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Аннотация
WARNING: This novel is NOT �faint of heart�
This story is very controversial and in fact someone would say politically incorrect. The USA defaults on the astronomical debts owed to foreign nations. �Printing money� is longer an option. Citizens watch as the government falls.
The timid sheep people will not escape from conceited marauders.
This is a saga of a medical doctor who gets trapped in the chaotic riots in the deep South.
Can the doctor first save himself?
He must in order to rescue his patients from the violence and causalities around them.
Read the tragedy to find out who lives and who dies.


Sn. Frank Bates
CALLS TO ARMS
A STORY OF THE IMMINENT COLLAPSE
a non-stop action prepare fiction story by �Above Average Joe�


CHAPTER ONE

April 10

The rain begins to pour, and the night is cold filled with dread. It�s another quiet and unusual evening for Doctor Joseph Brave, and his wife Maxine. They�ve been attempting to live their ordinary lives ever since the riot began in Los Angeles just two weeks ago. No one expected for things to get worse, but little by little they fear that their lives are at risk sooner. Their thoughts filled with troubles and concerns, but none of them wants to talk terrible matters in front of their two sons.
While eating dinner, they try and pretend to sound casual because they don�t want to pass the burden to their children. The youngest son is enjoying his Bologna Pasta with Fried Chicken and salad on the side, while the older son staidly eats his food. Bobby is their oldest at fourteen years. He�s a carbon copy of his dad with long black sided hair and brown eyes from her mother. He understands that things surrounding his family are not right, and he knows that something adverse is bound to happen.
�How was everyone�s day?� Dr. Brave tried to crack the silence with a very calm and natural tone.
�It was a busy day at the office. New stories and reports coming in from�� Maxine almost got carried away, when Joseph looked at her sharply in the eye. From Black to Brown eyes, Maxine knew that she almost crossed the line. The youngest son still calmly eats his food when Bobby speaks,
�I�ve heard that the school is closing, too.�
Either Joseph nor Maxine has anything to say. The youngest son stopped eating and looked at his brother. They were shocked by Bobby�s response. Joseph knew that he needed to explain things to them. However, he�s scared that it might scare them.
�It�s for your safety and everyone in the school. Everything shall be fine, sweetie. Now, I want you to finish your food and get some rest, okay?� Bobby nods, but Joseph sees the grievous concern in his son�s eyes.
After dinner, Maxine does the dishes while Joseph put their sons to sleep. Their spacious room painted in Sky Blue with two single beds, study tables, and one large closet. Even with abundant living, Joseph and Maxine taught their kids the importance of saving, and not falling in love with materialism because true happiness lies in the heart and peace of mind.
�Is it true that the school is closing, Daddy?� The youngest son asks with an innocent look in his brown eyes that he got from her mother. Joseph is out of words because he�s unsure of how he should explain things to his 10-year old son. He knows that his sons� aspirations are at risk if things get wickeder in the Government, the economy, and his country. However, he knows that he has to secure his son�s mind.
�Son, the school has to protect its people from bad men. Do you remember how your brother protected you from those bully kids back when you were in kindergarten? He confronted them like a real man. He doesn�t want you hurt because he loves you. Your mom and I would do everything to protect the both of you.� Joseph said.
�What about my dream of being like you? Of becoming the best doctor?� The youngest son asks, again.
�You know you can have everything if you have faith. It�s just that sometimes, there are things in life that have to happen for us to become stronger. But you should never stop living. You have to keep on fighting for your dreams, your family.� He�s doubtful if his son understands him, but he discerns that he calmed him. Bobby was listening silently from his bed, so Joseph calls him,
�Come here, Bobby. Join us.� Bobby gets off the bed to grasp for his father�s hand, and they hugged while holding one another. With eyes closed, Joseph prayed that those horrible things come to an end soon.
After washing the dishes, Maxine opened the TV to watch updates about the government and the riot. As a news writer for a decade, it has been part of her life to listen and know everything that happens around the world. She never would�ve thought that she�ll be a part of the news that she�s been writing. She has covered a lot of stories in her life, but it makes her horrified to report news that involves her family. However, with the recent horrifying events, she decided to take an indefinite leave from her job to watch over their sons.
Joseph went down to join Maxine in their small, but a sleek living area. They have been married for fifteen years, but their beauty has yet to fade. At forty, Joseph still has those affectionate black eyes, messy black with now a little silver hair, pointed nose, and square chin. He maintains an active lifestyle and toned muscles for his job. While Maxine still has those beautiful brown eyes, shaggy brown shoulder-length hair with a little-wrinkled face.
They met at the South Crest Community Hospital where Joseph practiced medicine and served as a General Surgeon until now. Maxine, on the other hand, was covering a story about a government official who had a gunshot in the abdomen before the election. Joseph was one of the assistants that helped the surgery during that time, and Maxine interviewed him. It was more of a love at first sight where Joseph asked for Maxine�s number after the interview. He dated her for three months and had been in a relationship for two years until they decided to build their family.
As they browse channels, they see nothing new but those people shouting at the streets, protesting, and killings. However, some TV stations are now having technical problems because of power interruption. It all started when each price of the commodities has risen dramatically, because of the inflation. The country can�t pay its international debt, and the amount continuously immersed as days goes on.
Electricity in some parts of the country is unstable because of the protest. There has been a shortage of Food, Water, and other necessities everywhere. Investors pulled out their capitals to some businesses that increased unemployment rate for a short course of time. It is a domino effect that caused panic to people.
Dollars slowly hit rock bottom, and the government couldn�t pull off any better solutions to stop the drought. Every single day has been a battle. Communication signal started to become poor, until another frightful news flashed on the screen.
Headline: WHITE HOUSE BOMBING!
�The policemen confirm that there has been a terror bombing attack near the White House. They are still careful and private to authenticate the culprit behind the explosion. Lots of innocent men got hurt including the President of the United States of America. The president is still under a severe health condition, and the doctors are closely monitoring his situation. The Government decided to bring him to Bethesda Maryland together with other members of the first family, for treatment and security.� The news anchor said.
Media has set their cameras near the White House eagerly since the riot has begun to capture every moment and deliver it to the public. Some footages of the bombing flashed the screen. It was a subtle afternoon when the convoy of the President began moving, and then the car behind the Presidential State Car exploded. Impeccable men started to run back and forth. The video is disturbing, shaky and full of fear.
Another report came in about the current situation of the rioters in Los Angeles. It has now widely spread in other parts of the country. The rebels, Marauders, and other people looking for solutions are taking matters into their own hands. They are looking for ways to survive and rule the country because they lose faith in the Government.
Joseph turned off the TV because he saw that Maxine was fearful. She couldn�t believe how fast things have changed, and how vehement people have become. He entwined their hands while his other arm wrapped around her waist. Joseph needs to be tough for Maxine, boys, and their families.
�I think it�s time for you and the kids to go the farm. It wouldn�t be safe in here if things get out of hand.� Joseph insisted.
�What about you? We can�t just live you here.� Maxine is very persistent that all of them should go away from Southcrest. They should�ve moved out since the riot began, but Joseph didn�t want to live.
�You know I have an obligation to the people of the town. Rioters might come closer anytime soon, and I couldn�t risk your lives. It�s for the best, Maxine. I know you will be safe on the farm. �
�How come you can save other people�s lives and forget about yours?� Maxine mischievously cried.
�Honey, that�s what a doctor should do. We have a sworn obligation to the public and to those people who believe in us. Many of them need us now, more than anything. I will follow you there alive, I promise.� Joseph assures his wife.
Maxine surrendered the argument and thought it�s for their kids� safety, too. She cried knowing that they�ll be away from Joseph to fulfill his responsibilities. She knows that she married a nobleman, but she never thought that they should part ways in the midst of complicated events.
Amidst chaos between the Government and its people, Joseph is doubtful about serving his country or saving his family. Joseph closed his eyes and said a little prayer. He hugged his wife tightly and planted a soft kiss on her forehead. Joseph has no idea if it would be for the last time.

CHAPTER TWO

The next morning, Joseph wakes up early to prepare for work. As usual, he showered and got dressed after eating his oatmeal breakfast while Maxine prepares their clothes that they will bring to the farm. They used to live at the farm where Maxine�s family resides until they decided to move to Mississippi for their jobs. Occasionally, they still go there so their kids can see their Grandparents. Joseph feels heavy knowing that his family has to be away from him for a while, but he knows that it�s the best option they have. He trusts her wife�s ability to protect their kids, but he worries that anything dangerous might happen on their way.
He decided to go upstairs to see the two boys and kiss them good-bye. As he opened the door, he�s so mesmerized to see them so peaceful and innocent while asleep that he doesn�t want to wake them up. However, it seems like Bobby heard the sound of swinging door.
�Dad?� Bobby asked while rubbing her eyes.
�Hey, young man. Had a good sleep?� Joseph asked with a huge smile. Bobby nodded with a sweet grin.
�How you are you feeling?� Joseph said in a low voice because he doesn�t want to wake his youngest son.
�I feel good, Dad� Why do we have to go to the farm without you? Don�t you want to come with us?� Bobby can�t stop wondering.
�Daddy has duties at the hospital, and I can�t turn down those injured and wounded people, Bob.� Joseph tries so hard to explain the situation to his son.
�What about us? We need you, too. Mom worries so much. We don�t want to leave you either.� Bobby almost cried and burst into tears.
It breaks Joseph�s heart hearing Bobby say those words and watching him cry.
�Bobby, in life we have choices to make and sacrifices to take. If only I could go there with you, I would. Just because I am choosing my job over you doesn�t mean that I will abandon you. Daddy has to sacrifice to save people�s lives. We have to separate to protect you, your brother and mother.�
Bobby said nothing, but Joseph sees the concerned look in his eyes. He hugged and kissed his forehead.
�Can you do me a favor, please?� Joseph asked without hesitation.
�Will you please watch over your Mom and brother while I am away? It�s what grown-ups do.�
�I will, Dad. Please take care of yourself, too.�
�I promise that I will take care of myself, and keep everything safe. Okay?� Joseph assured his son.
Joseph exactly knows how it feels to be far away from a father. He lost his dad when he was fifteen. His father had been a noble Policeman Officer that was famous for protecting innocent, and less fortunate people. He�s against the corrupts and worked his way so hard to capture every evil official. Until one day at the mall parking, when they were having a day off, a gunman riding a motorcycle fired a shot in the head of Joseph�s father. Joseph found his Dad bleeding on the floor, while his Mom was screaming for help. Joseph felt helpless that he couldn�t save his father�s life.
The incident gave him trauma and started to lose faith in God. He never talked to anyone, and spoke a little to his mom. He became distant for months until his mother was dying of breast cancer. Before his mother passed away, she handed her rosary to young Joseph and reminded him that things happen for a reason. That was the time when he decided to become a doctor when he got into college. Joseph received a full scholarship, joined groups dedicated to helping other people, and he graduated Summa Cum Laude of his batch. However, it wasn�t easy for him to finish his education as Joseph had to work laboriously for each centavo of his money. When he practiced medicine, he recovered his belief and began to understand the bible again.
Joseph and Bobby found themselves with tears in their eyes. They both wipe their tears and smile at each other. Joseph pulls a photo of their family from his White Coat and gives it to Bobby. His son looks at the picture and flips it. Bobby read a Bible verse written on the back:
�A wise man foresees the difficulties ahead and prepares for them; the simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.�
-Proverbs 22:3

Joseph was looking at his son, and he knew that Bobby got his point. He kissed his sons for another time before going downstairs. A lot of things have been going on his mind. The uncertainties, worries, fears, and doubts. However, he knows that he has to focus and pray for his family�s safety. He�s been preparing them for the worst case scenario that might come along their way.
Maxine is almost finished packing, but Joseph wants to talk with her for final instructions for their trip to the farm.
�Are you done packing?� Joseph asked.
�Sort of, just a little more clothes for the boys,� Maxine said.
�Have you checked the car�s condition and charged your phone? Please contact me whenever possible, and update me when you can. Please drive carefully�� Joseph said in a concerned tone.
�Yes, sweetie. Everything�s fine. We need you to be there alive as soon as you can. Please?� Maxine answered even before Joseph can finish his sentence.
�I will. Wait a minute I forget something.� Joseph said in surprise.
Joseph quickly moved upstairs to their bedroom. He went straight to his study table, pulled the drawer and picked the handgun holster. Joseph rushed down, while Maxine was waiting on the dining table. He hands the .380 ACP Automatic Colt Pistol to her.
�What�s that?� Maxine was shocked.
�It�s a gun,� Joseph replied sarcastically.
�I know, but do we have to bring that with us? It�s not safe for the kids, and you know that I am against using those stuff. Besides, I never knew you have that!�
�Yes, but you need it for protection. You know it�s not safe anywhere.�
�But��
�I don�t want you to use it as well because it only means that you are in danger. But people are vulnerable, and they are now desperate. They can do anything to save their lives and survive. Please let�s not argue on this matter. I also need you safe and sound.� Joseph sounded serious.
Maxine accepted the gun half-heartedly. She knows that it�s a thing that could calm her husband�s conscience. Joseph has to go to the hospital. As much as he wanted to stay, he knows that it isn�t possible. He gives his wife a very tight hug. Tears start to fall on Maxine�s eyes, but Joseph wipes it off with a kiss down to her chick, then their lips meet. Looking at each other, unsure of what the future holds. Uncertain of when they will see each other again. Amidst the pain, they are still hopeful that one-day things will be back to where they are supposed to be.
As Joseph drives to Southcrest Community Hospital, the road makes him more worried about his family�s trip to the farm. There�s a heavy traffic because people are relocating away from Mississippi. Joseph�s mind is full of emotions. He is worried about his family, but he also knows that his patients need him.
�Should I go back?� It was the words that came out of his mouth.
With unfamiliarity, he was about to turn the wheels when his phone rang. He put in his wireless earphone and continued driving.
�Doctor Brave speaking.� Joseph talked while waiting for the other line to respond.
�Hi, Doctor Brave. It�s Dr. Carlton. I am sorry to bother you, are you free to speak right now?�
�Hi, Doctor. Sure, what can I do for you?�
�Well, I am currently sick, and I don�t think I can attend my patients as of the time being. I know it�s too much to ask, but can you give me a hand on my other patients please?� Dr. Carlton sincerely asked.
�Sure Dr. Carlton. I�ll get their records, and check them today. Please get well soon. The hospital needs you.� Joseph was hesitant at first, but he thought if he�s on Dr. Carlton�s shoes.
�I will. Thank you so much Doctor Brave. Take care.� They both hang up. Joseph forgets about his plan of returning to their home. He continued driving until he reached the hospital. He parked his car, go straight to his clinic to drop his bag, and prepared his medical tools. Joseph then go to the hospital�s mini chapel before making his rounds to the patients.
Maxine feels miserable leaving their home in Mississippi because it has their memories built with time. All their ups and down as a family is in there. She�s unsure if they can return to their house because rioters can ruin it anytime soon, but she hopes that it can give Joseph protection he needs while they are apart.
They are on their way to the farm in Humvees that is almost a five-hour drive from their home. After two hours of driving, the kids felt the need to use a bathroom. Maxine pulled over to the next gasoline station the moment she saw it. Upon checking, a few unfamiliar people were walking the street and thought that they�re harmless. The two boys are responsible enough for peeing alone, so she�s confident to use the women�s bathroom.
The boys were waiting outside the comfort rooms when Maxine came out. Then they all walked towards the auto. As Maxine opened the door of the vehicle, a man suddenly appeared from behind that has been hiding at the back of the car. Maxine and the kids didn�t notice the intruder then he pulled Maxine�s hand. The intruder twisted her arms to her back, and point the Glock G19 on her head.
�Mommy!!� The two boys shouted at the top of their lungs.
�Shut your mouth, or I will pull the trigger!� The intruder threatened them.
�What do you want? We have foods, money. I can give it to you. Just don�t hurt my sons.� Maxine tried to remain calm, but the adrenaline caused her to tremble.
�I don�t need your money. I need you to drive!� The man ordered.
�I will drive. Please don�t hurt us. Not my kids.� Maxine pleaded. The intruder opened the car and pushed Maxine into the driver�s seat. He quickly placed himself at the back to point the gun to Maxine. The boys immediately went inside the car. Bobby beside her mother, while the youngest son beside the intruder.
Everyone is shaking, afraid and utterly astounded. Maxine knows that she has to do something. She recalls everything about self-defense, the news she had written and the gun that Joseph gave, but she has no idea how to get it because Maxine dropped it inside the glovebox. She feels that the man is taking them as a hostage, and she started praying for their refuge. Maxine heard on the news that some people kidnap others to get ransoms or eat them alive. Bobby was distraught while the youngest son was crying.
�Where are we going?� Maxine tried to ask the intruder.
�Just follow my lead.� The intruder replied as he instructed Maxine.
�Shut up young man, or I will blow your mother�s head.� The intruder shouted at youngest son as he continued to cry.
Maxine drove at full speed until an explosion behind the car�s wheel saved them from being in the place where the intruder wants them to be. Fortunately, Maxine had her senses to push the break before they hit the post.
�What happened!?� The intruder shouted.
�Flat tires,� Maxine replied.
�Get out of the car if you want to be alive.� He ordered to them.
Maxine went out of the car and instructed her kids to do the same. She was desperate to save their lives. Maxine pushed the man and aimed to kick his groin, but she missed. The intruder got hurt a little, then Maxine started to scream and run towards her sons. The man got the chance to stand up and pulled Maxine�s hair even before she could reach her sons.
The intruder slapped her face followed by a punch on her stomach twice then she fell to the ground. When he got the chance, the man pointed the Glock G19 at her. For a moment, Maxine thought that it was the end of her life, so she closed her eyes and surrendered her destiny to the Almighty. The intruder was about to pull the trigger until they heard a gunshot.
With blurry vision, Maxine saw Bobby already beating the man with a baseball bat. Bobby hit the man countless of times after the intruder got hurt. Every hit was full of anger and fear. Bobby didn�t stop beating the man until he stopped moving and was bathing in his blood. When Bobby�s senses came back, he felt weak and fell on the road as he was gasping for breath. His younger brother, on the other hand, was crying while holding the .380 ACP.
Bobby�s hands, the bat, and clothes have splashes of blood. The youngest son was shocked that he fired a shot. He was aiming for the head but ended up on the hip because he couldn�t handle the gun�s pressure. That was the time when Bobby ran towards the intruder and hit him to death.
Maxine tried her best to stand up and run towards her kids.
�Hush� Hush baby. It�s alright. We are safe now.� She kept on repeating those words to her sons. Maxine didn�t stop, with little knowledge about fixing tires, she tried her luck to replace the tire with all her strength. She�s so thankful that Joseph planned their trip so well that he was able to put in necessary tools and extra wheel on the car. For the first time, she was also thankful that a gun saved their lives.
She successfully replaced the tire and continued their journey. None of them was talking, and everyone was still frightened. However, they have no choice but to keep on moving. Maxine was so worried that the incident can cause trauma to her sons. She didn�t care if the Police Officers find that dead man on the road, he cares more about her sons. They don�t deserve any of this.

CHAPTER THREE

Joseph was having a busy day in the hospital, without the knowledge that an intruder almost took the lives of his family. He just finished operating his second patient that morning just in time for their lunch meeting. In the conference room, the Southcrest Community Hospital Committee was already waiting. Unlike before, there were a lot of empty seats because other Doctors have moved out of the town. There were just a few of them who are willing to sacrifice for the sake of their responsibility.
As Joseph entered the conference room, he sat next to Dr. Tommy Ames, one of the seniors of the hospital, and the only remaining General Surgeon besides him and Dr. Carlton. Then there were Mr. Jobs and some more doctors. It was noontime, yet everyone looks weary. The number of patients coming in of the hospital doubled since the riot has started, and it outnumbered the few doctors left.
�Good afternoon, everyone. I know everyone has been busy, and I am glad that you have allotted some of your time for this meeting. As you can observe, we lack in numbers.� Mr. Jobs, the Hospital Head Administrator, said in a little gloomy tone.
�We used to have great doctors, but we now have a few. Unfortunately, Dr. Carlton just added to the list. We found out that he moved out of the town with his family this morning.� He continued.
Joseph was stunned by the news. He couldn�t believe that they spoke early today, but couldn�t be honest with him. He understands that Dr. Carlton wants to save his family�s life, but he felt betrayed. Joseph dropped the idea shortly before it consumed him. He shifts his focus to the meeting as Mr. Jobs discusses the new responsibilities, terms, and contracts to the Doctors. They had to make some amendments and extra security for their safety.
�We all have priorities in life and families to protect. Everyone has been working at their best in this hospital, and I salute all of you for staying up to this point. Let�s keep on working together as a team, and support one another. In the end, we only have ourselves to count on. Our patients need us, and the institution needs each of you. Let�s stand for what we believe is right.� He knows that Doctors are very much aware of their duties and that he just needed to remind them. More than anything, they need emotional support.
Dr. Steve is a General Doctor and Anesthesiologist. One of the few people that Joseph treats as his best friends because they have the same work ethics and beliefs. He is tall with fair complexion. His almond-shaped black eyes match his blonde hair. He has a slightly curved lip that goes along with his pointed nose and an oval-shaped face. Dr. Steve began working at Southcrest Community Hospital when he was twenty-eight years old. Three years after his service, he has been a notable doctor. He went to the cafeteria to grab his lunch as Mrs. Daniels, one of the remaining canteen servers, greeted him with a huge smile.
�Good afternoon, Doctor Steve.� Mrs. Daniels said.
�Hi Mrs. Daniels, what do we have for lunch?� Dr. Steve asked plainly.
�Well, we have Salad, Roasted Turkey, Beef Stew, Potatoes, Eggs and some not-so-good news.� Dr. Steve looked curious and surprised as if it was the first time he heard that there�s some bad news.
�What�s on the news?� Dr. Steve while he gets a tray, plate, spoon, and fork.
�I�ve heard on the TV that the riot is getting worst, and the rebels are slowly making their way closer to our town. They�ve been burning down properties, taking and killing people for food.� Mrs. Daniels said while serving Dr. Steve�s plate.
�Nothing�s new.� Dr. Steve can do was a deep sigh.
He might not have a family to save, but he worries about innocent people and his country. Steve�s parents died in a car accident, and his older brother committed suicide after three months of their parent�s fortune. Dr. Steve gained a brother in Joseph since he began serving at the hospital.
Joseph seats in his clinic while doing paper works, and checking the records of his patients. He had no appetite and only had coffee and banana muffin to fill in his stomach. After sipping his coffee, he heard his name being page throughout the hospital.
�Paging Dr. Joseph Brave�s attention, please come to the ER right now. I repeat, calling Dr. Joseph Brave. Please go to the Emergency Room Right now. Thank you.�
Without hesitation, Joseph hurried directly to the ER. He has no idea what is it right now, but he�s been doing it half of his life. He�s used to those types of situations, but he suddenly remembered his family. Joseph hasn�t heard updates from Maxine, yet. What if it�s them? What if they didn�t make it to the farm? His were full of uncertainties, but he calmed himself as he tried to focus on the present. From his clinic on the 4th floor of the hospital building, he ran downstairs fast as he can until he finally reached the ER.
�What�s the status?� Joseph said as he approached the nurse.
�Dr. Brave, a mother, and a kid with gunshots. The mother has two gunshots on her abdomen, while the kid has one on the right hip.� The nurse said.
A mother and a kid, Maxine. My boys. He was looking for signs, but bloody sheets covered the patients.
�How�s their vitals?� Joseph managed to ask the nurse.
�Both vitals are unstable.� Nurse answered.
Just after a few minutes, another patient brought into the Emergency Room.
�We�ve got another critical patient. A man with three gunshots with very unstable vitals. One at the head and two at the chest.� The nurse shouted.
Dr. Tommy Ames attended the new patient. They immediately put it oxygen, and fluids while other nurses stop the bleeding.
�The bullet is too close to his heart. We have to remove it now, or he could die.� Dr. Ames announced. However, the cardiac monitor showed a straight line followed by a flatline beep. Dr. Ames immediately performed CPR and Defibrillation to send electric shocks to the patient�s heart.
Joseph, on the other hand, checked on the mother and the kid. He hoped that it�s not any of his family. As he removed the bloody sheets, he was grateful that it�s not Maxine nor his sons. However, Joseph felt terrible about the little girl and his mother that are full of blood.
�Monitor their vitals. Stop the bleeding, and we have to operate them both.� Joseph said to the other doctors and nurse.
�But doctor, we only have you as the remaining surgeon. Dr. Ames is still attending the other patient. We can�t operate all of them at the same time.� The nurse said. Joseph looked at Dr. Ames who�s performing CPR to the man. He knew he had to make a choice. After a few seconds, the mother showed cardiac failure.
�Hold the girl�s condition the best that you can do. Maintain her vitals, request for x-ray, and other lab tests.� Joseph requested the nurses.
Both Dr. Ames and Joseph are doing chest compressions to their patients trying to save their lives. However, the poor man died, then the mother followed. Both doctors couldn�t do anything because the patients were not responding to shockwaves anymore.
�Time and Date of Death,13:36, April 11, 2014. Cardiac Arrest due to complications.� Joseph and Dr. Ames announced with heavy hearts to their attending nurse. Joseph looked at the kid, whose vitals were still unstable. The battle is not yet over.
�Dr. Brave, according to the records it�s a five-year-old girl, and you know that we don�t specialize in that type. It�s a different matter.� Dr. Ames said.
�It�s a pediatric trauma. I�m afraid we are far capable of performing such operation.� Dr. Steve added.
�So you�re saying that we wait until the kid is dead? She just lost his mother for God�s sake!� Joseph also doubts to do the operation, but it�s the only option they have.
�Doctor Ames, Doctor Brave. Upon checking the records, the man who just died is the father of the kid. Jay also confirmed that they were all together when the riot happened. They had to be apart because they didn�t fit the ambulance.� A nurse said as she approached the debating doctors.
�Don�t let your feelings overpower you. It�s a huge sacrifice, or can only complicate things.� Dr. Ames reacted. For once, Joseph has thought of the Pedia surgeons who left the town. If only they stayed, things might have been more controlled.
�I will do the surgery, and I will save that poor girl�s life. That�s what we do as doctors.� Joseph said with dignity. He has no idea where he gets his will to be a hero, but he knows that the girl needs him.
�I need my trusted assistant. Steve, are you with me on this?� Joseph asked genuinely.
�I�ll assist you the best way I could.� Dr. Steve replied, while there was disapproval on Dr. Ames eyes.
�I don�t want to lose my license.� Dr. Ames said trying to influence Dr. Steve.
�We need other available staff, medics, and nurse. Please tell them to be ready in five.� Joseph ordered the attending nurse while disregarding Dr. Ames last words.
The dilemma didn�t stopped in the Operating Room. The staff nurse insisted that a legal parent or guardian has to sign the waiver before completing the operation.
�I just told you that her parents died. How can they sign that waiver?� Doctor Joseph said in an irritated tone.
�I take full responsibility for the girl�s custody,� Joseph added.
The nurse was shocked by the level of concern in Joseph, so they decided to make an exception this time.
The surgery was successful although they lack in proper personnel. It was a relief for Joseph that the operation went well. The girl was transferred to the recovery room but still needs close monitoring. Joseph express his gratitude to Steve for having his back, but Steve said that he also had to do his job. Steve went back to his clinic while Joseph decided to get a cup of coffee to wake up his senses. At the cafeteria, he saw Jay White and Walter already drinking their teas. Joseph thought that it�s a good idea to chat with some of his closest friends after another long and tiring day.
�Hi, Doctor Brave. We�ve heard about the kid, how are you feeling?� Jay White asked.
�It�s a relief that the kid is in stable condition. What happened back there, Jay?� Joseph respond. Jay White is an Ambulance Driver who brought the kid and her mother in the hospital.
�There was a riot near the town, just 3 kilometers away from the hospital. The hospital nearby called for our help. The rioters started to become more violent. I�ve heard that the poor kid�s family were just passers-by. One of the evacuees. However, the situation went out of hand, so the Policemen began firing shots, and so the rioters.� Jay explained. Joseph wasn�t surprised, it has been common a few days. However, he felt distressed about those innocent people.
�So what are your plans?� Walter asked the both of them trying to change the subject. He is an army medic that is six years younger than Joseph.
�My wife and I are staying in town as of the time being,� Jay said.
�My family has moved out of the town. They went to the farm. I wanted to be sure that they are safe.� Joseph said plainly.
�Must be hard living away from them. I should know, haven�t spoken to my wife and son for days. They are not answering my calls.� Walter felt down.
�Where are they?� Jay asked.
�Memphis. I heard things were more critical in there than here. I wanted to get them, but my aunt said they left the house when there was a protest near our house. I tried looking for them and called our relatives and friends, but they have no idea. Now, I have to idea where to find them.� Walter became depressed.
Jay calmed Walter as Joseph pulled his pen and a paper, then wrote the address of the farm and drew a map at the back.
�If ever you feel the urge of moving, both of you and your families are free to go there.� Joseph handed out the paper to each of them.
�Doctor, you�re not planning to move out soon, right?� Jay asked.
�No, not yet. Not until this place is hopeless.� Joseph answered.
It was already ten in the evening when Joseph arrived at home. The traffic momentarily receded, but there were still families evacuating, while some chose to stay. It was dark and quiet outside because some electrical posts were damaged. When Joseph scanned their home, he felt empty as well as the neighborhood. Joseph sat on the sofa for a while, and think of everything that happened that day. His patients, Dr. Carlton, the rioters, the government, the little girl he saved, her parents, his kids, and Maxine. There were still no updates from his family�s trip. Joseph tried to call Maxine, but she was out of coverage area. He tried to divert his concern, so he decided to watch the news, but he�s too tired to reach the remote control.
Joseph chose to call Maxine again, and he was hoping to hear her voice this time. Fortunately, Maxine�s phone rang and answered immediately.
�Hi, sweetie.� Joseph when he heard Maxine�s voice. A feeling of relief, happiness, and longingness. It has been just a day, but it feels like forever for Joseph.
�Hi, sweetie. How are you? How are the kids?� Joseph asked.
�We are fine. We managed to go in here safely.� Maxine responded with her uneasy tine.
�What�s wrong, Maxine? I�ve known you for so long that I could tell even through your voice that there�s a problem.� Joseph sensed that something isn�t right.
�We got hijacked,� Maxine said.
�WHAT?! What happened? How�re the kids?� Maxine told every detail to Joseph, and she was sobbing on the other line. Joseph felt guilty that he wasn�t there to help his wife and kids. Now, Bobby has to shoulder the pain and burden. Just like what happened to him when his father died.
�I am sorry to hear that, Maxine. If I had known�� Joseph almost burst into tears.
�You don�t have to blame yourself, Joseph. Nobody wants this to happen. I assure you that everything will be fine.� Maxine calmed Joseph.
�How�s your day?� Maxine tried to change the topic because she doesn�t want to add any trouble to Joseph�s mind. She knows that he�s been carrying heavy loads at the hospital.
�It has been a long day for the both of us, Sweetie,� Maxine said after Joseph mentioned everything that happened that day,
�Yea, maybe it�s time we get some good sleep. Are the kids still awake?� Joseph replied.
�They slept early. The kids must�ve been exhausted.�
�Surely. Goodnight, Maxine. I miss you a lot.� Joseph said.
�I miss you, too. Please take care of yourself and go here alive.�
�I will. I love you.� Joseph said.
�I love you, too.�

Joseph can�t stop himself from watching the news, hoping to hear even just a good one. He saw the report about the US president�s current condition.
JUST IN: US PRESIDENT UNSTABLE
�The US President has safely arrived Maryland for his treatment. However, his vitals are still unstable as of the moment. Doctors are closely monitoring his health, and hopeful that his body responds to his medicines within the next twenty-four hours. There�s still no specific timetable of when he�ll wake up.�

Another report came in showing footage of National Guard arriving on Memphis. It gave him some comfort and positivity. He slowly closed his eyes, and prayed that tomorrow would be a better day. Joseph tried to get some good sleep, but he received a lot of phone calls from the ER that night.

