show their devotion and please their leader, administered the beatings.
RACE�WAR
Ben Yahweh went one step further in his test of the Temple members� allegiance. At meetings he repeatedly instructed them that they should be prepared to fight and die for God and the Nation of Yahweh, and they responded by shouting back their enthusiasm and complete acceptance of both these requirements. Ben Yahweh�s insistence on his members� acceptance of these requirements began to increase at the same time as his beliefs and prophecies were becoming more and more radical, violent and racist. He prophesied a race war � the will of the one true, terrible, black God. Members were told that God had cursed �white America� and that it was the mission of the blacks, the �death angels�, to wipe the �white devils� from existence. Perhaps some of them agreed in principle, but thought that it was something they would never actually be asked to do. Others however, who had been in attendance at secondary, sinister, and strictly confidential meetings of an elite group called �The Brotherhood� held a very different, and much more informed, opinion.
THE�BROTHERHOOD
The Brotherhood were Ben Yahweh�s private assassins, and they performed every task he gave them. Initiation into the Brotherhood involved the slaughter of a white person, and the consequent presentation to the group of evidence of this murder � usually the head. Although the white devils were the primary target of The Brotherhood, they were also charged to kill any of the misguided, sinful blacks who stood in the way of Ben Yahweh or the collection of funds for the Temple. This deathly force was sent out into Miami on countless occasions to do Ben Yahweh�s bidding.
Conflict grew between the Temple of Love and the residents of Miami, who viewed Ben Yahweh�s activities with suspicion. Ben Yahweh was now in charge of a multi-million dollar enterprise and there were rumours of fire-bombing, extortion and murder. Eventually, on November 7, 1990, 300 law enforcement agents raided the Temple and arrested Ben Yahweh and a group of Temple members.
One of the most fearful members of The Brotherhood was former National Football League player, Robert Rozier. His Hebrew name was Neariah Israel, meaning �Child of God�, and Ben Yahweh placed him in charge of the Newark Temple. He was eventually captured in 1992 and convicted of the murder of a homeless white man whom he had stabbed to death in a ritual sacrifice in preparation for Ben Yahweh�s visit.
IMPRISONMENT
Ben Yahweh was convicted of the murders of 14 individuals. Twelve other Temple members were charged with the same offences, and it was also alleged that they were planning to bomb federal buildings.
On imprisonment, Ben Yahweh demanded that he be allowed access to sacred texts and literature of the Nation of Yahweh. That he was not allowed to read such texts was, he claimed, a denial of his religious freedom. The authorities disagreed, arguing that these were dangerous, criminal and racist documents, and if circulated within the prison could threaten prison security.
Ben Yahweh�s followers consider the government entirely corrupt, and guilty of tampering with evidence and providing untruthful reports. They see his conviction and punishment as reminiscent of that of the white Christ, and they draw parallels between Judas and Robert Rozier, who betrayed their black Christ for a reduced sentence himself. Rozier, who was released after serving time for four murders (having actually admitted to seven) and placed on a witness protection programme, committed cheque fraud and consequently his new identity was revealed. He now, justifiably, fears for his life.
The future of the Temple of Love is uncertain, but Ben Yahweh�s followers await his release. Once a week, from within the prison walls, he sends a three-minute message to his followers on the outside. The message, which he sends via telephone from the prison cafeteria, is broadcast as a voice-over against the backdrop of a still portrait of him and is a feature of a weekly 30-minute programme which is aired in most of the US�s main cities. The programme also includes advertisements for texts and tapes to educate his followers.
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The Twelve Tribes began as an essentially well-meaning, religious group, but over time evolved into a far more sinister organization, responsible for the devastation of many lives. The founder, Elbert Eugene Spriggs, believed, or at least preached to his followers, that he had a direct link to God. Those who accepted this as the truth were in a very vulnerable position.
ELBERT�EUGENE�SPRIGGS
Elbert Eugene Spriggs was born in East Ridge, Tennessee on 18 May, 1937. He married in 1957, but was divorced three years later, and thus entered the �60s at a turbulent time in his life. He married again in 1962, and had a son, but this marriage lasted only three years longer than the previous one. During the last couple of years of the marriage, Spriggs�s father died, and the young man was thrown into turmoil.
Only a year after his second divorce, Spriggs married for a third time. During the past few years he had been employed in a number of different jobs, including a stint in the Army, and now found himself working in a carnival. It was while working there that Spriggs claims the Lord spoke to him for the first time, asking him, �Is this what I created you for?� He witnessed sin first hand, and decided to leave in order to find a life in which he could avoid it.
