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[Mr.
Gilliard] The past� it is a dangerous place.
So many decisions that can't be undone.
So many ghosts.
In 1905, I accepted a job with the Romanovs, Russia's royal family.
I saw their incredible wealth.
The palaces, the balls, the jewelry.
And then I saw the madness.
The revolution.
It all ended here in this house The richest family in the world, the Emperor and the Empress of Russia, Nicholas and Alexandra their five children vanished without a trace.
[children screaming] [gun shots] Now there are rumors of a survivor a deeply troubled girl in Berlin who claims to be Anastasia, the Romanovs' youngest daughter.
It is my task to see if she is telling the truth.
[doctor] I understand they want you� to identify her.
I worked in the family for 13 years.
I was the children's tutor.
Please.
[door clangs shut] [doctor] Ana.
You have a visitor.
She has retrograde amnesia.
Her memories are confused.
It's a common symptom.
Do you remember me? [clock ticks] [gun fires] [sound of a priest chanting] [narrator] In 1894 Czar Alexander III died suddenly at the age of 49.
Russia was in shock.
His heir, Nicholas, was just 26.
[male choir singing] [soft footsteps] [Uncle] Jesus, he's fucking rotting.
Sh! You can't silence this, sweetheart, they've botched the embalming.
He stinks.
[woman whispers] She already looks like an empress.
[man] Let's just hope she's a good breeder.
Are you all right? I'm sorry there's been no time for us.
[woman wails] - Mother.
- Oh! [mother gasps] - [mother] Ah, thank you, Alix.
- I'll take her outside.
- I'll come.
- No, no.
You stay.
You'll be all right.
I should go back.
Nicky.
I worry about you so.
The wedding, on top of all this.
[Dr de Orellana] The young Nicholas II is quiet,� indecisive, and very much living in the shadow of his great,� imposing Grand Duke Uncle Sergei.
To be czar is to be field martial, emperor, prime minister,� all of these things, pope, all rolled into one.
[Dr de Orellana] This is like a medieval monarchy where the czar has ultimate control over everything.
And what man in the world is qualified for such a post? Get you through the next few hours, eh? [sighs] What am I going to do, Sandro? I'm not ready to be czar.
You were born for this.
I can't run a country.
I have so much more to learn.
And who will teach me now? You don't need a teacher.
Trust yourself.
God chose you.
Divine bloody right.
[sniffs] [Dr Hetherington] The Russian Empire that Nicholas II inherits is one of the largest empires the world has ever seen.
[Montefiore] It was colossal, it was a sixth of the world's surface.
There were over 146 nationalities, many languages.
And the Romanovs have ruled Russia for almost 300 years.
Their wealth is beyond computation.
An embarrassment of riches.
Land, gold mines, diamond mines, the famous� Faberg� eggs.
There are palaces everywhere.
Marrying into this world is Alexandra of Hesse, a shy, religious girl brought up in a tiny German principality.
Ow.
[sister] If Catherine the Great wore them, so can you.
There.
[laughs] Smile, Sunny.
Mother and father would have been so proud of you.
It's all right.
It's been a hell of a few weeks.
Are you sure it's not bad luck? Having the wedding while we're all still mourning? The people say I come to them behind a coffin.
Well, that's not true.
I don't know the customs of this country.
I can't even speak Russian.
[sister, laughing] I can help with that.
I feel such an outsider.
I was a foreign princess once.
[mother] Head up.
Neck straight.
Carry the weight, proudly.
Welcome.
Czarina, and Empress of all Russia.
Now, you're one of us.
[laughs] [Dr de Orellana] Alexandra of Hesse is a granddaughter� of Queen Victoria.
She is deeply religious, and this obsession with religion plays a key role in her marriage to Nicholas and in her role as Czarina of Russia.
[Dr Hetherington] This marriage is unusual as a Romanov marriage, and for a royal marriage in general in this time period.
And that's because it's very much a love match.
[Montefiore] They're one of the only royal couples� in Europe that share a marital bed.
[Alix sighs] - Well, Mrs.
Romanov.
- [Alix laughs] - Got it.
- [Alix giggles] There.
Sorry.
[Alix sighs] You know, my father was a great leader.
The people adored him.
It's not the people I worry about.
[Alix thinks] It's your family.
You need to be strong.
Hm.
[whispers] You're the Czar.
Master of the land.
The leader of all Russia.
[Alix thinks] The god-given one.
Nothing will ever come between us.
- [horses galloping] - [man] Yah! - [horse whinnies] - [men shouting] - [galloping] - [men shouting] [man] Yah, yah! [galloping continues] Come on.
Come on.
Yah, yah! - [galloping] - [grunting] - [man shouts] - [horse whinnies] [groans] You're either on my side or in my fucking way.
- [thwack] - [Rasputin groans] [Smith] Rasputin is one of the most remarkable figures� of the 20th century.
Okay, we can talk.
- [thwack] - [groans] But his background is sort of shrouded in mist and and legend.
Shit.
[people shouting] [Dr de Orellana] His parents were farmers and church elders.
He was one of eight or nine siblings, but it would seem that all of them died in his childhood.
- [people shouting] - [thumps] [Montefiore] Rasputin, he drinks, he fights with his father.
He chases girls.
But, above all he's ungovernable.
He's fearless.
[people shouting] [man] Quiet! [Rasputin pants] The horse is safe.
[spits] Back in his stable.
I only borrowed it.
You stole it! Thieves must be punished.
[many] Banish him! I don't want to be a thief.
But we got to eat.
Huh? You've got to eat.
You need to eat.
I did a bad thing.
But I did it for my wife Mm? [kissing child]� and my son.
What do you want to do with him? [woman yelling] Banish him! - [woman] Punish him! - What about my family? You can't do this.