CHAPTER FOUR

It was just three hours ago when Joseph fell asleep, and now his phone rings again. With eyes closed, he managed to press the answer button and put the phone on his ear.
�Dr. Brave,� Joseph said in his husky voice.
�Dr. Brave, sorry to bother your sleep. We have a serious matter right now.� He figured it�s Dr. Johnson on the other line. Another doctor, but not a surgeon at Southcrest Community Hospital and ten years younger than him. Joseph�s senses suddenly have come to live. He checks his bedside digital alarm, and it was just four in the morning.
�What it is it?� Joseph said.
�We have another gunshot patient. Vitals are unstable. I suspect it�s Hypovolemic shock, but I think we have to operate him quickly as possible.� Dr. Johnson said.
�Please hold the situation. Apply pressure bandage and make sure to control the breathing. I am on my way.� Joseph said, and they both hang up.
Joseph immediately get dressed. He grabbed an apple, took a bite and finished the rest while driving. Fortunately, there�s no traffic during those time, so it was just a 30-minute drive from their house. He went directly to the ER and saw that Dr. Johnson is doing CPR to a patient. Joseph knew that it�s the patient that he was talking about a while ago.
Joseph checked the record of the man. He has two gunshots in his left abdomen, and the ambulance picked him up where the young girl from yesterday and her parents had a shot. The man is not the police but has a Springfield XD-S on his hand when medical staffs recovered his body. To his surprise, it has 9mm Parabellum Bullet. The same bullet that he got from the little girl, and killed her parents. What if he�s responsible for firing gunshots to the young girl�s parents? He dismissed the thought when he heard Dr. Johnson shouting.
�We have to operate the patient and remove the bullet!� Dr. Johnson said to Joseph.
�I am ready,� Joseph said.
�But Steve is not yet in here. The man can only hold a few hours. I�m afraid the bullets are causing him to drop his blood pressure.�
�What do you mean he�s not in here? I thought he�s supposed to be on duty?� Joseph asked in surprise.
�We�ve been trying to call him, but he won�t answer his phone.� One of the attending nurses said.
�We can�t operate him without Steve. He�s the only remaining Anesthesiologist of the hospital.� Dr. Johnson said.
Joseph found himself and the rest of the team in another life-threatening situation. He knew that there isn�t a possibility to operate the man because they could lose their license. He just risked his yesterday. The man wasn�t responding to the Intravenous fluids and CPR until the life monitor showed straight lines quickly than they�ve imagined. Dr. Johnson tried another round of compressions and rescue breaths, but the man won�t show any response. Another cycle of CPR, but the life monitor still showed straight lines. Dr. Johnson was breathing fast, and he knew that there�s nothing he can do to save the man�s life.
It was later that morning when Joseph finished his rounds and was able to discharge some of his patients back to their families. He went to the cafeteria to take a break and drink a coffee. Dr. Ames was also there, and it seemed like he�s in deep thoughts.
�Good morning, Dr. Ames. Penny on your thoughts?� Joseph greeted him although they had a heated argument yesterday. They both know that it�s part of their job. Dr. Ames just smiled at him.
�It seems that everything is getting worse as the day goes on.� Dr. Ames sounded worried.
�The people, the government, the hospital, our town. Do you think it�s still safe for us?� Dr. Ames continued.
Joseph took a sip of his coffee, unsure of how to respond Dr. Ames.
�At times like this, we have nothing to do but have faith. We have to strengthen our mind, and believe that everything will be alright.� Joseph tried to lighten up the mood.
�I envy your faith, Dr. Brave.� Dr. Ames sounded awful.
�By the way, can you look after my patients until Monday? I have to be with my wife. She suffered depression and trauma after she saw a kid died on the street.�
�What happened?� Joseph was shocked.
�She was driving her way home when two men bumped into a poor kid. It was around seven in the evening. The men were trying to get something from the kid, but he refused to give it to them. To her surprise, one of the men hit the kid on his face. Then the other one stabbed the kid with a knife for about six times. My wife was so afraid when things heat up, so she turned off the engine. She was shaking when she got home, and she couldn�t speak until now.�
�I am very sorry to hear that Dr. Ames. Please do everything that your wife needs. I will cover your patients until you get back.� Joseph assured him. He was hesitant because Dr. Ames sounded like Dr. Carlton, but he just agreed and understood his situation.
Joseph decided to visit Denise in the ICU, the little girl he saved yesterday. She�s still on ventilation, but Joseph is happy to see her recovering fast. He remembered Dr. Steve.
�What must�ve happened to him?� Joseph thought. He still hasn�t heard from him yet. A few moments after, the light starts to flicker several times until the whole hospital went dark. Joseph checked the hall, and it was nothing but darkness. The auxiliary power was switched on after a few seconds, and now he can see the red lights of the emergency signs. Joseph checked the other patients in the ICU, and it was a relief that no one was affected. He decided to see Mr. Jobs and ask about the situation.
Along the way, Joseph bumps into Janette, one of the nurse and who secretly likes Dr. Steve.
�Hi, Janette. Have you heard anything from Dr. Steve, yet?� Joseph asked.
�No, why?� She asked in a concerned tone.
�He still hasn�t reported yet, and he�s not responding our calls,� Joseph said. His concern is that Steve decided to move out of the town, or worst something must�ve happened to him.
�No, I haven�t talked to him. We�ve been busy attending the patients.� Janette sounded tired.
�Are you alright?� Joseph asked.
�Dr. Brave, I feel that I can�t handle my double shift. And now, we just had power interruption. My co-nurse and I don�t think could handle the situation anymore.� Janette confessed to Joseph.
�I understand, Janette. Now is not the time to be hesitant. The hospital needs people like you.� Janette didn�t say anything.
�You can take a break, or lessen your loads. I�ll talk Mr. Jobs about it. We�ve gone a long way, so can you please stay?� Joseph almost begged. Janette tried her best to respond, but the best that she could do was to nod.
Joseph is in Mr. Jobs office who looked unpleasant.
�What happened to the power?� Joseph asked without hesitation.
�One of the electrical wirings was affected by the recent riot. I called the electricity provider, and they are now fixing the issue.� Mr. Jobs said.
�For how long?� Joseph asked.
�With the current situation, it might take months. �
�Months!? Can we hold that long? Maybe we can push them a little bit more?� Joseph said in surprise, but Mr. Jobs remained silent.
Joseph finally understood why Mr. Jobs looked uneasy. He knew that it might be the beginning of the end. They looked at each other, both unsure of whether they have enough supply until they fix the issue. Joseph sigh sharply, and he remembered Janette.
�Nurse Janette is taking too many patients. Is there a chance that we delegate some to other nurses?� Joseph said.
�I�ll see what I can do because everyone has full loads.� Mr. Jobs assured.
�Things are getting worse, but please let�s not give up. Dr. Brave.� Mr. Jobs genuinely asked Joseph. There was a hesitation on Joseph�s part, but they�ve sacrificed a lot.
�I won�t,� Joseph assured.

CHAPTER FIVE

It was another busy noon at the White House in Washington. Several reports coming in that the President is still unstable, and that it might take longer than expected before he can finally recover. The President suffered a Blast Lung injury that damaged his blood vessels in his respiratory organs. Doctors are also looking the possibility of having brain trauma because of the shock waves and overpressure of the bomb.
With the recent bombing, other Cabinet Members started to feel unsafe, and some of them planned to move out of the White House. The security advisers of the Vice President even suggested leaving the place because it�s just the beginning of more intense attacks.
�Madam Vice President, the situation is getting worse day by day. The longer you stay, the more it is not safe for you.� One of the security advisers said.
�I appreciate the thought, but I have responsibilities to my people.� Vice President said with dignity.
�But you�re risking your life.�
�I would prefer to stay, and finish my mission. Also, please spread that no one is allowed to move out of this place nor out of the country. I don�t want to send people the wrong message. No one will fix the country�s issue, but the Government.� She said with determination.
�What mission?� The Head of the Security asked, but Vice President Ariana Marie was deaf to his words. She called for an emergency Cabinet Meeting in the West Wing of the White House after lunch. Her secretary immediately went out and spread the news, and made sure that every member knows about the meeting. At precisely one in the afternoon, the meeting began.
�Good morning ladies and gentlemen. The agenda of today�s meeting is about our country�s current condition, and the culprit behind the President�s attack.�
�The Police had thoroughly conducted their investigation, and evidence showed that it was the Marauders. It is, no doubt, an act of violence and terrorism that sent the President under life-threatening condition. I need to hear your thoughts regarding this matter.� She continued.
The Marauders, is an Islamic Coalition consisted of rebels with different perceptions. They have considered Treaty of Peace between the Government, but Marauders broke it the moment the State failed to provide its people proper well-being. Marauders supporters spread riot in the country as a form of their protest and threat. One cabinet members raised his hand and opened his microphone.
�I think it�s time we implement Martial Law.� He boldly said. Everyone was shocked, and chattering began. The Vice President smashed the gavel three times.
�Silence, please. We are here to listen to the thoughts of everyone and get a possible solution. Please continue with what you are saying.� The Vice President said.
�People starts to become vulnerable, and they have no respect for the Government. Martial Law implementation is the best option that I can see to discipline them. To let the people and those Marauders know that we are still in control.� The cabinet member said.
�But it would cause more tension. They would think that we are taking away their human rights. Besides, it can also cause more damage to our economy knowing the fact that we still haven�t able to increase our income.� Senator Forbes strongly disagreed.
�Then, what do you suggest Mr. Great Senator Forbes?� The Cabinet Member who suggested Martial Law challenged with a smirk on his face.
�Let�s hear their demands. Let�s show them that we want to resolve our every issue. That we are still a nation that needs to be united.� Senator Forbes said.
�Sounds easier said than done, but they are disrespectful. Don�t forget that those Marauders promoted war.� Another strong-willed senator said.
Things are heating up, and the Vice President knows that they won�t resolve anything if her cabinet members act like stupid children.
�We will never resolve any issue if we put in our pride first. I am ordering each of the members to send a report and send it to my office today. No excuses. Let�s resume the meeting tomorrow, same time. Meeting adjourned.� The Vice President said with frustration to her cabinet members. However, she�s okay with the idea that they are still participating actively.
Vice President Ariana Marie received the reports later that afternoon. As expected, Senator Forbes pushed his idea of talking to the Marauders. She thought that the Administration could give it a try, so he called the Senator to come into her office.
�Good afternoon, Senator Forbes.� She greeted the senator nicely.
�Good afternoon, Madam Vice President. To what do I owe this urgent meeting?� He responded politely.
�I�ll go straight to the point, Senator. I read your report and noticed that you wanted to talk to the people. Do you think you can manage to do it? I think they would appreciate if someone who serves in the Government will talk to them.� Vice President Ariana Marie said.
�Yes, of course.� Senator Forbes said without second thoughts, but unsure of the possible results.
�Great. I�ll make sure to give you the security that you need.� She assured the senator.
Vice President Ariana Marie contacted The Marauders, and fortunately, they�ve agreed to speak with the Government. However, they don�t want any publicity, cameras nor media. They want to keep it private as much as possible. Senator Forbes was preparing when he saw The Marauders coming in the White House with their guns. The Army and the Policemen were in the area. It was like a movie scene, but he couldn�t help, but be concerned about the situation. Senator Forbes kept on saying that he has to do it for his country and his family�s safety.
The meeting has begun. Senator Forbes hasn�t talked to any terrorists or any types his whole life. He never would�ve have imagined that he�ll do it for the sake of his country and its people. The Islamic Leader with Taqiyah and a long white beard was already waiting when Senator Forbes came in. He was relieved that the leader has no guns. There was security outside of the room.
�Good evening. I am Senator Forbes, and the Government is delighted that you were able to come on short notice.� Senator Forbes said.
�Thanks for reaching. I am the Big Ira, leader of the Marauders.� The leader said in a sharp voice.
�First off, I am assuming that there are no cameras in this room?� The leader added with a smirk on his face.
�Yes, Sir. There�s none.� The Senator replied.
�Good, because you know what I can do to you if you ignore our simple requests.� Big Ira showed his knife belted around his waist. Senator Forbes felt cold and swallowed his spit. He was terrified, but he knew that he had to continue and finish this meeting right away.
�So should we begin?� Senator Forbes tried to cover his tension.
�Of course. It shouldn�t take long because it feels weird to be in here.� Big Ira replied
�We�d like to know what are your demands. And talk about peace.� Senator Forbes said bravely.
�Peace, huh?� Big Ira faked his laugh.
�As if the Government didn�t start the chaos we have right now. Our demands are easy. We�ll end the battle if you give us what we want.� Big Ira handed an envelope with their demands on it to Senator Forbes as he opened it immediately.
�You know it�s impossible. Maybe we can make some amendments�� After reading the demands.
�Then there�s nothing to talk.� Big Ira cut the senator before he could finish his sentence. The leader�s face turned like a killer then he stood up, and continued talking.
�You�ve heard from us. If you can�t give our demands, the war continues until we get what we deserve.� The leader went straightly to the door and out of the room. Senator Forbes was speechless. Stunned by how powerful and hard-hearted the leader was.
The next day, Senator Forbes came in late into his office but just in time for the meeting. He immediately distributed the documents to the cabinet members.
�The Demands of The Coalition?� One of the cabinet members said when Senator Forbes started to speak in front.
�Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. Last night, Senator Forbes privately talked with the Marauders to hear their demands. I know some of you disagrees, but it was a decision worth trying. May I now please get your attention and let�s listen to Senator Forbes about his report with The Marauders demands.� The Vice President spoke to the Cabinet Members.
�Good afternoon everyone, Senator Forbes reporting. Vice President Ariana Marie gave me the chance to speak with the Marauders last night, but they requested to do it privately. We have a few witnesses to testify that they came last night. The leader identified himself as Big Ira, and he was quite powerful.� Senator Forbes paused for a while as he remembered how fearful he was.
�As you can read on my file, listed are their demands. I am now opening the table for your questions and hear your thoughts.� Senator Forbes said.
�Section 1. New and better officials from their sector. We all know that it�s a risk to give someone from them a chance to sit on the Government.� The other Senator said.
�Section 2. Government�s Wealth. They want to get the entire wealth of the government. That is insane! We can never grant their demands. Not today, nor forever.� The other cabinet member insane.
�It�s clear that talking to them is useless.� The cabinet member who suggested Martial Law said.
�I still commend Senator Forbes for the courage to face their leader.� She smiled at Senator Forbes.
�So instead of mocking him or me with the decision we�ve made, all I heard was bawl instead of solutions.� The Vice President scolded each cabinet member like a mother.
�Now that we know that we can�t give their demands, I�ll think about the other solutions that you�ve sent including the Martial Law Implementation.� She continued.
�Please hold on Madam Vice President.� Senator Forbes said.
�I invited some visitors to our today�s meeting.� He continued. Everyone was shocked and left wondering.
�Let them in.� The Vice President said as a signal.
Five visitors walked in the entrance door going to the aisle, as they sit on their designated chairs that the senator had prepared. Everyone was shocked, except for the Vice President who was smiling in relief.
�Ladies and gentlemen, please allow me to introduce the honorable leaders and representatives from different religious groups of our country. I apologize for I wasn�t able to bring in each religion, but I guarantee you that I called all of them the best way I can to ensure that the Government still got their support.� Senator Forbes said.
�How do we know that they are not a spy?� The Cabinet Member who wanted Martial Law said.
�If you talk to them, you�ll know it by heart.� Senator Forbes answered with pride and genuinely smiled on their guests.
�Moving forward, We have the Catholics, Protestants, Mormons, Jews and The Muslims. Let�s hear it from them.�
�Good afternoon Brothers and Sisters in Christ. We do not wish to enter the world of politics. As we know, the church and the state are two different entities. However, with the current situation, we are all affected. We, the Catholics, would want to extend our support to the Government. We don�t wish to interfere with your decisions, but we hope and pray that you will always consider your people.� The Catholic Priest said.
�Al-salaam �Alaykum. We are very much aware that some of our brothers and sisters in faith in Islam have declared war against the Government. However, we would like you to know that not all Muslims are the same. We still believe in peace and diplomacy. Good governance and help are what we all need. A lot of people are already dying, and we do not want to increase the numbers. If there is anything that we can do to help rebuild this nation, we are more than willing to help.� The Muslim Leader said.
The other religious leaders showed support to the Government as well and offered a short prayer after the last leader expressed his guide. The leaders along with their most trusted constituents still believe in the power of the Government to fix the country�s issue, but not all of them have the same mindset. Some of their members might have different perceptions based on what they feel, and there�s nothing they can do about it.
The meeting ended. Everybody was surprised, but somehow felt more light spiritually for an unexplainable reason. Vice President Ariana Marie congratulated Senator Forbes for a job well done but reminded him that they still have a long way to go. At her office, she looked at the picture frames of her family, her and the President, and the bible book. The Vice President thought that she never had such control and authority in her life. For some reasons, the Vice President wanted to steal the leadership away from the President.

CHAPTER SIX

Maxine and her sons are comfortably sitting on the bench on the patio of their farmhouse. It was a pleasant afternoon of April 13, yet it seems like everything that happened on their way to the farm just two days ago are still fresh to their minds. Her kids are staring beyond the fences of the farm, but their minds are flying.
Maxine remembered when they reached the farm. Her mother was running towards their car when they saw it from afar. To her family�s surprise, they saw lots of blood.
�What happened?� Maxine�s mother said in a panic tone.
�We got hijacked,� Maxine said full of tears.
�C�mon let�s come inside. Hurry.� Maxine�s father was worried.
The two boys rested immediately, while Maxine told everything to her parents that they almost died. She was so intense, and her heart was bursting with a lot of emotions that she needed to get everything off her chest.
�I am worried that my sons might get a trauma.� Maxine was worried.
�Give them some time, Max. It might give them a shock, but they should be fine. Let�s be there for them and provide for their needs. They are tough boys, like their parents.� Her mother said and smiled at Maxine.
�How�s Joseph?� Her father asked.
�He stayed in Southcrest. He has a lot of duties to his patients.� Maxine replied.
�Poor boys. Must be hard for them to without their father. Did Joseph already knew what happened?� Her dad asked again.
�Yea, he was guilty. But I told him that it�s not his fault. I don�t want him to be worried. He carries a lot of burden in the hospital.�
�What a nobleman.� Her father said in amusement.
Back to reality, Bobby saw someone coming and shouted.
�Mom, look! Someone is coming!� Bobby shouted in surprise that it might be another intruder. Maxine took a look at a sophisticated family going out of the Blue Hilux SR5. The man was tall with short spiky hair. He was wearing a tucked in striped polo tucked in with skinny pants while the woman was petite on a floral dress. They walked towards Maxine�s direction with two kids who were busy with their gadgets. Maxine looked at the family and recognized that it was her brother.
�It�s your uncle, Bob. Nothing to worry.� She assured her son. Maxine felt sad about Bobby�s reaction, but at least he heard him talk again after the incident.
�Mom, Dad! Tony�s here!� Maxine shouted inside their house as she ran towards her brother to give him a hug. They�ve been very close since they were kids.
�Hi Rashida, long time no see.� Maxine smiled at her.
�Hi, Max. You still look good.�
Grandpa and Grandma Carmichael, Bobby and his brother were waiting on the wooden stairs of their yard. Their visitors were approaching together with Maxine.
�Mom! Dad!� Tony shouted and waved his hand while the other hand was carrying luggage. His family was behind him. Tony and Rashida greeted and hugged his parents.
Grandpa Carmichael is a retired Army General. He�s still strong even at sixty-seven years old, but his doctors advised him to avoid stress and heavy work after he had a coronary bypass surgery three years ago. It was the time when he sold his animals except for some pigs, chickens, turkeys, cows, and horses. Grandpa Carmichael also authorized farmers to harvest his crops for additional funds.
�Thank you for accepting us. We didn�t want to bother you here, but things are slowly getting out of hand in Memphis.� Tony said humbly.
�You are always welcome here, you know?� Grandpa Carmichael said.
�O my God, are they your sons, Max? They are both grown-ups! Time flies.� Maxine nodded while her two kids tried to give a forced smile. She didn�t want to mention to her brother about the hijacking incident, so Maxine quickly greeted Tony�s wife.
�Hi, Ross and Vicky. How are you both?� Grandpa Carmichael asked his other two children.
�Fine,� Ross said blankly as if he wasn�t interested for a talk.
Bobby was surprised with the lack of enthusiasm, and he looked at Ross.
�Ross, what�s happening to you? Don�t be rude.� Tony said irritably.
�It�s alright, Tony. They must�ve been tired. For sure it was a very long drive. Let�s all come in. I�ve prepared some snacks.� Grandma Carmichael said calmly even she noticed that Tony�s kids are somehow spoiled and undisciplined. The exact opposite of Maxine�s children.
The farm is at five miles from the central town of Humvees. The off-the-highway strategic location is excellent if rioters start to widespread. It has been privately-owned by the Carmichael Family for over a hundred years. When Maxine�s Great Grandfather passed away because of kidney complications, her father started taking care of the farm until he got out of the Army.
Carmichael Family are eating their first traditional family supper after a very long time. Grandma is a great cook, and it was like a feast on their table. They have Classic Roasted Turkey, Potato Salad, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Cornbreads, Fried Honey Buttered Chicken, some Brownies and a Perfect Apple Pie. Everyone was enjoying their food, but Maxine is still worried about Bobby. Her youngest son seemed to be fine after seeing his cousins. They haven�t talk or played yet, but she thinks that it helped him meet other children. Bobby, on the other hand, ate just a little. He�s still quiet, and indisposed.
Rashida and Maxine helped Grandma Carmichael clean the dishes after their sumptuous dinner, while the boys went out to check the animals. Maxine feels relieved that Bobby joined. He likes Grandpa Carmichael so much, and feeding animals make him feel relaxed. When the boys came back, Bobby looked a little less intense.
�Are you going to sleep?� Maxine asked, but Bobby nod.
�Alright. Goodnight, Bob. Mommy loves you.� Maxine hugged her son and kissed him on the forehead.
�Goodnight, Mom. I know you are worried, but I am okay. Dad is right. I feel safe in here. I love you, too.� Bobby casually said and went to their room. Maxine covered her mouth to her amusement. Tears of joy fell on her cheeks.
�I told you. Time heals, Max. Time heals, be patient.� Grandpa Carmichael said from behind.
�Did you spoke to him?�
�A little, but we play a lot. Seems like he loves animals and plants, too. Like you.� Grandpa Carmichael winked at her daughter, and they laugh.
Bobby looked at the photo that his father gave before they left. A lot of things has happened, but he knows that it�s just the start. He thought about his father�s safety, and he wanted to hear his voice. Bobby reminisced the scenes of hijacking. What bothers him a lot is the fact that he killed a man. The intruder is evil, but he wasn�t sure of what to feel. Bobby feels vexed about his cousin Ross. What else he can�t do to him if he ever acted a spoiled child again?

CHAPTER SEVEN

The next morning, Maxine feels relieved to hear see his two sons talking again. Not as enthusiastically as before, but she believes with what her father said last night. Maxine still hasn�t heard from Joseph yet since their latest conversation. She decided to put an end to her agony, and get her phone to her room. She didn�t care if he�s in the middle of an operation, because Maxine needs to know that Joseph is safe. However, Joseph�s mobile is off, and the hospital telephone lines weren�t ringing.
Maxine was so disappointed that she threw her phone to her bed. She burst into tears because she�s worried that something might happen to her husband. Maxine tried calling some of her workmates in the news industry who stayed in Southcrest to cover stories. However, all of their phones are now out of the coverage area. She was almost out of control when she remembered a solution to her panic. Maxine immediately went downstairs to open the TV, but her parents were already watching the news. However, she only heard reports about the Marauders demands, the President�s condition, and non-stop violence because of the riots.
�How�s Joseph?� Grandpa Carmichael said.
�Still haven�t heard from him, yet,� Maxine said dryly.
�I heard there was a blackout in Southcrest. Don�t you think the hospital where Joseph works got affected?� Tony said.
�Really? Where did you hear it?� Maxine was worried.
�A friend of mine. He called earlier today to inform me that they are moving out of Southcrest because they have no energy supply and that the rioters are getting near.� Tony said. Maxine was speechless and didn�t know what to feel.
�I know Joseph can take care of himself. He�s one of the toughest I have known.� Grandpa Carmichael assured Maxine.
�The riot is now widely spread, and it�s possible that they arrive here soon. Isn�t it wise that we prepare ourselves and the farm?� He continued.
�Dad, I think you are overreacting. We are in a very far place.� Tony argued.
�With a situation like this, and people fighting for survival everything is possible. I�ve seen it several times when I was in Army. People will move to hunt for food and shelter.� Grandpa Carmichael answered Tony.
�Whether rioters might come or not, we have to fill in our supplies. We might have blackouts as well.� Grandpa Carmichael now sounded like a General.
Tony didn�t answer back. As much as he disapproves the idea, he has no choice because they are under his parents� roof. Besides, his father started listing down the supplies that they�ll be needing. Grandpa Carmichael requested the ladies to list their kitchen and personal needs as well. Tony has more than enough on his wallet, but the main reason why he doesn�t like the idea is that he also has to spend his money to buy their stuff.
Grandpa Carmichael, Tony, Bobby and the other boys of the farm went on their way to the town to buy supplies.
�Grandpa, I want to buy those headbands to mom. She looks beautiful when she has headbands. I like it when she wears them especially at work.� Bobby said.
�Of course. We�ll buy it, Bob.� Grandpa Carmichael smiled widely at Bobby.
As they continue on their list, there were a couple of arrogant city boys. One aged eighteen while the other was around nineteen years. Bobby was walking last when he saw one of the boys stole the wallet of the adult man in front of a meat store. Bobby ran towards the city boys immediately.
�Hey! His stealing from you!� Bobby got the victim�s attention.
The boy who stole the wallet ran as fast as he could. One of the farm guys followed the thief. Bobby, on the other hand, tried to follow but the other boy grabbed his hand and pushed him, and fell to the ground.
�Is that what you got? C�mon!� The city boy posed on a fighting stance. He was about to punch Bobby when Tony stopped him from behind.
�Pick your age, young man,� Tony said, and he twisted the city boy�s arm.
�Aaaaahhh!� The city boy shouted in pain.
�That�s enough, Tony. The Deputy Sheriff is here already.� Grandpa Carmichael said.
�Sorry for the inconvenience of these young boys. They�ve been causing troubles for the past few days.� The Sheriff Katcher said.
�Make sure to return the wallet to the owner. I won�t file charges against you young boy. Next time you hurt my Grandson, I�ll make sure you�ll be rotten in jail.� Grandpa Carmichael threatened the city boy.
�Thank you, General Carmichael. My men are searching the other thief. I�ll handle the situation from here.� Sheriff said, and they shook their hands.
�Please, Mr. Carmichael would be fine.� Grandpa Carmichael suggested and smiled. Being a retired Army General, everyone in the town knows him. However, they saw Tony running towards the direction of the young thief and their farm guy.
�Tony!!� Grandpa Carmichael shouted, but it was too late because Tony is a fast runner.
�Come here, Bob. Let the police handle their stuff.�
Tony saw people gathering around. He looked the are and saw the young thief, another gangster adult, and their farm guy. All of them were standing on their ground, ready to fight anytime. Tony tried to enter the scene and help their farm guy.
�What�s the matter? Why are you chasing my son?� The gangster said with his chewing gum.
�He stole a wallet,� Tony said.
�Do you have a proof?� The gangster said.
�You stupid son of a bitch!� Tony shouted as he lost his temper.
�Go! Run!� The gangster shouted to his son.
Tony ran towards the gangster and struck him hard in the face. He threw another right hook, but the gangster blocked it. The gangster then punched Tony in the stomach, then another one on his face. It caused him to dive into the cart of oranges. The farm guy tried his luck. He threw a left hook, but the gangster was able to dodge it. However, he saw an uppercut coming into his face, and it was too late for him. He took the shot, and the farm guy was quick to follow it up with a kick to the gangster groin. The gangster fell hard on the ground.
He was about to get his knife, but the police came into the scene. They caught the young thief and the gangster. Grandpa Carmichael also arrived with Bobby. Tony stood up and was a little bit hurt.
�Sorry about the trouble my guys caused, Sheriff.� Grandpa Carmichael asked for forgiveness.
�We understand they wanted to help, but we have to bring the bought of them to the office. We need their statements.� The sheriff said.
�I understand.�
�Don�t worry it won�t take long. Come on men!�
The guys continued their list after the police got their statements. Grandpa Carmichael was so furious that they ended up in a precinct. If he didn�t have connections, they might have been in jail already. When they finished shopping, they hurried back to the farm. Tony felt heroic with stopping a kid from punching Bobby, and for throwing a punch at the gangster. Grandma Carmichael and Rashida were laughing at him, while Ross pretended to be impressed.
�C�mon, Tony. Just finish your meal. It was a kid for God�s sake.� Grandpa Carmichael teased Tony.
Maxine was still absent-minded. She�s worried that Joseph hasn�t called, yet. What if some rioters are now in the area? Are they safe? Do they have supplies? Maxine tried to be strong, especially now that her sons just started being normal again.

CHAPTER EIGHT

On the same morning at the hospital, Joseph and other medical staffs including Walter and Nurse Janette were busy attending the needs of their patients, and new victims are coming in the Emergency Room. Joseph did his rounds after helping another victim at the ER. The hospital still has no power, and their generator is slowly running out of energy.
Joseph decided to go to his clinic to eat his lunch. He requested Mrs. Daniels to deliver it to his clinic as he�s having a very hectic day since Dr. Ames is now on leave. Joseph remembered Maxine and Steve. He wanted to give them a call, but he turned off his phone just in case he needs it for an emergency. They have limited power right now, so he had to save his phone�s battery. Joseph was unpacking his lunch when someone knocked on his door.
�Come in.� He shouted as he took his first bite.
�Hi, Dr. Brave. I think we have an emergency.� Mrs. Daniels said.
�What is it?� Joseph said calmly.
�I went to Dr. Ames� clinic to return his cup, but all his stuff are gone.� Mrs. Daniels said in surprise.
�He�s on leave for a week,� Joseph responded.
�But I saw this on his desk.� Mrs. Daniels handed out a letter to Joseph with his name on it.
�Thank you, Mrs. Daniels.� Joseph was curious about the letter, but he tried to remain calm. He opened the note as soon as he finished his lunch.
�Dear Dr. Brave,
I know I told you that I would stay, but circumstances with my wife have been out of hand. As much as I wanted to stay, I�m afraid that she can�t fight her depression in this town. We had to move and give my wife the chance to live peacefully.
Sorry to disappoint you and others, but I hope to see you again, Doctor Brave. Please take care of yourself, and think about your safety.
Sincerely,
Dr. Tommy Ames�
First, it was Dr. Carlton, then Dr. Ames, and now he can�t reach Dr. Steve. Joseph didn�t know what to feel. He decided to deliver the message to Mr. Jobs, but there was another knock on his door.
�Joseph! Joseph!� Someone behind the door was shouting. It was a familiar voice, so Joseph hurried to open the door.
�Steve!� Joseph said in surprise.
�My goodness! Where have you been? You scared the hell out of me!� Joseph continued.
�Very long story, Joseph. I�ve been through all kinds of hell. Haven�t eaten in days, do you have extra food and water?� Steve said in a weak voice.
�Come inside.�
Steve drank lots of water and opened Joseph�s extra meal.
�We can ask Mrs. Daniels if you need more.� Joseph offered Steve who looked so famished.
�Thank you, but these are fine,� Steve said.
�Joseph, some bad men almost kidnapped me.� Steve continued eating while talking.
�What?!� Joseph almost shouted.
�It was around three in the morning. I decided to take a break and breathe in some fresh air. I walked out of the hospital near the parking area. Then all of a sudden, a man pointed a knife at my throat.� Steve stopped as he remembered the pain.
�He took my phone and threatened me to cut my neck if I shout. I remained calm as much as possible.� He continued.
�He dragged me to a van with a pregnant lady, a young kid and another man on his mid-twenties. There were two more of his accomplice waiting outside the van.�
�They are a group that kidnaps people and uses them as their sex slaves, hostages. And if they lack in supplies, they will kill their victims, and eat them. Must be one of those Islamic-inspired groups.� Steve said while Joseph can�t believe that people can now eat other people. Then Steve continued telling his story to Joseph.
The intruders started the car, and Steve knew that he has to do something. Steve observed the three men and looked at the other victim man. The intruder who pointed a knife at his throat was in the first row of the van. The second intruder was driving, while the third one was sleeping. After an hour and a half of driving, Steve looked at the other victim man and raised his eyebrow as a sign to begin their plan.
Steve pulled the handgun of the first intruder quickly as he could and pointed it at the head of the first intruder. Steve took the other rifle and gave it to the other man victim.
�Stop the car, or I�ll blow his head!� Steve shouted. The other two were looking at the rear mirror. Steve fired a shot on the intruder�s right foot.
�Aaaaaaaa! Stop the car!� The first intruder shouted. Steve opened the door and used the intruder as a bait.
All of the victims went down the van quickly when the other two intruders took shots. The victims hide behind the car, while the other two intruders were at the front.
�I�ll kill your friend if you don�t let us go!� Steve shouted, but there were other gunshots. The man victim quietly walked on the left side of the van, and in one snap he took a shot that killed the intruder who drove the car.
The first intruder kicked Steve in the groin. They fought for the gun�s possession for several minutes. The intruder pointed the gun at Steve�s chest, but Steve used all his strength to reverse the situation and aimed it at the intruder�s mid-section, then pulled the trigger. Then there was another gunshot, but this time the man victim died.
�Stay low,� Steve said to the pregnant woman and the kid.
�Mister� Mister�� The pregnant woman said weakly.
�What?� Steve saw the blood flowing on the woman�s legs.
�Are you on labor?!� Steve said in surprise. He knew he needed to kill the intruder first before he can help the woman, or they will all die.
�Breathe woman. Help her to lie down.� He instructed the kid, then there was another gunshot.
�Son of a bitch!� Steve cursed. With the presence of mind, he lied face down and saw the intruder�s feet. He aimed for both legs. The intruder fell to the ground while shouting in pain, but Steve showed no mercy. In one more shot, he hit the intruder�s head.
�That�s for making our lives miserable,� Steve said.
�HELP! Baby�s coming!� The pregnant woman shouted.
�Lady, I am Dr. Steve of Southcrest Community Hospital. I am a General Doctor and Anesthesiologist, but I�ll do everything to help you and your baby.� Steve removed his coat and covered it to the woman�s legs. Fortunately, the baby�s head is now visible in the birth canal, so all he needed was to help the woman push her baby out.
�Young boy, can you support her head?� Steve said in a calm voice. Fortunately, the young boy has enough strength to help him.
�Perfect. Now, Push Lady! PUSH!� The pregnant woman pushed several times.
�Breathe. Inhale, exhale. One more, Lady. One big push on three!� Steve said.
�One, two, three. PUSH!� Steve ordered. The pregnant woman pushed with all her strength. Then a baby started crying. Steve slapped the baby�s butt, then the woman smiled and was relieved that her baby is alive. She thanked Steve but fell asleep right away.
�Stay there, young man.� Steve scanned the van and searched for something useful. Fortunately, there were two blankets and a plastic bag. Steve pulled out a Swiss knife out of his pocket. It�s not the proper tool, but he has to cut the umbilical cord. He used the scissor knife and sliced the portion carefully.
Steve placed the umbilical cord in the bag immediately for further inspection. Then he covered the baby with a blanket. He still had his presence of mind and recorded the time and date of the baby�s birth on the plastic bag.
�Do you know the woman�s name?� Steve asked the young boy, but he shook his head.
�Can you hold a baby?� Steve asked the young boy again.
�Yes, I have a baby brother.� The young boy said with an innocent voice.
�Please hold this for the lady, and let�s all go inside the car.� Steve covered the woman with another blanket and carried her to the van
�Are alright young boy?� Steve asked the kid.
�Yea, I just want to be home.�
�We�ll go home now,� Steve assured the kid.
Steve started the engine, but it won�t start.
�Bullshit!� Steve muttered.
�Wait here, kid. Please keep the baby warm, and watch over her mother. Okay?� The kid nod.
Joseph was stunned with the events that have happened with his best friend.
�I thought we are going sooner, but I still had to fix that stupid van. It took me four hours regulating the engine. Then I had to drive the woman to the nearest hospital. It took us two hours because of the traffic. Then I found out that there was another riot. We needed to take other routes.�
�The ambulance conveyed the boy to his family, and I had to wait for more hours before I could finally go here because of the riots nearby,� Steve said.
�You need to get a rest, Steve. You had so much.� Joseph said because he saw how tired Steve was.
�For the meantime, I�ll go to Mr. Jobs and deliver the news.�
�What news?� Steve asked.
�Dr. Ames moved out of the town, and to discuss the power generator,� Joseph replied.
Walter, Nurse Janette, and Mrs. Daniels were watching the news at the cafeteria. They saw the flash report about the Marauders demands.
�The Government had privately arranged a meeting with the Marauders to talk about their demands. Senator Forbes was said to be in-charge of the talk with the Islamic Leader. According to the reports, the Government wanted to have a peace talk, but the Marauders refused until the Government grants their demands. They wanted the Government to give all its wealth and a position in the Administration. However, the State has been clear that the interests are unfavorable and that there�s no possibility to give it to the Marauders.� The reporter said.
�There�s no way that the Government should give in to their requests.� Nurse Janette said.
�If they ever agree, my group at the militia are willing to fight to Government,� Walter said the bravely.
�O, God. I hope that we still have a bright future ahead of us.� Mrs. Daniels said.
Joseph knocked on the door of Mr. Jobs office, but there was no response. After several tries, he decided to enter the office. He thought that Mr. Jobs was sleeping on his desk.
�Mr. Jobs? I have some news for you.� But Mr. Jobs wasn�t moving.
Joseph lifted Mr. Jobs shoulder, but he was surprised to see that Mr. Jobs was lifeless. He checked his pulse hoping that he can save Mr. Jobs, but it�s gone. He still tried to give him chest compressions, but Joseph thought that he�s already late. Joseph believed that Mr. Jobs suffered Heart Attack due to stress. He was in deep thoughts, and haven�t slept for the past few days. Joseph checked Mr. Jobs phone to call her wife, but he was surprised with what he saw on the screen.
It was a text message from her son that Mrs. Jobs died because of an intruder that went inside their house. Mrs. Jobs was all alone and was helpless to defend herself. The intruder stabbed Mrs. Jobs twice in the abdomen, thrice in the neck and one on the head. Joseph was surprised with the brutality of the intruder.
Joseph nestled Mr. Jobs and hurriedly went down to bring his body to the Morgue. However, the lights started to flicker as soon as they went out of the office. After a few walks in the hallway, the lights turned off, and it was dark for Joseph to walk. He pushed himself and used his senses and familiarity to go to the Morgue of the hospital. Joseph had to use the staircase because he knew that their generator was finally out of the engine. He successfully brought Mr. Jobs dead body at the Morgue. Then Joseph remembered his patients. He hurried back to his clinic and called Steve.
�Steve! Sorry to bother your rest, but we have an emergency.� Joseph said.
�What?� Steve asked.
�The generator is out. We have to check the patients.� Joseph said.
They grabbed some flashlights and ran out of the clinic.
�What�s the plan?� Steve asked.
�I�ll go at the ICU, and you do the rounds,� Joseph said.
�Copy that,� Steve said.
�Doctor Brave!� Walter shouted.
�Walter! Just in time. Please, can you help Dr. Steve do the rounds and make sure that the patients are alright? Calm them and explain the situation. Has anyone checked the generator?� Joseph said.
�Yes. Jay went down already.� Walter replied.
Jay White and other remaining maintenance men tried to fix the generator. Fortunately, they were able to come it to life with their remaining Diesel gas and water supplies.
Joseph, Steve, and Walter successfully finished their rounds. Luckily, patients were okay, but some were in shock. They all went down to check the generator and ask the status.
�That should give us energy for two more days,� Jay said in dismayed.
�Yea, it�s the last we�ve got.� One of the maintenance man stated.
�Then what are we gonna do next?� Steve asked.
�It�s either we hunt for supplies, or we move out of this place.� Jay White replied.