Against the backdrop of the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War and the assassination of their president, many other young Americans were equally unsettled at this time, and began to question the customs and principles of their society. To help them in their search for answers, many turned to religion. Elbert Eugene Spriggs was amongst them.
CALIFORNIA
Spriggs travelled to California, where he became involved with the Jesus Movement. His family had always been religious and he had been raised religiously, often going to church three times a week as a child, but his encounter with this group, also known as the Jesus People Revival, stimulated him more than he had ever been before. He realized the need for Jesus in his empty life, and committed to Christ on a beach in Carpenteria. By this time, his third marriage had failed.
With his devotion to Jesus Christ reaffirmed, Spriggs began working with the homeless at the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission but after only a short time he left to preach his Christian beliefs around the country. While doing this, he met Marsha Ann Duvall, who was to be his fourth wife. She became a Christian and they married in 1972. They moved back to Tennessee together, and settled in Chattanooga.
In the years which followed, Spriggs spent his time preaching the word of God to teenagers in the local areas, and encouraged many of them to turn to Christ themselves. He had soon drawn in enough young people to begin his own church group, which he called the �Light Brigade�, aimed specifically at teens. Spriggs acquired a house on Vine Street in which to hold prayer meetings and before long, many of the young people had actually moved in, and were living communally at the house.
Young people from all walks of life were welcome at the Vine Street house. Race, class and culture were of no consequence to Spriggs, but as a result he was becoming the target of much criticism from the local churches. He therefore began to turn away from these established religions, whose commitment to Jesus he had already begun to question. He felt that the churches did not hold the Gospel in the high regard which it deserved, and was particularly disgusted on one occasion when he learned that his church service had been cancelled due to the Superbowl.
VINE�COMMUNITY�CHURCH
He therefore established his own church at the house, and named it the �Vine Community Church�. Followers began to worship there instead of at the hypocritical churches. Spriggs�s congregation became quite active, and embarked on fund-raising and business enterprises to spread their word and raise money for the Vine Community Church. One such business enterprise was the establishment of a chain of restaurants called �Yellow Deli�, throughout Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama. Their menu included a dish entitled �Fruit of the Spirit�, with the subheading � �Why don�t you ask us?�.
These activities were drawing unwelcome attention from the established churches, who felt that Spriggs had gone over the top with his restaurants and businesses, and worried about the lifestyle at Vine Street. In 1976, when Spriggs opened an even larger restaurant named �Areopagus�, where all Christians were encouraged to meet for support and fellowship, and ordained a follower there, the churches really questioned his ability. Added to this, there was growing nationwide concern about the emergence of cults. With its strange practices, and the intense focus on Spriggs as its leader, the Vine Community Church became a target. Members of other Christian groups were advised to avoid Spriggs and the Vine followers, and not to eat in any of the Yellow Deli restaurants.
Spriggs, who was increasingly disillusioned with the churches anyway, took this criticism very badly and responded by calling all churches the �whores of Babylon�. He cut any remaining ties with these institutions, and the Vine Community Church became more and more inward-looking. Spriggs�s beliefs were also becoming more extreme. He claimed that mainstream Christianity appeared to have renounced religion itself, and that the world outside of his own church was dark and evil. His followers must be protected from this outside world and therefore contact with families and friends who did not share the firm beliefs of the church was to be discontinued, or at the very least limited. These people were harmful and viewed as enemies.
THE�NORTHEAST�KINGDOM�COMMUNITY�CHURCH,�ISLAND�POND
With the Chattanooga society becoming increasingly suspicious and uneasy about the activities of the Vine Community Church, Spriggs decided it was time to leave. He had been offered a position as a pastor in northern Vermont, which he did not take, but which encouraged him to look to Vermont for the next stage of his mission. He settled in Island Pond, and his followers from Chattanooga began to join him in stages. The group adopted the new name, �The Northeast Kingdom Community Church�.
As they had done in Tennessee, Spriggs and his followers began setting up businesses in this new location. These were again used as both money-raising enterprises as well as for evangelical purposes.
But just as the group had met with disapproval and mistrust in Chattanooga, so the residents of Island Pond began to feel the same. Not only had a couple of hundred new people arrived in their small town, capable of upsetting the balance of the quiet and closely-knit community, but many religious leaders had been monitoring the practices of Elbert Eugene Spriggs, and word had spread that his church was unconventional and had been very unpopular in Chattanooga.
