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Favourite traditional stories, simply told.

The rabbit and the tortoise

One day, a rabbit and a tortoise run a race. This is the story of the race.
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The rabbit's name is Richard, and the tortoise's name is Tina.
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Richard and Tina are friends. They are very good friends.
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One day Richard is very angry. He isn't happy…
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…and he isn't nice.
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He isn't nice to Tina, and Tina is his good friend.
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'You are slow,' he tells Tina. 'You can't run fast, and I can! You are very slow!'
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Tina is very unhappy. Richard is her friend, but he isn't very nice to her.
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Then he says to Tina, 'You can't jump, but I can!' Richard jumps very high.



[image: ]



Tina isn't unhappy now. She's angry. She's very angry.
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That's right,' Tina says to Richard. 'I walk slowly, and I can't jump, but I have a good idea. Let's have a race! Then you're going to see!'
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Tina wants to race him? Richard is very surprised. He can't answer her!
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'Well, what do you say?' Tina asks. 'Don't you want a race? Are you afraid?'
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Richard laughs and laughs and laughs. 'Afraid of you? That's funny!'
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'Don't laugh!' Tina says to Richard. 'I'm going to race you, and I'm going to beat you!'
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'You can't beat me!' Richard answers. 'You can't run fast, and you can't jump. You're a very slow animal!'
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'You're going to see!' Tina answers. 'Are you going to race me? Yes or no?'
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'O. K.,' Richard says. 'I'm going to race you, but we want a starter.'

Richard and Tina walk through the forest. They want a starter.
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'There's Freddy the Fox,' Richard says to Tina. 'Let's ask Freddy. He can start the race.'
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Tina and Richard talk to Freddy. They tell him, 'We're going to run a race. Please be the starter.' Freddy listens to them, and he is very surprised. A rabbit runs quickly, and a tortoise walks slowly. He thinks, a tortoise can't beat a rabbit. Tina is going to be unhappy.
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Then Freddy answers, 'O. K., O.K. Let's have a race. I'm going to count to three, and I'm going to drop my little white handkerchief.'
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'Then you two run to the big tree near the town. That's five kilometres from here. The first one at the tree is the winner!'
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Tina and Richard are ready. Freddy the Fox has his little white handkerchief.



'Are you ready?' he asks them.



'Ready!' they answer.



'One, two, three, go!' Freddy shouts and drops his little white handkerchief.
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Richard runs very fast. He runs and he jumps. He jumps very high. He jumps on his feet. He jumps on his hands. He runs and he jumps. He jumps and he runs.



[image: ]

Suddenly, Richard stops and looks behind him. Where's Tina? He can't see her now. She's far, far behind him. He doesn't want to run now. Richard goes to sleep.


Tina is walking very slowly. She is far behind Richard, but she doesn't stop. She walks and walks…
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…and walks. She walks one kilometre…
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…and two kilometres…

…and three kilometres, and four kilometres.



She's very tired, but she doesn't stop. She's going to beat Richard. She's going to win the race.
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She walks quietly past Richard. He doesn't hear her. He's asleep.



[image: ]



She walks, and walks and walks…
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…and walks and walks and walks.
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Suddenly, Richard wakes up. 'Where am I?' he asks.



He looks around. Oh! He's in a race! But where is Tina? He looks behind him, but she isn't there. He listens. Oh, oh, what does he hear? It's Tina. He looks at the tree and there she is! She's near the big tree!
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Richard runs and runs. He runs very, very fast…

…but it's no good.
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Tina is at the big tree! Tina wins the race!
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All the animals are very happy. All the animals shout!
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Richard comes to the tree. He can't talk. He's very tired, and he's very unhappy! He can't win a race.



He can't beat a slow, slow tortoise.
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Tina smiles and says, 'You see, Richard, you can go far slowly!'
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