CHAPTER NINE

WASHINGTON. April 14, 2014.

�Good morning, Madam Vice President. All of the Cabinet Members are now ready.� Her Secretary said in a low voice. The Vice President didn�t respond, but she sighed deeply and made her way to the Closed Door Cabinet Meeting. She�s been busy the past few days reading reports, and now is the time to take action. The longer they wait, the harder it is for the Government to solve other issues.
Everyone was already waiting when she came in the West Wing of the White House. She entered the room, shut the door and sat to the Vice President�s chair.
�Good morning, everyone. Sorry to keep you waiting. Let�s do this meeting quick as I assure you that we�ll be doing a lot of paperwork then after.� The Vice President said in a very severe tone.
�After reading your reports, weighing the country�s current situation and hearing the unrealistic demands of the Islamic Groups. It came to my mind that I need to implement action to save and protect this country and its people.� She continued.
�With the slow widespread of war and riots between the Islamic Coalition, rebels and the people of this country, I will declare Martial Law.�
Chattering voice started. Some Cabinet members agreed while others are complaining. All of them are now talking to the Vice President.
�But Madam Vice President, is it inevitable? People will never like the idea, and it might send them a wrong message.� Senator Forbes was upset.
�With all due respect, Senator Forbes, don�t you think you�re crossing lines? The Vice President has already made up her mind.� Senator Colette said.
�There must be another solution! If we declare Martial Law, people might become more violent than they are right now!� Senator Forbes said in a concerned tone.
�Aren�t we supposed to lower our international debts, and start providing people more jobs so they can stop killing people?� Another Cabinet member said.
�It�s not enough. We still have high inflation rates. Even if we give people jobs, we still have a higher price for the commodities. We have to bring back investors, but they are now afraid to come because of the violence.� Another senator said.
�It�s not as if that we haven�t tried that. The root problem is that people are now disrespectful of the Government. They won�t listen, and they aren�t afraid of killing people. It�s not just a disciplinary action, rather protection to preserve our country. We need the help of the Militia to reinforce peace.� The Senator who first proposed Martial Law said.
�We need to control them. The situation is slowly getting out of hand. How can we resolve other matters, if our people start killing one another? I�m afraid that one day our security defense might be outnumbered by those rebels, and this country will forever be a battleground. We still have innocent people to protect.� The Vice President said.
Everyone remained silent momentarily after a heated argument.
�I understand that some of you might agree or not, but I�ve made up my mind. I know that it would be different after I declare Martial Law. My life might even be at risk, but who else cares? We have sworn to protect our people and this country. We�ll do whatever it takes to stop those people who interfere with the Government�s aspirations. We need to put an end to this drought and aim for a better future.� The Vice President strongly said.
�What�s the scope?� Senator Forbes asked even if he still disapproves of the Vice President�s decision.
�Martial Law is effective immediately to most affected Urban Areas until the Militia declares that the situation is under control.�
The Cabinet Members discussed every detail of the Martial Law, and the Vice President made sure that they fully understand it. She immediately requested her secretary to call a press conference at exactly six in the evening. Vice President Ariana Marie ended the meeting to finalize the new Executive order and prepared to announce it to the public.
BREAKING NEWS! Vice President Ariana Marie Calls For An Emergency PressCon
�The White House has called for an emergency press conference to be held at the Palace at exactly six in the evening. The details of the publicity remains to be confidential, but the Government confirms that it�s vital for the country�s safety.� The news reporter said.
�Can�t help but wonder what�s all about?� Tony asked Grandpa Carmichael.
�Must be some precautions regarding the riot.� Grandpa Carmichael replied.
�I don�t know, but I have a bad feeling about it.� Grandma Carmichael inserted their conversation.
�Is there anything worse than the widespread riots and killings?� Tony said sarcastically.
�Let�s just wait for the Government�s announcement,� Rashida responded.
Maxine was listening to the news, and to her family�s conversation while holding her phone. She�s still hoping that Joseph would call. Maxine expects to hear the worse about the announcement as she also has presentiment the moment she heard that the Government is very private about it.
Joseph and other medical staffs were also waiting for the news in the cafeteria. Since the electricity went out, they�ve been strict with the use of the power. They�d watch TV during lunch and dinner breaks only. It�s fifteen minutes before six in the evening, and everyone was so curious about the announcement.
�I�ve never seen the Vice President into any press conference.� Jay White said.
�Yea. It has always been the Speaker of the house who made the announcements.� Mrs. Daniels said.
�Must be a real thing,� Steve said, while Joseph was quietly eating his dinner.
Joseph decided to call Maxine just to let her know that he�s alright. He opened his phone and dialed his wife�s number.
�Hello? Joseph?� Maxine immediately answered on the other line.
�Maxine��
�Why you didn�t call for days? Are you alright?� Maxine interrupted Joseph.
�Yea. I am so sorry to keep you waiting. We are now using generators and had to preserve my phone�s battery for emergency purposes. Please don�t worry I am okay. How�s everything in there? The kids?� Joseph asked.
�We�re okay, at least for now. The kids are now talking, and they�re getting better after the incident.� Maxine updated Joseph.
�That�s a relief. Sweetie, I have to go. I don�t want to empty my cell.� Joseph said.
�I understand. Please take care. I love you.�
�I will, and you too. Love you always.� Joseph hung up and went back on the news.
At precisely six in the afternoon, Vice President Ariana Marie is now ready for the press conference. She�s now sitting in front of a camera, with various microphones from different stations. The logo of the US Government and the flag of USA were on the back. The man behind the camera gave a thumbs up to the Vice President as a sign that they are now live.
�To my fellow countrymen of the United States of America, Good evening. The recent turn of events in our country has brought severe changes to everyone�s lives. The Government is fully aware of every appallingly tragic incident that has been happening around the country. Terrorism, killings, and bombings took the lives of innocent people, and I will never tolerate such act of destruction. I am speaking in front of you to let you know that the Government will fight those people who are above the law.� The Vice President said as her opening remarks.
�The Government has never given up serving the country and protecting its people. I will never give in to the demands of any Islamic groups, nor I�ll never deal with any rebels. We will fight until this nation regains peace and harmony.� She continued.
�With all the series of unfortunate circumstances, I, Ariana Marie, Vice President of the United States of America, herewith, proclaim Martial Law with the power vested in me by the Constitution and laws effectively today. It is not an act of war, but an ordinance to preserve and protect my country.�
�The Martial Law, however, is only applicable to all Urban areas of the United States of America as of the time of speaking. Whereas the land, air and naval forces of the United States has the power to suppress all kinds of rebellion and mutiny for six months or until such time when peace and harmony are attainable.�
�Whereas I authorize the suspension of the Writ of Habeas Corpus in all areas with the jurisdiction of the Martial Law. Whereas the Militia Forces of the United States are now actively in service against all citizens who will defy the law.�
�Whereas the Government has the right to confiscate any supplies of its people whenever needed. Anyone who would refuse would receive a punishment.�
�Whereas all public servants including retired officials, doctors, nurses, teachers and alike are required to call on duty effective immediately.�
�I have now fully declared Martial Law on behalf of the President. Signed at the Washington City, White House, on this 14th day of April, in the year of our good Lord 2014. God bless America.� Vice President Ariana Marie ended her announcement that took her about twenty minutes.
The Vice President�s Martial Law proclamation earned several opinions from her critics to her supporters. She didn�t care as it is what she believes is the Government�s last resort to bring back peace. She immediately returned to her office. The Vice President is now giving the power and final instructions to the generals of the Army, Navy, and the Air Force.
However, the rebels have quickly spread the riot overnight. There was another bombing near the White House just four hours after the Martial Law declaration. The Marauders members in Los Angeles attacked innocent people, killed those who don�t practice Islam, burned down houses and establishments, and quickly took over the City Hall. They waved and built the Marauder flag, and torn the US flag into pieces.
Rioters in Memphis have also started taking shots. The Marine guards were trying to hold their positions. They forced people to leave the area for their safety. At Southcrest Mississippi, rioters have also arrived trying to hide from the Army. They�ve started entering empty houses to gather supplies. The riots permeate rapidly even before the military had a chance to defend.
It seemed that the Marauders knew that Martial Law is bound to happen. The Vice President announced a State of Emergency in Los Angeles, and Memphis. She ordered for immediate back up to regain Los Angeles from the hands of the Marauder members. Vice President Ariana Marie knew it�s war, but it was just the beginning.
The next morning, the battle continues at Los Angeles. The Military and the rebels are exchanging shots. They have successfully helped people move out of the city and bring in to the nearest evacuation centers. The Military has been quick in responding, and they still have the number against the Marauder fighters. The Air Force was also doing some airstrikes.
The first twenty-four hours were crucial because there were some hostages and other people who didn�t want to leave the place. However, with just one day, the vibrant city of LA suddenly turned into a ghost town. Houses turned to ashes, bullets were everywhere, and dead bodies were around the area.
Maxine was silently watching the news about the attack of the Marauders in several places. Footage of the Military exchanging fires, bombings and the Marauder flag on top of the LA City Hall. Reports came in that the Governor was still in the City Hall as a hostage along with a priest and a pastor. Then Maxine saw Memphis bombings and the reports about Mississippi. She almost cried, but Grandma Carmichael who sits beside her comforted her.
�Shhh. Joseph will be fine, Max.� She assured Maxine.
�What if the rioters start to take over the place like what they did in LA?� Maxine cried.
�Let�s keep on praying. Joseph is a man of faith. I�m sure he wants you to keep your faith, too,� Grandma Carmichael said.
�Mom� Is that near our place?� Bob said from behind.
Maxine was surprised because she didn�t want to hear any of his sons about the news. However, they were standing there since the start of the report.
�Is daddy fine? Has he called, yet? Mommy, I want to talk to him.� The youngest son asked innocently.
Maxine felt helpless. She didn�t know what to say, so she turned off the TV and walked near his two sons.
�Daddy is alright. In fact, he just called earlier. He didn�t want us to be worried.� She assured her kids.
�How long, Mom? When will he follow here?� Bobby asked then tears started falling his.
Maxine didn�t know what to answer.
�Daddy will be okay because he made a promise. Your Daddy always does what he promised, right?� All Maxine could do was to wipe their tears and hugged them.

CHAPTER TEN

It has been three days since the declaration of Martial Law. The Executive Order 12502 was handed down to the Secretary of Defense immediately after the Vice President�s had her immense announcement. Consequently, it went down to the chain of command across all Army Bases in the United States. It contained everything that the Vice President said on her Press Conference. However, it has been an issue to gather the troops because of the blackout. Electricity, Communication, and Transportation have been part of the struggle in some areas.
The Army and the Air Force are still battling in Los Angeles against the Marauder Members. They haven�t recovered the place, and things started to get worse because there were no electricity and communication. The Government and other countries have also sent help and relief goods for the evacuees.
In an interview, the Army General estimated that there were seventy men sent by the Marauders Leader to attack Los Angeles. They�ve been strict for the media to cover the disaster as it is not safe to enter the war zone. However, once in a while they give updates about the current situation.
�We believe that it�s just a part of their propaganda to impose a threat to the Government. The Marauders have millions to billions of supporters, but we�ll continue fighting. We have enough brave men.� The General assured the public.
�General, do we have a timetable of when we will regain Los Angeles?� The reporter asked.
�That�s difficult to tell. From an estimate of seventy rebels, we believe that we have killed fifty-two of them, but we have also lost a lot of soldiers.� The General said in complete dismay.
�We are declaring three-fourths of LA is free. However, we still don�t allow people to go back to their houses. There are still a few of them hiding inside their homes, and we are trying our best to help them out.� The General replied.
�One last question, General. What�s the status of the hostages?� The reporter asked again.
�It�s risky for the hostages, and there are still snipers in the area. We�ve got the numbers, but we have to be careful of rescuing them.� The General replied.
At dawn, moments after the interview, the Army decided to infiltrate the City hall. They are now aiming to go near the City hall and save the hostages. They received a report that the rebels are less in number. They planned things accurately, and positioned in five snipers around the City hall, while the other troops are enforcing on the ground.
�Charlie One, report your position.� The General said.
�East of the City hall. I can see the hostages through the windows of the Office of the Governor.� One of the snipers said.
�There are how many of them?�
�Four. The Governor, his secretary, and two more.� The sniper replied.
�Must be the priest and the pastor. Hold your position. Let�s do these men before the sunrise appears.� The General said.
The General put his hand on the air and gestured his signal to enter the City hall. The first group went to the west wing of the City Hall. They quickly positioned themselves and hid on the tables. The leader of the group surveyed the area and signed four on his fingers. There were four rebels, and the Army simultaneously fired on them. It was an easy shot as the guns of the Army has silencers.
�West wing, all clear!� The Leader said after he surveyed the area again.
�Nice one. Hold your positions.� The General said.
�Bravo Two, reporting. Three Snipers spotted.� The Army�s second sniper said.
�What�s their position? Over.� The General responded.
�Rebel sniper on top of the City hall. The other on the west roof, and one on the east.�
�Charlie One and Delta Five, focus on the hostages. Bravo Two aim the top, Zulu Three shut the sniper on the west, and Tango Four aim for the east. Shoot to kill. I repeat, shoot to kill.� The General ordered their snipers.
�Roger that.� All the Army snipers responded. In one pull of the trigger, they all aimed for the head. Their movements were so precise because one mistake can ruin their plans.
�Men down.� Bravo Two said.
The second Army troop entered from the back of the City hall. The group leader surveyed the area. He raised his five fingers as he saw five rebels. Fortunately, four of them were sleeping. The leader held his hand high, to stop his men. He quietly approached the rebel who�s awake. The Group leader grabbed the rebel�s neck and choked him to death. He instructed his men to hide and position themselves behind the stairs and the tables. Then the leader gave a sign to fire the four rebels.
�South of the hall, all clear.� The leader reported to the General.
Then the General�s group went in the east of the building, but the rebels were already in position. The rebels immediately fired the Army, and one of them got hit on the arm. The army lied on the ground and hid under the staircase. The General surveyed the floor and saw that there were just three rebels. He raised his three fingers and instructed his men to where they will shoot. They pulled their triggers in sync, then the rebels� blood was flowing on the floor.
�Clear!� The General said. Then they moved up to the Governor�s office.
�Charlie One, we�re moving up. What�s the situation?� The General said, but there was no response.
The Army is approaching the Governor�s office while other troops were protecting the grounds. The General held his hand on the air with fist closed.
�Delta Five, are you there? Over.� The General asked again.
�General.� Delta Five said.
�What�s the status inside?�
�They knew they are under attack. We have the numbers as there are just four rebels inside. But all hostages have a gun on their head. The Governor has a bomb on his body.�
�Hold your fire. We�ll go in.� The General invaded the Governor�s office with another Army officer.
Charlie One knew someone was coming from his back. As he turned his head, a rebel punched him in the face. It was so hard that he felt dizzy, and gave his blood on his lower lip.
�That�s the best you�ve got?� Charlie One said as he split the blood and shook his head. The rebel pulled a knife from his waist.
�Bring it on, bitch.� Charlie One challenged.
The rebel ran towards him and tried to stab the sniper sideways. The sniper blocked his hand, punched the rebel�s stomach and kicked his groin. The rebel fell back on his back. As the sniper ran over him to hit his face, the rebel rolled to the other side and pushed Charlie One away from him. They both stood up on their fighting stance.
�Let�s finish soon. I�ve got lives to save.� Charlie One challenged the rebel. This time, Charlie One ran towards the rebel. The sniper pulled out his knife and tried to stab it on the rebel�s chest. The sniper was fast, but the rebel dodged every hit. The rebel punched Charlie One, but he grabbed his hand and twisted his arm. Charlie one pointed the knife at the rebel�s throat.
�Last words? Because you are dead.� Charlie One threatened the rebel. Then he thrust the knife on the rebel�s throat and pushed him away.
�Stop this already.� The General said soon as they entered the Governor�s office.
�Drop your guns, or I�ll blow this place.� The rebel showed the remote of the bomb.
�Will you surrender, or you wish to die?� The General strongly said.
�It�s just one of the many General. You should know better.� The rebel laughed while the hostages are crying. The General wanted to fire his gun, but their other sniper is still not responding.
�I�ve got my aim to the rebel holding the pastor.� Delta Five spoke through their in-ears. The General aimed the rebel holding the Governor, while the soldier had his rifle at the rebel taking the secretary. He knew he has to make a choice. The bomb is counting down, and there were three more minutes before it blows.
�Charlie One, reporting in. Sorry for the delay, General. I�ve had a visitor.� The General smiled in relief.
�Save the priest.� the General muttered to Charlie One.
�I gave you a chance to stay alive, but you blew it.� The General said boldly.
�FIRE!� The General shouted, and in a split second, there were gunshots at one time. The hostages closed their eyes as blood splashed all over the Governor�s office.
�Get the other hostages out. Call the bomb expert! Hurry!� The General checked the bombed, but he has no idea how to diffuse it.
�Can we just remove it?� The Governor asked in a weak voice.
�We can�t. It�ll explode. Please, stay with us.� The General said, then the Bomb Expert came in with two minutes left on the bomb�s timer.
�It�s a computer-operated bomb. There�s no way we can diffuse it. We need the chip.� The bomb expert said.
�What?! What chip?� The General was irritated.
�It is programmed to blow up. And I can�t stop it unless we find the chip.�
�I saw them threw it away. Just leave me here.� The governor said as he lost hope.
�No! Can�t you hack it? At least try!� The General begged in desperate.
�Look for a chip!� The general ordered his men, but it was difficult to see in the dark.
The bomb expert started to type in some codes, but it was denied. The Governor, The General, and the bomb expert were breathing hard with fifty-nine seconds left on the clock. At forty-six seconds, one of the troops shouted.
�I found a chip!� One of the Army men ran towards the Bomb expert.
With thirty seconds left the General instructed his men to abandon the area.
General sat beside the governor while the bomb expert still defusing the bomb. The bomb reached the last five seconds when the bomb expert pressed the enter button of the computer, but the timer didn�t stop.
�It was nice working with you, gentlemen.� The General said genuinely.
They all closed their eyes as the bomb reached zero, but it didn�t explode. After a few more seconds, they all smiled and immediately removed it to the Governor�s body.
The Army was able to defuse the bomb, and they regained the capital of Los Angeles again. After three days of battling, The Army announced that Los Angeles is free from the hands of Islamic Coalition group, but they still have to clear the area. It gave hope to other cities, but they know that it�s just the beginning.
Other Army Troops prioritized larger cities to prevent what happened in Los Angeles. They�ve been strict, yet careful that they don�t violate any human rights. Checkpoints were around every area, and they also started curfews. Some citizens felt safe while others were still affright.
At Memphis, the Army was able to control the situation. Some rebels got killed while others got captured with the hope of getting more details about the Coalition�s agenda. The arrival of the Militia to enforce peace in the urban areas have been effective so far. They were able to eliminate riots as they secure the area. However, rebels have started to move out. They moved to rural places to hide.
Back at the farm, Maxine and his family were having their breakfast when Tony saw someone standing outside the fence their farm.
�Who�s that?� Tony said aloud.
Everyone looked at the fence and saw a black man standing, with a woman and a kid.
�Should we let them in?� Grandma Carmichael asked.
�What if they are intruders?� Tony stated.
�What if they also need help?� Grandpa Carmichael replied.
�But dad we don�t know them. You�ve heard the news rioters are moving to the suburbs. Besides it�s not safe for the kids.� Tony insisted.
�Can�t you see he�s with a kid, too?� Grandpa Carmichael asnwered. The father and son always had clashed ideas. One of the many reasons why Tony left the farm.
Grandpa Carmichael stood up and went to greet their unexpected visitors. Grandma Carmichael and Maxine immediately followed. Tony rolled his eyes but still go after them.
�Stay here, watch over the kids.� Tony told to his wife.
�Hi, Good Morning,� Grandpa Carmichael asked politely.
�Good morning. Are you, Mr. Carmichael?� The black man asked.
�Yes, it�s me. What can I do for you?� Grandpa Carmichael questioned out of curiosity.
�Tony, is that you?� The black man said as he recognized Tony.
�Yea. Sorry, but I can�t seem to remember you.� Tony responded in surprise.
�We are neighbors back in Memphis. You are close to my uncle living next to your house. He died just a few days ago.� The black man answered.
�Oh, What happened?� Tony said plainly.
�I am his nephew, by the way. He died because the rebels attacked their house. We were about to move out of the town. When we were planning our itinerary, he gave me the address of your farm.�
�Why don�t you and your family come in?� Grandma Carmichael offered. Tony was still hesitant, but he has no choice to follow his parents.
Carmichael Family humbly offered their breakfast to the man and his family who looked so famished.
�Thank you for accepting us.� The black man said.
�You are welcome in here.� Grandma Carmichael responded with a smile.
�The situation in Memphis is slowly getting out of hand. The presence of the Militia is a relief, but we are so afraid of the killings especially with what happened in Los Angeles.� The black man explained.
Tony and Grandpa Carmichael were still arguing outside the house.
�Are you sure you want them to stay here?� Tony asked.
�He knows you, Tony.�
�But I don�t recognize him.�
�Why are you so cold-hearted? Is that how we raised you? Put yourself in their shoes.� Grandpa Carmichael asked. Tony didn�t speak.
�I am just concerned with our safety. That�s all.� Tony defended himself.
�But that doesn�t mean that you�ll be selfish.� Grandpa Carmichael said.
�I understand we are in a situation of survival, but always choose to help other people especially if they meant no harm. You�ll never know when you�ll need help.� Grandpa Carmichael continued.
�Mommy, is that guy a friend?� Bobby asked. Maxine understands that her son is hesitant to other people, especially after the hijacking incident. However, Maxine knew that she should teach them to trust again.
�Yes, Bobby. They are on our side. Just like us, a victim of the riot.� Maxine explained her sons.
�But what if they hurt us?� Bobby said in fear.
�No one will ever hurt you or your brother again. Mommy will never allow them.� Maxine assured her sons.
�I know it has been tough after the hijacking incident, but you have to learn to trust your instincts. The world will be a better place to live in again. Alright?� Maxine sons agreed, and it was a relief to see their sweet smiles.

CHAPTER ELEVEN

On the same day that Maxine and his family met a black man, more doctors have moved out of the Southcrest Community Hospital. The rioters have slowly invaded suburbs, and other medical staffs couldn�t risk their lives. However, they are more afraid that the Government will summon them, and force them to do their obligation. Waves of war and violence escalated in the area right after the Vice President declared Martial Law, and it�s still increasing day by day.
�Dr. Johnson. Where are you going?� Joseph said as he saw Dr. Johnson leaving his clinic with all his stuff.
It was six in the morning, but it was too dark inside the hospital. Dr. Johnson thought that it was the best time to leave as all doctors are busy, and no one can notice.
�I am leaving. Please, let me go.� Dr. Johnson said in despair.
�But why? What about your patients? Your obligations?� Joseph said calmly.
�Joseph, can�t you hear yourself? This hospital and this place are hopeless. Soon rioters will come, and all of us will die! Your beliefs won�t save you!� Dr. Johnson said furiously.
�We all have choices to make. And if staying to help other people means that I�d have to die, so be it. At least I have my integrity.� Joseph said.
�Where�s your family now, Dr. Brave? You have to wake up! The reality is that we�ll die if you choose to stay here. If you don�t want to leave, then fine. Just get out of my way.� Dr. Johnson was desperate and pointed a revolver gun to Joseph.
�I won�t stop you, Dr. Johnson. I hope that help finds you whenever you need them the most.� Joseph replied as he let Dr. Johnson pass the hallway. Little did Joseph know that other medical staffs at Southcrest Community Hospital have formed a union led by Doctor Johnson. The aim was to get other people out of the hospital who would fight against their will and defend the place.
The Diesel engine and water supply of the generator are now empty. Some Walter planned to gather supplies, but it was dangerous to go outside. The hospital that has been a sanctuary for everyone is now a place for hiding. Joseph, on the other hand, felt sorry for the patients. He was able to send other patients back home, but more of them died because of the problems in electricity. It was also painful for Steve and Nurse Janette to see patients slowly die because there�s no electricity to power their life supports. Fortunately, Denise had recovered, she still has a bandage on her hips, but she�s now part of the survivors.
Dr. Joseph Brave along with other remaining medical staffs are Dr. Steve, Nurse Janette, Walter, Nurse August from the ICU, Mrs. Daniels, Jay White, and Leanna, his wife, are all stranded in the hospital. There are other nurses on the other floors who decided to hold out the into the darkness. They have all gathered in the cafeteria.
�We have to make a plan, or we choose to wait for our death,� Walter said.
�Our food and water supplies are down.� Mrs. Daniels said.
�How can we go out? Armed men are surrounding the area.� Jay White replied.
Joseph just rubbed his head in disbelief.
�Walter, you think you can use your Army skills?� Joseph asked.
�I can shoot a gun. But we do not have any.� Walter said in dismay.
�Why are they surrounding the hospital, anyway?� Leanna asked.
�They must be hunting for foods and medicines,� Steve replied.
�It�s a matter of survival now, and we gotta keep moving,� Joseph said.
Joseph, Dr. Steve, Walter and Jay White drew out a plan. They�ve searched for anything inside the hospital and bring it to the cafeteria. The women tried to search for remaining foods, water, blankets, pillows and medicines. On the other hand, men looked for anything that they can use for self-defense. However, other medical survivors were also doing the same.
�Put it down, or I�ll blow your head.� Nurse Janette heard someone threatened her from her back. She slowly put the medicines and some foods on the table of the pantry. She turned around slowly, to see who�s the man. It was too dark for her to determine who was the culprit.
�Dr. David?� Nurse Janette said in surprise. Dr. David Harley is one of the attending doctors at the ER.
�Yes. Don�t you think our supplies are getting smaller for our number?� Dr. David smirked and pulled a gun.
�I just gave up the foods. It�s all yours, please don�t hurt me.� Nurse Janette begged.
�Who�s with you? Where do you hide?� Dr. David intimidated Nurse Janette, but she remained quiet.
�What do you want?! We are all survivors in here. Why are you doing this?� Nurse Janette almost cried.
�Because if I don�t, I will die.� Dr. David pulled Nurse Janette and pointed the gun at his head.
�Don�t shout! I�ll pull the trigger. Take me where you hide.� Nurse Janette had no choice, but to go to the cafeteria. She was so afraid and worried for her friends at the cafeteria.
On their way, Steve heard footsteps and a woman sobbing. He immediately hid on one of the corners of the hallway.
�I said shut up!� Dr. David whispered.
�Dr. David? Janette?� Steve said under his breath as footsteps came closer to him.
Dr. David and Janette passed the corner where Steve was hiding. He saw the gun pointed on Janette�s head and Dr. David�s other arm around her neck. Steve was shocked, but he knew right away that something was not right. Steve followed them quietly and hit Dr. David on the back of his head with a policeman�s club. Dr. David fell to the ground, but Steve didn�t stop. He continued smashing Dr. David�s head until there was blood on the floor.
�Steve! Enough! His dead!� Nurse Janette cried as he stopped Steve.
�Are you alright? What happened?� Steve cupped Nurse Janette face and checked on her.
�He�s also looking for supplies. He�s desperate. He wanted to kill me, and the others for him to be alive.� Nurse Janette said in fear.
�Come on. Let�s go back.� Steve hugged her to give her comfort.
After two hours of a scavenger hunt, everybody returned to the cafeteria. They were able to get four handguns, two rifles, knives, walkie-talkies and some extra bullets. Steve also told his group what had happened between Nurse Janette and Dr. David. All of them were shocked. Nurse Janette was still traumatized.
�At least we know that there are others in this hospital,� Walter said.
�We have to be extra careful,� Jay said as he held his wife�s hand.
�They are just like us, survivors. But they are willing to kill other people for survival.� Joseph said as they put the weapons on one of the tables.
�Where did you get those weapons?� Nurse Janette asked in surprise
�From the guards. Found them dead just near the entrances.� Walter said.
�What if someone has also entered the hospital?� Mrs. Daniels was terrified.
�Hopefully, none. We have locked the entrances. For now, let�s all stay here in the cafeteria, so we know that everyone is safe. Especially now that even our friends in the hospital can kill us.� Joseph said, and everyone agreed.
After the group have their lunch, Joseph wanted to call Maxine. However, he knew that his wife would be so worried about their current situation. He immediately dismissed the idea and went on with their plan. They were surveying the area from the emergency room, and no intruders were walking around.
�Water is our biggest concern as of the moment.� Dr. Steve said.
�We need to get through that convenience store just across the road,� Joseph pointed.
�I can run fast,� Walter said.
�I�m going with you.� Dr. Steve said as they each carried one big duffle bags.
�We�ll cover you from the emergency entrance. Come back here, whatever happens.� Joseph instructed as he and Jay held the rifle.
Joseph, Steve, Walter, and Jay searched the area one last time. There was no one, so they�ve decided to continue their plan. Walter and Steve put their handguns behind their pants and ran across the road as fast as they could. Walter quickly opened the convenience store while Steve covered him. All of a sudden, there were gunshots fired on where they were standing. Walter and Steve quickly ran inside the convenience store, while Joseph and Jay hid behind the emergency doors.
�Shit!� Walter said.
�How many of them, Joseph?� Steve talked through the walkie-talkie.
�Five. All have weapons. Grab everything that you can while we buy you some time.� Joseph said in a dangerous tone.
It was just five minutes of exchanged shots, but Walter and Steve were able to fill their bags with water and more foods.
�We have supplies. Now, how are we going to get out?� Walter said.
�They�re coming!� They both hide on the shelves.
The five armed men were getting closer to the convenience store when Joseph and Jay fired. They were able to hit one member on his hip, while the other on the arm. Two men ran behind the vending machine on the corner, while another immediately entered the store.
Steve looked at the convex security mirror and tried to fire back. He shot for another one, but Steve went out of bullets.
�What�s the matter? Out of fire?� The intruder laughed, and purposely fired the big refrigerators. Steve covered his face with his arm.
Steve and Walter were at the end of the last shelf. The intruder walked the aisle as he thought that it was just Steve inside the store. Steve and Walter looked at one another. Walter circled his index finger and Steve nod.
Walter quietly ran around the shelf where Steve was hiding. The armed man reached Steve and pointed his gun at his head.
�Gotcha!� The armed man was about to pull the trigger when Walter appeared seven feet beside the armed man.
�You wish,� Walter shouted and aimed for the intruder�s head.
The Armed man fell to the ground and bathed in his blood.
Joseph and Jay were still exchanging fires with the two men behind the vending machine.
�Steve. Still there?� Joseph said on his walkie-talkie.
�Still alive, brother,� Steve replied.
�There are two more men behind the vending machine, and I think the other two are still alive, but we had a shot on them and can�t move� Joseph reported.
�How the hell do we get out of here?!� Walter shouted on the walkie-talkie.
�I have a plan!� Jay shouted. Everybody agreed to Jay�s plan as if it was their last resort. It was risky, but they have no choice.
�Are you sure about this?� Joseph asked hesitantly.
�It�s the only option we have,� Jay replied shortly.
�Cover me. Now!� Jay ran on the ambulance as fast as he could.
He started the engine and aimed towards the vending machine. Walter and Steve were getting ready, while Joseph was covering them.
�This idea is insane!� Walter said to Steve as they watch the ambulance come their way.
Jay stepped on the gas. When he was in the middle of the road, he opened the door and jumped off the ambulance. Walter and Steve went out of the convenience store and ran back to the emergency door. Jay rolled over the road and immediately followed. The ambulance was approaching the vending machine when the other two armed men went out running. The car hit the vending machine, and it exploded.
Joseph fired on the two men, but he missed. Walter, Steve, and Jay successfully entered the emergency room, and Joseph shut the door quickly. The other two armed men fired gunshots on the door, but Joseph, Steve, Jay, and Walter hid behind the beds.
They got lucky escaping the culprits, but they were still shouting outside. The criminals attempted to break the emergency door, while Joseph and his group waited and aimed their guns. The intruders failed to open the door after several tries.
�We�re not yet over!� One of the intruders shouted.
Walter checked the window and saw the intruders are walking away.
�They�re gone for now.� Everyone sat on the floor while breathing hard.
Joseph, Steve, Walter, and Jay hurried back to the cafeteria after a few minutes of rest. Everyone was worried, and Joseph immediately puts first aid on Jay�s arm. He has wounds after jumping off the ambulance, while Nurse Janette cleaned the small pieces of broken crystals on Steve�s arm when the Armed man fired gunshots on the refrigerators.
�Thank God you�re all safe.� Mrs. Daniels said in relief.
�Dr. Brave, please drink this.� Denise offered a glass of water to Joseph soon as he finished cleaning Jay�s wounds.
�Thank you, Denise,� Joseph said as he smiled at her.
Joseph looked at Denise and felt pity. She�d lost her parents, and now she�s witnessing all these dilemmas. No kid deserves to be in this position. They are supposed to be in school fulfilling their dreams. The moment Denise lost her parents at the emergency room, Joseph felt connected to Denise. From then on, Joseph treated her like a real daughter. He decided that he�ll take Denise to their farm. He�s sure that Maxine and his sons would love the idea of having Denise as part of their family, but Joseph was just unsure of when and how.
�We have to make other plans. I�m sure they�ll come back for us.� Walter said. The men looked exhausted, but they agreed on Walter.
�And we have other survivors in this hospital, but we are unsure of their intentions. We never know they�re already planning to kill us.� Steve added.
�We have to move out of this place,� Joseph said aloud.