DISCIPLINE
One of the most controversial practices employed by Spriggs and The Northeast Kingdom Community Church was their harsh discipline of children. Spriggs believed that it was God�s will for disobedient children to be physically punished and he neither made excuses for it, nor tried to hide it from the distressed residents of Island Pond. He told his followers that when disciplining a child, it was necessary to �bend his neck and bruise his ribs while he is young�.
The fundamental belief of the Twelve Tribes is in the return of �Yahshua�, the Messiah. Everything they practise is done in preparation for his coming and this is the reason they feel they must keep their children so pure and wholesome. Yahshua must have a following (The Body or The Bride) of perfect individuals, therefore children must be disciplined severely in order to keep them righteous. Children are to be punished the first time they commit sin or are disobedient to an adult. Their punishment is to be beaten with a wooden rod, intended to cleanse the conscience. Following their beating, the child is expected to thank whoever administered it, normally a parent, for correcting them, and certainly not to cry. The only rule which governs this punishment is that it be conducted out of love, and with self-control.
Children are not allowed to play with toys or invent their own games. They cannot watch television, or eat sweets. They are however, permitted to play with building blocks and practise with sewing kits. They are educated at home.
In spite of threats of violence made against them by the Island Pond locals, and even intervention by the State who raised issues regarding their treatment of children, Spriggs�s church did settle successfully in the area, and went about their primary objective of serving God peacefully. They believed themselves to be the restoration of the Messianic Jewish New Testament Community of the first century, God�s people on earth. They instituted a standardized dress code of loose-fitting clothes, and head-scarves for the women, and consequently became quite conspicuous and recognisable as a group. Spriggs decreed that, on entry into the community, all members had to give up their material possessions. He claimed that this was in pursuit of harmony � they had to live together equally, sharing everything they owned, as the Christian disciples had done before them.
By the early 1980s therefore, the now quite affluent Spriggs had acquired a lot of property and began to expand into New England, forming communities in Boston and Nova
Scotia, amongst other places. In keeping with the belief that they were the restoration of God�s people, they re-named the group �The Twelve Tribes�, representing Abraham and the Twelve Tribes of Israel.
CHILD�ABUSE?
With the growing size and success of the group, knowledge of its treatment of children also became quite widespread and when stories of child abuse hit the headlines, the American public turned decidedly against the group. In 1983, Spriggs�s �deputy�, Eddie Wiseman, was charged with assault on a 13-year-old girl. He had reportedly whipped the girl for seven whole hours as a punishment for disobedience. Before the case could come to trial though, the girl�s father dropped all charges, retracted his first statement and refused to testify if brought to court.
In light of continued reports of suspected abuse, the State authorities raided the communities in 1984 and took more than 100 children away from the church. However, having acted illegally in doing so, the State was forced to return every child to their family within 24 hours. The warrant obtained for the raid on the group was declared �grossly unconstitutional� by the judge in the case, and he was provided with no evidence to support the allegations of child abuse. It appeared that the group had just been targeted by their enemies, and that none of the charges were true. Spriggs saw the outcome as a triumph. But it neither satisfied nor appeased those who were still convinced that something very sinister was going on behind the closed doors of the Twelve Tribes.
Accusations of child abuse are registered frequently against the group, and include allegations of both beatings and paedophilia. Yet, the charges are always dropped before the cases come to court. Ex-members of the group vehemently denounce the practices of Spriggs and claim that the abuse within the community is widespread.
NEGLECT
Charges of abuse by neglect are also regularly reported. One baby, suffering from spinal meningitis, was diagnosed by the group�s improvised health facility as having an ear infection. The infant died as a result of insufficient treatment. Several babies are known to have died at the community, one of which was aged eight months but weighed a mere 13kg, and are buried in unmarked graves. Most of the babies in these graves were stillborn � an apparently common occurrence at the Twelve Tribes.
Authorities also investigated the case of one young mother who endured labour for five days before it was eventually decided that she should be taken to hospital. By the time she reached the hospital, the baby had died inside her. No charges were pressed.
Serious childhood illnesses such as whooping cough and hepatitis have also gone undetected and therefore untreated, leading to death. One couple who did receive a prison term for causing the death of their son were Michael Ginhoux and Dagmar Zoller, whose 19-month-old son died of malnutrition and a curable heart disorder.
Zeb Wiseman, the son of Eddie Wiseman, eventually left the group and spoke out about
the death of his mother within the Twelve Tribes. She had been suffering from uterine cancer but was denied medical care, and had died a drawn-out and painful death. The young Zeb was beaten, locked up, and told that his mother had died because she was a sinner, and because she had once voiced her disapproval of the apostle Spriggs.