Give me a chance, hm? Give me a chance.
[laughs] Send me on a pilgrimage, hm? Come on.
[man] This is my judgment: go on a pilgrimage, turn to God, but leave the village, now.
Will you really go to the monastery? I don't know.
I won't let you down.
Promise.
[foosteps] [door rattles] I love you.
[kisses] Rasputin's wife, Praskovya, is a very long-suffering figure.
It's hard to say if Praskovya loves Rasputin or not.
But she's a constant figure, a supportive figure.
[Smith] When Rasputin picks up and leaves home as a pilgrim in 1897 he enters what might be considered his university.
He sleeps out of doors, he becomes infinitely aware of the beauty of the Russian landscape, of Russian life, of folk ways.
[snap] [roar of thunder] [Montefiore] He walked through all weathers, being soaked, being frozen, being sunburnt.
It was a really hard, strange, lonely life.
But one that got him closer to God.
[Dr de Orellana] Away from the Siberian plains, Russia is changing ever faster.
[sound of a crowd] [clink of tools] [Montefiore] The telephone replaces the telegram, cars replace carriages, electric lights replace lamps.
Nicholas becomes Czar at the dawn of the modern age.
[Dr de Orellana] Russia is industrializing at breakneck speed, hundreds of thousands of workers flock to the big cities, creating huge social change.
[Montefiore] They're building railways, building factories.
Conditions there are appalling, workers' rights are nonexistent.
So there was a great hunger for new political institutions.
[applause] Nicholas' first speech as Czar is a great opportunity for him to show what kind of ruler he wants to be.
[Montefiore] In the early part of his reign, Uncle Sergei is probably Nicky's most important advisor.
He's very dogmatic, extremely right wing.
He's highly religious.
He's the ultimate Romanov hardliner.
[Dr de Orellana] What Nicky is about to say is critical.
He can either embrace democracy and modernity like Western Europe, or he can choose to remain an absolute monarch.
[Nicky] I'm aware that recently in some zemstvos the people have been carried away with senseless dreams of taking part in the business of government.
Let everyone know that I will retain� the principles of autocracy as firmly and unbendingly as my unforgettable late father.
[applause] [Montefiore] It's Sergei who tells him to give the speech, and he encourages Nicholas to embrace sacred autocracy as the only way to rule Russia.
Good speech.
It's a terrible mistake.
He stamps out any possibility of reform.
[Dr Hetherington] By showing he has no intention of sharing power democratically, Nicholas lays the foundations of his own demise.
[applause] [Smith] Rasputin visits various monasteries, including Verkhoturye, which is one of the great monasteries of Russia.
And he meets with the monks, and he learns the gospels practically by heart.
And he becomes steeped in Russian Orthodoxy.
But there's too much control, there's too much order, there's too much discipline, there's too much routine.
I can't find God here.
Come with me.
[Montefiore] Rasputin is a free spirit, and he seeks out some of the cults who have a different and much more instinctive, and much more passionate approach to religion.
[door clatters] [male voice muttering in Russian] [muttering in Russian] Be full of joy and gladness, for Christ has risen! [male voice muttering in Russian] [almost growling] Be full of joy and gladness, for Christ has risen! [man gasping hysterically] Be full of [man shouts] Oh, God! We feel you! Oh, God! Oh, God! [man shouts] We feel your Spirit, God! [gasping] We feel you! We feel your Spirit! [gasping] [moaning] [man moans] We feel your spirit! [gasping and moaning continues] The Khlysty, which means "whips" in English, are one of the most notorious of all Russian sects.
They're illegal, they operate in secret, and they engage in all sorts of wild� orgiastic rites and rituals.
[moaning] There's even talk that they cut off the breast of a virgin and eat it at the end of their rites.
But there is a logic under lies it all.
If one does not sin, one cannot repent.
And without repenting, one cannot be saved.
And this suits Rasputin right down to the ground.
He's a man of enormous sexual appetite, he's a heavy drinker, he loves women, and he adopts this idea of sin leading to redemption as the essence of his own faith.
[Smith] Rasputin has a true religious experience.
And this launches him into becoming a holy pilgrim, a new man imbued with religious fervor, traversing across vast expanses of the empire for many years.
[general hubbub] [hubbub continues] [Dr de Orellana] For Nicky's coronation at the Khodynka Field, people are invited to participate in a public feast for� anyone that wants to come.
[shouting from the crowd] There will be food and little commemorative gifts from the Czar to his people.
[Dr Alexandrova] The gifts include a kerchief,� a commemorative mug, sausage, gingerbread, so it sounds wonderful to a regular Russian peasant.
They flocked to the field even before dawn and some even walked on foot from Siberia in their Bass shoes.
[knocking] That's fine, I'm done.
Looking good.
Feeling shit.
Couldn't sleep.
You know, you're lucky, you'll never know responsibility like mine.
I'll never know money like yours either.
Or power.
Are you ready? [sighing] As I'll ever be.
- Are you? - [Uncle] You wanted to see me? How are the plans for Khodynka? A fucking nightmare.
Too many peasants in one place, all wanting free food and drink.
You should send more Cossacks for crowd control.
I don't want to waste time and money on Cossacks.
It will be fine.
Do you want me to go after him? You'll only aggravate him.
Isn't that the point? [laughs] Today is about us.
[hubbub continues] [Monetfiore] Uncle Sergei is in charge of the public event and he really is expecting 2- 300,000 peasants.
In fact, 800,000 peasants turn up.
The problem is that this feast has been very badly organized by Uncle Sergei.
The field has been torn apart by military exercises, and only a few planks have been put down to cover deep trenches.
There are very few policemen to keep security.
[Dr Alexandrova] The people in the stalls start panicking.