CHAPTER TWELVE

�We need a car that�ll take us away from the hospital,� Walter said.
�But the ambulance just exploded.� Jay White replied trying to give some humor.
�My car is too small for us,� Joseph added in disgust.
�We�ll all fit in with my car, and it�s near the entrance. The problem is I left the keys in my clinic,� Steve replied.
�Then we get it,� Walter said with determination.
�But it�s also dangerous even in the hospital. Other medical staff survivors are now killing other survivors.� Nurse Janette said in horror as she looked at Steve.
�We�ve just risked our lives to get those supplies. Is there anything else to be afraid? It�s either we die, or we fight.� Walter replied.
Joseph, Walter, Steve, and Jay picked their guns, knives, flashlights, and walkie-talkies. Steve handed a Glock Model 22 to Nurse Janette.
�I don�t know how to use a gun.� Nurse Janette stated.
�Aim and shoot. That simple.� Steve answered.
�I�m going with you.� Nurse Janette said to Steve with a concerned tone.
�Please stay here. Let�s stick to the plan.� Steve replied.
�But��
�I�ll be fine. We�ve just taken down five men, and killed��
Nurse Janette pulled Steve, tiptoed and kissed Steve before he could finish his sentence.
�Please, take care.� Nurse Janette whispered and hugged Steve who was in shock.
�I will,� Steve said as he hugged her, too.
�I want you to stay close, with Nurse Janette. Okay?� Joseph said to Denise.
�Please come back, Doctor. You�re my only family left.� Denise said innocently.
�I will, Denise. I�ll come back, and you�ll meet my sons soon.� Joseph smiled at her.
Mrs. Daniels packed their supplies as Jay White bid goodbye to his wife while Walter was preparing his weapons. The guys were about to leave the cafeteria when someone knocked on the door.
�Help!� Someone behind the door shouted. Everyone stepped back and was in fear. Walter walked towards the door unconsciously.
�Walter!� Jay tried to stop him.
�I think I know that voice,� Walter whispered on his breath.
Walter removed the lock of the cafeteria and Joseph followed him immediately. Walter opened the door, and he was surprised to see his wife.
�Victoria!� Walter said in surprise and hugged her.
�I followed you here because there are criminals surrounding our area. I tried to save our son, but they killed him. They took him away from me, and shoot him in the head.� Victoria cried.
�Hush.� Walter comforted his wife, but he was unable to say anything. Tears fell on his eyes, but he quickly swept it away.
�It�s not your fault. I�m sorry I wasn�t there. I�m sorry.� Walter and Victoria cried as Joseph, and other survivors were watching them in pain.
After a few moments, Joseph said that they have to go. Time is not on their side, and that rioters might take revenge anytime soon.
�Walter, you can stay here,� Steve said.
�Your wife needs you,� Joseph added. Walter looked at his wife.
�I am fine. You can go, and let�s get out of here.� Victoria assured Walter, but he was hesitant.
�I think I�d have to stay this time,� Walter said.
�Don�t worry. Joseph, Jay and I got this.� Steve assured Walter.
�Let�s stick to the plan. We�ll get Steve�s car keys then we�ll meet you at the front door.� Joseph reminded the group.
�See you outside,� Jay said, and they said goodbyes.
Joseph, Steve, and Jay went out of the cafeteria and hurried immediately to Dr. Steve�s clinic. It�s on the 5th floor of the hospital, so they had to go up three levels.
�Hey, you wanna play a game?� Jay announced trying to lift the mood.
�What?� Steve replied.
�Racing. Whoever wins, gets those chocolate bars we have from the store.� Everyone laughed.
�Game!� Joseph suddenly answered.
They all ran up to the stairs, and Jay was in first place. But as soon as he reached the hallway of the third floor, there were gunshots.
�Shit!� Steve muttered as they hid behind the wall of the staircase.
�You�re shot!� Joseph said to Jay as he tried to look behind the wall.
�Other survivors, but too many of them. Go upstairs, while I�ll cover you.� Jay ordered.
�What? No more another insane idea! You�re bleeding.� Joseph scolded him.
�We�ve gotta divert their attention, Joseph. I�ll run straight then you�ll go upstairs.� Jay slightly raised his voice.
�Let�s all go to my clinic and finish�� Steve replied.
�Then we�ll all die. You have to save others. They saw just me.� Jay demanded before Steve could finish his sentence.
�It�s a suicide,� Steve replied in disgust.
�Hey, I was leading the race. Give it to me as my prize.� Jay smiled as he tried to convince them.
�Get out of your cocoon!� One of the survivors shouted.
�Now!� Jay fired at the other survivors� direction and ran as the intruders followed him. Joseph and Steve looked at one another and ran upstairs.
Steve searched for his car keys, as they heard gunshots. They hurried back to help Jay, but he was already lying on the stairs, bathing his blood.
�Jay!� Joseph cried in surprise.
�You have to go now!� Jay replied in a dying voice.
�No! We�ll get you out of here!� Steve answered.
�We don�t have time. I can�t make it. Please take care of my wife. They�re coming again. Please go!� Jay responded was weak, and he slowly closed his eyes.
�We need to move.� Steve pulled Joseph.
�Janette?� Steve spoke through the walkie-talkies.
�Steve!� Nurse Janette responded.
�We�ve got the keys. We�ll meet you at the front door.� Steve said gasping.
Steve and Joseph went running, but other three more survivors followed after them. They were approaching near the front door, but they saw the criminals.
�Son of a bitch! The criminals!� Joseph shouted, then they hide at the front desk.
�Did they see us?� Steve asked.
�No idea,� Joseph replied. There were gunshots between the other survivors and the criminals, as they set the front door on fire.
�Fire! Hospital is on fire!� One of the survivors shouted, and they went back to the hospital.
Nurse Janette and others were ready to go out of the cafeteria when they heard from walkie-talkie again.
�Janette! Are you there?�
�Steve! We�re about to leave.� Walter get the walkie-talkie from Nurse Janette.
�Abort mission. The front door is on fire!� Steve answered.
�What?� Where do we go?� Walter was frustrated.
�Go back door! We�ll meet you there.� Steve replied.
The fire quickly spread in the hospital while Joseph, Steve, and their friends run for their lives. The criminals went into the hospital to search for them. As Walter and his group ran the hallway, the intruders were already there. They fired gunshots, and Mrs. Daniels got hit two times on the back. Walter wanted to return, but his wife stopped her as they will all die if he does so. They continued running on the other side of the hallway.
At the corner, an intruder grabbed Nurse August and cut his throat. Leanna White, on the other hand, tried to follow the group, but the fire was already approaching her. She didn�t have the strength to push, so she closed her eyes and waited to burn her body alive.
It was just Walter, Victoria, Nurse Janette and Denise. They were able to misdirect the criminals, but Denise had difficulty breathing because of the fire smoke. The fire scattered the hospital, and the intruders were still chasing their group.
�I can see the back door!� Walter yelled to his group. All of a sudden another gunshot came behind them.
�Walter!� Walter looked at Victoria who had a bleeding thigh. He immediately wrapped a handkerchief on Victoria�s legs to put in some pressure.
�Carry the kid! Continue running!� Walter said to Nurse Janette and Denise, then handed her the walkie-talkie.
�Contact Steve and Joseph. We�ll follow.� Walter added.
Walter hid in the corner of the hallway because the intruders are coming.
�We need to move. I�ll carry you.� Walter said to Victoria.
�You�ll slow down. You have to go.� Victoria cried.
�No! I am not going anywhere without you! We�ll get the hell out of here, and Joseph can operate you!� Walter was frustrated, but there was an explosion in the area, and the fire was critical. The criminals changed their route.
�Please. Don�t give up. Come on, get on my back.� Walter pleaded with his wife.
Nurse Janette and Denise reached the back door exit. She pressed the walkie-talkie the moment they stepped out of the hospital.
�Steve?�
�Janette! Are you all at the back door? We�re going around to get the car. We�ll fetch you there.�
�It�s just Denise and I. The group got separated because of the fire and the criminals.� Janette cried as she remembered what happened.
�Please don�t cry, everything will be alright.� Steve tried to calm her. Suddenly, an intruder pointed a gun at Nurse Janette back head.
Janette turned around and saw a hairless man with tattoos on his shoulders. He put his index finger on his lips to silence Nurse Janette. Tears fell on her eyes.
�Janette? Are you still there?� Steve said on the other line.
�I love you,� Janette muttered and turned off the walkie-talkie. Nurse Janette hid Denise behind her.
�Hi beautiful, going anywhere?� The intruder smirked at Nurse Janette.
�Please. Let us go.� Denise begged, but the intruder just laughed.
�Not after what your friends did with my troop.� The intruder said and aimed the gun at Nurse Janette. She kicked the intruder�s groin and tried to ran, but there was another gunshot. Nurse Janette fell on the ground as blood flowed on the ground. Denise shouted and cried aloud.
�You�re next little girl.� The intruder pointed the gun at Denise. Then there were other gunshots.
Walter carried Victoria and ran to the back door exit with all his strength. He was exhausted and panting. Then he saw a man standing in front of the door, pointing a gun at someone he can�t see. He immediately fired gunshots while running as fast as he could. Walter and Victoria was shocked to see Nurse Janette on the ground full of blood on her hip, while Denise was crying.
�Hush. Come on, Denise. We have to keep moving.� Walter said to the young girl. However, Denise wasn�t moving, won�t stop crying and there were more intruders running behind them. Walter grabbed the walkie-talkie and carried Denise as he carried Victoria on his back. They ran in the opposite direction and head towards the nearby parking area.
Joseph and Steve exchanged fire shots with the intruders in front of the front entrance. Fortunately, they were able to beat them down, but they�re almost out of ammo.
�Steve! Joseph! Where are you? We have to get out of here. The other part of the building will explode soon.� Walter said through the walkie-talkie.
�We�re at the north parking. Be ready anytime. Who�s with you?� Joseph said.
�It�s just Victoria and Denise. Janette�s dead.� Walter said with a heavy heart. Steve heard the news that almost made him stop walking.
�She�s dead?� Steve muttered.
�We gotta keep moving, Steve.� Steve was about to lose his senses, but there were other gunshots. They hid behind the posts.
�Joseph, take the keys,� Steve stated.
�What? No, we�ll get to the car.� Joseph replied.
�We won�t be able to make it if we take these men down. Our friends need the car.� Steve replied.
�Give me your gun. We need a diversion.� He added.
�Steve��
�Come on, brother. People are still waiting. I�ve got no family left, and Janette� is dead. You have yours to protect. Please say hi to Max and your two boys.� Steve wiped his tears, smiled and ran out of the post as he fired shots.
Joseph ran to Steve�s Black Cruiser, started the engine and stepped on the gas. He drove as fast as he could, but Steve was already lying on the ground. Joseph shouted angrily inside the car as he hit the intruders through the bumpers and turned the car around the hospital to pick the others.
The east portion of the building was slowly exploding with fire, so the criminals thought that all survivors are dead. To their surprise, a car went out of the fire and Walter was taking shots. Some of them jump off the road, while others died. Joseph drove at full speed towards to their subdivision. All of them were full of blood, dust, sweat, and tears. Their heart filled with mourning, anger, and pain with good friends that they�ve lost. However, they knew that they have to keep on moving to live and survive.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

At the farm, the Carmichael family still has their usual life somehow. The spring was in full bloom, and everyone is busy with their daily chores. Grandpa Carmichael and Tony were feeding the animals while the ladies were busy preparing their lunch in the kitchen. Bobby and his brother are playing. They still don�t get along with Ross and Vicky although they�ve been reaching out sometimes as Maxine�s request to be pleasant to their cousins.
Bobby hates Ross and Vicky because of their attitude. They�re spoiled brats, and they only want what�s beneficial for them. There was a time when Bobby and Ross almost hit one another. Ross shouted at Grandma Carmichael because she kept on telling stories to her Grandchildren that bored him. Bobby was so furious that he pushed Bobby, but Grandma Carmichael stopped him immediately.
�Don�t you ever shout at Grandma!� Bobby scolded Ross.
�Enough, Bobby.� Grandma Carmichael said calmly.
Bobby and Ross were furious at each other, and they never spoke since then.
The Smiths, the black family that they met, decided to leave the farm because they were shy to stay for too long.
�Are you sure you�re leaving?� Grandpa Carmichael asked Mr. Smith.
�Yes, Mr. Carmichael. Thank you so much for the warm welcome.� Mr. Smith replied and smiled genuinely.
�Where will you go after?� Grandma Carmichael inserted herself into the conversation.
�We�ll go to my Aunt�s house in New Orleans. We called her, and found out that my Uncle just died of heart attack.� Mrs. Smith said.
�Sorry to hear that. If you need anything, you�re free to come back here.� Grandpa Carmichael assured the Smiths.
�Here�s a few supplies that you can use while you travel. We�ve prepared some foods, water, and medicine for you.� Maxine handed a bag of supplies to the Smiths who were shocked.
�Thank you so much. It�s a big help.� Mrs. Smith was very grateful and bid their goodbyes.
�Please have a safe trip.� Grandma Carmichael reminded the Smiths.
Tony didn�t like the idea of sharing their supplies because it means less for them. He confronted his parents after the Smiths left the farm.
�Did we have to share our supplies? I mean, we have no idea until when this crisis would last.� Tony bawled.
�For God�s sake, Tony. They have to travel for hours, yet they have nothing. Don�t have a heart?� Grandpa Carmichael shouted.
�I lost my heart the moment you pushed me to join the Army!� Tony answered.
�Enough! Maxine, Rashida get your children to their rooms.� Grandma Carmichael ordered.
�What are you saying?� Grandpa Carmichael didn�t stop asking Tony.
�When I was young, you�d always push me to do things I didn�t like. Did you ask me what I want? Did you care about my goals? You never cared about me then now you�re feeding other people?� Tony said furiously.
�Tony, it�s not true. I always want the best for you and Maxine.� Grandpa Carmichael defended, but Tony smirked.
�I ran out of this farm because I wanted to get out of your shadow. I became a laughing stock at the Army. I wanted to have my life, but all you did was control me.� Tony cried and walked out of the house.
Grandpa Carmichael sat on the kitchen chair and looked at his wife.
�Did I create a demon�s heart?� He asked Grandma Carmichael.
�Talk to him. We�re family. I�m sure he�ll understand.�
The sun was setting, and Tony was feeding the animals when Grandpa Carmichael approached him.
�Hey, can we talk?� Grandpa Carmichael asked Tony, but he pretended to hear nothing.
�I�m sorry, Tony. I�m sorry if I pushed you too much. I�m sorry if I wasn�t a good father, but you and Maxine are my greatest gifts. Why didn�t you tell me?� Grandpa Carmichael asked Tony, as Tony sigh.
�I tried, but you were always at the Military service. You were busy with a lot of things.� Tony said as he fed the animals.
�I�d understand if you�re angry at me, but please forgive me, Tony. I made a lot of mistakes, but a father will always be a father. I wanted what�s the best for you that I had no idea that I was hurting you. Our values are what we are. Please don�t allow the dark past ruin your heart. We always have to do what is right for our family, and for other people.� Grandpa Carmichael reached for Tony�s shoulder and squeezed it.
�When was the last time we played soccer?� Grandpa Carmichael asked Tony as they wiped off their tears.
�It was like forever ago.� Tony laughed.
�You think you can beat me now?� Grandpa Carmichael teased.
�You�re too good at it, but I think my son can,� Tony replied and they both laugh.
�Ross and Vicky. I can see you through them, Tony. A total carbon copy.� Grandpa Carmichael and Tony smiled.
�Dad, I gotta admit. I spoiled them too much. I wanted to give them everything. All the love, support, and materials that I never had. But I didn�t see I was creating brats. And now I can�t even control them sometimes.� Tony confessed to his dad.
�Tony, now is always the time to make changes, perhaps?� Grandpa responded and smiled at Tony.
�How?� Tony wondered.
�Through there.� Grandpa Carmichael pointed on Tony�s chest.
�It�s always better to use our brain in making the right decisions, but don�t forget to listen to your heart. They�re your children, you should know them well. Every day is a chance for new beginnings.� Grandpa Carmichael continued.
Grandma Carmichael was delighted to see her husband and his son get along again. They even went to the town to buy more supplies and made sure that there are enough for them, and some extras in case other people ask for their help. People at the farm made sure that they are ready if the war spread on the area.
�Dad, you think the war will end? I�m tired of it.� Ross asked his dad, Tony.
�Of course, Ross. There�s always hope for everyone.� Tony replied to Ross and looked at Grandpa Carmichael who was already smiling at him.
Meanwhile, Joseph is driving to their house. The weather has gone wrong, and it started to rain heavy and sturdy winds blown. Walter sits at the back while assisting Victoria who�s still in pain, and Denise hasn�t talked yet.
�Hold on, Victoria. You�ll be fine. Joseph, you think they�ll follow us?� Walter asked Joseph.
�I don�t think so. Not with this bad weather. How�s Victoria?� Joseph knew he had to come back to his senses.
�She has a gunshot on her thigh. Can you operate her?� Walter asked desperately.
�How? I don�t have any equipment?� Joseph was in wary.
�I don�t know. Please help my wife.� Walter cried in despair.
�I am fine, honey. Let�s first arrive at Dr. Brave�s house safely. Denise needs to rest.� Victoria said in a weak voice, as they all looked at Denise who was looking out of nowhere.

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Before the sun alights, Joseph and his group have arrived at the main gate of their subdivision. To their surprise there were barriers, and barb wires near the main entrance. Joseph was peeping if there were other people in the area. It has been just days since he last slept at his home, but there were broken houses, unparked cars, and their subdivision seemed like a ghost town.
Joseph tried to break in the barriers, but armed people stopped them. They all pointed their armors to Steve�s car.
�Oh my God!� Victoria almost yelled.
Joseph turned off the engine and unlocked the car.
�What do you think you�re doing?� Walter asked Joseph.
�I think I know them. Stay here.� Joseph replied, then get off the car before Walter could even respond.
�I am Doctor Joseph Brave. I live here. I�ve got wounded friends, and we don�t mean any harm.� Joseph said as he raised his two hands in the air.
�Joseph? Put down your guns. He�s with us.� One of the armed men shouted and walked towards Joseph.
�Sorry, I didn�t recognize you, and your car.� Mr. Ashton Eaton, a retired colonel, said to Joseph. Joseph remembered Steve when he heard about the car. He sighed heavy before he could respond.
�Colonel Eaton, glad you�re there. Rioters attacked the hospital. Lots of my friends died. I�ve got a friend who�s wounded and a kid. We need to go in our house.� Joseph said in a gloomy tone.
�Go quickly. Please let us know if you need anything.� Mr. Eaton responded.
�Thank you, Colonel. You can convoy us.� Joseph immediately entered the car and drove to his house.
Joseph parked Steve�s car outside their house. Mr. Eaton and their neighbors helped in carrying Victoria at the living area.
�Denise, how are you feeling?� Joseph asked, but there was no response from her.
�Will you please do me a favor?� Joseph continued, but Denise just looked at him.
�Can you please stay to one of the rooms upstairs and get some sleep?� Joseph tried to convince Denise because he doesn�t want her to see any more issues with Victoria. Besides, Joseph knew that she�s traumatized, and needed some rest. Fortunately, Denise nodded, and Joseph immediately conveyed her to his sons� room.
Walter was shouting from the living area, and Joseph went downstairs right away.
�What happened?�
�She�s ill and weak, Joseph. We need to operate her soon. Please.� Walter pleaded with Joseph.
Joseph checked Victoria�s wound, but it�s difficult for him to verify what procedure to do because he has no tools or equipment with him.
�I know, Walter. But how can I remove the bullet if I don�t have the tools?� Joseph was dispirited.
�Can we go back to the surgery center and operate my wife?� Walter desperately suggested.
�You know it�s not safe. We almost died out there.� Joseph responded with fear.
�Joseph� my wife. I just lost my son. Please, not my wife.� Walter cried.
�You can�t go back there. You can�t risk your lives, again.� Mr. Eaton strongly disagreed.
Walter felt weak as he sat beside Victoria. Joseph followed, and he felt powerless.
�We�ll get what you need, instead.� Mr. Colonel stated. Walter�s eyes lighted.
�Are you sure?� Joseph asked.
�Yes. You�re doctors, and we need you the most at times like this. My men and I will go back to the surgery center, and get everything that you need.� Mr. Colonel answered, and his troops agreed.
�I�ll go with you. I am familiar with the equipment and the place. It would make it easier and faster. Joseph, please look after my wife.� Walter recommended.
Joseph knew he couldn�t stop his friend, so he just agreed.
After listing the supplies and pieces of equipment, Mr. Eaton, Walter, and seven other neighbors went back to the surgery center. It was near the burned portion of the hospital. The rain was still heavy, and it�s already past six in the evening. Mr. Eaton and his group saw the shreds of evidence of violence along the way. There were bullets, broken cars, and blood on the road that the rain washed.
�Holy shit.� One of the men muttered to himself.
�I didn�t know it was this dangerous. Is that the Southcrest Hospital?� The other man replied. Mr. Eaton and his men saw the burned half portion of the hospital. It has stopped from burning because of the rain, but it was still smoking.
Colonel Eaton and his group checked the area before entering the hospital. Fortunately, there were no intruders because of the weather. Walter was still terrified seeing the hospital again as he remembered their friends, but he has to do it for his wife. They immediately went in the unburned portion of the hospital. One man waited inside the car, as four men covered outside.
It was dark inside, but Walter was familiar with the place, so they were able to get into the surgery center promptly. They both grabbed everything on the list with some extras with the use of their flashlights.
�Colonel! can you carry this bag of supplies?� Walter asked Colonel Eaton.
�Definitely.� Colonel Eaton answered and smiled. Walter carried two large oxygen tanks.
�You know, I used to carry that kind of loads when I was young.� Colonel Eaton said with humor as he can see how tense Walter was. Walter managed to smile a little but still focused on saving his wife.
They were about to leave the area when they heard footsteps inside the surgery center. Colonel Eaton and Walter were alarmed and immediately raised their guns where the sound came.
�Who�s there?� Walter strongly asked.
�Please, don�t shoot.� A man appeared wearing a dirty hospital uniform and raised his hands on the air.
�I am an anesthetist. I�ve been here for days. No food and water. Please help me.� The nurse added in a weak voice.
�Colonel, what should we do?� Walter was afraid to approve because he doesn�t know who to trust anymore.
�He can help Joseph operate your wife, but make sure that you�re not one of the intruders. Or I�ll kill you.� Colonel Eaton threatened the nurse.
�Joseph? Dr. Joseph Brave? I�ve heard of him.� The nurse confirmed.
�Good. I am Mr. Ashton Eaton, a retired Colonel. He�s Walter, a medical doctor of this hospital. We have to go now. We need to save his wife.� Colonel Eaton ordered.
Walter gave the other oxygen tank to the nurse, and they hurried back to the car.

CHAPTER FIFTEEN

They hurried back to Joseph�s house with all the supplies. Everyone was wet because of the rain, but Walter didn�t care.
�Joseph! We�ve got everything for the surgery.� Steve announced soon as he entered the house.
�We�ve also got you an anesthetist. We found him hiding inside the surgery center. I�ve fed him along the way, so I�m sure he has the energy to help you. Right?� Colonel Eaton directed to the Nurse, and he agreed.
�Good. You�re familiar, but we need to work right now. I need lights. Please hold these flashlights for me. Steady as you can.� Joseph instructed Walter and the nurse.
�I also need everyone to get out of the room for the meantime,� Joseph ordered. Everybody does as their told and patiently waited outside Joseph�s house.
Joseph and the nurse sterilized all the tools, and their hands immediately. He checked Victoria�s heart, blood pressure, and put oxygen on her. Everything was stable, so he started the procedure. Joseph, Walter and the nurse wore face masks, nitrile gloves, and hospital uniforms. He injected anesthesia to Victoria veins who�s still sleeping because of severe weakness. The nurse grabbed the scalpel, handed it to Joseph, and he opened Victoria�s wound smoothly. Joseph looked for the bullet and checked if there are any arteries affected. Fortunately, the shot wasn�t deep, but its powder causes infection and weakness to Victoria.
Joseph grasped the tweezers, as he successfully removed the bullet. He rechecked the arteries to make sure that nothing got broke. Joseph then quilted and cleaned the wound properly. The nurse grabbed the roll of gauze, wrapped Victoria�s thigh and cut it with shears.
Joseph sighed deeply.
�She�s safe, but she has to rest.� Joseph declared as Walter smiled in relief.
�Thank you, Joseph.� Walter almost cried again.
�Good job, Doctor.� The nurse greeted Joseph.
�You�ve cried a thousand today, Walter. Go on, and take some rest. Let me handle my patient�s situation for tonight.� Joseph teased Walter, and they both smiled.
�I�ll help you, Doctor. I�d do anything to repay Walter for saving my life.� The nurse said.
�We�ll monitor her for the next twenty-four hours. Give her antibiotics through her Intravenous until she�s awake. Let�s take turns?� Joseph ordered the nurse.
�Copy that, Doctor.� The nurse replied.
Joseph went upstairs to check on Denise. It was a relief to see her sleeping, but a few minutes after he opened the door Denise started crying while asleep. Joseph immediately ran towards her.
�Denise? Wake up.� Joseph shook Denise body.
�No!� Denise screamed and woke up catching her breath.
�Hush. It�s a dream.� Joseph hugged Denise, but she started crying.
�It�s alright, Denise. Hush.� Joseph tapped the back of her head.
�I had a dream. My parents, Nurse Janette and you. You were all dead. Please don�t leave me, too.� Denise continued crying.
�I won�t. I had a promise, remember? I�ll take you to our farm, and my family will meet you. Stop crying, please.� Joseph wiped Denise�s tears, and that calmed her.
�My dad and my mom� I miss them, Doctor.�
�I know. I miss my family, too. But let�s not make their sacrifice turn into nothing. We have to keep on fighting for our lives so that our sacrifices harvest its fruit.� Joseph tried to calm Denise.
�Is there anything left for me out there?� Denise answered in a sad voice.
�Of course. There�s hope for everyone, but you have to believe.� Joseph smiled at Denise. He knows that it�s too much for an eight-year-old kid to lose her parents and witness people die before her eyes.
Joseph read a book to Denise to help her back to sleep. He always did it for his kids when they were young. Joseph moved downstairs soon as Denise fell asleep, still in disbelief that surgery happened in his house. He checked on Victoria who�s, as well as Walter.
�Do you want to take a rest?� Joseph asked the nurse.
�I�m okay, Doctor. I can take over until morning.� The nurse replied.
�Are you sure?� The nurse nod and smiled.
Joseph tried to sleep, but he can see Steve and Jay whenever he closed his eyes. Anger and rage filled his heart. He decided to drink a cup of coffee, and breathe some fresh air. The rain hasn�t stopped, and the night was dark. There were no post lights, and the stars were hiding behind the rain clouds. Joseph looked at the sky as he sipped his coffee.
�Doctor Brave, why are you still awake? Aren�t you tired of your day?� Colonel Eaton stood beside him.
�I can�t sleep. I tried, but I can only see my friends dying of the fire, and the bullets.� Joseph replied dryly.
�Sorry to hear about your loss.� Colonel Eaton said in pity.
�Colonel, I wonder if it�s all worth it,� Joseph asked as if he�s about to lose hope.
�Of course, Joseph. Think about your family.� Joseph looked at Colonel�s group who were gathering rainwater.
�What are they doing?� Joseph asked Colonel Eaton.
�Grabbing supplies. We�ve run out of foods and water.� Colonel Eaton responded in dismay.
�I think we gotta move, Colonel.� Joseph proposed.
�Colonel!� A man at his mid-twenties was shouting as he ran towards Joseph and Colonel Eaton. They looked at the man who was pulling a big trolley covered with a canvas.
�Colonel! I�ve found something that might be very useful for us.� The man said.
�What is it?� Colonel Eaton replied.
�A generator. I found it to one of the abandoned houses. It�s not stealing, right?� The man said in humor.
�It�s resourcefulness.� Colonel Eaton laughed.
�Joseph, do you mind if we checked it in your garage?�
�Please do. In fact, it�s a better idea if we all stick together in one house.� Joseph replied.
Colonel Eaton and his group checked the generator immediately.
�The generator can hold as for a day or two. Depends on how we consume the Diesel on it.� Colonel Eaton announced.
�What if we use the Diesel of the car?� A young man suggested.
�We�ll be needing that to get away from this place.� Colonel Eaton replied as he looked at Joseph.
�We�re leaving?� The man who brought the generator asked.
�Yea. With what happened at the Southcrest Hospital, it�s possible that the criminals are on their way any time soon.� Joseph said.
�Let�s run this thing, and bring this house to life.� Colonel Eaton ordered his group.
They have successfully connected the generator to the house power. Joseph, Colonel Eaton, and other men gathered at the kitchen to watch the evening news. They didn�t want to disturb Victoria and Walter who was still sleeping. Joseph also charged his phone.
There was news about the current condition of the President. He�s still unconscious, but his body responds to his medicines. Footages of riots from Mississippi, Memphis, Los Angeles and other parts of the US played on the screen. The camera even recorded violence between the militia and the rebels.
�Nothing new.� Colonel Eaton muttered to himself.
�I was hoping for something good.� One man said.
�Maybe we should turn it off. Just a waste.� Joseph suggested, but there was a flash report on the screen that shocked everyone.
BREAKING NEWS! SENATOR FORBES, KIDNAPPED
�Senator Forbes has been missing for a couple of days after the Martial Law declaration. The Vice President thought that he took absence without notice, as he wasn�t attending their meetings nor reporting to his office. However, his family went looking for him after forty-eight hours that he�s gone. The decision is questionable for the Police as a person should be declared missing after twenty-four hours of no contact. The police have been doing further investigations and search operation for Senator Forbes. Meanwhile, the Government is willing to give rewards to anyone who can identify the current location of the Senator.� The news anchor reported.
�O, my God. What now?� The nurse said who was quietly watching.
�Is he hiding? Is it another play?� One man said.
�I�ve worked with him. He�s not that guy who�ll hide.� Colonel Eaton was worried. Joseph was quietly listening to everyone, as he decided to call Maxine.
Joseph went to his room and dialed Maxine�s number immediately.
�Joseph?� Maxine replied on the other line.
�Max!� Joseph almost cried.
�How are you? I�ve heard about the hospital on the news� Please tell me you�re fine.�
�I�m okay. A lot of people died, but I�m okay. Steve, he died. And others.� Joseph broke down and cried.
�Hush, sweetie. It�s not your fault. Please stop crying.� Maxine also whined on the other line, but she kept it quiet. She felt how painful it was for Joseph to lost his best friend and his other friends.
�I�m sorry. The burden is too heavy I have to let it out. I wish you were here.� Joseph wiped his tears.
�I wanted to be there soon I found out about the hospital. I thought you were dead.� Maxine burst into tears.
�A lot of them sacrificed their lives for me,�
Joseph, Maxine, and his two sons spoke on the phone for thirty minutes. They talked about everything that has happened on the hospital, Colonel Eaton, Denise, The Smiths, Tony and his family.
�I love you both, sons. Please always listen to your mom, and be good to your cousins. Can I speak to your mom again?� Joseph smiled. It was a relief to hear his family�s voice.
�We love you too dad. Yea, we will.� Bobby and his brother laughed then passed the phone to Maxine.
�Sweetie, we�re planning to leave the area. You think your dad will allow my group to stay there?� Joseph asked Maxine.
�Of course. Everyone is welcome here.� Maxine replied.
�We�re coming, Sweetie. I have to go now, I�ll see you soon. I love you.� Joseph said.
�We�ve been waiting for you. I love you so much.� Maxine responded then both hang up.
Joseph felt easy after told his burdens to Maxine. He went back inside the house. Everyone was preparing to sleep, and he decided to take turns with the nurse. Joseph thought of a plan on how to bring his group to their farm safely. He consumed his time thinking about his friends, the hospital, his family, and his country.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Walter woke up at dawn and checked his wife. After a few minutes, Joseph also woke up from two-hour sleep. He saw Walter looking at Victoria who�s still asleep.
�She woke up last night, past twelve. She was hungry. I gave her some instant noodles.� Joseph smiled at Walter.
�Thank you so much, Joseph. I don�t know how to repay you.� Walter replied.
�Walter, there�s no need to compensate. Let�s keep on looking one another.� Joseph tapped Walter�s shoulder.
�Coffee?� Walter offered.
�Definitely. We�ll have a long day.� Joseph and Walter went to the kitchen where Colonel Eaton and the nurse were sitting.
�Good morning.� Colonel Eaton greeted the newcomers.
�Would you like some coffee, Doctors?� The nurse asked.
�Yes, please,� Joseph replied, and the nurse immediately prepared two cups.
�Colonel Eaton, we have to get out of this place sooner than later,� Joseph said.
�What�s the plan?� Walter asked.
�We have a farm. It�s where my family resides for the meantime. We can go there. It�s a long drive, so we have to keep our supplies enough for us. We don�t know what�s on our way.� Joseph replied.
�It might take longer because of the checkpoints. We have to reroute.� Colonel Eaton responded.
�What do you mean, Colonel?� The nurse inserted himself as he handed the coffee to Joseph and Walter.
�The new Executive Order summons all public servants even those retired ones, and those who left their service.� Colonel Eaton explained to everyone.
�Does it mean that the Government has the authority to recall everyone in public service? What if the militia stopped us along the way?� Walter asked.
�Yes, so it�s either we avoid them, or they�ll catch us.� Colonel Eaton replied.
Joseph sipped his coffee and massaged his head. Another problem considering that the road to the farm is not safe. Colonel Eaton took out a map.
�Can you point where�s your farm?� Colonel Eaton asked Joseph.
�Right here.� Joseph marked the location of the farm in Humvees. Colonel Eaton looked at the mark closely and checked their possible routes.
�Let�s get ready. Prepare yourselves for a long and dangerous ride.� Colonel Eaton announced.
At six in the morning, everyone was having their breakfast in the kitchen. Joseph�s house still has some foods, but they are now drinking boiled rainwater. They are saving the remaining supplies that they got from empty houses on their trip. Denise hasn�t talked, but it�s a good sign that she�s trying to be with people. Victoria has also woke up. It�s difficult for her to walk, but her body recovers faster than expected.
It�s still raining, but not as severe as yesterday. Joseph opened the TV with the hope of hearing some good news. He put on the channel where Maxine worked. They are still operating because the electricity provider was able to return the power to some less affected area.
After hearing the same news, the TV screen went white. Then the Islamic sign appeared on the screen after a few seconds of channel interruption.
�What�s that?� Walter asked.
�They hacked all channels,� Joseph replied in disbelief.
Everyone was terrified as they looked on the screen. Then there was Big Ira, the leader of the Marauders, with three other men with black cloth covering their faces. Senator Forbes was lying on the ground. There�s a tape on his mouth, and the three rifles pointed on his head.
At the White House office, all officials and security personnel have gathered in one room. They were having a meeting about the security across the country and the search for Senator Forbes. Vice President Ariana Marie phone rang. They also had a channel interruption then she saw Senator Forbes on the screen.
�I know you are watching, Madame Vice President. I want you to answer the phone. Let all your people hear our conversation.� Big Ira challenged the Vice President on the camera.
�It�s an unknown number, Madame Vice President.� The head of the security said.
�I have no choice, but to answer.� Vice President Ariana Marie insisted.
�We do not speak with traitors.� One of the senators said.
�Can�t you see Senator Forbes on the screen? Locate the call.� Vice President Ariana Marie insisted, then she pressed the answer button.
�They�ll kill him whatever we say.� The head of the security said.
�What do you want?� The Vice President talked to her phone while looking at the TV screen.
�I�m pretty sure you�re watching right now? Do you see your companion?� Big Ira said as Senator Forbes was crying, but he�s shaking his head while looking at the camera as if he was sending a message.
�I don�t negotiate with traitors.� Vice President Ariana Marie shouted soon as she get what Senator Forbes was trying to say.
�I want you to see how I�ll kill this brave Senator because you�re next.� Big Ira threatened and hang up the phone. He pointed his gun at Senator Forbes� head, and looked at the camera. In one pull of the trigger, blood flowed on the floor. The leader smirked, and they immediately cut the connection.
�Did you trace their location?� The Vice President asked.
�Yes, Madame. New Mexico.� One of the security members replied.
�Send our men. Enough is enough. I want them dead.� Vice President Ariana Marie announced with fire on her eyes.
The Army immediately went to the location where they locate Big Ira�s call. However, there was no one when they searched the area. Beers, paper plates, cards and the dead body of Senator Forbes were the only traces. Vice President was angry and disappointed. She ordered to bring Senator Forbes� corpse to his family, so they can have something to mourn.
Senator Forbes family cried, but the Vice President immediately went to their house right after the tragic incident. She sent her condolences and promised to capture those men that killed Senator Forbes, and destroyed the country.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