Also accused of practising child labour, Spriggs does confirm that children are asked to assist their parents in the factories and the farms from a young age, yet he claims that the group is not in violation of any child labour laws. The group formerly supplied furniture to Robert Redford�s Sundance mail order catalogue, but this range has since been cancelled. Est�e Lauder also pulled a huge contract from them when they discovered that children were being used to help make their products.
No amount of negative media attention has yet brought down the Twelve Tribes or Eugene Elbert Spriggs, and the group continues to grow. There are currently more than 25 communities across the world, mainly in the US, but also in England, France, Germany, Spain, Argentina, Brazil, Australia and Canada. Across these nine countries there are an approximate 2,500 members � it is estimated that half of this number are children under 15 years old.
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By the end of the 1990s, a decade which had witnessed the mass suicides of the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas, and the attempt by the Aum Supreme Truth in Tokyo to kill thousands of commuters in a sarin gas attack on the Tokyo subway, there was a climate of fear and suspicion surrounding spiritual or religious movements with large groups of followers. As a result of this paranoia, the government in China decided to launch a crackdown on various spiritual groups, and amongst those targeted was the Falun Gong. Meaning �The practice of the wheel of Dharma�, Falun Gong (originally named Falun Dafa but renamed after this practice), was reported by the Chinese government to have two million members. This figure was perhaps an attempt by the government to play down the actual membership, for the Falun Gong movement itself claimed to have over 100 million.
The Falun Gong�s response to this move by the Chinese government was to hold a silent and peaceful protest in front of the Communist Party headquarters in Beijing. Ten thousand of its members participated in this demonstration on April 25, 1999. Yet, instead of reassuring the Chinese authorities of the harmless intentions of the group, the silent protest threw the government into an even greater panic. Both the size of the assembled group, and the fact that they had been leaked no details of it by the Chinese intelligence services, terrified them. To them, it demonstrated a frightening level of secrecy and organization within the movement and so they concentrated their efforts against it with a renewed vigour.
OUTLAWED
The Falun Gong movement was outlawed in July 1999, and its members were discriminated against. Some members had their properties broken into by the police and their possessions taken, and others were denied the retirement pension to which they were entitled. Some were simply harassed on the street, or as they performed their group exercises in public. Falun Gong claims that some members simply disappeared and were never seen again, or were taken to prison and labour camps on fictitious charges and never released. Chinese lawyers were not allowed to defend the members of the Falun Gong unless agreed with the government, and no international legal representation was permitted. They were accused of fraud and deception and of posing a threat not only to the government but to the very foundation of Chinese society.
The Falun Gong was branded a �cult� by the Chinese government, and even held responsible for the unsolved murders of many Chinese citizens. Consequently, an arrest warrant was issued for Li Hongzhi, the leader of this movement. The government accused him of carrying out these murders through his followers, by influencing them to commit the crimes. He was even accused of the deaths of 1,559 of the members themselves. Also wanted for the organization of �illegal� demonstrations, Li Hongzhi fled to New York in 1996, and China has been pursuing America for his arrest and repatriation since.
INTERNATIONAL�INVOLVEMENT
Not only has the US refused to deport Li Hongzhi, but they have condemned the Chinese government for its persecution of the Falun Gong and have passed resolutions which state that China should observe the UN Declaration of Human Rights and put a stop to the false imprisonment and abuse of the Falun Gong members. Yet the Chinese government maintains that the Falun Gong is a dangerous cult, and not the passive, inoffensive movement which America mistakenly perceives it to be. The government even claims that America�s pursuit of these resolutions is a direct attack on Chinese autonomy.
Recognizing their support in the US, 700 members of the Falun Gong went to the World Trade Organization meetings in Seattle in November 1999 to begin a worldwide drive for acceptance of their movement, and to encourage the Chinese government to enter into negotiations with them. Yet the government did not relent, and fought back with an even greater campaign of discrimination against them. The plight of the Falun Gong became internationally known, and the popularity of the group began increasing. They were seen as victims of China�s religious bigotry, and consequently global institutions began to cease trade links with China in support.
FOUNDATION�OF�THE�FALUN�GONG
The Falun Gong was founded by Li Hongzhi in 1992. Hongzhi claims to have been born on May 13, 1951 � the birthday of the Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama � but the government refutes this, declaring that their official records state that he was born on July 7, 1952. They maintain that he is falsifying his birthdate in order to claim some kind of link to the Buddha, a link which Hongzhi himself has never asserted. Whether this is true, or whether they are merely attempting to discredit him is unproven.