They start hurling those packages into the crowd.
[hubbub escalates] Everyone starts to rush towards where they believe the presents are being given.
[shouting] [Dr Alexandrova] People start falling to the ground, human dominos, other people trample upon them.
This scene is horrible carnage.
[choir singing] [Montefiore] The coronation of a Russian Czar� was magnificent, majestic, jewel-infested, exquisite, the cost was extraordinary.
The rituals were complex and ancient.
Everything was� designed to project wealth, power and the glory of the dynasty.
The coronation really defines the emperor as a ruler whose power comes from God.
And Nicholas completely believes this and embraces it.
[choir singing] [chink of metal] [hushed murmurs] [whispers] It doesn't mean anything.
Oh, Lord, God of our fathers.
[Nicholas] You have chosen me as sovereign� and judge over your people.
I confess to your inscrutable providence in selecting me.
Inspire and enlighten my path, and direct my actions in this awe-inspiring mission.
May the wisdom that descends always from your throne abide with me.
[applause] How many dead? [Uncle] It is yet to be confirmed.
A hundred? - More? - As I say, it is yet to be confirmed.
- How many hundred? - Unfortunately, we are talking thousands Thousands? It is yet to be confirmed.
- We must cancel the celebrations.
- I would advise against that.
But surely we must acknowledge the tragedy.
It is only a tragedy if you make it one.
Where you lead, others follow.
[footsteps fade] [Montefiore] 2000, 3000 bodies of peasants lie on this coronation field, where soon there are to be festivities, the Czar, the Grand Duke, the Royal Family are to arrive.
[cheering from the crowd] [cheering continues] And some of the bodies, they just pile into carts.
So that as the royal family are going out to the Khodynka field, they pass carriages where they think the people are waving at them and suddenly, as they get close, they realize that these are all dead people, crushed to death.
Nicky should have done what a modern� politician would do, go to all the hospitals, and be seen to be� visiting and showing love for his people.
[chamber music plays] What he, in fact, does is to make a decision against his better judgment, to go to the party of the Marquis de Montebello, the French ambassador.
[Alix] I can't.
It's not right.
Just this one, then we'll have done our duty.
[playing "Symphonie Fantastique"] This will come back to haunt us.
There's no room for sentimentality in politics.
You should have sent more Cossacks to manage the crowds.
The people won't forgive him.
Grow up.
This blood will stain his reign.
[Uncle chuckles] Fucking kids.
[Dr de Orellana] In the first day of his reign, the Czar and his German wife were dancing and drinking, even as hundreds and thousands of Muscovites had been killed.
[Montefiore] And from this point onwards, he is known as Nicholas the Bloody.
It's a disastrous beginning to Nicholas' reign.
- [soft footsteps] - [dogs' distant barking] [Rasputin] Friend.
Would you have food and a bed for the night? - Of course.
- Thank you.
Very nice, thank you.
[quiet, shaky breathing in background] [shaky breathing continues] [shaky breathing in background] [shaky breathing continues] What's all this shaking, old man? Hm? Too many seasons.
Hm.
Feel God flow in you again.
That's it.
[whispering] Breathe his spirit.
[Rasputin] Hm.
Hm.
Remember how they ran.
The hills they climbed.
It's all still there.
Good.
- Uh? - Good.
[Smith] Rasputin becomes more and more convinced of his own abilities, of his power as a healer his insight into human nature.
[Montefiore] He's superb at getting close to people.
� He has empathy.
He has a feral charisma.
[Smith] And then he has those eyes.
And he knows the effect that these eyes have on people.
Especially women.
It's alright to sin.
[kiss] Brings us closer to God.
How can you be redeemed if you haven't sinned? [gasps] [Smith] He's a man who emits electricity from his fingertips.
His physical presence is something that overwhelms people.
[panting] [Smith] And people are transfixed by this.
[gasps] [muffled squeaks] [Montefiore] By 1901, Nicky and Alix have three daughters; Olga, Tatiana and Maria.
And when Alix gets pregnant again of course, everybody is longing for the much-needed son and heir.
[Alix groans in labour] Oh, Lord, forgive us our sins.
[groans] May our prayers be answered.
We thank you for our daughters, but may you bless us now with a son.
[shouts] - [doctor] Push! Push it! - [shouts] [screams] - [gasping] - [baby crying] - [Alix gasps] - [baby cries] Tell me.
[panting] We have a beautiful, healthy baby.
[gasps] I'm sorry.
- [baby cries] - [Alix] Oh.
A son would belong to the people.
This little girl is ours.
Hello, Anastasia.
[male narrator] In Greek, the name Anastasia means, "the one who is reborn.
" Now I had to ask if she truly had been resurrected.
The eyes are the same.
But not the face.
There may be good reasons for that.
Her jaw's been broken.
She has missing teeth.
She's been through serious emotional and physical trauma.
I don't know if anyone could have survived that massacre.
[clock ticks] [faint screams] [bang] [baby crying] [Mr.
Gilliard] One thing that is certain, is that the birth of Anastasia was both a blessing and a curse.
More than ever, Nicholas and Alexandra needed a son and heir.
[whispers] Come back to bed.
We need help.
[narrator] And their desperation would open a door [Alix] There must be something we can do.
[narrator] to a darkness that would destroy their world.
There must be someone.
[Mr Gilliard thinks] She was here in this room with its ghosts and its nightmares.
Could anybody have survived it? A family died here.
[clock ticks] Anastasia, do you remember them? No! Do you remember them? [Mr Gilliard] Do you remember them? Do you remember them? How did you get away? [rustle of bed sheets] According to the notes in her file, she remembers being shot at, wounded, beaten and ending there.
Do you think she could have� escaped that cellar with those injuries? Maybe they left her for dead.