It was eight in the morning, and the rain has finally stopped. However, the weather is still gloomy and dark clouds still covered the sun. Everybody at Southcrest Subdivision was busy preparing for the trip to the farm. They started loading their white truck with supplies, clothes, and weapons. They have planned their route, and everybody�s task in case rebels followed them. Joseph decided to drive Steve�s car together with Denise, Walter, Victoria, the nurse, and two more Southcrest Villagers.
�Load those supplies carefully. Each supply is precious. We don�t want to waste.� Colonel Eaton reminded his group.
�Yes, Colonel. All is ready.� One of the men replied.
�Colonel Eaton, let�s do the convoy. I�ll lead the way to the farm.� Joseph said to Colonel Eaton.
�By all means, Joseph. And in case those rioters follow, we got your back, and continue driving. Have you checked the walkie-talkies?� Colonel Eaton asked.
�Yes, both are still working. I�ve changed batteries as well.� Joseph and Walter were able to bring their walkie-talkies when they escaped the hospital.
�Are you sure you�re driving? There�s still enough space for you and your friends on the truck.� Colonel Eaton insisted.
�Thank you, Colonel. But I wanted to bring my best friend�s car. At least I can save his precious toy.� Joseph forced to smile as he remembered the time when he and Steve bought the car together.
�I understand. Then we�re all set! Let�s get the hell out of here.� Colonel Eaton announced.
Both engines of the vehicles have ignited. The convoy was about to leave the subdivision when a battalion of Army blocked the driveway.
�What the hell is that?� One of the Southcrest teenagers uttered.
Colonel Eaton who was about to get on their truck as he looked at the ten-man Army troop that was walking towards them. Joseph and Walter quietly looked and listened to their conversation.
�Good morning, Colonel Ashton Eaton. I am Captain Ellis.� Captain Ellis said and salute.
�Carry on. Good morning, Captain Ellis. To what do I owe your visit?� Colonel Eaton replied calmly.
�We are here to fetch you, Colonel. I�m pretty sure that the General informed you about summoning you back in service.�
�Yes, but I�m surprised it�s supposed to be today.� Colonel Eaton said with a little bit of frustration.
�Sorry for the unexpected visit, Colonel. But we need you back effective immediately.� Captain Ellis replied.
�Hold on please.� Colonel Eaton walked towards Joseph�s car.
�I�m sorry. I don�t think I can go with you.� Colonel Eaton apologized.
�I understand, Colonel. I hope we could go to the farm together. Would you be alright out there?� Joseph asked.
�Of course. I might be retired, but this body of mine is made to serve the country.� Colonel Eaton laughed.
�You have to be very careful, Joseph. Promise me you�ll let me know once you get to the farm. And you have to be there safely.� Colonel Eaton�s face turned serious.
�I will,� Joseph promised.
�One more thing. Please hide your true identities.� Colonel Eaton almost whispered inside Joseph�s car.
�What do you mean?� Joseph seemed to forget.
�We are under Martial Law. The military can force us to remain in service. If we got caught, then we won�t make it to the farm.� Walter replied and looked at Colonel Eaton, and he nodded.
�I�ll give you protection, that�s the least I can do for now.� Joseph and Walter were kept wondering, as Colonel Eaton walked back to Captain Ellis.
�What protection?� Victoria asked in confusion.
�No idea.� One of the neighbors replied.
�I�m ready, and I�ve got my first order.� Colonel Eaton said as he returned to Captain Ellis.
�By all means, Colonel.� Captain Ellis replied.
�As your Colonel, I am ordering that first Army troop to escort my friends to their journey in Humvees. You and your troop will stay with them, and give them protection until the war between the Government and its people has ended.� Colonel Eaton ordered.
�But, Colonel�� Captain Ellis was surprised, but Colonel cut his sentence.
�Why? You said I�m back in service effective immediately. That�s my order as a Colonel, and you are coming to lead your troop.� Colonel Eaton strongly commanded.
�Aye, Colonel.� Captain Ellis constrained. He saluted Colonel Eaton and walked to the first troop Army.
�Captain! These people are powerless. They need you, and your group. Protection is the best help we can offer. There are women and children on the truck and to your destination. With the Government�s unstable situation, they need security. We need to transfer them to a safer place. I hope you understand.� Colonel Eaton shouted as he tried to explain the situation to Captain Ellis who was about to walk away from him.
�Affirmative, Colonel.� Captain Ellis agreed and finally accepted the order whole-heartedly.
�Men, we have a new mission. We�re relocating.� Captain Ellis announced their new mission to his group.
While Captain Ellis was instructing his troops, Colonel Eaton winked at Joseph. Joseph salute to the colonel and nod. Colonel Eaton walked towards Southcrest group and directed them for the final time.
�You know, you have super cool neighbors. When everything�s well, then I�d get a house on this place.� Walter teased Joseph, and they laughed.
Colonel Eaton is on the Army truck, as the convoy leave Joseph�s house. As planned, Joseph leads the way. The white truck trails and last is the Army�s vehicle. The first half of the journey was smooth as silk. Evidence of violence and riot are still visible. There were empty houses, burned cars, and even dead people along the way. The convoy decided to take a stop to one of the empty gasoline stations. Joseph looked around the area, and he knew that it was the same gasoline station where his family almost died.
�Remember to hide your identities, gentlemen. Stop calling yourselves Doctors and Nurse.� Victoria reminded Joseph, Walter and the nurse. The whole Southcrest villagers were also instructed to stop calling Joseph and Walter doctors before they leave Joseph�s house.
�Yes, ma�am,� Walter replied. The Army surrounded the area as others use the bathrooms.
�Are we still far?� Captain Ellis asked Joseph who were in deep thoughts.
�Yea, we�re still halfway,� Joseph replied dryly while looking at a dead body.
�You know him?� Captain Ellis didn�t stop asking Joseph questions.
�No, but I think he�s the man that hijacked my family,� Joseph responded.
�Are they alright?� Captain Ellis was shocked.
�Yes, they successfully arrived the farm a few days ago.�
�Why didn�t you come with them?� Captain Ellis interrogated, but Joseph sensed it right away and looked at the captain sharply.
�I�m sorry, that might be too far. I�m Captain Ellis, by the way,� Captain Ellis offered his hand.
�Joseph,� Joseph remembered to keep his identity, and they shook their hands.
�I think everyone�s finish. Shall we go?� Captain Ellis tried to change the subject, and Joseph nodded.
Walter tried to check the fuel dispensers, but there was no fuel coming out. The Army called the villagers to hop in the trucks, so they can go to the farm while there�s still daylight. Everyone cooperated and continued their journey.
�How�s that a gasoline station with no gas?� One of the Southcrest villagers on Steve�s car said.
�I�ve heard that the country has a shortage already, especially the most affected cities.� Another one replied.
�And if a place is lucky to have, pretty sure the price is high,� Walter replied.
Beyond half of their journey, the Army noticed two unknown trucks. Captain Ellis contacted Joseph through the radio.
�Joseph? Are you in?�
�Yes, Captain. Why?� Joseph replied.
�We have two unidentified trucks at the back. They�ve been there since we left the filling station. Can you confirm that they�re not your friends? We�ll give you a look. Go to the left side of the road.� Captain Ellis proposed.
The white truck and Army vehicle slightly went to the right side of the road, as Joseph does as he�s told. He looked at the rear mirror as well as Walter.
�No, Captain. We don�t recognize the unknown trucks.� Joseph spoke to the radio.
�Let�s try to speed up, and see if we can lose them.� Captain Ellis ordered.
They all speed up and passed alternative routes that they have planned, but the unknown trucks still followed them. The Army wasn�t shooting because the unknown trucks weren�t doing any but follow. They are three kilometers away from the town, but they have to pass a two-hundred-meter-long bridge. Joseph slowed down at the midway of the bridge, it�s traffic and jammed, but with no people inside the vehicles. A pile of cars that turned the bridge into a large parking lot.
�Holy shit. What happened?� Walter uttered.
�They must have run out of gas because of the traffic when they moved out of the town,� Victoria said.
�And leave their cars like that? Irresponsible.� Walter uttered.
�Who wouldn�t? They�d die here if they didn�t.� Victoria answered.
�Captain, we have a situation here,� Joseph spoke through the radio.
�What?� Captain Ellis responded.
�Piles of cars without drivers,� Joseph replied still in disbelief.
�We haven�t lost the unknown trucks, and now they�re approaching behind us. My instinct tells me something is wrong, be ready.� Captain Ellis announced.
For a few seconds, no one was moving. All of a sudden, armed men went out of the unknown trucks and fired at the convoy. Joseph, his group, the Southcrest villagers and the army all went down.
�Shit!� Walter shouted.
�Joseph you have to move. We�ll cover you.� Captain Ellis ordered.
�No! We�ll all go to the farm together!� Joseph insisted.
�We should have shot them earlier.� One of the Army uttered, but Captain Ellis didn�t answer.
�It�s showtime!� One of the men from Southcrest shouted.
Men get off the vehicles together with their guns. Joseph, Walter, and Southcrest Villagers all went behind the truck to cover and shoot. The Army did the same. They were all exchanging gunshots when the unknown truck released their machine guns. Bullets passed through the vehicles, and a lot of Southcrest people and some army died. Blood spilled on the road.
�Bullshit! Enough of this game. Cover me. We�ll give them what they want.� Captain Ellis shouted to one of his men.
�Guys I need you to drive backward. I�ll blow them, but we�re too close.� Captain Ellis shouted to his group while covering behind the truck.
�The white truck can�t reverse trippingly!� Walter shouted back.
�Fit the kids in your car, Joseph. The rest, go to the Army truck. Go! We�ll cover you.� Captain Ellis commanded.
From twenty-two Southcrest Villagers, they�re now down to ten, and eight Army. Captain Ellis and his troops covered Southcrest Villagers as they went inside the car. Then the rest followed in the Army Truck and stayed low.
�Joseph, on three. Let�s reverse on sync. One, Two Three.� Both vehicles reversed at full speed ten meters away from the unknown trucks while others were still firing.
�What are they doing?� One of the intruders shouted while firing machine guns.
�Just shoot!� Another one replied.
Captain Ellis took their RPG-7 behind the Army truck. The trucks were parallel from one another. One shot can blow those two trucks together, so Captain Ellis aimed for the first truck.
�Sorry folks, it�s too brutal.� One pull, then the two trucks exploded along with its people. It was a chain reaction, and the pile of cars also exploded. Spare parts and smoke filled the air as the convoy reversed more. After a few minutes of the explosion, there was fire on the road.
Joseph, Walter Denise, The nurse, Victoria, three kids and two teenagers fit inside Steve�s car. Three men and two women joined the eight-man Army truck.
�Great job, Captain. So what now?� Joseph said on the radio as they watched the fire eat the autos.
�We wait to lighten the fire.� Captain Ellis replied.
�Or we drive through them,� Walter recommended.
�That�s too risky. We have women and children.� One of the Army replied.
�Then unload them first.� Walter pushed his idea.
They�ve waited for hours until the fire lightened up. They�re grateful to the weather because of the heavy wind and rain it helped stop the fire. After eating their lunch on the road, Captain Ellis decided that they have to go. He�s unsure if the Army truck can tow the fired vehicles, but he has to try. The Army and Southcrest Villagers removed the movable parts. Captain Ellis ignited the engine and warmed it up. Then he stepped on the gas at full speed. Everyone was watching like it was a scene on a movie, hoping that they�d also have a happy ending.
Fortunately, Captain Ellis towed the burned cars successfully and cleared a path. Everyone clapped their hands and celebrated soon as the Army truck reached the other end. They didn�t wait for the Army truck to return, they ran towards it while shouting in joy. Joseph and his passengers followed immediately. Then they continued their journey to the farm.
However, there was a checkpoint before entering the town. Joseph, Walter and The Nurse were all nervous.
�Calm down. We got this.� Joseph reminded them.
�Yea, play it cool,� Walter answered as the nurse sighed deeply.
The checkpoint stopped their car, as well as the Army.
�Where are you going?� One of the Officers asked.
�My wife. We have a farm here.�
�Who?� The officer interrogated him.
�Carmichael�s� Joseph replied calmly. The officer checked his list and confirmed if the surname lives on the place.
�Hey, I�m Captain Ellis of the army. We�re with them. As per Colonel Eaton�s advice.� Captain Ellis talked to the officer.
�Just a protocol, Captain. You can go now.� The officer answered as he looked the Captain in the eye sharply.
�Let�s go, Cap,� Joseph said calmly trying to break the ice.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

The convoy continued their way the farm. It�s almost four in the afternoon, and they�ve been traveling for eight hours. The reroutes, mass of cars and battle with another group of rebels, Joseph couldn�t help, but be excited to be with his family again. His passengers, on the other hand, were staring out the window as people walk the street. The Nurse was sitting on the front, with Denise between him and Joseph. Three kids and one teenage boy from Southcrest sat on the second passenger row as Walter, Victoria and another Southcrest teenager settled on the last row. They had to rearrange seats after the battle for defensive purposes.
Soon as they reached the town, the market is still operating, but with fewer people and fewer goods but higher price. It was a relief for them to see other people not firing guns or killing one another. However, people were looking at their convoy as they pass them. It�s as if that they are not welcome on the place, or they are protective of their community. Fortunately, they are with the Army, until Walter saw that their truck was slowing down and suddenly it stopped.
�What happened? The Army truck stopped,� Walter said in confusion.
Everyone looked behind, except for Joseph who stared at the rear mirror and stopped.
�Captain, what happened back there?� Joseph asked calmly.
�We ran out of gas. Seemed like towing the burned vehicles consumed a lot of fuel.� Captain replied.
�I think Steve�s got a rope. He always has one just in case something like this happen whenever we go out-of-town.� Joseph suggested. He immediately checked the compartments of the car and got what he�s looking.
�Great! Let�s tie it.� Joseph, Walter, Captain Ellis and some Army men tied the rope from the Army truck bumper to Steve�s car. Then they continued their path.
Maxine and her family were still having their usual life. She has mentioned to her family that Joseph is finally coming to the farm. Everyone got excited especially her sons. However, Maxine was also worried about their trip especially now that Senator Forbes just had his tragic death. The Marauders and other inspired groups aren�t afraid of killing anyone. If they could brutally kill a Senator and broadcast it on national television, what more to helpless people?
The military presence in cities has somehow helped in controlling the situation. They were able to capture some Marauder supporters ruling the areas, but there are billions of them. For as long as Big Ira is out there, they will is war. Have they forgotten about the suburbs community? There are checkpoints, but it�s not enough. There were dead bodies found in most of the suburban towns. Most of them were victims of rape, kidnapping, and holdups.
Maxine was slicing vegetables in preparation for their dinner, but her mind is full of thoughts. She was looking on the knife, but her focus was on Joseph�s journey and the rebels.
�Ouch!� Maxine shouted in pain as she cut the skin of her finger.
�What�s happening with you, Max? You seem occupied.� Rashida ran towards her as she pressed Maxine�s finger and put around a band-aid.
�I couldn�t help, but think about Joseph and his group. They should�ve been here by now.� Maxine replied in a wary.
�Haven�t you heard from him?� Rashida asked.
�No, and he�s not answering his phone,� Maxine answered.
�He�ll be fine, Max. Keep your faith.� Rashida smiled and rubbed Maxine�s back.
Grandpa Carmichael, Tony, and four farm men were watering some of their plants. Bobby, his brother, and his cousins were playing with the farm animals. They started to get along ever since Tony, and his father had their conversation, seemed like Tony got a grip on his children�s attitude. All of a sudden there were gunshots from their front yard. Tony immediately fetch the kids, and they all ran inside the house.
There were twenty Marauder members, and they�ve been spying the farm for a few days. They found out that the place has a lot of supplies that they can use while they are hiding. The first group consisted of ten men, penetrated the yard as they ran towards the house.
�Hurry! Run.� Tony ordered the kids, but Bobby stumbled on the rock and fell to the ground. Grandpa was about to pick Bobby, but Tony lifted him immediately. All of them gathered in the kitchen.
�Go hide to your rooms! Tony and all farm caretakers follow me.� Grandpa Carmichael ordered, and they all went to the barn just ten feet from the kitchen. All of them ran, and Grandpa Carmichael opened a wooden chest that contained two single shot pistons, three AK-47 rifles, and two shotguns. Grandpa Carmichael grabbed the two single shot pistols and handed the AK-47 rifle to Tony while the other farm men get their guns.
�Do you remember how to use them?� Grandpa Carmichael asked Tony.
�Yes, dad. I might rust a little, though.� Tony answered.
�Great. let�s protect what�s ours.� Grandpa Carmichael ordered. Tony and one farm man positioned at the grass near the animals while Grandpa and the rest circled the house. Tony and the other farm caretakers around the house fired gunshots. It was difficult for them to aim moving targets, but they took down six Marauders, while the other four Marauders went inside the house.
�I think I should thank dad for pushing me to the Army. Cover the area. I�ll help dad inside.� Tony instructed another farm taker.
Grandma Carmichael, Maxine, Rashida, and their kids hid inside Rashida�s room. Bobby insisted that he should help his Grandpa, but Maxine was stopping him. Maxine pulled him, but Bobby bit her hand.
�Sorry, mom.� Bobby apologized and ran towards their room at the end of the hallway.
�Bobby!� Maxine shouted and tried to catch her son, but he ran so fast, and intruders already went inside the house.
�Maxine!� Rashida pulled Maxine with all her strength.
�My son!� Maxine shouted.
�Shhh! Calm down. Stay quiet.� Rashida tried to silence her as one of the intruders went upstairs and checked the rooms.
�I know your hiding.� The intruder laughed. He opened one door, but there was no one. Then he kicked the second door and smirked.
�Gotcha! Shut up, or I�ll blow your heads.� The children were crying, as the intruder grabbed Maxine and pointed the gun at her head. He ordered each of them to tape each other�s mouth and leash their hands and foot. Everyone followed the intruder because they were afraid that Maxine might get hurt.
When Grandpa Carmichael entered the kitchen, then there was another intruder taking their supplies. He immediately pulled the trigger as he aimed for the intruder�s head. He went to the living area when an intruder punched him behind the wall, and he dropped his gun. The intruder hit him in the face, then another on the abdomen.
�You�re too old to fight. You should die.� The intruder kicked Grandpa Carmichael then he fell to the floor and pointed the gun at the old man�s chest.
�No! You�re dead.� Tony suddenly appeared behind the intruder and pointed his gun at his head.
�Shoot him, or I�ll blow her head!� Another intruder shouted from the stairs, as he held Maxine as his hostage.
Tony saw the second group of Marauders was already gearing. He knew he has to make a decision, or else they�ll all die.
Bobby knew that her mother had a gun when a man hijacked them. He panicked when he heard screams of his cousins and his mom. Luckily, Bobby recovered the gun, and carefully moved out of the room and saw that her mom was a hostage. Tony saw him walking the dark aisle, and he had no choice but to beacon Bobby. Using the .380 ACP Automatic Colt Pistol that his father gave to his mom, he pointed the gun at the intruder�s head. Tony looked Bobby in the eye, nodded, and they both pulled the trigger. Maxine closed her eyes as she heard gunshots, and for the second time, she thought she�s dead.
�Mom?� Bobby whispered. Maxine looked behind her as the intruder fell to the stairs. She ran towards his son, grabbed the gun and hugged him.
�Please leave it to Mom. Okay? Help others in Rashida�s room.� Maxine said to Bobby. She wanted to scold him but now is not the time.
�There are more of them. Are you alright, dad?� Tony shouted as he helped Grandpa Carmichael stand up.
�Yes, thank you.� Grandpa Carmichael looked outside the yard, as he saw the Marauders on their way inside the house.
The farm caretakers were still firing, but only one of them left. Grandpa Carmichael, Tony, and Maxine waylaid the sofa on the front door and positioned themselves behind it. Rashida, Bobby, and Ross guarded the back door.
The head of the second Marauder group looked inside the farm, the moment they heard gunshots that killed the last two members of the first group. He was trying to call one of his members through their radio, but there was no one answering.
�Let�s go in.� He instructed the second group, then all of them went inside the farm.
Joseph�s group and the Army were approaching the farm when he saw two trucks parked outside.
�Captain Ellis, isn�t those trucks look familiar?� Joseph spoke on the radio as Walter checked.
�The unknown trucks.� Both Captain Ellis said on the radio, and Walter from behind.
�Maxine. My family,� Joseph uttered to himself.
Joseph immediately stopped the car, went out with his gun and ran towards the farm.
�Joseph!� Walter shouted.
�Kiddos, Stay. Here.� Walter emphasized to the kids, kissed his wife and followed Joseph as well as the nurse. The Army shortly followed, and they were all running. They saw the Marauders heading towards the house, and there were gunshots from inside the house. From the yard, Joseph aimed his gun.
�Men! Position, and fire!� Captain Ellis commanded his troops.
Everyone fired and in one blink of the eye the Marauders died. Joseph ran inside the house, but he saw one of the Marauders was still alive talking to his walkie-talkie.
�Men down. Need back up. Over.� The intruder said. Joseph stepped on the walkie-talkie and crashed it.
�Yea, you�re down. Not my family, bitch.� Joseph said and pulled a trigger on the intruder�s head.
Carmichael family looked at the window to check who helped them. They were all looking at the front yard, where Army troops were standing, and some people from Southcrest Village. Maxine noticed some of them, and she was looking for Joseph. She didn�t see that Joseph was standing on the door.
�Max,� Maxine looked at Joseph, smiled and hugged her husband.
�Dad!� Joseph two sons were running after Maxine.
They all hugged one another while Grandma Carmichael, Rashida and some of the Army felt the moment and shared the same tears.
The Carmichael Farmhouse got slightly destroyed. There were bullets and dead bodies everywhere, but they are thankful that none of them shred blood. Joseph had to cut their small family reunion to call his friends and the Army inside the farm.
�Dad, Mom, and Tony. I have people with me. Most of them lost their families and friends. They are from our neighborhood at Southcrest. I hope they can stay here, too.� Joseph explained to Maxine�s family.
�Of course, Joseph. Everyone is welcome here for as long as they meant no harm.� Tony responded. Grandpa looked at Tony and smiled.
�By the way, where did you get your Army?� Grandpa Carmichael asked.
�Colonel Eaton sent an Army troop to protect us. He summoned them back for service.� Joseph responded as Grandpa Carmichael raised his eyebrow.
�Martial Law. Do they know your profession?� Tony replied.
�No. We�re still keeping it as a secret,� Joseph stated.
�Why don�t you call your friends, and let�s all prepare for dinner. It was a tiring day.� Grandma Carmichael said, and everyone inside the house laughed.
Joseph fetched his group outside together with his family. No one wanted to get Joseph out of their site.
�Come on. Let�s all go inside.� Joseph announced as they all gathered their supplies in the vehicles.

CHAPTER NINETEEN

After the shooting incident, the Army helped in getting rid of the dead bodies. They wanted to burn the Marauders bodies, but Joseph insisted that they should bury them. While the Army was busy burying on a nearby empty lot, Captain Ellis went back to the farm to drink a glass of water. As he entered the living room, he saw Joseph and Walter attending to the wounded farm caretakers in the living area. The Captain got curious by the manner how Joseph and Walter put in first aid professionally.
�Are you doctors?� Captain Ellis boldly asked as he was approaching them from behind, then Joseph and Walter looked at one another.
�Why? What do you do? Report us back on duty?� Walter faced Captain Ellis.
�Captain, I know you understand. We�ve been through hell, and we need to look after our families.� Joseph tried to convince Captain Ellis who�s now holding his radio.
�So are we,� Captain Ellis responded as he pulled his radio, and Walter pulled a gun on Captain�s head.
�Walter! We don�t want any more war. We�ve lost a lot of blood, and we don�t want to risk our family�s lives.� Joseph looked at Walter as he hindered him from pulling the trigger. Walter put down the gun.
�Captain, I�m begging you. Just give us some time to be with them. Please.� Joseph looked straight into Captain�s eyes and begged.
�Does Colonel Eaton knows?� Captain Ellis asked, and Joseph nodded.
�When I was new to the Army, he imparted so many values to us. He even saved my life twice. I trust his judgments, and I�m gonna give this to him.� Captain Ellis drew back his radio and headed to the kitchen.
All of them introduced from one another as they gathered inside Carmichael�s house waiting for dinner. Rashida and other women from Southcrest Village helped one another at the kitchen. The kids from Southcrest Village got along with the children on the farm. Grandma Carmichael helped Walter assist Victoria to one of the rooms upstairs.
Denise also had the chance to meet Bobby and his brother. Joseph explained to Maxine what happened to her since he met her at the hospital. They gladly accepted Joseph�s idea to adopt Denise, and their sons were happy to have their instant little sister. They would fix the adopting papers soon as the chaos has ended. Joseph told Denise that she can now treat them as her real family. Denise was glad to hear the news, only that all she can do was to smile and hug them because she�s still in trauma with what happened at the hospital and on their way to the farm.
Tony, Captain Ellis, and Grandpa Carmichael were talking to one another about what they should next. They knew that there are more of the Marauders surrounding the town. Joseph inserted himself into the conversation soon after they had another short catch-up with his family.
�We should plan for our security. For sure, the intruders are doing the same.� Tony stated.
�They might be doing the same, so we have to plan faster. That�s what happened to us back in the hospital.� Joseph replied, and he told everything that happened in Southcrest.
�Good thing we can use the Army�s help to fight them.� Grandpa Carmichael answered.
�We are happy to help. By the way, my men searched their truck, and we found weapons that we can add to our arsenal. Do you have a place that we can hide those in the meantime?� Captain Ellis asked Grandpa Carmichael.
�We can put those in the barn.� Grandpa Carmichael replied.
Grandpa Carmichael, Tony, and Joseph put the guns inside the wooden chest while Captain Ellis was surveying the barn. He walked around and opened one of the oak cabinets then he saw an Army badge and patch with �Carmichael� engraved on it.
�Whose Army in your family?� Captain Ellis asked innocently.
�Tell me your secrets, so I�ll know how to protect you.� Captain Ellis added as Joseph, Tony and Grandpa Carmichael looked at one another.
�I am.� Grandpa Carmichael surrendered.
�I won�t summon you if you don�t want. If Colonel Eaton wants us to protect you, then we will.� Captain Ellis answered.
Joseph wasn�t sure if he can already trust Captain Ellis, but he still expressed his gratefulness towards him. Captain Ellis, on the other hand, apologized for what happened earlier. He realized that their farm is a safe place, especially for the children. If Joseph and others would be summoned back for service, then security would be a problem.
�I think dinner is ready.� Tony tried to change the subject.
Later that evening, everyone decided to divide the workforce in the farm and repair the house. Grandma Carmichael, Rashida, Victoria, Maxene and two women from Southcrest will do the house chores. Grandpa Carmichael, Tony, and Joseph are responsible for feeding the animals. Three men from Southcrest, The nurse, and two farm caretakers will take care of the farm plants. The eight-man Army and Captain Ellis will help in repairing the house while providing security to the perimeter. The Army also asked if they could have a place on the farm to train themselves and other men to help them be ready just in case the Marauders come back with more troops. Grandpa Carmichael wasn�t sure if it was a good idea neither Joseph does. However, Tony and Walter said that it�s better if each man on the farm can help in defending.
They had a lengthy discussion about training men of the farm. Later on, Joseph realized that they need men who can fire a gun. However, Grandpa Carmichael insisted that the kids shouldn�t be involved in the training. Captain Ellis promised that they wouldn�t allow children on their training ground. It would be the basics of self-defense and responsible way of holding a gun. They were about to finish the conversation when Bobby raised his hand.
�I want to learn, too,� Bobby said, and his parents were in complete shock. The two teenagers from Southcrest stated the same.
�Bobby! We�ve talked about this.� Maxine uttered to him.
�Mom, I saved your life twice. Don�t you think that I can handle it?� Bobby tried to reason out.
�Bobby, it�s not enough reason,� Maxine replied in disgust.
�Bobby, enough,� Joseph answered. Bobby looked at him in the eye and ran outside the house. Maxine tried to stop him, but Joseph followed his son instead. He ran outside and looked for Bobby, and saw him near the farm animals.
�Bob!� Joseph shouted from afar. Bobby looked at him but said nothing.
�Stop behaving like that.� Joseph scolded Bobby.
�Look. I know your intentions, but��
�I don�t want it to happen again. Mom with those intruders who almost killed her. It hurts whenever it plays on my head.� Bobby replied in a bleak tone.
�Fine. But remember, those guns are for defensive purposes only. Never use it anything beyond that. Tell me you understand.� Joseph warned his son.
�Yes, dad. What about mom?� Bobby smiled and asked.
�I�ll talk to her. God, must be one of those long arguments.� Joseph sighed, and Bobby laughed.
Maxine was furious at Joseph for allowing Bobby to join the training because it would risk Bobby�s life. However, Joseph explained that he needs to be sure that Maxine, Denise, and their youngest son are safe if the Government ordered him back to service. Maxine got angrier because Joseph thinks that she can�t defend her family. Joseph tried to calm her and said that she might need help. They dropped off the conversation when Denise knocked the door and called them for dinner. Maxine didn�t want Denise to hear them fighting, so she just surrendered to Joseph and Bobby�s idea.
The farm is large enough for Joseph�s family and the other survivors. One hectare is for farm plants. Half of a hectare is for Farm animals while the rest of the space is for the farmhouse and open space. There�s a three-story farmhouse with seven bedrooms and an attic. There�s also a barn ten-feet away from the house. The Army has also decided to take shifts in guarding the house to make sure that the Marauders don�t have room to attack. The rest of the household was resting, so Joseph and Maxine decided to do the same. They finally agreed to Bobby�s idea of joining the training and Joseph mentioned that Captain Ellis knew about their real jobs.
�What would happen to us now?� Maxine asked.
�He promised not to grumble us,� Joseph replied with uncertainty.
�Do you trust him?� Maxine asked again us she recognized doubts on Joseph.
�I don�t know who to trust anymore after what happened at Southcrest. Let�s be ready for anything.� Joseph answered and put his arms around Maxine.
�Don�t worry. Everything should be alright.� Maxine assured him.
They opened their room and saw their two boys hugging Denise while asleep.
�I guess we�ll have to sleep on the floor?� Joseph and Maxine looked at each other and smiled.