HONESTY,�COMPASSION�AND�TOLERANCE
The basis of Falun Gong and Hongzhi�s teachings are the achievement of a higher level of spirituality and enlightenment. This is attained through a combination of exercise, to advance body and mind, and belief in a mixture of Confucian, Taoist and Buddhist philosophies which promote honesty, compassion and tolerance. Followers must demonstrate these three virtues in every situation with which they are confronted. There are many levels of this enlightenment and it is an individual pursuit to achieve them. Falun Gong concentrates on the development of each human being as opposed to the advancement of the group.
According to Hongzhi the secrets of the Falun Gong were previously only disclosed by the master to an elite group of students. Such had been the tradition since ancient times in China as the teachings were very valuable and confidential. Li Hongzhi however, apparently on the directives of his own masters, made the teachings available to the public in 1992. As a result, the popularity of the movement grew.
The accusation that Falun Gong is a �cult� is fiercely denied by its members. They protest that it is not even a religion, but rather a discipline. Members of Falun Gong are free to follow any faith they choose. The movement is purely about the progression of the individual and maintains that no one should have their beliefs imposed upon them. Li Hongzhi, although the leader of the movement, is not revered as a God, and does not accept donations to Falun Gong or encourage any activity which raises money in its name. There is no hierarchy within Falun Gong; all members are equal and practice together as such.
APRIL�25,�2000
Yet, the government persisted in its persecution of the movement. On April 25, 2000, the anniversary of the first silent protest against the government action towards the Falun Gong, the authorities in Beijing were placed on high alert. They had warned Beijing in the weeks leading up to the anniversary that there would be a showdown with the �doomsday cult� which was still capable of raising the Devil in China.
They had anticipated the movements of the Falun Gong correctly, as members did return to Tiananmen Square to hold another protest. Yet although the government�s fears had been justified, the action they took against these peaceful protesters was not.
In small groups, the Falun Gong protesters would unfurl a banner or would raise their fists in silent solidarity. Some simply sat in a circle to meditate. Plain-clothed policemen launched themselves at the groups, knocking down men, women and children indiscriminately. But throughout the day, as one group was led away by the authorities, another would arrive in its place and continue the protest. So, the day went on, with the police becoming more and more heavy-handed in their treatment of the protesters. Over the course of a very long day, many members of the Falun Gong were injured and many arrested.
Yet in spite of the arrests and the police brutality, the events of that day proved that the government were unable to crush the Falun Gong, who just kept rising up time and time again. That there was no decisive conclusion, or the anticipated �showdown�, was seen as a failure for the government.
INTERNATIONAL�DISAPPROVAL
The events were seen in a negative light internationally, and the Clinton administration in the US attacked the Chinese government, claiming that they had again violated international human rights. At a time when the US was debating whether to pass a trading deal with China which would allow it the same low-tariff privileges as its other trading partners, the government�s action and the arrest of innocent and peaceful protesters caused the US great concern. China retaliated by accusing America of hypocrisy. The US was fighting its own domestic terrorism, yet criticized China for its crackdown on the Falun Gong.
VICTIMISATION
Several theories have been put forward as to why China so vehemently victimizes the members of the Falun Gong and stamps down on the movement itself. Some claim that the Communist Party fears the Internet and the global access and international membership possibilities with which the Internet can provide the Falun Gong. For a country which had traditionally been so cut-off from the rest of the world, this was a frightening prospect. Also unnerving, the membership numbers of Falun Gong (according to the movement itself yet denied by the government) had exceeded that of the Communist Party, and it was also rumoured that members of the Communist Party had joined the Falun Gong themselves. Perhaps the most contentious feature of the Falun Gong movement was its focus on spirituality. This directly contravened the Chinese government�s atheist principles.
THE�FUTURE�FOR�THE�FALUN�GONG?
Some believe that although the Falun Gong has won a lot of favour globally, the government will eventually win over and the movement will disintegrate. Currently, it is believed that China has arrested tens of thousands of Falun Gong members, and sent over 5,000 to labour camps without trial. The precedent set by the Falun Gong cannot be destroyed though, and if the movement itself does crumble under the enormous governmental pressure, it is thought that in its place more religious and spiritual movements will rise up as Chinese citizens strive to challenge communist dictates and look for meaning and guidance through the meditation and exercise which the Falun Gong promoted.
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