After all it was the Czar that they wanted to get rid of, and the boy.
[Mr Gilliard] Alexei the boy who would be Czar, but whose birth would lead to tragedy.
[sound of birdsong] To be the Czar was� to have� absolute power.
He could choose whatever his heart desired [soft footsteps] except what he needed most.
A son, an heir.
For this, he had to do what the poorest among us must do.
Pray for the grace of God.
- [soft footsteps] - [birdsong] God is miraculous through his saints, God is miraculous through his saints.
God is miraculous through his saints.
God is miraculous through his saints, God is miraculous through his saints.
[birdsong] [splashing of water] [Alix gasps] Please, Seraphim, give me a son.
[sighs] Give me an heir.
[gasps] - [sound of water] - [sighs] [Alix moans in pleasure] [Alix] Oh, God.
- [Alix] Oh, Heavenly Father.
- [Nicky moans] [Alix] Oh, most merciful and compassionate God.
[both moan in pleasure] [Alix] Shine your mercy upon us, and bless us now with glory.
[both moan in pleasure] [muffled moans of pleasure] [moans] - [Nicky laughs] - [Alix sighs in pleasure] [both sigh in pleasure] [Alix gasps] Don't move.
- [Alix] Don't pull out.
- [Nicky pants] The longer you stay inside me, the better our chances of a boy.
It will happen.
Have faith.
[kiss] [Montefiore] The Romanovs have ruled Russia for almost 300 years, since 1613, and Alix has had four children, all daughters.
But of course, only a son can succeed to the throne.
As a result of this, they're starting to turn to all sorts of different methods to attempt to conceive a son.
Nicholas thinks that it's important that for generations to come, the Romanovs will rule Russia and that he is in many ways the trustee of that rule.
[faint sound of retching] [Alix coughing and retching] [Alix gasps] [Alix coughs] [Alix sighs, sniffs] I'm sorry.
No more state occasions.
You're staying in bed.
Look, we won't risk anything going wrong.
[door squeaks] What do we do if it's another girl? [Nicky] Then we throw her in the river.
[both laugh] I don't think I can do this again, Nicky.
- I'm getting too old for it.
- No.
- [Nicky, kissing] Mm! - [Alix] No.
[both laugh] - [Nicky] Brush your teeth.
- [Alix, laughing]� Get out.
[Dr Alexandrova] A good Russian Czar is supposed to� produce a male heir.
That's his number one job.
His number two job is to conquer lands.
He fails with one of those, he is not considered a good Czar.
Nicholas felt enormous pressure to continue the dynasty and expand the empire.
[gunfire] He saw his opportunity in the Far East.
This brought him into conflict with a rising power, Japan.
[shouting] [sound of boots] He was sure that he would win the contest, and that Japan would never dare go to war against him, which is a colossal misjudgment.
- When did they attack? - [general] Midnight.
They torpedoed the Czarevich Retzivan Pallada.
They are fucking monkeys.
Without a declaration of war.
They did try every diplomatic avenue.
[Sergei] There is only one way to respond.
[general] The Japanese are a huge industrial� and military force.
I know what your father would do.
Tell Japan we are at war.
[decisive, retreating footsteps] [laughing] This is a situation that Nicholas misjudges catastrophically.
Like any conflict, if it goes badly, it could jeopardize his rule, and indeed, the Czarist regime.
[Dr Hetherington]� Part of the problem for Nicholas is that he has a picture� of the empire in his head, which, in many ways is a kind of fairy tale, based on the history books that he read about the 17th century.
So, by keeping his head� in the sand in this way, he consistently makes the same bad decisions over and over again.
Nicholas is a dogmatic decision-maker.
That's why he consistently ignores advice from good policy-makers.
[hurried footsteps] [Alix's agonized scream] [Alix screams] - [baby makes noises] - [Alix sighs in relief] [doors rattle closed] [doors rattle open] [clapping] [laughing] Thank God you've done it! Ha! The Czarevich! To Alexei.
[Dr Hetherington] The birth of Alexei is incredibly important.
He's the long-awaited son that they had hoped so much for, and that they think is going to secure the Romanov dynasty.
It's a cause of huge celebration and relief for Nicholas and Alexandra.
[baby Alexei gurgles] You know what it could be, don't you? Yes.
We'll get the doctor.
The curse.
[Montefiore] Within days of Alexei's birth, the joy that Nicky and Alix feel turned to ashes when it becomes clear, from a bleeding navel, that the child is suffering from hemophilia.
The sufferers bleed from any wound or bruise, internally or externally.
[baby screaming] [Dr Hetherington] Alexandra herself knows exactly what hemophilia means, and this is something that runs in many of the royal families of Europe.
Alexandra's own uncle and brother have died of hemophilia.
[baby screams] - [baby screams] - There's nothing wrong with my son.
[Montefiore] This is a nightmare scenario for Nicky and Alix, or any parent, in fact.
Hemophiliacs died young.
Alexei was quite likely to die before his father, before Nicky.
Medical science couldn't really help them.
What they needed was a miracle.
[footsteps] [door opens] [Dr Antonova] At the moment that Rasputin arrives in Petersburg, it's an incredibly timely moment for the kind of rise he is going to have.
He's not necessarily someone who turns up with an arch-plan right from the very beginning, to go to the top, but he's very good at realizing when something is open to him that will enable him to increase his power and his wealth.
Bishop Germogen.
So you are Grigori Rasputin.
Yes, your Holiness.
My references from Bishop Feofan.
Wait here.
I may have some work for you.
Thank you.
[footsteps recede] [door clicks] [slow footsteps] He will give you a child.
He hears you.
He hears you.
On the road to healing, there's pain.