CHAPTER TWENTY

Tony and Joseph joined Grandpa Carmichael to go to the Town the next day to grab more supplies for them and their visitors. Joseph asked Walter to stay in case unfavorable things happen. Grandpa Carmichael didn�t expect that there would be more of them on the farm in just one night. Captain Ellis promised to secure the farm and take care of their people while they are away. Joseph was still hesitant, but he had to help Grandpa Carmichael.
�Joseph, do you think it�s a good idea to allow that many people live on the farm?� Tony asked while inside the car.
�What do you mean?� Joseph answered plainly.
�Look, believe it or not, I�m also now into helping other people. But it also means that we also have to feed them, and there�s less for our family.� Tony replied, and Joseph thought about it.
�What�s your stand on this, Dad?� Joseph questioned Grandpa Carmichael.
�I�m sorry, but I�ll go with Tony on this. I know they helped in saving our lives, but we also have a family to protect. What if we start to have a shortage, would they fight against us? Even the most abiding citizen can kill someone for survival.� Grandpa Carmichael answered while his eyes were on the road, driving.
�We are not against your ideas, Joseph. But how much do you trust those people?� Tony inquired Joseph, but he didn�t respond in seconds because both Tony and Grandpa Carmichael have a reasonable point.
�To be honest, I am also not sure. I�m living by faith that those people that we help will one day return our good deeds. I just started believing that more people with the same agendas living under one roof, would help us protect our land if evil circumstances reach our place. There are billions of Islamic supporters out there, and they�ll outnumber us if they attack the farm.� Joseph stated.
Before Grandpa Carmichael and Tony respond to Joseph, they see more dead bodies on the road. There was also a farmhouse near the town that got burned. Grandpa Carmichael recalled what happened to them, and realized that if Joseph and his group didn�t come, they would have the same fate. Nobody spoke as they parked and hurriedly filled their bags with supplies. At the marketplace, more store owners were worried about thieves. Sometimes they�ll attack in groups especially at night, and the keeper has no choice, but to give what they wanted. Some stores would prefer to close early in the afternoon to avoid those shady people.
They went back to the car as soon as they finished shopping for supplies. Grandpa Carmichael started the engine, but two men were battling over a piece of meat, it was the only part left. They punched and kicked one another, and no one dared to stop them. People were cheering until the other man pulled a knife, but the other pulled the gun. Luckily, Sheriff and his group went to the scene and recovered their weapons. Tony and Grandpa Carmichael looked at one another.
�I guess we can�t just push those people out of our farm,� Grandpa Carmichael said after he saw the terrifying scenes and smiled at Joseph.
�Yea, we would be all damn dead,� Tony continued, and they all laughed.
�Let�s be cautious about our family�s safety and look at one another.� Grandpa Carmichael reminded Tony and Joseph as the head of their families.
�I�d do everything for our safety,� Joseph vowed.
On the same day, before lunch, Grandpa Carmichael decided to hold a meeting for every household members. Everyone gathered in the living area. Grandpa Carmichael was sitting on the couch, while the rest were standing on the side, sitting on the chairs, and staircase.
�Thank you all for granting my request to have this talk. For a night, our household doubled or tripled in numbers. I can�t take you enough for helping us kill those Marauders. If you didn�t come, I have no idea where we�ll be right now. I know of all of you are aware of what�s happening in our country. Martial law in the cities, shortage of supplies, and riots everywhere. In regards to that, our supplies won�t last long if we won�t help one another in producing more of it. I understand that most of us might not have any money to spare, but we have a farm. You can grow crops or help in feeding more animals.� Grandpa Carmichael announced to the whole household.
�To be honest, we were in doubt to let you all in. It would mean more work for us to feed everyone. However, with the recent killings on the town and the attack yesterday, we knew that we need good and honest citizens who want to regain peace and order. Those people who are willing to defend this home.� Tony appended to Grandpa�s speech.
�Grandpa Carmichael. I have a militia force that could help us protect the farm.� Walter recommended.
�Do you have access to them?� Grandpa Carmichael asked.
�Yes, I�ll call them, and I�ll ask them to bring more supplies,� Walter replied as Grandpa nodded.
After they had lunch, Walter borrowed Captain Ellis� radio. He immediately confirmed, and Walter called his militia friends. He mentioned the attack on the bridge also on Carmichael�s farm. They need protection because the criminals are now surrounding the town. Women and children are at risk if the Marauders strike again. However, the militia was still unsure if they could go downtown as they also have been assigned in a different area. Walter�s friends promised to join him immediately if the situation in their area got controlled.
Walter talked to Joseph after his conversation with the Militia. He was unconsciously sitting outside the farmhouse.
�What�s bothering you?� Walter asked.
�I just thought if it was a good idea to bring all of you here. I mean, the rebels have moved in as well.� Joseph stated full of doubts.
�Come on, Joseph. It gave us hope. A new life and a home to protect.� Walter tried to lighten up his mood.
�We�ve been through a lot, Joseph. We�ll do everything to defend this place.� Walter assured his friend.

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

As Vice President Ariana Marie looked at her wristwatch, it was already time for another cabinet meeting and she decided to leave the office. A week after the Martial Declaration, Vice President Ariana Marie wanted to get some status. She entered the room together with the head of the security as the Cabinet Members, and commanders of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine were quietly waiting. Vice President Ariana Marie greeted the Cabinet Members. Everyone responded, and she immediately asked for updates.
The commander of the Army boasted that their presence helped free the tension in the most affected cities. Other heads also reported that the US territory is still quiet and they assured that their troops are guarding the whole country.
�Vice President, should we extend the Martial Law to the suburbs?� One of the Cabinet Members asked.
�Our priorities are the cities, but I�ll guarantee you that I�m keeping my eyes on the suburbs.� Vice President answered, but Senator Colette wasn�t pleased with what he�s hearing.
�We all know that the presence of the Military isn�t the sole reason the riots subsequently subsided.� Senator Colette said.
�What do you mean, Senator? That we are not doing our jobs effectively?� The Commander of the Army replied.
�I have high respect for the protectors of this country, but with all due respect, let�s not hide the truth from other members.� Senator Colette answered.
�Madam Vice President, my sources told me that the rioters moved out of the Cities because of the scarcity of food and water. We might not feel it now, but our poor fellow men do. I�ve also heard that some members of the Army are taking the supplies of the people.� Senator Colette replied and looked every commander straight to their eyes.
�May I know who are your sources?� Vice President Ariana Marie asked.
�Does it matter?� Senator Colette asked in disgust.
�Well, of course, Senator. I need to verify your statements.� Vice President firmly answered. Senator Collette didn�t respond to Vice President as he was protecting his references. He sighed hard because he knows that he does not have the power over the Vice President.
�I instructed them to do so.� Vice President added, and everyone in the room looked at the Vice President in shock.
�What?! Why would you do such thing to our people? It might just start another war!� Senator Colette was so furious and questioned the Vice President�s decision.
�If you have read the new Executive Order, the Government has the right to confiscate supplies of every US citizen whenever the country needs it.� Vice President replied.
�Do we have to do that? We have enough supplies to feed people.� One of the Members answered.
�It�s not enough. Blame it all on your president. All of this wouldn�t have happened if it wasn�t because of his poor decisions. Now, we all have to shoulder every pain.� Vice President stated with anger.
�We�ll continue impounding supplies in the city and to the suburbs. Force the farmers to produce crops and raise animals. It�ll help us feed starving people.� Vice President ordered.
�And if they refuse?� The Commander of Army asked.
�Put them in jail.� Vice President answered coldly.
�You can�t do that. You�re stepping to people�s rights.� Senator Colette defended.
�Fortunately, I can. And you can�t stop me.� Vice President bravely replied as she looked at Senator�s eyes sharply.
�What happened to the smart and warm-hearted Vice President we knew?� Senator Collette was in pity, but Vice President Ariana Marie just stared at him.
Senator Collette insisted every idea that came out of the Vice President�s mouth, but he has no power. She has more alliance sitting in the room. He thought that the Vice President changed so much. After the terrible death of Senator Forbes, Vice President Ariana Marie has been acting differently from the way that she used to. From her beliefs to her perceptions and actions. She also refurbished her office and removed all holy paintings, her bible, and she kept her rosary away. The Vice President even threw her photo with the President and broke its frame. She has lost her faith and started blaming the President for everything that has happened to her country and fellowmen.
Vice President ended the Cabinet Meeting and went back to her office shortly. The Cabinet Members that weren�t a constituent of the Vice President followed her outside the room. However, Senator Colette remained in the meeting room. He can�t believe how the Vice President has changed in a short period. It seems that she�s hiding something, or was it the situation that turned her into a monster. Senator Colette was about to return in his office when he saw the head of the Vice President�s security sitting outside the meeting room with deep thoughts.
�Why you�re still here?� Senator Colette asked him.
�She asked me to stay away from her office as she speak with the Army Commander.� The head of the Security answered plainly.
�Penny for your thoughts?� Senator tried to reach out.
�Why did you mentioned about your sources?� The head of the security asked.
�I didn�t mention your name.� Senator Colette answered.
�What do you want?� The head of the security replied.
�Sir, a question deserves an answer.� Senator Colette answered, but the Head of the Security got confused.
�I don�t understand, Senator.�
�I�ve been working with her in politics for ten years. We clashed ideas hundred of times, but we�ve been friends and I know that something has changed. She kept her distance to me. I wanted to help her.� Senator Colette stated.
�Why are you telling me those?� The Head of the Security replied.
�Because I know you care for her. You like her, don�t you?� Senator Colette answered, but The Head of the Security stared at him in complete shock.
�I can see how you look at her, and it�s way beyond your job description.� Senator Colette teased him.
�We both care for her. We have to help her get out of her demon before it�s too late.� Senator added.
The head of the security got surprised that someone noticed his secret fantasy with the Vice President. They�ve been childhood friends since then he had a crush on her. He never had the chance to confess it with the Vice President because he believed that they would never be together. Vice President Ariana Marie came from a prestige family, while he just lived a simple life. The Head of the Security studied Criminology and worked for Marie�s family until the Vice President hired her when she started working in the Government. It broke his heart when he found out that the Vice President got married, and when she cried at her husband�s funeral. However, he remained to be her loyal protector, a friend, and his secret lover.
Senator Colette proposed to the Head of the Security to remain close to the Vice President as much as possible and know her paths and secrets. The Head of the Security was hesitant but figured out that Senator Colette was right. Vice President had changes that weren�t good and kept her away from her virtue. Vice President Ariana Marie was a strong-willed woman. She�s willing to do anything to get something in her possession. That attitude changed when she had her children. The Vice President matured into a passionate woman but gradually returning to her wicked character.
The Commander in Army followed Vice President Ariana Marie in her office. He was unsure if he heard the right thing, and if it was right. At first, he was reluctant to follow her order to confiscate supplies, but he has no power to object.
�Madam, Are you sure about your decision about the people�s supplies in the suburbs?� The Commander asked.
�I thought everything was clear? I need to regain the trust of the people. And I can only do it if we I show them good deeds. Once I get their support, the Cities will be back to normal, and everything follows.� Vice President answered
�What about the people in the suburbs? They�re part of the community, too.� The Commander replied.
�Are you doubting my plans, Commander? I�ll declare Martial Law to the suburbs immediately, so you�ll have the power to get their supplies.� Vice President stated.
The Army Commander apologized to the Vice President and moved out of the office immediately. Vice President Ariana Marie was left alone in her empty office. Vice President was hoping to get things better, and she�s ready to get it whatever it takes. If people can brutally kill anyone, then Vice President Ariana Marie would do the same. She�ll use her power to protect herself and her family�s well-being. The authority that gave her so much control, since the president got hurt, that she didn�t want it to give up. The head of the security ran towards the office soon as he saw the Army Commander walked the hallway.
Vice President Ariana Marie opened the TV and saw the news about the President�s condition. The report said that he was already stable, but haven�t opened his eyes. His body is slow to respond to medicines, and the first family was asking for continuous support and prayers. She was not amazed at what she saw, so she took out her phone and dialed an identified number.
�Hello?� Someone from the other line answered.
�Hi, Doctor. I haven�t heard from you in a while. Why did you change your number after my husband died?� Vice President replied.
�Vice President Ariana Marie.� The Doctor replied.
�Glad you can remember me. I thought you�ve completely forgotten me after I paid your very huge check.� Vice President smirked.
�What do you want?� The doctor firmly asked.
�Well, I need your help again.�
�No, not again. You, demon.�
�Really? Not even for your family�s life?�
�Keep them away from this.�
�Then you�ll do what I want.� Vice President Ariana Marie replied, but the Doctor hang his phone. Vice President was disgusted and dialed in another number. When a stranger answered on the other line, she said:
�Threaten the Doctor.�
At Maryland Hospital, things were better compared to other places in the country. There have been riots, but the Army assigned got a better grip on the situation. The Doctor that the Vice President talked earlier was about to check the President�s condition when his phone rang, and his daughter�s number appeared. He pressed the answer button, put it on his ear and heard screams.
�DAD!� The Doctor startled, but before he could speak a stranger talked.
�I�ll kill her if you don�t follow Vice President�s order. Work with the Police, and I�ll kill every member of your family.� The stranger immediately dropped the call.
The Doctor felt weak on his knees and sat on one of the patient�s seats in the hallway. His hands and sweat were cold. His chest was pounding hard and fast. He knew that the Vice President bait her again. The Doctor dialed in Vice President�s number.
�That woman is a psychopath.� The Doctor uttered while the phone was ringing.�
�Hi again, Doctor. I knew you�d call.� The Vice President answered.
�What do you want this time?�
�Kill your most prestigious patient.�
�The President? Why? I thought you were friends?�
�Yes, that�s why I sent him to you. I know you�re a great doctor.�
�Then why would you want him dead?�
�Because I need his power to control people. I won�t give up what I have right now, so follow my rules if you want your family safe.� Vice President hang up the phone, and Doctor sighed profoundly.
Vice President did it once when she ran as a Senator. On campaign period, she worked with several unknown people to kill his husband to gain people�s sympathy. She hired serial killers to shot his husband. Their marriage was on the rocks because her husband had an affair. On the other hand, she badly wanted to win the election because she didn�t want to be a disappointment to her family. Desperation and rage consumed her.
When his husband was in the recovery room, the Vice President asked the Doctor to put poison on his medicine in exchange for a tremendous amount of money. The Doctor was still a practitioner back then, and he was in need of cash. If only he didn�t need the money for her mother�s treatment brain tumor before, he would never agree to Vice President�s ruthless agendas. The Doctor secretly exchanged the medicine.
The attending nurse put in the medicine to the intravenous. After a few minutes, Vice President�s husband died. They sent the nurse to jail, and she paid the crime she never did. The Doctor�s conscience still bothered him. When the Doctor passed the licensure exam, he watched the Nurse�s family who had a tough life and sent groceries secretly.
Years after, Vice President now wants the President to die. She didn�t know that the Doctor was working at Maryland. When she was searching for another doctor to use at the hospital, he saw the Doctor�s name. Vice President Ariana Marie immediately called the hospital and told them to assign the Doctor to the President. Then she called her trusted serial killers to kidnap his ten-year-old daughter. The death of Senator Forbes, the Marauders, and the power that she have has consumed her. Vice President Ariana Marie was ruthless, but no one dared to stop her because of her money and influence.

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

The Head of the Security has been quietly standing behind the door, and he listened to everything that the Vice President said while she was talking to her phone. He was sweating, and his heart was beating fast. It was not the same person that he loved. Then Vice President Ariana Marie suddenly appeared behind him.
�How long have you been there?� Vice President Marie interrogated.
�I just got hear.� The head of the security lied.
�Why do you look pale?� The Vice President inquired.
�I� must be hungry. May I grab something to eat? I�ll call for a sub.� He reasoned out to get away from the Vice President and clear his mind. Fortunately, Vice President agreed, and the sub security replaced him.
After breathing some fresh air, The Head of the Security realized that Senator Colette was right. As much as he hated the idea of complaining Vice President Ariana Marie, but it was the right thing to do. She needs help. The Security Head immediately went to Senator Colette�s office.
�Do you have time to talk?� The Security Head asked soon as he entered Senator Colette�s office who was reading his paperwork.
�Sure, have a seat.� Senator Colette answered, but the Security Head was not in his usual demeanor.
�What do you want to talk?� Senator Colette asked again.
�You�re right.� The Security Head acknowledged as he looked beyond the window.
�About what?� Senator Colette got curious and stopped reading reports.
�Ariana. She�s been living in darkness.�
�What do you mean?�
�I heard her speaking to the President�s doctor. She wants him dead. She killed her husband, too.� The Security Head painfully said and he mentioned everything to the Senator. Senator Colette calmed the Security Head and praised him for sharing what he heard. Both of them agreed to keep it a secret because Vice President Ariana has all the power to kill them once she finds out that they know about it. Senator Colette wanted to help the Doctor�s daughter, but in return, the Doctor has to surrender himself to the crime that he had committed. They�d also try to identify those killers that the Vice President hired to kill her husband.
Senator Colette and the Security Head drew a plan, but they need trusted people to help them. They know that they can�t talk to anyone about it, or they�ll die. The Security Head suggested to do it by themselves, but Senator Colette was undecided because it might turn them to killers, too. Suddenly, Senator Forbes� secretary opened the door, and they were both jumping on their seats. They nod at each other, and the Security Head went out of the office immediately.
Later that morning, Vice President Ariana Marie declared Martial Law to the suburbs because of the report the rioters have moved out of the cities. It was easy for her to convince her alliance because of the results that they received from the Army. However, her real purpose was to provide authority to the Military to confiscate citizen�s supplies, and force farmers to work day in and out.
At Southcrest Hospital, Doctor Johnson and his group have decided to leave the place a few days after the other part of the building got burned. Most of them died either because of the fire, or the intruders. The situation around the hospital was a little light, but the Marauder fighters have been in and out of the area. Erwin was one of the survivors, he escaped the burning portion of the hospital when the riot happened and hid in one of the restrooms in the West Building. He was aware of the groups of the medical staffs, but he decided to avoid them. It was because Erwin witnessed Dr. Johnson threatened Nurse Janette when they were hunting for supplies. Erwin was there hiding in the darkest part of the pantry, and that�s the time when he decided to live and die alone than be with traitors.
Leaving the place is Erwin�s top priority, but he has nothing to defend himself. He decided to gamble and go to the burned portion of the hospital with the thought that there must be weapons that he can use for protection. Soon as he reached the point of chaos, there were dead and burned bodies scattered. He continued walking and scanning the area when he heard a woman�s voice crying out for help. He wanted to run away, but his conscience stopped him. He carefully walked towards the backdoor exit and checked the woman through a small opening of the door. He saw a nurse sitting behind the garbage, but her uniform was full of blood.
Erwin walked back, but he stepped on the crashed and small stones that produced some sounds. He covered his face in disappointment, but the nurse was looking towards his direction and screamed for help.
�Help! Anyone there?� Nurse Janette tried to shout, but she was weak and hurt for days. Erwin went out of the broken door, and Nurse Janette somehow was relieved although she was unsure if Erwin was a friend or a foe.
�Please. Help me.� Nurse Janette pleaded.
�What happened to you?� Erwin asked.
�I�ve got two gunshots on my shoulder. I took dead bodies garments, and tied it on my back to stop the bleeding. Please help me remove the bullets. It�s making me weak.� Nurse Janette managed to explain everything to Erwin whom she didn�t even know.
�I don�t know how to help. I�m just a janitor of this hospital. Can you walk? I can bring you to the other side of the hospital. The surgery center is there maybe we can find something helpful.� Erwin tried to help Nurse Janette get on her feet.
They walked back to the West Building, but Nurse Janette was too slow, and she�s making noises. Erwin got concerned that someone might hear them, so he decided to carry Nurse Janette on his back. The path was dark and full of debris. None of them was talking because Nurse Janette was too weak while Erwin focused his eyes on their trail. Fortunately, they safely arrived at the Surgery Center, but there remained a few equipment and supplies. Erwin laid Nurse Janette on the operating bed.
�Nurse, are you still alive?� Erwin whispered soon as he saw Nurse Janette with closed eyes.
�Yea,� Nurse Janette tried to answer and opened her eyes.
�What should I do? How can I remove the bullet? There some equipment in here, but��
�Who�s there?� Someone from the hallway shouted. Erwin and Janette can�t hide because there was a little sunlight beaming through the small window. Erwin covered Janette with a cloth then grabbed surgical scissors on the edge of the bed.
�Who are you?� The man holding a gun went inside the Surgery Center. He recognized Erwin�s uniform and knew that he�s working in Southcrest. Erwin slowly faced the man and raised his two hands in the air.
�I�m not an enemy,� Erwin answered in surprise as he saw the man�s gun, but he can see that the man was also in pain.
�Why are you in here?� The man questioned again trying to hide his pain. It was too late for the man to pretend that he�s still fit to fight, so Erwin took his chance and ran towards the man direction. The man was about to pull his gun, but Erwin already dodged him, and they both fell on the ground. Erwin was on top punching the man, then stole the gun and pointed it at the man�s head, but the man faked his laugh.
�What�s funny?� Erwin asked while catching his breath.
�It has no bullet.� The man answered then punched Erwin�s groin, and he shouted in pain. The man stood and was about to beat Erwin to death when he heard someone said his name.
�Steve?� Nurse Janette said in a very soft voice, but enough to hear inside the Surgery room. Steve was standing where the sunlight glittered through the window.
Steve was surprised yet delighted to see Janette alive. Erwin was confused with what was happening, but he saw Steve�s abdomen and arms were bleeding.
�You�re bleeding,� Erwin said to Steve, but it seemed that Steve heard nothing.
�Janette,� Steve whispered to himself as he walked closer to Janette.
�I thought you were dead,� Steve added as he almost broke down into tears.
�Do you know him?� Erwin asked Janette as he stood up and walked to the other side of the operating bed facing Steve.
�Yes, he�s a doctor at this hospital,� Janette answered, but Steve noticed the blood on her shoulders and forgot about his pain.
�What happened to you?� Steve was concerned.
�She has two bullets on her back for a couple of days now,� Erwin answered, and Steve looked at him sharply.
�Who�s this guy, again?� Steve sounded annoyed.
�I helped her get in here. You�re a doctor, can you help her?� Erwin asked arrogantly.
�Yes. But you have to help me first,� Steve replied and looked for surgery tools that he can use for him and Janette. Fortunately, there were a scalpel, tweezers, shears, and five rolls of gauze. He sat on the floor where there was a beam of sunlight. It was not what they practiced in medical school, but Steve was already out of options. Erwin followed him, and Steve handed the scalpel as he untied the bloody cloth off his right arm. Erwin unwillingly accepted that scalpel then Steve instructed him to slice his skin where the wound was visible.
�Are you sure? Without anesthesia?� Erwin was in doubt.
�Please do it, Janette needs our help before the sun sets,� Steve replied as she looked on Janette who was sleeping.
Erwin sliced the skin then Steve cried in pain. He asked Erwin to hold his right arm and open it gently then he saw the bullet. Using his other hand, he pulled it out with the tweezers and Steve howled in pain again. Steve was breathing hard and immediately instructed Erwin to wrap his wound with gauze and reminded him to put pressure on it.
�Are you alright?� Erwin asked.
�Yea, let�s go. Please help me save Janette.� Steve answered, and they both stood up. Janette was already sleeping because of weakness. Steve thought that it was best not to wake her up, so she won�t feel the pain. They moved the operating bed to the sunlight which was already near the door. The sun was setting, and the light turned into yellow-orange.
Steve quickly pushed Janette, so she�s lying on her front. Then he checked Janette�s wound on the back of her shoulders. The bullet wasn�t that deep, but the shockwave sent trauma that shut her brain for days. Steve was still feeling the pain in his open wound, but he pushed himself to do the surgery.
�We�ll do the same. Could you hold Janette in that position while giving me an extra hand?� Steve asked, and Erwin agreed. Then Steve sliced Janette�s skin, but she suddenly woke up in pain.
�Shhh. It�s Steve. Please bear the pain, and try to be still.� Steve said as he cupped Janette�s face. He continued slicing then he slightly opened the wound and saw the first bullet. Steve pulled it with tweezers, as Janette yelled in pain then Erwin tried to hold her position. The second shot was farther than the first but on the same location. Steve had to cut another layer of the tissue to remove the bullet. It was difficult to see the second one as blood was already flowing, but Steve immediately pulled it and asked Erwin to wrap the wound because his other arm can�t give enough pressure.
�Let�s move out of here. I know a place.� Erwin suggested, and they left the Surgery Center.
It was already evening when they moved Janette to one of the recovery rooms on the third floor of the West Building. It�s been Erwin�s new hideout. There were a few bottled water and canned foods on the table, his remaining supplies. They were both standing behind the door while talking. Steve mentioned everything that has happened to him and his group. When they met the intruders at the parking area, he played dead when one of them shot him in the arm. The intruders� attention diverted when Joseph drove his car. Steve chose to continue pretending because he wanted to find Janette�s body. The other survivors forgot about him and followed Joseph afterward. Steve stayed in the parking lot for a day then searched inside the hospital, but he didn�t find Janette because she hid behind the big garbage metal dump. Then his wound started to make him weak, so he decided to go to the Surgery Center with the hope that there are tools that can save him.Erwin also told his story of how he survived. He was so afraid to fight for his life, so stayed inside the hospital then moved from one place to another.
�By the way. I haven�t thanked you yet for bringing Janette in here. And I�m Doctor Steve.� Steve said and offered his hand.
�I�m Erwin. I work here as a janitor.� Erwin replied, and they shake their hands.
�So what�s your plan?� Steve asked again.
�I want to get out of here,� Erwin replied.
�Likewise. Do you have a family?�
�They�re all dead.� Erwin is in his mid-twenties. He didn�t finish his education because his parents died, so he decided to work to live. Steve recognized the similarities between him and Erwin that�s why they got along well. They apologized for beating one another earlier.
�Why did you carry a gun without a bullet?� Erwin asked Steve sarcastically.
�It was for protection. You know, to threaten people. Unfortunately, you weren�t scared. You hit me hard, by the way.� Steve answered, and they both laughed.
�Both of you are too loud,� Janette spoke in a muffled voice then Steve hurried to her side.
�How are you feeling?� Steve asked full of concern.
�I�m fine. Thanks to the both of you.� Janette smiled at Steve and Erwin.
Nurse Janette introduced herself to Erwin, and Erwin did the same. She asked why Steve wasn�t on the farm, and he told her everything that had happened in the parking area and went after her. Nurse Janette blushed while Steve smiled back at her.
�Okay, enough with your love story. What�s the plan?� Erwin asked awkwardly.
�First, we get out of here. Then we follow Joseph and others to their farm.� Steve suggested.
�How do we get out of here?� Nurse Janette asked.
�Through this.� Steve showed the remaining two-way radio that his group gathered before. Steve and Erwin started to search for channels on the radio, and they requested for help, but there was no response on their first try. After attempting several times, a man finally answered on the other radio.
�Milington Naval Air Station, may I know who�s this? Over.� The man.
�Doctor Steve. We are survivors at the Southcrest Community Hospital, and there are Marauders nearby. We can�t go out. We need help. Over.� Steve reported.
�Hold your positions. We�ll provide support. Over.�
At nine in the evening, a chopper was flying around the hospital, and the station also called the Army. Milington Naval Air Station notified their presence, so Erwin, Steve, and Janette hurried at the entrance. They entered the Army truck, and the medical team attended to their wounds immediately. The Army brought them to the base office, but the General was still on his way. Colonel Eaton talked to them instead.
�You�re all from Southcrest? Do you know Joseph?� Colonel Eaton asked.
�He�s my best friend, Colonel. Do you have news about him?� Steve replied.
�We�re neighbors. They�re on the farm in Humvees, and he brought your car. He mentioned about saving his best friend�s precious toy.� Colonel Eaton answered and Steve smiled.
�We wanted to go there. Can you help us?� Steve eagerly questioned.
�I wanted to help, but it would be difficult with the General. He wanted to summon you back at service.� Colonel Eaton explained and advised the survivors to avoid mentioning about the farm because it means more trouble for Joseph and his group.
�That�s why he helped us? For the show?� Erwin angrily asked, but The General entered his office, and he saw the survivors talking to Colonel Eaton.
�Good evening, everyone. You�re you the survivors?� The General greeted.
�Yes, General,� Steve answered calmly.
�I assume you�re all aware of the Vice President�s order to recall all public servants back in service?� The General smiled at them. Steve and his group just nodded.
�General, can we give them some days of rest? It might not be helpful for them to work with their current situation. Besides, they�ve just been in a riot and got trapped inside the hospital. It must be traumatizing.� Colonel Eaton interrupted the General as he tried to protect the survivors, but the truth was that he wants them to be on the farm. The General got disappointed at the Colonel for interfering his decisions. In the end, the General allowed Steve, Nurse Janette, and Erwin to stay in the base camp while they are healing.
Steve felt relieved that they escaped the hospital, but he knew that they would eventually need to pay the price of asking for help with the Military. They were lucky to be in a room with three beds, food, water and security in the whole area. However, he was still unsure about their relocation. He looked at Erwin and Nurse Janette who were peacefully sleeping. Drowsiness hit Steve, so he decided to get some rest. Instead of going to his couch, he went to Nurse Janette�s bed and hugged her tight from behind.
Nurse Janette was dreaming of her past relationship with Steve. They were exclusively dating when Steve broke up with Janette. It was the time when Steve�s parents and brother died. Loneliness became his friend as he tried to be distant from Janette and other friends. She was so hurt, but half-heartedly accepted Steve�s decision, until one day they accidentally saw each other at Southcrest Community Hospital. Steve was in his first year working, while Nurse Janette just got hired. All of a sudden, the background changed, and there were Marauders behind Steve making shots at him. Steve fell to the ground full of blood then Janette shouted and burst into tears. Janette instantly woke up from her dream and felt Steve�s arms around her waist. Janette thought that it was still a dream when she heard Steve murmured,
�I thought I�d lost you, too,� Steve whispered and kissed her hair. Janette grabbed his hand and entwined it with her. There were unspoken words, but they both knew that the feeling was mutual.

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

It was five in the afternoon at the farm, but it was already getting dark. Maxine and Rashida were preparing the ingredients while Grandma Carmichael was getting ready to cook their meal. Victoria had finally healed, so she decided to help other two women of Southcrest Village wash the dishes. Grandpa Carmichael, Tony, Walter, and Joseph were feeding the farm animals while the Nurse and the rest of the Southcrest survivors just finished fixing the exterior of the farmhouse after the shooting incident against the Marauders a few days ago. Denise had also recovered from the trauma, and she�s playing with the children of the farm in the front yard. Captain Ellis and the rest of his Army scattered around the farm as they build higher and sharper barb wires.
Everyone was busy with their assigned tasks when they heard gunshots from the front yard. Without the knowledge of the people in the farm, three Marauders from the previous attack was still alive, and they�ve been spying their every action. It seemed that the farm was too big for the eight-man Army to watch it efficiently. Denise and Vicky shouted when they saw the dead bodies of other children from Southcrest. They immediately ran together with Bobby, his younger brother, and Ross. Joseph and Tony immediately rushed to carry them inside the house.
�Stay here,� Joseph told to Maxine and his kids. Grandpa Carmichael, Tony, Walter, and Joseph ran towards the barn to get some weapons. As Tony opened the oak door, the remaining intruder fired at him. Tony fell to the ground as the Marauder continued shooting the wooden door.
�Come on!� Walter shouted at Joseph.
�No! Tony!� Joseph replied.
�We have to move! We�ll all die if we don�t! Give me a lift, and I�ll climb through the window!� Walter answered.
�Go on! I�ll take care of Tony!� Grandpa Carmichael stated as he quickly lifted, and put Tony�s arm around his neck. They were all shouting because of the gunshots from the intruder inside the barn, and the others.
The Army was quick enough to fire back, as they captured the two Marauders hiding on the grass. However, as soon as the Army carried them, other gunshots were fired near the fence. Two small trucks parked outside, but with more Marauders. Everybody went down, as bullets came everywhere. The Marauders launched a grenade at the farm fencing, and they freely entered the farm spontaneously, and behind the trees. Joseph and Walter paused when they heard the explosion.
�Let�s go. Hurry! On three.� Walter stepped on Joseph�s entwined hand, and he jumped in full strength then grabbed the edge of the window. Walter opened the awning window upward and lifted himself up. The intruder was just below him, so he immediately attacked the Marauder to death. Joseph and Grandpa Carmichael followed inside the barn, but Tony looked pale. He had a gunshot between his left shoulder, and chest.
�Let�s get you inside the house. I�ll remove the bullet.� Joseph said to Tony.
�We�ll cover you,� Walter answered, then they hurried back inside the house. Grandpa Carmichael, Walter, Captain Ellis and the rest of the Army tried to hold their position and protect the farmhouse. However, there were just too many of them trying to invade their house and take away all of their supplies.
Rashida shouted soon as Joseph and Tony entered the house. Tony was still awake, but couldn�t speak because of weakness.
�Why are you here? You should all be upstairs.� Joseph was upset to the ladies because they were all waiting in the kitchen instead of hiding.
�What happened?� Maxine asked.
�There was a Marauder inside the barn. He fired soon as Tony opened the door. Where are the medical supplies?� Joseph asked the nurse.
�Where are you going?!� Joseph suddenly shouted at Rashida who was about to go to the barn.
�Enough of hiding. Just because we�re women doesn�t mean that we can�t fight.� Rashida stated with ignited emotions when she saw her wounded husband.
�I�m coming with you,� Maxine announced and Rashida nodded.
�So am I,� Victoria announced her arrival, too. Joseph couldn�t believe what he heard, but the ladies went to the barn before he can speak.
�Maxine!� Joseph tried to stop her wife, but he can�t just leave Tony behind.
�Women problems?� Tony uttered and smirked at Joseph while Grandma Carmichael took the children inside her room.
Joseph immediately laid down Tony on the sofa, while the nurse gathered the medical supplies from the Southcrest Surgery Center. They were about to start the operation when another gunshot shaken the house then the Nurse dropped down on the floor with blood on his head.
�Hi, Doctor.� A marauder greeted Joseph then aimed a gun at his head. The intruder entered from the kitchen when the ladies left the door unlocked. He walked behind Joseph to see his face, but Tony grabbed the surgical scissors and planted on the Marauder�s thigh. The intruder shouted in pain and Joseph immediately grabbed the gun, but the intruder still had the strength to refuse. They fought over the gun�s possession then Joseph kicked the surgical scissors to penetrate further, but the Marauder kicked his face using the other leg. Joseph fell and got dizzy, but his legs were long enough to boot the gun. He tried to stand up, but the intruder dodged and punched him in all angles. Joseph reached for the surgical scissors, pulled it and the intruder stopped hitting him as he felt the burning discomfort. Joseph hurriedly struck the marauder�s neck, and throat then pushed him away. Joseph was still dizzy and hurt, but he continued the surgery. He checked Tony, and his wound then grabbed the scalpel.
�This will hurt, Tony.� Joseph cut the skin between Tony�s left shoulder and his chest without anesthesia because there was nothing left. Tony cried in pain, but Joseph ignored it. He opened the wound, took the tweezers and searched for the bullet. Joseph had to cut another layer of the skin, but blood was flowing out rapidly. He grasped the longer tweezers and pulled the bolt immediately. The shot was too shallow, so he had to suture the wound.
Walter got surprised to see Rashida firing behind the barn, but it was too late to stop her. The Marauders overpowered the farm men as they penetrated almost half of the front yard. It was already getting dark, but the war continued. Suddenly, a group of bikers headed down the road of the farm. Everyone stopped firing as they looked at the eleven horning motorcycles, they were clueless who was coming. The leader upfront held an RPG on his other hand while maneuvering his big bike. He aimed the two small trucks and fired the shot. Explosion circulated the area as more marauders thrown in the air. Wounded Marauders ran away from the farm, as the bikers parked their motorcycles ten feet from the fence then Walter immediately recognized the Militia flag along with the US colors.
�They�re here! My friends from the Militia are here!� Walter screamed at the top of his lung. The Militia covered and fired the remaining Marauders inside the farm, and the battle resumed. With the help of Walter�s friends at the Militia, they defeated the other Marauder fighters again.
After the combat, The Militia went inside the farm to meet Walter and his group. The Army regrouped outside the farmhouse along with Grandpa Carmichael, Walter, Victoria, Rashida, Maxine, and Joseph.
�Sorry, we are late. Captain Finley of the Militia.� Finley went straight at Captain Ellis assuming that he was Walter.
�Thank you for the help. I�m Captain Ellis of the Army.�
�I heard from my men that a guy named Walter was asking for backup.�
�I am that guy.� Walter raised his hand he smiled at his friends. Walter introduced his friends to the Militia. He knows each one of them except for Finley. With his unfamiliarity, Walter asked his friends about him. One of the members of the militia said that Finley insisted to lead the group after he heard the conversation with Walter, and he knew that there were enough supplies in the area.
Walter had a bad feeling about Finley, but he waived the idea shortly. The people of the farm decided to bury the dead bodies, again. However, as per Captain Finley�s order, he wanted to burn the Marauders remains because that�s what they deserve. No one tried to oppose Finley�s suggestion because everyone got tired of the battle. Walter remembered his conversation with his Militia friends earlier. One of them mentioned that Captain Finley was arrogant, and he wants to be always in-charge of everything.
Tony was resting in one of the rooms upstairs while Rashida and his kids monitored his condition. Joseph, on the other hand, was in the living area as Maxine aided his wounds on his face.
�Didn�t you get hurt?� Joseph asked Maxine as he remembered her heroic stunt earlier.
�Nope,� Maxine replied.
�You almost gave me a heart attack. What if something bad happened to you?� Joseph expressed his disappointment.
�Now you know how it feels,� Maxine replied plainly.
�Are you giving tit for tat?� Joseph got annoyed.
�No, Joseph. I also want to let you know that I can defend my family, too.� Maxine answered.
�Is this about Bobby�s training with the military again?� Joseph questioned, but Maxine pressed Joseph�s bruise as her response.
�Look, I was protecting��
�Joseph, you don�t have to be that superhero. You wanted Bobby to join that training, why can�t I kill those criminals? I know your purpose, but we�re all in a battle now. Whether we like it or not, everyone is involved. I think I�m on the right age to decide my own.� Maxine stated as he cut Joseph�s sentence.
�Now I know where Bobby got his attitude,� Joseph replied trying to break the tension. He didn�t want to argue with his wife amidst the war.
�I just thought that you hated guns?� He teased Maxine.
�Not anymore after Bobby saved me twice,� Maxine answered, and they both giggled.
At the White House, Vice President headed out later that evening. The Head of the Security was surprised that she didn�t want anyone to come with her, so he immediately called Senator Colette and asked him if they can follow the Vice President. They agreed and met at the parking lot then waited for the Vice President�s car outside the White House. Senator Colette drove carefully and kept their distance.
Vice President Ariana Marie drove to North Bethesda and parked outside an empty warehouse. She entered the place while Senator Colette and the Security Head waited outside. After thirty minutes, the Vice President went out and propelled her car away. Then a stranger surveyed the area before closing the door.
�Let�s go.� Senator Colette wanted to get off the car immediately.
�Hold on. Wear this.� The Security Head handed a black cloth face mask. Senator Colette knocked on the door. When the stranger opened, the Security Head knocked him off with a punch immediately. The warehouse was a large blank space, and a girl sat in the middle with hands tied on her back. The tape covered her mouth, and she was surprised to see two men with covered faces like criminals.
Senator Colette and the Security Head tied the stranger immediately then they freed the girl. They introduced themselves then ran towards their car. They called and waited for the police before leaving the area. Senator Colette wanted to be sure that the stranger got caught. They know that the stranger is a criminal, so the Police should recognize him through his records.
�Don�t be afraid. We�ll drive you to your father.� Senator Colette said, but the girl was shaking.
�Do you remember the way?� Senator Colette asked. The girl nodded her head and instructed her home. They entered a subdivision and went directly to the girl�s house. It was a huge white, and yellow house. Senator Colette pressed the doorbell. The man went out of the door and opened the gate.
�Daddy!� The girl yelled and hugged his father.
�Who are you?� the Doctor asked Senator Colette and the Security Head.
�They saved me, Daddy.� The girl replied. Then Senator Colette introduced himself again.
They all went inside the house, and the Doctor offered them biscuits and juice.
�Thank you for saving my daughter. Why did you do it?� The Doctor asked.
�We want you to surrender yourself.� The Security Head answered
�What? I don�t understand.� The Doctor showed anxiety.
�We know what you did to that nurse.� Senator Colette replied.
�She hired many of them, and your family is in great danger.� The Security Head tried to warn the Doctor.
�You need to pay for your crime, so that innocent Nurse gets her freedom. Let the police handle your family�s safety.� Senator Colette added.
�You�re working for the Vice President. Don�t you?� The doctor was confused.
�We won�t give back your daughter if we were working for her.� The Security head got disgusted. Then they heard the little girl calling his father.
�Kill me if you want, but I�ll stay here for my family. Now if you�ll excuse me, my daughter needs a rest. Thank you again, but may I ask you to leave my house.� The Doctor replied. Disappointment filled their emotions, but they left the house quietly. The Security Head was angry, but they have no evidence to show that Doctor committed a crime and that Vice President Ariana Marie wanted to kill the President.
Later that evening, Vice President Ariana Marie was furious when she heard the news that the stranger got caught, but she�s confident that the man won�t drag her name. The Vice President has been giving a substantial amount of money to her serial killers. She walked to the balcony of her office to breathe some fresh air when Vice President Ariana saw the head of the security went out of a familiar car. The security head proceeded to the Vice President�s office immediately.
�Madam Vice President, good evening. I thought you�re out the for the rest of the evening.� The security head greeted in surprise.
�I thought, too, but a change of plan. Where have you been?� Vice President interrogated him.
�I ate my dinner.� He answered, but Vice President knew that she was lying.
�Really? Tell me, what have you been up to?� Vice President added.
�What do you mean?� The Security Head swallowed, his mouth felt dry.
�You�ve been acting weird. Also, I saw you went off an unfamiliar car.�
�It was my friend�s car.� Vice President knew that the security Head was hiding something. She just dropped the conversation and let him have his rest.

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

One hour before midnight, everyone gathered inside the farmhouse. No one had the chance to get a good rest after the attack, except for Joseph and Tony, because they cleared the dead bodies, and checked the whole farm. Finley stated that the Army wasn�t delivering enough protection. Captain Ellis got offended, so he argued with Finley.
�With all due respect Captain Finley, you just got here. Do you have any idea what we had to go through?� Captain Ellis announced.
�Don�t get it too personal, Captain. I�m only concerned with people�s well-being. If you were securing the area, then why three Marauders were hiding around the perimeter?� Finley loftily answered, but Captain Ellis looked at him sharply.
�Then what do you suggest, Captain?� Grandpa Carmichael asked Finley who looked irritated with the childish act of the two Captains.
�First, let�s cut those grass. Then we build a tougher defense. We�ll continue making those barb wires around the farm. The Army will guard in during the day then we�ll take turns at night.� Finley announced, and no one disagreed except Captain Ellis.
�As if we haven�t been doing what you just said?� Captain Ellis tried to puzzle Finley.
�Yea, but this time we�ll make it better,� Finley answered back then they both wildly stared at each other.
�However, I think that we can also use the grass to our advantage?� Grandpa Carmichael said trying to cope up with the conversation. He realized that he has all the rights to control his farm as the owner and a retired General. However, Grandpa Carmichael didn�t want to share that his previous position because he didn�t want the Government to order him back. He�s done with the Army long ago.
�But it�s a huge risk to keep those tall grasses,� Finley replied.
�If the Marauders attack us again, the tall grasses could provide us a better counter-attack.� Grandpa Carmichael answered.
�Grandpa, I know you own the farm, but��
�Exactly, I own the farm. I understand what�s best to guard my place, and I know more than you think I comprehend.� Grandpa answered before Finley could talk.
�I understand Mr. Carmichael, but things are different now. Let�s leave those grasses, but from now on I will be in charge of the security measures. Whether you like it or not, you need our help.� Finley replied. Captain Ellis and Grandpa Carmichael looked at each other. Finally, everyone agreed and decided to get some rest.
April 23, 2014. The Carmichael household woke up after a heated debate with Finley last night. Grandpa Carmichael was still upset with the idea that someone was overpowering him inside his farm. Grandma Carmichael tried to calm him and said that Finley was right, they need their help to keep the place away from the hands of the Marauders. For the meantime, they have to deal with the Army and Militia.
Joseph, Tony, and Walter harvested some farm crops while Maxine, Rashida, Victoria fed the farm animals. Then their kids helped Grandma Carmichael prepare their breakfast. There have been some changes with their chores since a lot of men from the farm died because of the recent attack. Grandpa Carmichael and Captain Ellis were inside the barn checking their weapons.
�Can I trust you, Captain?� Grandpa Carmichael suddenly asked as he faced Captain Ellis.
�What do you mean, Mr. Carmichael?� Captain Ellis replied.
�Nothing. Things have been odd lately, and I don�t know who to trust anymore.� Grandpa Carmichael answered.
�You mean that Captain Finley?� They looked at each other and understood that they had the same sentiments. Grandpa Carmichael took a deep breath and continued checking their weapons.
�You can trust me, General Carmichael. My men and I will do everything to help you protect your place and its people. For as long as I am here, no one can steal your home from you.� Captain Ellis saluted as a form of respect to the retired General Carmichael.
�Thank you, Captain. I hope you don�t mind, but are you only doing it because Colonel Eaton has your trust?�
�No, Mr. Carmichael. To be honest, I was hesitant at first when he assigned me here, but when I saw those helpless people, it touched my heart. What�s my right to decline to serve other people when my seniors are promoting such goodness?� Captain Ellis answered then smiled.
With the additional members, Joseph thought that they have to add more supplies. Walter suggested that they can go to the town, so Grandpa Carmichael and Tony agreed. Captain Ellis asked Finley if his militia can go with Joseph and others, but he refused. Walter�s friends at Militia insisted that they should go with them, but Finley stated that his men have to sleep because they need the energy to watch them efficiently later at night. Captain Ellis closed his fist in disgust, but Grandpa Carmichael grabbed his wrist.
�It�s alright, Captain Ellis. I think we can manage.� Grandpa said.
�I can accompany you.� Captain Ellis replied.
�You�re very much needed in here. We�ll be alright.� Grandpa Carmichael smiled and winked at Captain Ellis. Grandpa meant that the farm needs Captain Ellis and his men if ever the Marauders return, or if Finley does something evil.
�Please bring these.� Captain Ellis handed out their firearms and radios.
�I thought it�s broken?� Joseph got surprised.
�Found them inside the barn. Perhaps, one of the Militia tried to fix it last night.� Captain Ellis answered.
Grandpa Carmichael, Joseph, Walter, and Tony walked at the back of to the farm to pick which car they�re going to use. They decided to use Grandpa�s Vintage Red Farm Truck, but Tony teased Grandpa if his car can safely bring them to town. Tony wanted to drive the vintage car that has been on their farm since he was a child. Grandpa Carmichael was beside him while Joseph and Walter stayed on the open back. Halfway of their journey, a tinted SUV appeared behind them. It was running fast as if it was on a race, then suddenly reached behind the farm truck. It was unusual for Joseph that the SUV stayed close to them, so he grasped his rifle. Walter saw Joseph looked at the suspicious tinted car and he did the same.
A man on the passenger seat opened his window and fired at the farm truck. Joseph and Walter immediately laid down on the truck�s cover. Walter immediately shot, but the SUV was too fast. The next thing they know, the tinted car was already blocking their driveway. Joseph had his presence of mind and reached for the radio.
�Captain Ellis. We have a situation here. Suspected Marauders riding a tinted Silver SUV blocked our way two miles from the town.� Joseph reported, but there were gunshots again. Four intruders went down the SUV.
�Get down of your truck and leave your guns or I�ll blow your head!� One of the intruders shouted while holding an RPG.
�Where do they get their weapons? And that SUV is freaking cool.� Walter uttered.
�They must�ve stolen it,� Joseph answered. He knocked on the small glass window between the driver�s seat and the back of the farm truck. Tony and Grandpa Carmichael descend, so Joseph and Walter did the same. The intruders ran towards the farm truck and took them as hostages.
They were handcuffing Joseph�s group when Grandpa Carmichael did a headbutt to his watcher. Other intruders looked at them, so Joseph and his group took advantage of the situation. Joseph pulled his right hand with handcuff straight to the first intruder�s face. Walter kicked back his watchman in between the legs, while Tony did combo punches to his guard. Everyone thought that they�d easily win the fight when Grandma Carmichael cried in pain. Tony looked at him, and he saw a knife stabbed his stomach. The intruder recovered his gun and pointed it at Grandpa Carmichael�s head while his belly was bleeding.
�Stop!� The intruder shouted, and everyone looked at his direction.
�Dad! Please don�t shoot!� Tony pleaded.
Joseph and his group got captured. One intruder drove the SUV, and the rest rode at the back of the farm truck. Joseph begged if he can check Grandpa�s condition who sat at the junction of the vehicle, but the intruders stopped him. Another intruder ran the farm truck while the remaining two guarded Joseph, Tony, and Walter.
All of a sudden, the Army truck appeared behind them. They were firing at each other when one intruder pulled Tony and aimed a gun at his head.
�Don�t shoot!� Tony was shouting at the Army truck and waved his hands in the air. Abruptly, three Militia on their motorcycles quickly appeared from the counter path of the road and Finley riding his big bike was moving at maximum speed behind the Army truck. The intruders got confused with the roaring engines as they started to look around.
One of the Militia from the opposite direction was heading fast towards the SUV. He jumped on the seat while driving the motorbike, but the SUV didn�t back down.
�Let�s kill one another.� The SUV driver muttered to himself. Finley�s ride intersected with the other two motorcycles and the farm truck. The Militia on the other road dove on the air and Finley grabbed the Militia�s right arm as he locked his left leg around the backseat of the big bike. The motorcycle collided with the SUV, and an explosion happened.
The farm truck suddenly stopped as the other two Militia bikers appeared at each side. The two intruders got startled, but before they could point their guns, the militia pulled their triggers and shot the intruders� heads. Tony closed his eyes as blood flowed on the truck. Everything happened fast, so the robber inside the farm truck looked into the small glass window to check his friends, but the Army vehicle already moved beside him. Captain Ellis steered his gun through the open window of the driver�s seat and pulled the trigger without hesitation.
Walter instructed his militia friends on the farm truck to look for the handcuff keys on one of the intruders� pocket. Joseph and Tony immediately laid down Grandpa Carmichael who was already unconscious but still breathing.
�We have to get back home! Joseph, please. I�m begging. Treat him.� Tony shouted as he tried to wake his father.
�I will, but you have to calm down, Tony. Breathe.� Joseph assured him. Walter immediately drove the farm truck back to their home then the militia riders and the Army vehicle followed.
Everyone at the house got frightened, as Joseph and Tony carefully carried Grandpa Carmichael to his room. Walter followed and assisted Joseph. He immediately injected an intravenous fluid then he decided to pull the knife off Grandpa�s stomach to examine the depth of the blade and the severity of the wound. The wound was deep and fatal, as it entered Grandpa�s diaphragm and slightly penetrated the abdominal aorta. It caused the circulatory system to temporarily breakdown that led to Grandpa Carmichael�s unconsciousness.
Joseph suspected that the tissue was cut and caused internal bleeding. He tried to put pressure on the wound because it was bleeding rapidly before doing the surgery. When the blood flow subsequently stopped, Joseph opened the wound and searched for the source of the bleed in the aorta. Time was his enemy because he had to repair the broken tissue as fast as he could before it could cause complications. After a few minutes, Joseph had successfully restored the abdominal aorta and eliminate the excess blood. However, Walter noticed that Grandpa Carmichael had stopped breathing. Joseph immediately performed a Cardiopulmonary resuscitation twice while Walter assisted the wound, but Grandpa Carmichael wasn�t responding.
�Come on, dad,� Tony uttered while tears fell from his eyes while watching Joseph do the CPR.
�No, no, no,� Joseph said to himself as he pumped Grandpa�s chest. Luckily, another complete cycle of CPR revived Grandpa, but he was still numb.
Then Joseph quickly closed and sutured the wound with the help of Walter. He assisted Grandpa�s medical needs after the surgery to give Joseph a rest while Grandma Carmichael held Grandpa�s hand on the other side of the bed.
After the operation of Grandpa Carmichael, while having their lunch, the Army thought that it was a good idea to ask for Sheriff Katcher�s help in guarding the farm. Everyone agreed, so they immediately contacted Sheriff through the radio. The Army said that the Marauders attacked their area several times to get their supplies. Sheriff Katcher mentioned that some of his farms also got attacked twice, but the difference was that had enough men to cover the place effectively compared with Carmichael�s farm. Fortunately, Sheriff and his deputies agreed to travel the farm and see what they can do to increase the security.
On their way to the farm, Sheriff Katcher along with his ten more deputies got attacked. A truck was chasing and firing gunshots. They tried to speed up, but the Marauders were catching up. The Sheriff didn�t want to take the intruders to Carmichael�s farm, so they decided to reroute into the forest and take the battle there. Fortunately, Sheriff and his group were able to beat the Marauder fighters, but some of them received minor wounds.
Sheriff Katcher saw Grandpa Carmichael�s condition and hoped for his fast recovery. Joseph and Walter helped the four injured deputies and gave them first aid treatment. Sheriff appreciated the gesture, and he promised to deliver supplies and medicines. On the other hand, the Army, Militia, Sheriff and the remaining of his group built thicker and higher rolled barb wires around the walls of the farm. They also build metal fences in the front yard the whole day.

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE

They finished strengthening the defense at dawn, so Sheriff Katcher and his deputies decided to wait on the farm. A truck of supplies and medical needs immediately arrived before the sun rose. Everyone at the farm woke up, except for the Militia who were taking their rest after their overnight duty. Grandpa Carmichael was still unconscious, and his wife stayed beside him all the time. Maxine, Rashida, and Victoria managed the kitchen and prepared their meal.
Sheriff Katcher held a short meeting with the whole Carmichael�s farm household while eating their dinner.
�By the way, Joseph. Has every one of you heard about the Martial Law extension?� Sheriff Katcher directly asked Joseph.
�Yes,� Joseph answered plainly, but he had a feeling where�s that talk going.
�Well, they knew about the farms in here, and they want to confiscate our supplies.� Sheriff Katcher said.
�But they�re ours?� Tony replied.
�I understand, but the Government also has the rights to confiscate the possession of its people whenever needed under Martial Law.� The sheriff tried to explain.
�That�s why you agreed to come here? You�ll confiscate everything that we have?� Tony argued. He became irascible after what happened to his father, but Rashida tried to calm him.
�No. I wouldn�t deliver new supplies to get yours. Truly, I�m also here to deliver the conversation I had with Colonel Eaton.� Sheriff Katcher replied.
�The Colonel wants all of us to help one another to bring back peace. My deputies, the Army, and the Militia will secure the whole place until we defeat the Marauders. Also, Joseph and Walter. Colonel Eaton wanted you to go back in service, and run the town hospital.� He added. Joseph got surprised and looked at Maxine. He thought that Colonel Eaton was trying to protect him, but he felt betrayed.
�Just the two of us? That�s insane! No one can run a hospital with just two staff members! You�re going to kill us.� Walter got furious.
�Don�t worry, Walter. We�ve been gathering a medical team that can help you.� Sheriff Katcher answered.
�What if we don�t agree?� Joseph bravely asked.
�I�m sorry Joseph. You know you can�t, or the government will�� It was too hard for Sheriff to finish his sentence.
�Kill me?� Joseph continued.
�No, your family.� Walter replied. Joseph looked at the Sheriff, his deputy, Captain Ellis and his family. The news stunned him. He�d rather die, than risk his family�s life.
�So you came here to pretend that you want to help us that you even sent supplies to make it convincing, but the truth is that you want them back on service. You helped us build defenses to give us the assurance then bring the Army and Militia with you? The medical help was just a cover to give us a relief that we can heal ourselves, so you can also take Joseph and Walter. And you wanted my father to recover fast, and get him back at service. If they refused, you�re saying that you�ll kill them because you�re a part of your government. Am I right Sheriff? Tell me!!� Tony yelled at Sheriff Katch with burning eyes as he slammed the long dinner table. No one dared to answer as his emotions slowly consumed him, but his wife tried to calm him.
�I�m sorry, Tony. I�m just following an order.� Sheriff Katcher replied, but there were regrets in his eyes. He and his deputies decided to get back home, but he reminded the Carmichael�s that they can still call him if they need anything.
Without anyone�s knowledge, Sheriff Katcher received an order from the General. He heard about Joseph and his group from Steve when he was having a conversation with Colonel Eaton. The General got interested in the strategic location, the supplies that the farm has, and wanted to get the possession. The General immediately reached Sheriff Katcher and ordered him to recall all their protection under Colonel Eaton�s command. Sheriff Katcher dismissed because Grandpa Carmichael is his good friend, but his family received threats.
Tony was still furious about Sheriff, but Joseph said that maybe Colonel Eaton was only protecting them. Maxine didn�t say anything, but she got dismayed. They all understand that there�s Martial Law ruling the country, but they thought that Colonel Eaton was their ally. Captain Ellis can�t believe that the Colonel mandated Sheriff because he saw the concern in his eyes when they met at Southcrest.
After a day, Sheriff Katcher and his deputies immediately prepared the hospital. They made sure that the Humvees Hospital has all the basic types of equipment and medicines particularly medicines for gunshots and stabbed wounds. They also made sure that there�s security around the perimeter as well as for Joseph and Walter. They have agreed that the hospital will only operate from eight in the morning until five in the evening until the new medical team arrives. However, because Grandpa Carmichael was unconscious, Joseph worked at day while Walter takes his shift at night, so they�d still have someone to watch Grandpa.
Their first day running the hospital went steady, most of the patients were only asking for medicines, or wanted to check their health. Joseph treated a few gunshot patients, and he performed surgery successfully. The Army was assigned to town to assist Sheriff Katcher to maintain peace and order while Captain Ellis along with three more Army was in charge of the doctors� safety. The Militia, on the other hand, got promoted as deputies. In exchange, Finley and four of his men stayed on the farm to protect the Carmichaels. It was easier to control the area because there were fewer refugees because of a shortage of food, water, and shelter.
�Would this be our life now?� Maxine asked while Joseph was eating his dinner. He didn�t know what to say because he knew that his wife was worried again.
�It�s better than when I was at Southcrest, right? At least I still get to see you every day then we also have personal protection.� Joseph answered trying to lift Maxine�s mood. She smiled a little, but Joseph knew that she was faking.
�Sweetie, I don�t know how long, but believe that things will get better soon. We might have no control over our lives for now but keep your faith. It�s not the end if things aren�t great.� Joseph answered as he stood up and walked behind Maxine�s chair then gave her a tight hug.
�We�ll keep on fighting until we get the life that we deserve,� Joseph whispered to Maxine�s ear.

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX

Joseph and Captain Ellis reached the hospital and saw a queue of people. It was normal because citizens got flu due to improper nutrition. Another sunrise, yet Joseph and his family are still in chaos especially the Marauders, and the General wanted to get the farm. Some people moved out because of scarcity, but most citizens remained. Sheriff Katcher�s conscience bothered him, and Tony�s words were continuously playing on his mind. He didn�t want to do such evil thing, but his family was in great jeopardy. The Sheriff was still communicating with Joseph and his family trying to reckon his confidential mistake, but Joseph said that it�s alright for as long as his family is safe and that the Sheriff do his job in guarding the town. Trying to do the right thing, Sheriff Katcher reached to other farms of the village to unite.
Grandma Carmichael. Tony and Maxine were taking turns in monitoring their father. Grandma was in charge in the morning, Maxine in the afternoon, and Tony throughout the night. Granma Carmichael held Grandpa�s right hand when she felt that his fingers moved, and slowly opened his eyes. They both smiled at one another, but Grandma was in tears. She immediately called Joseph who was preparing to go to the hospital, and the rest of the household followed.
�Dad!� Everyone shouted in joy as they entered the room.
�Dad, you should lay down,� Joseph advised.
�I�ve been sleeping for days, for God�s sake.� Grandpa Carmichael answered sarcastically.
�You should have at least waited for us before sitting down. Your wound hasn�t healed yet.� Tony answered.
�Relax, Tony. I wanted to see you all coming through that door.� Grandpa answered and smiled.
�How are you feeling, dad?� Joseph checked.
�It still hurts a little, but I feel great. Thank you, Joseph.� Grandpa replied assuring his family that his alright. Joseph smiled then continued to replace the fluid and put Grandpa�s medicine.
The family was in the middle of a pleasant conversation when Joseph excused himself because he had to go to the hospital. They told everything that had happened in a couple of days. Grandpa Carmichael wasn�t surprised, but he was worried about his friend Sheriff Karmichael. It wasn�t his method to do such things, but maybe it�s true that people change to save their lives. Grandpa Carmichael told his family to be alert all the time and that they have nothing against the law. If the time comes that the Government is stepping on their rights, they have to fight whatever it takes.
The town has been quiet for days, but they are sure that the Marauders will attack soon. Captain Ellis finally talked about his thoughts on Sheriff�s order from Colonel Eaton during their break.
�I feel that something is wrong. It�s not Colonel�s style.� Captain Ellis said.
�I know, I trusted him,� Joseph answered plainly.
�I tried to contact him, but he wouldn�t answer.� Captain Ellis replied.
�I�m sure his fine.�
�Joseph, I know you feel angry but don�t let it consume you. Colonel Eaton is a nobleman. It�s either he did it for a reason, or someone did it for him.� Captain Ellis advised as if he knows the Colonel well. Joseph looked at him and admired the trust that he had for Colonel Eaton.
�How much trust do you have for him?� Joseph asked.
�He saved my life twice. I�d do the same for him thrice.� Captain Ellis answered. No one talked for minutes as they quietly eat their sandwich when they heard someone on the radio.
Steve, Janette, and Erwin felt better, and their wounds healed. Steve was playing with the radio that he still had from Southcrest hospital. He pressed one of the channels, said hello and sang an Elvis Presley song. However, he got stunned when someone responded and stated his name.
�Steve? Is that you?�
�Who�s there?� Steve wondered.
�Joseph!�
�Why the hell do you sing on a radio? God, that was annoying!� Joseph teased Steve.
�How are you? I�m so glad to hear you again!� Steve replied with tears in his eyes.
�I must ask that question. I thought you�re dead. Why didn�t you come here?�
�Long story, Joseph. I hope to tell you everything when I see you.� Steve replied. Joseph knew their current location, but they had to end soon because a patient moved to the hospital with excessive bleeding.
Steve felt felicitous talking to his best friend again. He walked around the Army base to look for Colonel Eaton, but he got surprised when he entered his office, but it was locked. He had a bad feeling, so he used the burglar skills he developed when his parents died and had to feed himself. Steve unlocked the door using his nail then Colonel Eaton was sleeping while tied on a chair with a bruised face.
�Colonel!� Steve rushed towards the chair and tried to wake him up. Colonel opened his eyes, and Steve felt relieved that he was still alive.
�What happened? Who did that to you?� Steve asked in a low voice.
�General beat me, so I can�t stop his plan. He ordered Sheriff Katcher to recall Joseph and the rest in service using my name. He wanted that farm, and kill its people if they refuse. We have to go there now, and help them.� Colonel hardly spoke. They stole one of the Army�s truck and filled it with weapons and supplies. Nobody noticed because the Army was busy with the recent Marauder attacks around the country. Steve drove the car while Nurse Janette aided Colonel Eaton at the rear of the vehicle.
After his shift, Joseph tried to connect with Steve again, but there was no response. They heard Finley instead saying that the farm got another attacked. They requested for immediate back to the other fams and Sheriff Katcher, but there was a massive marauder attack at Humvees.
Everyone was firing at the Carmichael�s farm. The Marauders were hiding behind the trees in the front yard luckily they build a better defense. Walter, Tony, Maxine, Rashida, Victoria, Booby, Denise, Ross, Vicky, Finley and his Militia all held a gun. Grandpa wanted to fight, but Grandpa stopped her. Both of them stayed inside a room with Joseph�s youngest son. However, Marauders outnumbered them again when Joseph, Captain Ellis, and his Army reached the farm and fired the intruders hiding behind the tree. They thought that they won the battle when another truck of Marauders fired at the Army�s truck. Joseph and the Army hid behind the wheels, but it wasn�t enough defense. More Marauder fighters descend, and the Army can�t do a counter-attack. All of a sudden, another vehicle came, but they can see passengers because of the darkness.
�Who�s that?� Joseph was afraid because it seemed like another truck, and it might be another group of Marauders.
�An Army�s truck!� Captain Ellis replied after staring at it for several minutes, then it parked beside them.
Joseph and the Army were indefinite about the passengers of the truck until they get off. Colonel Eaton, Denise, and Erwin hid behind their vehicle.
�Colonel! Captain Ellis yelled.�
�Hey! We got to blow them!� Colonel Eaton answered as he rolled grenades on the ground.
�Ready! Throw on three!� Colonel Eaton directed, and Captain Ellis nodded. Each of them threw one grenade at the Marauders� truck then Steve came from nowhere and immediately fired a machine gun after the explosion.
�You sons of bitches!� Steve yelled as he shoots then the rest of the Army and people at the farm fired again at the Marauders. After the riot, Joseph and his group protected their land as they defeat the Marauders again.
Joseph and Steve quickly ran towards one another and hugged while Nurse Janette and Erwin followed.
�It was so good to see you, brother,� Joseph uttered.
�Janette!� Joseph hugged her as tears almost fell on him.
�Likewise. By the way, he�s Erwin. He�s a janitor at Southcrest. He also saved us. I hope we can stay here, Joseph.� Steve humbly said.
�Don�t be such an idiot. We�ve been waiting for all of you. Come let�s go inside.� Joseph replied.
On the other hand, Colonel Eaton ordered the Army to immediately check the Marauders� bodies because he knows that some of them had minor wounds, especially after the blast. Colonel Eaton and the Army grouped the dead bodies and unconscious survivors and tied all of them. However, Finley and his group aimed their guns at the Colonel, and his troop followed then Captain Ellis, and his army protected the Colonel.
�I thought he�s a traitor,� Finley said.
�The General ordered Sheriff and used my name.� Colonel Eaton explained then Steve immediately ran towards the tension.
�Enough, drop your weapons. General beat and tied him for days.� Steve stated then both groups withdrew their guns. Colonel Eaton declared about the General�s disposal, and he�s sure that he�ll come to the farm soon.
Everyone hugged inside the farm especially when the Southcrest medical staff got a mini-reunion. Steve mentioned how did he survive as well as Denise and Erwin. Then Joseph and his family told the recent events at the farm. Amidst the tension, Grandma Carmichael cooked a delicious dinner for everyone. After a very bloody riot, she said that they still have a lot to celebrate.They were thankful that no one got hurt, Joseph�s friends were alive, and Grandpa Carmichael had finally woke up.