[baby Alexei cries] [anxiously] You're fine, you're fine [baby coos, cries] [baby cries sharply] How long? [baby cries] This disease is very unpredictable.
He can have years of good health.
And then, one day - [baby cries] - it can turn.
[baby cries] Turn? A nasty knock, a cut a bruise.
- [baby cries] - [doctor] It could kill him.
[baby Alexei crying quietly] [lady's voice on phone] Nicky, darling, please There's rumors that Czarevich is sick.
We understand that� you don't want to say anything, but we know someone.
Just say the word.
[Rasputin inhales] [general chatter] When Rasputin first arrives in Petersburg, he's introduced very early on to the so-called Black Princesses.
They're very closely connected to all of high society.
They're also interested in mysticism.
[woman murmurs] From Pokrovskoye, Siberia.
He's arrived in Moscow with excellent references.
The Bishop says he has� genuine miraculous powers.
[phone tinkles] You've got to understand that Rasputin's home village is over a thousand miles east of St.
Petersburg.
It's the frontier.
Herds of reindeer.
It's wild.
It couldn't be more different than the social rules of St.
Petersburg.
He's from another world.
Why do you need all this? - All this junk? - [ladies laugh] [chatter continues] Don't be scared.
It's all right.
Don't look at them.
They don't matter.
Look at me.
Mm.
You're like the night cold and dark.
So much grief.
Now the ice has set in.
Your love has nowhere to go, it's It's frozen.
Is it for him? Your husband? No.
No, this is much much deeper.
Isn't it? So fragile and tiny your little girl.
It's okay.
- [woman gasps] - It's not your fault.
[sniffs] Look at me.
[gasps] You saw her suffer, didn't you? And all the love was in vain.
- She's gone.
- [woman sobs] She's gone.
It's not your fault.
You were just a child, too.
Weren't you? [quiet sob] Only a child.
[gasping sob] - [woman sobs] - That's it, that's it.
- Let it out.
- [sobs] - [woman sobs, sighs] - Good.
[Dr Alexandrova] People were starving for that kind of person to come in� and tell them what to do with their lives.
It feels like he really understands those he talks to.
It feels like he's a very warm and caring person, and actually, a lot of his advice is really humane.
[Dr Hetherington] He's someone who people talked about, his ability to know exactly� what to say to people who are in distress, and in some ways, he's kind of a soothing balm for them, a soothing presence.
What will the people say? They want a strong Czarevich, not an invalid.
[Alix sighing] They'll lose faith in him.
They'll blame us.
No one can find out.
They've already noticed.
We must deny it.
What happens when he gets sick? We'll give him his own bodyguard.
We'll get him� the best medical care there is.
We'll tell only those we must.
Those we trust implicitly.
[Dr Hetherington] It's arguably a big mistake that they decide to keep this secret.
What they do by keeping him away from the public eye, is that they seem to be retreating from the Russian people.
For a monarch, to have their heir as a hemophiliac is just a disaster.
And Nicky and Alix reacted by becoming even more paranoid, and the pressure of keeping the secret of Alexei's illness affects the political decisions that Nicky and Alix made for the rest of their reign.
[general] They've bombarded Port Arthur for over two weeks and shattered the Pacific fleet.
The Siberian Army Corps have been forced to retreat.
Now's the time to use� a fucking sledgehammer.
[general] The people are desperate for a better life.
They don't need a war.
[Sergei] That's exactly what they need.
Don't let people walk all over you, Nicky.
The Baltic fleet.
Give me numbers.
Forty-two ships.
Twelve thousand sailors.
Nicky this is madness! Send them all.
Don't come to me when it all turns to shit.
[Dr de Orellana] The Baltic fleet� is the mainstay of Russia's power in Europe.
If Russia loses this fleet, its standing amongst the great nations of the world collapses.
It's a really, really dangerous moment, and defeat in war is potentially catastrophic for the dynasty.
As Nicholas makes this desperate gamble to win the war with Japan, things are going from bad to worse, outside the walls of the palace.
I mean, in St.
Petersburg, there are protests, there are shortages.
The war is not going well, and the home front is even worse.
People say, "Well, the autocracy and the� Czar's ministers are making terrible decisions.
Perhaps, what we need is an actual representative democracy, and then we would have a government that was making better decisions for the Russian Empire.
" [sound of horses' hooves] [sound of carriage wheels] Cannot be leaving this place a second sooner.
Had it up to here with this fucking city.
And the fucking Czar constantly needing his hand held.
Oh, what the hell? [angry crowd shouting] These bloody extremists should be shot.
- [crowd shouts] - All of them! Get a fucking move on! [shouting, banging on carriage] [horse whinnies] "March to The Winter Palace, ninth of January.
We wish our father,� the Czar, to deliver us from the evil oppressors, the despotic and irresponsible government, and the capitalist exploiters, crooks, and robbers of Russian people.
" [Dr de Orellana] The Czar, in 1905, doesn't really understand what's happening around the country, and he doesn't understand how pervasive revolutionary ideas can be.
He believes still in the sacred bond between himself and the mass of the Russian peasants.
[Montefiore] The war is going badly, disastrously.
There are strikes in all the big factories.
There is discontent, there is terrorism.
Russia is seething, on the edge of revolution.
[hubbub] [Dr de Orellana] In January, the situation comes to a head� in St.
Petersburg.
A huge crowd gathers to demand� better working conditions.
[Montefiore] This was a peaceful protest, and the idea was that the good Czar, the 'Little Father, ' would smile on them and help them.
That was their dream.
[mother] What does Mirsky say? It's under control.
He called troops to reinforce the garrison.
Alix wants us to leave St.
Petersburg.
You can't.
Alix is at breaking point.
You have no idea how difficult it's been with Alexei.