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN

Captain Ellis along with three men from his troop conveyed Walter to the hospital because he had to do his duty at night even after the riot. It was getting late, but the people have a lot of things to finish. The Militia burned the lifeless remains of the Marauders. Colonel Eaton, on the other hand, asked Joseph and Steve if they can aid the wounded Marauder fighters. Tony and Grandpa Carmichael listened, but they got surprised with the intention. They gathered at the dining table while the ladies washed the dishes.
�It feels good that you�re finally here, Colonel. But may I ask why do we have to heal those killers?� Joseph asked.
�With the hope that we might get some vital information from them.� Colonel Eaton replied.
�It�s a risk. Are you sure that the truth will be exposed?� Steve questioned Colonel�s idea.
�What if they find a way to betray us?� Joseph added.
�That would also reduce our supplies,� Tony added.
�I guess the point of life is that you have to take risks. Marauders have billion of supporters out there, and they can attack everywhere. However, it�s odd that they kept on going back to this farm.� Colonel Eaton answered while Steve and Joseph looked at one another.
�What do you imply, Colonel?� Grandpa Carmichael got puzzled as well the others.
�It�s just strange for me. There are other active farms out there who have less security, yet Marauders have attacked this place several times. Then the General got interested in the farm as well. Is it only for the supplies?� Colonel Eaton replied trying to figure out if things were just accidental. Grandpa Carmichael decided to have a rest after their short meeting then Tony accompanied him to the room. They talked about Colonel Eaton�s thoughts about the endless assault on the farm.
�Dad, do you have any idea about Colonel�s theory?� Tony asked.
�I�m not sure, but he has a point, and his facts are correct.� Grandpa Carmichael replied.
�Then what would the reason why the Marauders kept on coming back?�
�Those hostages, hopefully, they�d talk,� Grandpa answered.
Joseph and Steve finally agreed to treat a dozen of injured Marauders. The doctors removed all the bolts in each body while Colonel Eaton made sure that no Marauder survivor would harm them. Nurse Janette and Erwin also came out of the house to assist Steve. Maxine and Victoria helped Joseph with his needs. After each operation, Colonel Eaton laid individual body over a banana leave then tied their hands and feet. After two hours, they�d successfully treated their hostages.
�Thank you, doctors, and to all of you who helped. Please have a rest. I�ll take it from here.� Colonel Eaton announced.
�May I help you, Colonel?� Erwin asked, and Colonel agreed.
Maxine and Rashida went to the rooms while Denise wanted to catch up to Nurse Janette. She mentioned her survival story and how she saw Steve again. Meanwhile, Joseph and Steve decided to drink a cup of coffee.
�Next time you do a stupid prank, I swear I�m going to kill you,� Joseph said when he suddenly remembered Steve�s heroic action at Southcrest.
�Sorry. I knew I had to do it alone. You had your family waiting for you.� Steve replied.
�So, what�s the score between you and Nurse Janette?� Joseph teased him trying to change the subject.
�You know what she meant to me. I�ve been feeling the same ever since I met her. It�s just that I had to give up our relationship to find myself again after my folks died.� Steve smiled.
�Well, I want you to know that I�m happy for the both of you. I think you�ve matured so much?� Joseph tapped Steve�s shoulder, and they laughed.
�How�s my car? It was sweet of you to bring her here.� Steve teased back.
�Shut up. I repaired and cleaned it, do you want to see?� Joseph asked.
�Maybe tomorrow. You should get some rest. I know you�re on duty.� Steve replied. He wanted to help in the hospital, but he has a lot of work to do on the farm. Joseph asked him if he can monitor Grandpa�s condition while Sheriff Katcher hasn�t found out about his profession. Then Colonel Eaton also assigned him and Nurse Janette to take care of their hostages.
�He should be super tired,� Steve muttered to himself and smirked when he saw Joseph�s walkie-talkie over the dining table beside his cup.
He was about to clean their mugs when the he hit Joseph�s radio then it hardly fell on the floor. It got whacked and turned into pieces when he saw a small blinking rectangular chip that isn�t supposed to be on any radio, and the blinking red light looked suspicious. He wondered if he should show it to the Colonel, but he decided to ask Joseph first. It�s the only person that he trusts in the house aside from Nurse Janette.
Early morning, Steve immediately knocked on Joseph�s room. He opened the door and saw Maxine and their kids asleep.
�Hey.� Joseph greeted while rubbing his eyes.
�Hey. I wanted to see the car. Can you go with me?� Steve asked, but he looked straightly in his eyes. Joseph knew that Steve wanted to spill something, so he quickly changed his sleeping clothes. They walked fast at the back of the farm near where the cars were parked.
�We�re far now, what is it that you want to talk?� Joseph asked without hesitation.
�How many radios do you have in here?� Steve questioned. Joseph stopped for a while and tried to recall.
�One for me, Walter, Captain Ellis, Finley, dad and another extra. That would be six. Why?� Joseph answered.
�Do you still have them all?�
�Yes, we still use it. Why?�
�Can you give them all to me?�
�Okay, you�re getting weird.� Joseph got pissed because Steve wasn�t giving reasons.
�I saw this in your radio when I accidentally dropped it.� Steve handed out the chip that was still blinking from his pocket.
�What�s that?� Joseph had no idea.
�I don�t know, but I�m guessing it�s a hacking chip. It was somehow the same with the chip the Marauders used when they attacked Los Angeles. Remember? When they tied a bomb on the Governor�s body? They showed it on TV.� Steve explained.
�Yea, but it�s still blinking. Is it working?�
�I don�t think so. It won�t work if not connected to a device, but we have to destroy all of it.�
�It must be the three Marauders that were hiding on the grass and in the barn. We thought that the radios got broke before their attack, so we put it inside the barn. The next day, the walkie-talkies were working.� Joseph remembered the day he got surprised that radios suddenly worked.
Captain Ellis came back to the farm to convey Walter and to fetch Joseph for his hospital service. Steve explained what he found out about the chip and Joseph connected it with the three Marauders that were hiding inside their perimeter a few days ago. They gathered the five radios and opened their bases then everyone got surprised to see five blinking chips. The Marauders hacked their communications, and it was the reason why they easily intercepted their every move.
�Should we break it?� Steve asked.
�Or we can use it to our advantage.� Captain Ellis suggested.
�How?� Tony asked.
�We keep them and use it as bait. We can send false messages to capture Big Ira. We kill him then we end the war. We have to get to the root to kill the leaves.� Captain Ellis explained.
�Great idea. We need to plan accurately,� Finley answered, and it was the first time that both of them agreed on a thing.
�I guess I�ll leave it to you.� Captain Ellis smiled, and they both nodded.
�It�s safe that we keep it to this group. We don�t know who to trust out there. For the meantime, we retain on our everyday duties while I get more information through our hostages.� Colonel Eaton suggested.
Colonel Eaton interrogated the hostages inside the barn together with Captain Finley, Tony, Steve, and Walter. The Colonel asked them if where was Big Ira, but nobody wanted to talk. A man in his middle twenties, one of the hostages, said that they�d rather die than spill out the truth. Colonel Eaton looked at Captain Finley then nod. All of a sudden, Captain Finley stabbed the foot of another hostage. The guy shouted in pain, as a thirteen-year-old boy immediately ran towards him.
�Please don�t hurt my father!� The boy blocked the guy and spread his arm.
�I�ll tell everything I know.� He added. The guy tried to stop his son, but he insisted.
�Follow me.� Colonel Eaton said then they went to Grandpa�s room as per his request. Grandpa requested if he can know the details from the Marauders.
�What�s your name?� Grandpa asked the boy.
�Carter, sir.�
�Tell us everything you know. Remember we want the truth.� Colonel Eaton ordered.
�We were just civilians when Marauders captured our family a few days after Senator Forbes died. They moved in the town and knew that my father is a policeman, so they added them to the group. Big Ira also wanted me to work with them, but Father insisted. Then they threatened the lives of my Mother and Sister.� Carter confessed to Grandpa Carmichael and Colonel Eaton.
�Where is Big Ira?� Grandpa Carmichael asked.
�They�ve been hiding in our farm. Four miles of north from here.�
�Why do you keep on attacking this farm?� Grandpa Carmichael interrogated Carter, but he stopped for a moment before answering.
�Big Ira believed that a large chest containing golds has been on your farm.�
�A chest of what?� Grandpa Carmichael can�t believe what he heard.
�Golds that could make him the wealthiest man on the planet. He said that it was his father�s fortune, but your father stole it.� Carter said to Grandpa, but he had no idea about the chest of golds.
�Tell me more.� Grandpa Carmichael said.
�Big Ira�s father and yours were partners in the Army back in the days. On a mission against a group of rebels, they found that chest of gold. Big Ira�s father was about to steal it to provide his family a better life, but your father stopped him. They fought until Great Carmichael killed Big Ira�s father. That was the time when your father retired from the Army while Big Ira and his family left with nothing. Then he hated the government, the police, the Army, everyone especially members of your family.� Carter told the story that he heard from his father and Big Ira�s conversation.
�How can we know you�re telling the truth?� Colonel Eaton inquired because it seemed that Grandpa Carmichael lost his mind.
�I know that.� Carter pointed at the blinking chip on the bedside table.
�They used it to hear other people�s conversation, or plant it on a bomb where only them can stop.� Carted added.
�Why did you spill those information?� Colonel Eaton asked then tears fell on Carter.
�Please help my family. I don�t want to kill other people anymore. Please help us.� The boy cried and fell on his knees as he begged.
�Boy, we trust you for now. But do you know those hostages aside from your dad that�s valuable to capture Big Ira?� Colonel Eaton questioned.
�Big Ira�s sister,� Carter replied then wiped his tears.
After the interrogation, Colonel Eaton returned Carter in the barn and thanked him for telling the truth, but for the meantime, they have to put them there to protect the farm. Colonel Eaton promised Carter to help his family then Steve treated Carter�s father and fed all the hostages. The Militia members guarded the hostages while Finley, Colonel Eaton, Walter, Steve and Grandpa Carmichael held a meeting.
Colonel Eaton, Tony, and Grandpa Carmichael personally went to Sheriff Katcher to ask for his help while Steve dropped off at the hospital to inform Joseph and Captain Ellis about their plan in putting an end to the war. Nobody wanted to get help from the Government because they don�t know who to trust, so they claimed that it�s a battle of survival between the people at Carmichael�s farm and Big Ira�s troops. On the other hand, Finley went to Carter�s farm to spy on the place from afar, and build a better offense. Carter�s farm was quiet. There were armed men scattered around the perimeter, but there were fewer because a lot have died, and Big Ira sent out most of his men to save his sister. It has the same structure with Carmichael�s farm, walls with barb wires, but only fences at the front yard. They are that confident that no one will attack their place. The two-story house was on the right side, and another group of armed men was standing around. Finley thought that the hostages were in one of the rooms upstairs then he immediately left the area after surveying.
Later in the afternoon, they decided to use the radios and send false news to one another to provoke Big Ira.
�We captured Big Ira�s sister. What should we do? Over.� Finley said through the radio.
�Kill her.� Captain Ellis responded, and they smiled at one another.
Sheriff Katcher with his twenty deputies arrived at the farm then Joseph, Captain Ellis, and his Army followed. Everyone was preparing to fight except for Grandma Carmichael and Joseph�s youngest son. Joseph wanted them to stay inside the house while Sheriff�s deputies protect the farm together with Tony, Maxine, Victoria, Rashida, Nurse Janette, Bobby, Ross, Vicky, and Denise. Everyone said they goodbyes to their families and closest friends. They kissed and hugged without knowing if it would be the last time they would see one another.
The eight-man Army boarded the truck while the ten-militia rode their motorcycles including Finley. Colonel Eaton hopped on the vehicle they stole from the base camp together with Grandpa Carmichael, Sheriff Katcher, and Erwin. Steve started the engine of his car with Joseph on the passenger�s seat. The vehicles headed north. There was only one main road going to Carter�s farm, so they stopped midway and saw two trucks were coming from the other direction. Finley and four other militia immediately turned right and went inside the forest. Steve�s car followed, all of them ran at full speed. They circled the woods until they reached the road again, and turned left. Finley celebrated because his plan worked.
On the other hand, the two Army trucks and the rest of the Militia positioned themselves behind bullet shields. The Marauders started to shoot, so the Army and Militia did the same. They exchanged shots for minutes when Colonel Eaton saw Finley�s bike.
�They�re here!� Colonel Eaton announced.
Finley positioned the remaining RPG then Steve and Tony pulled their horns. They caught Marauders� attention, so the Army and Militia immediately get on their vehicles then reversed. When the Marauder fighters looked behind them, a rocket was already coming then their two trucks exploded. The army trucks riders immediately went inside the forest and followed Finley�s group while the militia riders stayed to make sure that all of the intruders were dead.
They continued their journey to Carter�s farm as the sky was getting dark. Finley and the other militia riders led the way then the Army trucks, and Steve�s vehicle. Everybody slowed down as they were near the farm. They surveyed the area, and it seemed that the situation was what they expected. Big Ira was still unaware of Joseph�s group. The militia riders turned towards the farm then threw grenades on the fences and inside the farm. After the explosions, the Army trucks dashed the posts then Steve�s vehicle headed at the back of the house. Steve and Joseph searched on the barn to look for Carter�s mother and sister. As they opened the barn, they inhaled the rotten smell, and got horrified to see bones, skulls, and dead bodies.
�Oh, my God,� Joseph muttered as they covered their nose.
�So it was true, they�ve been eating human meat. I heard it from Mrs. Daniels before.� Steve replied. They tried to search for anyone alive, but none of the corpses were breathing.
The Army and the Militia formed a circle line with their bullet shields to make sure that they�d kill the Marauders in every point. The armed men outside the house got killed because they were less in number. They all went inside the house, and there were only a few Marauders. Finley, Captain Ellis, Sheriff Katcher, Grandpa Carmichael and Colonel Eaton went upstairs to check the rooms while the rest of the Army and militia protected the ground.
On the last room, Finley and Captain Ellis needed to push the door using their bodies because it was locked. As they opened it, Big Ira was sitting on a club chair beside a bed, and they immediately pointed their guns at him.
�Where are your hostages?� Grandpa Carmichael asked as he looked around the room.
�Hi there, Mr. Carmichael. I assume you�ve heard about our fathers� story?� Big Ira answered.
�Surrender now!� Colonel Eaton shouted, but Big Ira only laughed.
�To who? You? You�ve also betrayed your government, Colonel. Tell me, where�s your loyalty now?� Big Ira replied then grabbed a remote control beside him and quickly pushed a button then the ground started to shake.
�What�s happening?� Finley asked.
�I�ve made a device to collapse this house and planted bombs beneath the ground because I knew this day would come. Now, we�ll all die!� Big Ira shouted and grinned.
�No, only you will die. Go to hell with your father.� Grandpa Carmichael said and shot Big Ira several times on the head and body.
�Let�s go!� Captain Ellis said as the walls started to crash.
Everybody hurried back to the vehicles. The militia and the army were already waiting on the ground.
�Hurry!� Erwin shouted when he saw Grandpa, Colonel, Sheriff, Captain Ellis, and Finley went out of the crashing house.
�Where�s Joseph?� Grandpa Carmichael asked.
�They should be here. Come on, ride!� Sheriff Katcher answered. Then Steve�s car appeared behind.
�Let�s go!� Joseph shouted then all vehicles drove at maximum speed away from Carter�s farm. They were just eleven feet away from the house when it exploded, then the remaining parts of the farm. The explosion followed the vehicles to the fence. Everyone stopped for a moment when they reached further. They were all panting, while Carter�s farm was burning.
When they went home, everyone was happy that no one got hurt. Except that the hostages almost escaped, but fortunately the deputies were there to kill them except Carter and his father. They felt grief to find out that Carter�s mother and sister already died, but they were grateful that Big Ira was dead. Sheriff Katcher promised to help Carter rebuild their farm, and send his deputies to recover Big Ira�s body and present it to the media.

CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT

After Big Ira�s death, lives in Humvees went back to normal. Sheriff Katcher with the help of his deputies, Captain Ellis� Army, and Finley�s Militia tried to bring back the peace and order in their town. People�s lives continue, and they allowed refugees to stay, but with the condition that they need to help the townspeople to produce goods.
The search and rescue team found Big Ira�s dead body because crashed walls protected it from the explosion, but most Marauders turned into ashes. Captain Ellis and Finley with their respective groups helped Carter and his father demolish the debris, and build a makeshift house. Sheriff Katcher invited the local press including Maxine to announce that Big Ira is dead, and it had reached the Government�s attention. Most officials felt relieved, but the General seemed discontented because he wanted to kill Big Ira. His death somehow brought silence, but the problems of the country remained. Scarcity, inflation and corrupt officials. The solution lies on the Government�s hand as they monitored Humvees� progress.
Grandpa Carmichael decided to look for the buried chest of gold on their farm. He surveyed the ground using a device that identifies gold. The machine beeped behind the barn, so he dug the soil. Five feet below the area, Grandpa Carmichael saw the wooden box, but it was locked. He was curious to know the truth, so he broke the chain. Grandpa opened the chest, but it was empty. There was a letter saying that Great Carmichael returned the golds to its righteous owner. He didn�t mention the name for the owner�s safety, because people will keep on looking those golds and hunt the owner.
Colonel Eaton, on the other hand, returned to the base camp. Captain Ellis tried to interfere because the General might kill him, but Colonel insisted. He said that he knew a few people who were an ally besides he had to bring Big Ira�s body to the Government. The officials decided to burn the dead body and throw it in the ocean. When Colonel Eaton returned to the base camp, the General looked at him like he wanted to kill the Colonel. However, Colonel Eaton didn�t back down, and he�s not afraid of the General nor anyone.
The medical team that Sheriff Katcher developed had arrived, and they were in a night shift. Joseph led the hospital management along with Doctor Steve, Walter, Nurse Janette and Erwin. They also recruited other public servants and volunteers to help them rebuild their town. Money was still a problem around the country because of the inflation, so people pay services in exchange for good trades. Joseph didn�t want to be selective about the things, but for as long as they are beneficial.
Sheriff Katcher found out about Victoria�s profession, so she asked her if she could lead the school in town. She was hesitant, but Walter pushed her to do the right thing, and do it for their son who got killed. Victoria agreed then volunteer teachers helped her taught the grade-schoolers.
Life at the farm sustained. Grandpa Carmichael and Tony rebuild their farmhouse, and they hired new farm men to help them produce crops and take care of the animals. Grandma Carmichael was still in charge of the kitchen with Maxine and Rashida.
�I hope this continues, Mom,� Bobby suddenly appeared from nowhere.
�What do you mean, Bob?� Maxine asked, and pulled Bobby around her arms.
�Peace and harmony. Money has no value, but we�re still happy and contented.� Bobby replied he had grown so much.
�It only goes to show that money isn�t everything in this world, Bob. In times like this, people need food, water, and shelter. Above all, we need a heart filled with love and a mind that is willing to do what is right.� Grandpa Carmichael suddenly appeared in the kitchen with Tony.
�For as long as we have each other�s arms, nobody can ever ruin our family,� Maxine added.
�Enough of this drama. Go and play with your cousins there. Adults will cook.� Tony answered to amuse his family.
Joseph and his friends returned home after their duty during the day. As promised, Captain Ellis and his men were still escorting Joseph and his group back and forth between the farm and the Humvees Hospital. Joseph tried to insist, but Captain Ellis said that they have to do it until Martial Law ended. The Army and Militia were still going to the farm after their work, and Grandpa Carmichael was happy that it had been their home. Joseph smiled when saw his kids and their cousins playing in the front yard.
�Hey, kids. How�s your day?� Joseph greeted them.
�Hi, dad. Uncle Tony cooked the cow you brought the other day. It�s delicious!� Joseph laughed as he remembered bringing the cow from the hospital to their farm. People can give everything helpful, so the medical staffs have been bringing home strange and unusual things at home.
�Really? It�s getting dark now. Let�s go in, and eat your Uncle�s dish.� Joseph invited the children.
Late at night, Joseph and Maxine decided to watch the news just like they were doing before. They�ve been busy the past few days protecting the farm and fighting the Marauders. The screen flashed the story about Big Ira and other cities around the country. The presence of the Military calmed the nation, but hunger arose because of the war.
�Is it the beginning of change? Or is it only temporary?� Maxine wondered while looking at the TV.
�We still have a long way to go, but what�s important is that we have our family and some friends together,� Joseph replied and looked at his wife.
�By the way, did you know that Victoria is a grade school teacher?� Maxine said trying to lighten the mood.
�No, I had no idea.�
�She�s been teaching the kids. Finley knew about it then he brought books the other day.� Maxine replied.
�That guy. I thought he was something unreliable, but it turned out that he has a heart.� Joseph replied, and they both laughed. The couple talked for hours, and it was something that they haven�t done for a long time. Nobody knew how long peace would stay on their side, but Joseph with his family and friends decided to enjoy every moment of it.

CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE

Early the next morning, Vice President Ariana Marie was reading Martial Law reports in her office, when her phone rang then pressed the answer button.
�I did what you want.� The Doctor said from the other line.
�Glad you called.� Vice President carefully replied because the Security Head was standing beside her. She opened the TV saw flash reports about the President that died because of complications.
�Give me my money.� The Doctor stated.
�I�ll send it to you.� Vice President answered and hanged her phone.
The Security Head stared at the TV monitor with eyes wide open. He clenched his fist and looked at Vice President Marie who was watching.
Later that day, Vice President Ariana Marie swore as the new President of the United States at the White House. The press arrived to witness Vice President Marie oath, but she only allowed the cameras to record the event inside the Palace, like what she did when she declared Martial law. The affirmation was simple, and Vice President addressed a short speech.
�First of all, I would like to extend my deepest condolence to the President�s family. With the death of Marauders� leader, Big Ira, things have slightly changed, and I would like to congratulate Sheriff Katcher and his people at Humvees for a very job well done. The recent riots caused so much in this country and took many innocent lives. The uncontrollable acts of the rebels made me declare the Martial Law with the hope of bringing back peace and order. It has brought positive results, so Martial Law will continue until such time that the Government has fully recovered from the war.� Newly declared President Ariana Marie stated.
Senator Colette couldn�t accept the news and knew that the Doctor chose to do the wrong thing and live in darkness. The Senator can�t absorb President Marie�s speech because of what she did to be in the position. The deceased ex-President made a lot of mistakes that provoked chaos to the country, but he deserved another chance. It wasn�t the reasonable way to end a person�s life. Hatred and anger filled Senator�s heart, but he felt powerless because they still can�t find evidence against Ariana Marie and the Doctor. After the proclamation, the Security Head talked Senator Colette in his office.
�What are we going to do?� The Security head asked.
�I have to help my country. I won�t allow the death of Senator Forbes to turn into waste. He sacrificed his life for this country, so do I.� Senator Colette replied.
May 12, 2014. It has been several weeks since the riot against terrorists has ended in the cities and nearby towns. The Military captured some Marauder members who ignited for their leader, but they failed to attack the Army. They put the Marauders in jail while others surrendered. People�s life somehow went back to normal including the most affected cities like Memphis and Los Angeles. The Government had sent the rehabilitation volunteers to amend and rebuild the structure of each city. The whole country was still under recovery, and the President�s first agenda was to feed the people using the confiscated supplies especially those who were affected by the war. The Martial Law continued even with the absence of war. US economy remained at the bottom, but allied countries started to send aid and support. Different towns began the barter method to fill in their supplies. Moreover, electricity and communication had been back to service in some places.
The Government had widespread their scope of confiscating supplies in different areas. President Ariana Marie ordered the Army to expand their campaign in Humvees because of its recent success in capturing Big Ira. The General like the idea, so he can revenge to the Colonel.
�Hi, Colonel.� The General greeted Colonel Eaton.
�What brought you to my office?� Colonel Eaton questioned.
�I just wanted to ask how�s the Carmichaels?� The General asked.
�Leave them alone, or I will�� Colonel Eaton strongly answered.
�Or what Colonel Eaton? Did you forget that I locked you here in your office for days? I can do it again and again yet no one will know. Unlike if you kill me, everyone will remember.� The General threatened, and all Colonel could do was stare at him.
�Your evil plans won�t succeed.� Colonel Eaton uttered, but it was loud enough for the General to hear it.
�We�ll see, Colonel. Anway, I came here to let you know that Captain Stroller with his troops is heading to Humvees. You might as well want to warn your friends to surrender, or they�ll die.� the General answered then got out of Colonel�s office.
Colonel Eaton immediately informed his friends at the farm. Before he left the Carmichael�s residence, he collected all their contact numbers in case the communication made better. He decided to dial Joseph.
�Hello?� Joseph answered from the other line.
�Joseph. It�s Colonel Eaton.�
�Hi, Colonel. Haven�t heard from you since forever ago. How have you been?� Joseph asked enthusiastically.
�Fine. How�s everything in there?�
�Better than before, Colonel. Everything is under control, and people are cooperative.� Joseph replied.
�We have a problem, Joseph,� Colonel announced.
�What is it?�
�A new Army headed by Captain Stoller is going to Humvees to confiscate supplies, and run the town. That Stroller is a strong-willed person. He�s not afraid of killing people if someone stopped him, the same with the General.� Colonel Eaton explained.
�But why? Those supplies, it�s a product of their hard work.� Joseph replied.
�I know, Joseph. Please hold the situation while you can. I promise that I�ll come back to help you. Our battle isn�t over, stay alive. Okay?�
�Thank you, Colonel.�
Joseph decided to convey the Colonel�s message to Sheriff Katcher during his lunch break. There had been unity in the town because the people were tired of killings and selfishness. Sheriff immediately called other farms attention to increase their security, and be ready whenever the Army try to confiscate their supplies. Captain Ellis�s troops and Finley�s militia were also in high-alert even if Captain Ellis knew that it was against the Martial Law. In the afternoon, Sheriff Katcher asked the local news anchors headed by Maxine to publicize about the Government�s intentions of using the hungry people to cover their foolishness. Since publications haven�t opened yet, the local news anchors from Humvees decided to make a group in the internet world to spread the news about Humvees then share the articles to different social online platforms.
Just when things were about to get better, another dilemma arose for the people in Humvees, and Joseph�s family. The Government is their next enemy. It was supposed to protect all its people, but the officials chose to help other citizens by deceiving other people. Fighting and killing one another wasn�t something Joseph wished to do, but it seemed that it was the only choice they have.

CHAPTER THIRTY

Captain Stroller and a battalion of soldiers went to the town of Humvees the next day. The Captain decided to go to Sheriff Katcher�s home who knew that they were coming, but he didn�t expect it that soon. Sheriff Katcher was reading the newspaper when the Captain suddenly talked.
�Good morning, Sheriff. Captain Stroller of the Army.� Captain Stroller greeted as he entered Sheriff�s house without any permission.
�I hope you don�t mind. The door was left open.� He added then smirked.
�Good morning, Captain. I didn�t expect to see you in my home.� Sheriff answered.
�Firstly, I�d like to praise you for killing BIg Ira.� Captain Stroller leered as Sheriff sensed the insincerity.
�Thank you, but it wasn�t just me. May I ask what did you come here for, Captain? We could have had this discussion in my office.� Sheriff Katcher directly asked pretending like he didn�t know their purpose.
�Why do I feel like I�m not welcome in here, Sheriff?� Captain taunted then he sat down across Sheriff and took a sip of Sheriff�s coffee.
�No, I wasn�t just expecting you right now.� Sheriff Katcher strongly answered.
�President Ariana Marie with the authorization of the General relocate us here, Sheriff. Meaning, we�ll be overseeing the town from now on.� Captain Stroller said.
�We have our Army and��
�Are you trying to defy the President�s order, Sheriff?� Captain Stroller intercepted. Then the Sheriff�s wife appeared. She was a military retired nurse but refused to go back in service after the declaration of Martial Law and chose to hide on their farm.
�Oh, look what we have. Hi, Nurse Katcher. I thought you, too, should be back in business?� Captain Stroller pissed the couple then Sheriff stood up as he pulled his gun and aimed it at Captain Stroller.
�Leave her alone,� Sherriff muttered while his wife tried to stop him.
�I have a battalion out there, and you don�t want another war. Go, on. Pull the trigger.� Captain Stroller challenged then positioned the gun on his forehead. The Sheriff was furious, but he drew back the pistol because he knew that he had to give in to their demands.
�I�ll be going for now because I have some matters to work. Thank you for the warm welcome, Sheriff. I�ll see you later.� Captain Stroller smiled then left the house.
Later in that morning, Captain Stoller built their headquarters at the town�s courthouse. People were suspicious of the presence of a new battalion of Army. They were afraid then decided to lock their houses. After the Army established their new camp, Captain Stroller called Sheriff to report to him immediately.
�Hi, Sheriff. I believe we have unfinished business. Have a seat.� Captain Stroller said as Sheriff Katcher came inside the room, but he kept quiet.
�I�ll restrain from your family especially your wife if you help me.� Captain Stroller added.
�What do you want?� Sheriff replied.
�Captain.� Captain Stoller emphasized that Sheriff should respect him.
�First, I want a blueprint of this town. Then I need you to call Captain Ellis� troops and those militias. Finally, I need Doctor Joseph Brave.� Captain added.
�What does he have to do with your plans? They�re successfully running the town�s hospital, can you please leave them alone?� Sheriff replied.
�Sheriff, have you forgot that our country is under Martial Law? All of you are under my command now. So it�s either you follow my orders, or your family dies. That simple, Sheriff. I�ve had enough, and I won�t be taking stupid answers from you anymore.� Captain Stroller said as he lost his patience.
The Militia and Captain Ellis� troops were raging because they have to work with Captain Stroller, or they leave the area. Finley almost wanted to kill Stroller, but Captain Ellis said that he brought a lot of soldiers. They have circled the whole town, and have started to survey the area. There were no orders yet whether when they�ll begin confiscating the residents� stocks.
On the other hand, Joseph and the people at the farm heard the arrival of the new Army, and Sheriff Katcher warned him about the arrogant Captain. In the afternoon, Captain Stoller�s soldiers fetched Joseph at the hospital. Steve and other members got surprised while Joseph tried to refuse. He punched then pushed the soldier who forced him to go. The other soldiers raised their rifles as well as Captain Ellis and his group.
�Enough! I�m going. You didn�t have to force me and treat like a prisoner.� Joseph answered then lifted his hands in the air.
�It�s a pleasure to meet you, Doctor Brave.� Captain Stroller announced as Joseph entered his office.
�What do you want?� Joseph answered.
�You sound like Sheriff Katcher.� Captain Stroller teased him then laughed.
�Let�s not waste time. I have my patients waiting.� Joseph said.
�I want you to work with the Military. You don�t belong here. You treat those people with flu, but you�re a surgeon Doctor. You deserve a better place.� Captain Stroller boasted.
�And you think Military is a better place?�
�You�re skills and knowledge will be tested there, Doctor.�
�Being a doctor isn�t measured with the degree of difficulty of healing their patients, Captain. It�s about helping people who are physically unstable. As public servants, we have one common agenda. To serve and help people whenever needed, and I hope you know that.� Joseph insulted Captain Stroller.
�You know I have the power to send you in the Military?� Captain cautioned.
�Seems like you have to comprehend what�s Martial Law again, Captain. Stop using it to threaten us. We still have our rights. I am still working as a doctor, so I guess I�m doing what the government wanted me to do? Besides, I believe that there are a lot of doctors in the Military. It only means that you don�t need me there. You only want me to strengthen your numbers.� Joseph smirked.
�You�ve got a lot to say, Doctor. But believe me, your days are over.� Captain Stroller got offended then looked at Joseph sharply.
�Do what you want, Captain. If you�ll excuse me, I have to get back on duty.� Joseph stated then walked away.
Joseph and his medical group went back to the farm after their duty. After dinner, Joseph decided to walk at the back of the farm to tell his wife first about his recent conversation with Captain Stroller. Maxine got angry that Joseph agreed because it could have caused so much trouble.
�Calm down, sweetie. I�m still alive.� Joseph said.
�Stop playing. What if that Stroller killed you?� Maxine was resentful.
�We can�t avoid him. He�s appointed to run this town, but we have to fight.� Joseph answered.
�I�m tired of fighting, Joseph,� Maxine shouted.
�So you want me to agree with everything that the order?�
�It�s not what I�m saying. I need you to be out of trouble.� Maxine explained.
�Whether we like it or not, it�s another trouble, Max. We can only get a life that we hoped for if we don�t stop them.� Joseph replied then Maxine burst into tears. He hugged her and kissed her hair.
�Enough. Fighting is the only option that we have, Max. It�s how we survived.� Joseph said as he tried to calm Maxine, but she remained quiet until they went back inside the house.
Then Steve saw that there were residents running the road.
�Hey!� Steve shouted to one of them.
�What happened? Why are you in a hurry?� Steve asked.
�Doctor, the Army is forcing us to give our supplies. We need to hide!� One of the residents said then ran away. Steve looked at the direction where the citizens came then immediately locked their gate. He communicated it with the people inside the farmhouse. Grandpa Carmichael led the planning on how to they will fight the Army. However, Grandma was doubtful because she didn�t want another round of killings.
�Shouldn�t we simply give it to them?� Grandma Carmichael asked in the middle of the meeting.
�What about us?� Tony replied.
�Then we produce new goods,� Grandma answered.
�You know it�s not that easy. It would take time before crops grow. As well as the animals.� Grandpa stated.
�Besides, they might also take this farm if we allow them to invade. Worst, they�d destroy us.� Steve answered. In the end, Grandpa Carmichael and the rest of the household agreed that they should protect whatever they have against anyone. They did it once, and they would do it again whenever required.
At the same day, Senator Colette couldn�t find President Marie�s security head, so he chose to use leap of faith, and take things on his own. He left a message then drove fast to the North Bethesda where the Doctor resides. When he arrived, he pushed the doorbell, and a woman opened the gate.
�Good afternoon. I am Senator Forbes.�
�Hi, Senator.� The woman answered.
�Mom! I know him. He saved my life from that man who kidnapped me.� Her daughter shouted then Senator knew that the woman was the Doctor�s wife.
�May I come in?� The woman was hesitant, but he allowed the Senator to stay in their living room and gave him a cup of tea.
�So, Senator. To what do we owe your visit?� The woman said as she sat across the Senator.
�I�m here to confess something about your husband.� Senator Colette said.
�What do you mean? He has an affair?� The woman got curious.
�I�m afraid further than such. Your husband helped do a crime.�
�Are you crazy?� The woman was furious.
�I�m not, and I�m telling the truth. An innocent nurse is in jail because of false accusations that your husband did several years ago. Then, now, he killed the president because Ariana Marie ordered.� Senator said then he looked straight into the woman�s eyes.
�Lies.�
�Why don�t you ask him.� Senator dared.
�Stop. Please, leave.� The woman requested then tears fell her on her cheek.
�Ariana Marie fooled people, and if she can do it to your husband, what more to less fortunate people? I believe he�s a victim, but please help me. The truth will set us all free.� Senator Colette begged on his knees, but the woman slapped him hard.
�Get out! Don�t ever come back.� The woman shouted.
Senator Colette stood up then walked out of the living area to the hallway. He was about to exit when the door opened. He was surprised to see the doctor was standing outside.
�What are you doing here?� The doctor asked.
�To ask you to admit to your crimes.� Senator Colette begged again, but the doctor laughed then closed the door.
�You think I�m that easy? Are you doing it to replace President Ariana?� The Doctor asked, but Senator Colette smirked.
�I�m not, Doctor. Your President is evil, and you allowed her to use you.�
�You don�t know how it feels to have nothing because you were born rich, Senator. You don�t know how it feels to look at your dying mother, but couldn�t afford to buy her medicines.� Then the Doctor punched Senator Colette�s face. He fell to the floor, but the doctor didn�t stop hitting. The doctor�s wife tried to stop her husband then pushed him away from Senator Colette.
�Enough! You�ll kill him!� The woman shouted.
�Kill me! Like what you did to the president!� Senator yelled.
�Tell your wife what you did! She deserves to know!� Senator Colette added. The doctor looked at his wife then he ran towards the Senator to beat him even more, but his wife blocked the way.
�Is it true?� The woman asked with teary eyes then their daughter appeared at the hall.
�Mom? Dad? Are you fighting?� The doctor was panting, then collapsed on the floor.
�I�m sorry.� He uttered then cried. The Doctor kept on saying his sorry as his wife came and hugged him. However, the Doctor pushed her wife then pulled a gun from the back of his jeans. He aimed at Senator Colette then a gunshot surrounded the household.
The Security Head appeared at the door while holding a gun. The doctor�s wife and daughter ran towards him. They begged the security head to don�t kill the Doctor.
�I won�t kill the Doctor. We need him to tell the truth. It was just a shot on his leg, and he can heal it for sure. You can correct your mistakes, too, Doctor. It�s never too late. Look at your family. They don�t deserve to live in lies.� The Security head stated then the doctor dropped his gun and burst into tears again.
�Please help me how.� The doctor uttered on bended knees.
Senator Colette thanked the Security Head for saving his life. He got enraged that Senator Colette did it alone.
�You�re lucky I got your call.� The Security Head said.
�Where have you been? I couldn�t reach you.� Senator answered.
�I was packing. I�m moving out of the White House.�
�Why?�
�I resigned. Ariana isn�t the same person I used to know when were kids. I can�t work for her anymore.� The Security Head said in a somber tone. Senator Colette understood the situation, but they still have one more thing to do. Everybody makes mistakes, but the US government deserves a president that has a good heart.
To Be Continued�
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