The people need to see their Czar.
You must stay and accept the petition.
- It's not that simple, Mother.
- You have to be strong.
You need the people behind you.
Nicky you have no choice.
[Alix] All packed.
Cars are ready.
I don't think we should panic.
The army's been alerted.
We'll stay.
Duty, my dear.
In times such as these, the Romanovs have to be strong Your first duty is to your family.
Your children, your heir his safety.
I've heard there are thousands coming.
Thousands of angry peasants and workers.
Why else would the army have been alerted? - All the more reason why you should stay.
- Oh, what? Like sitting targets? [mother] As Czarina, you should be� behind the emperor's decisions, - not challenging them - As Czarina, I will protect my children.
[Alix] By all means, stay if you want.
[receding footsteps] [Dr de Orellana] This is not only a mistake for Nicholas, this is a huge missed opportunity.
This would have been an excellent opportunity for him to symbolically play exactly the character that he saw himself as.
The divinely appointed 'Little Father' that listens to the crying pleas of his people.
[Dr Alexandrova] He panics, and he leaves the capital.
He should have stayed, he should have received the protesters, and he should have received the petition.
He basically hides from the situation in another palace.
[Dr de Orellana] Nicholas decides to leave behind� the regiment of guards with orders to fire on protesters that get too close to the Winter Palace.
[Dr Alexandrova] The protesters are advancing� towards infantry, the infantry hopes� that they will stop at the stop line, but they don't.
The crowds keep pushing forward.
[bang] [gunfire] The troops fire a couple of warning shots, and the shots actually hit� the kids who are hiding in the trees, starting a horrible carnage.
- [screaming] - [sound of horses' hooves] [bang] [screaming] - [gunfire] - [screams] [screaming and shouting] [Dr de Orellana] The troops start shooting, and at least 1,000 people die.
[bang] 2,000 more are wounded.
This is a disaster, and a very, very visible bloodbath in the streets of St.
Petersburg.
They say the people were cautioned again and again that they were going to shoot.
So they were warned? But they didn't stop.
They say there were thousands running towards the soldiers, that there was no way of knowing if they were armed.
What else are the soldiers meant to do? Of course they had to shoot.
The people.
Apparently, they were singing "God Save the Czar.
" "Apparently.
" Does it say that in the report? [Nicky] They will never forgive me for this.
Look at me.
Look at me.
You've done nothing wrong.
For every 1,000 that march, there are 10,000 that look to you for guidance right now.
Just as I do.
I couldn't have survived the last few months without you, Nicky.
Now it's time to show the people how strong you really are.
[Dr de Orellana] This is a huge turning point� in Russian history.
It becomes known as Bloody Sunday.
This is a moment that leads many people to lose faith in autocracy altogether.
People start to talk about the need for an elected, representative government.
What's called in Russian, a "Duma.
" In fact, Bloody Sunday radicalizes a lot of the political body of Russia.
Russia is now cursed with a plethora of terrorist organizations, revolutionary parties, all of whom are using� violence and terrorism to destroy society and recreate a new workers' paradise.
And from now on, though no one knew at that moment, you know, politics in Russia would be a fight to the death.
[gun fires] The people spearheading the revolution are not the type of people you might imagine.
These are educated men that are passionate about the cause of overthrowing the monarchy and changing Russia.
They're willing to give their lives.
Men, like Ivan Kalyayev, he's an educated man, he's a published poet.
[footsteps] [Dr de Orellana] They have taken, shall we say, the terrorist-anarchist experience of the previous 20 years to a fine art.
They're assassinating imperial officials all over the country by late 1905, and seriously jeopardizing the imperial administration that relied on these officials.
[match strikes] [fizzing] [rattle of paper] - [Sergei] Rubbish.
- [crumpling] They'll print any crap.
Don't, darling.
You'll make yourself ill.
[wife laughs] [Dr de Orellana] Grand Duke Sergei is very much the greatest nemesis of the revolutionaries.
As governor of Moscow, he has hunted down revolutionary groups.
He's a reactionary, brutal, bloody-minded man.
No wonder revolutionaries want to kill him.
[door clicks] [Sergei grunts] [click] [knocks] [horses' hooves] [fizzing] [sound of carriage wheels] - [fizzing] - [sound of carriage wheels] - [bump] - Fuck! [sound of carriage wheels] - [fizzing] - [kicking] [Sergei shouts] Fuck! [explosion] [wife gasps] [wife whimpers] [wife whimpers] [crying] No, no [gasps] [wife gasps, sobs] I've done my duty! [wife sobs] [struggling sounds] [wife sobs] [door rattles] [mother] Oh, this is dreadful.
After all those years of selfless public service.
Nicky, is there really no way we can get to the funeral? No.
It's not safe.
We have to stay here.
[mother sobs] [Alix sobs] My poor sister.
[Montefiore] Nicky and Alix understood very little what was really happening in the streets.
They lived in what today we'd call a bubble.
Incredibly, Sergei's widow, Ella, actually goes to see Kalyayev in prison.
She's desperate to understand why he's committed this atrocity, which, I think, shows us how out of touch the Romanovs were with public feeling at this time.
[whispers] I want to forgive you.
I don't need your forgiveness.
[Ella] Why him? Why my husband? Remember the ninth of January? Thousands marching to see the Czar, and That wasn't his fault.
Did you really think there'd be no price to pay? He was a good man.
He had blood on his hands.
Like all of you.
I will pray for you.
I don't want your prayers.
Keep them for yourself.
This is just the beginning.
Sergei's death sets off a snowball of indiscriminate violence and revolution.
And in fact, the whole Russian Empire now starts to sort of unravel.
Huge swathes of it start to fall out of the Czar's control.
Nicholas says to his� Minister of the Interior, "You're talking as if this� is a revolution.
" And the minister says, "Your Imperial Majesty, this is revolution.
" [ship's horn blasts] [Dr de Orellana] As Russia slips out of Nicholas' control, the war in the Far East is going from bad to worse.
They've lost on the ground, and when the Baltic fleet finally finishes its epic journey around the world, to meet the Japanese fleet, it is defeated in only 40 minutes at the battle of the Tsushima Straits.
[sound of ships' engines and steam] [explosions] [Montefiore] This is a terrible moment for Nicky.
Russia is totally humiliated.
Nothing drives revolution like political and military defeat.
[general] Riots, and strikes.
Schools and factories shut.
Disorder, bloodshed This cannot go on, sir.
We need military dictatorship.
No! Give the people the government they're asking for.
This time, it was the Grand Duke.
Who is it going to be next? But we are a monarchy.
So is England, but they have a parliament, too.
Hear me out.
You need to have an elected legislature.
A Duma.
It's the only way.
[footsteps in snow] [Mr Gilliard] When I arrived at the palace, I came as a tutor.
But my role, ultimately, was to bear witness to history.
[quick footsteps] Welcome, Monsieur Gilliard.
[whispers] Your French tutor.
This is Alexei.
This is Olga.
Tatiana, Maria, and Anastasia.
I expect you all to behave,� comme il faut.
- Was that right? - Absolutement parfait.
Perfect, your excellency.
It is a pleasure to meet you all.
You're not very tall, are you? Enchant�.
[Mr Gilliard] That is when I first met her.
[clock ticks] - [screams] - [bang] A little girl with no idea of the terrors ahead.
Her notes.
She said a guard helped her escape? She says he hid her with his family.
Hm.
Then, the Bolsheviks came, and he smuggled her to Bucharest.
So, he saved her life.
So she says.
- [Mr Gilliard sighs] - [papers rustle] [doctor] She also says he raped her.
And that they had a baby together.
Then, he was killed by Bolshevik agents, so she left the child with his family, and then she ran away.
A week after she arrived in Berlin, she threw herself off a bridge.
Things she collected.
Photographs, newspaper articles.
It's to remind her of who she once was, or to help her learn who she's trying to be.
You think she's another impostor? They're after the fame and the money.
Many, many people want to make a claim on that world.
Being rich and famous never kept anyone safe.
It was a dangerous time, even before war and revolution.
[clock ticks] [Mr Gilliard] These elected representatives will propose and approve law.
They will discuss the work of the Czar's government, and they will be able� to look at the budget.
Now, how old you think they will have to be to be a member of the Duma? [Dr Hetherington] So, Nicholas is finally convinced that he has to offer real concessions to the Russian people.
He promises an elected� representative government, what's called in Russian, a Duma.
So, this really is a massive concession for an autocrat to make.
It's the first time that any Czar has agreed to anything like this before.
What were you doing, agreeing to this? It's a temporary measure.
I had no choice.
No choice? You're the Czar.
God rules through you.
I had to give the people something.
It starts with something, but where does it end? They'll want more.
Be careful, Nicky.
[receding footsteps] [Dr Alexandrova] For Nicholas the moment when he offers concessions to the people is a very tragic one.
But on the other hand, the Duma is weak, and the Czar can ignore its decisions or veto its decisions at any moment.
The whole Duma business is very risky.
It gives people the taste of democracy, and there is always the risk the people would want more democracy.
[Montefiore] It's a mess.
The fact is, the Czar remains the autocrat, and even though the Duma is elected by a large electorate, it actually doesn't have� as much power as it looks like it has.
So, it's a paper tiger.
[a man moans in the distance] [man moans] [gunshots] [Montefiore] While the Duma was busy debating, Nicholas was more interested in repression, a ruthless and vengeful crackdown on revolutionaries.
1905 saw a dramatic rise in death sentences and executions.
Thousands of revolutionaries are killed across the empire, but men like Kalyayev, who were prepared to die for the cause, welcomed the death sentence.
He tells his judge, "Learn to look the advancing revolution in the face.
" [cocking of guns] - [yells] Fuck the Czar! - [soldiers] Aim, fire! [bang] [Prof Fedyashin] Towards the end of the year, Alexei falls and hurts himself, and begins to bleed internally.
There's terrible swelling in his leg.
The doctors, they try everything.
They're doing everything they can to help him.
- [Alexei cries] - [doctor] His pulse is very quick.
Let's try and get fluids into him.
[Alexei cries] - Where the hell were you? - [Alexei cries] I told you! It only takes a second.
Just a second of taking� your eye off him! [Alix gasping] It's okay.
It's okay, my darling.
[doctor] The swelling is worse.
His blood pressure is dropping.
All we can do is give him something for the pain.
[Alexei cries] Mummy's here.
- [Alix, crying] Mummy's here.
- [Alexei cries] Oh! Christ, my Lord, who saved Jonah out of the belly of the whale and Daniel out of the mouths of the lions You said you know someone.
Deliver us now from the dreadful darkness of the Prince of Evil We want an introduction.
Right away.
[click] Let not the Devil come over the deathbed of thy servant.
[door squeaks] [Alix] Oh my Christ, let not the Devil come over the deathbed of thy servant.
[Alix] Oh my Christ, deliver us now.
Deliver us [sniffs] Enough.
[male narrator] A young woman, alone and deeply traumatized, makes her way to the Landwehr Canal.
She has no money.
No possessions.
But she has an incredible claim.
[clock ticking] [screams] [bang] This woman says she is Anastasia, [gun fires] the youngest daughter of Russia’s last Czar.
It is my task to decide if she is telling the truth.
Where did she get these? The Von Kleist family.
They put her up for a while.
They believe that she’s Anastasia.
They were trying to prompt her memories.
[crackle of paper] When did you get this? A patient at the Dalldorf asylum gave it to her.
After that, she started saying that she is Anastasia Romanov.
Did you do this? I hope never to see him again.
Did you ever meet him, the mad monk? Only once.
That was enough.
[crying] [narrator] The monk had a very special place in the Romanov household because of the boy’s haemophilia.
[crying] [slow, quiet footsteps] He could do something no one else could do Calm the boy and stop the bleeding.
[Hmm] [Dr Alexandrova] The way Rasputin heals Alexei is very mysterious.
But the actual secret lies in Alexandra.
[Dr Alexandrova]� Alexandra believes that Rasputin� is sent to her by God.
His confidence calms Alexandra.
And in turn, that soothes Alexei.
It’s all right.
Come in.
I’m a simple peasant.
To be here I am honored that you trust me.
He gets sick.
I can’t think or feel.
I don’t know who I am.
You are his mother.
You're also keeping� the biggest secret in Russia.
It is the burden you must carry.
But now now it is mine as well.
[Smith] Rasputin’s timing, when he meets� the royal couple, could not be better.
It’s the revolutionary year of 1905.
Nicholas and Alexandra live in a gilded cage.
Rasputin is this amazing, calming influence.
Alexandra believes that when he speaks, he speaks the word of God.
[sound of children's laughter] [Dr Hetherington] Alexandra doesn’t want very many people� to know that Alexei is ill and that he has haemophilia.
And this is what really puts them in the position to start listening to Rasputin, who claimed to be able to cure Alexei.
[sound of children's laughter] [children laughing] [Rasputin] Girls.
Hey.
Father Grigori.
Let’s take a walk.
[Montefiore] No one knew what was wrong with Alexei, they knew something was wrong, but didn’t know what.
And much of Nicky and Alix’s behavior was inexplicable unless you knew this terrible secret.
It’s a really, really dangerous moment and potentially catastrophic for the dynasty.
- [birds singing] - [footsteps on gravel] Your visits are causing quite a stir.
Mm.
But I don’t care.
I need you here.
Unless you have other responsibilities? My family in Siberia.
I’ll make sure they’re looked after.
You are the only one that can protect Alexei.
Nothing else matters.
[crows cawing] [Dr de Orellana] The Romanovs don’t understand what is truly happening outside the palace walls, just how much anti-imperial sentiment is brewing out there.
[shouting] [gunfire] [screams] After Bloody Sunday, and the disastrous war with Japan, Russia is in open revolt.
[Montefiore] Nicholas shows himself to be bloody and absolutely merciless in suppressing the revolution, and something like 15,000 people are killed Fire! [gun shots] [Montefiore]with Nicholas encouraging every piece of cruelty.
[Dr de Orellana] There are parts of the country that the army has to literally reconquer by force of arms [shouting] killing thousands and thousands of innocent civilians.
[screaming] And Nicholas believes that Jews are one of the biggest problems in Russia, and that most Russian problems, including economic inflation and other challenges, are caused by Jewish conspiracies.
[Montefiore] Anti-semitism had� been a growing fetish� in the Romanov family during the nineteenth century, and Nicky embraced it totally.
But this brought him into conflict with his prime minister, Peter Stolypin, who was a great hope of the dynasty.
You can’t resign.
You ordered me to take this job, sir, you cannot order me to stay.
[quiet footsteps] What would it take to persuade you? Respect.
You ignored my plea to stop the� violence in the streets.
And now I learn you are funding violent pogroms against the Jews.
I am doing what needs to be done.
They are being murdered in their hundreds.
[Nicolas] They are terrorists, they throw bombs.
Maybe if I was forced to live like them, I would throw bombs too.
Soldiers are mutinying in Krondstadt.
Workers are striking again in St.
Petersburg.
The peasants are in open revolt.
And this will happen again� and again, we deal with the cause.
Which is? Russia needs to change.
It has changed.
I gave them the Duma! What more can I do? Reform.
Give the people what they want.
Food to eat, land to grow crops on education.
Father Grigori says the people will follow their Tsar forever.
You trust him? [Nicolas] He’s a peasant.
He understands them.
Sir, the people are changing.
If we do not change too, they will rise up again.
[Montefiore] Stolypin could be the man to save the� Romanov dynasty.
He certainly had the talents to do so.
He had a vision of creating� a strong monarchy based on� a popular foundation.
But Nicholas and Stolypin agree that they must suppress the revolution ruthlessly, and that made his job as reformer-in-chief an extremely dangerous one.
We are making real progress in purging this terror.
They even have a nickname for the hangman’s noose "Stolypin’s Necktie".
Now, we must win the people back.
Fight just as hard for reform, for our children, for the next generation My daughter, Natalya.
I’m coming, I’m coming now.
The next generation are depending on us to fix - [man] Go, go.
- this blood-stained country.
[Stolypin] We cannot let - [man's voice] Ha! - [men yelling] [shouting] [bomb explodes] [Dr Antonova] The entire façade of Stolypin's dacha falls in this huge explosion and dozens of guests are killed.
Stolypin's own daughter is terribly injured.
The crackdown that follows is incredibly brutal.
[Stolypin] We must fight this anarchy, and create a great Russia! Reunited, reformed, and reborn! [roar of applause] So, for those who think they can paralyze this government, I have two words for you - [shouting] Not afraid! - [roar of applause] [Dr Antonova] Stolypin understands the problems and the scale of the problems facing Russia.
He has ideas for how to solve them.
But doesn't have Nicholas’ full backing, partly because Nicholas is listening to Rasputin in the background.
[Stolypin sighs] [groans faintly] [door rattles] What the [screaming] How dare how dare you? How dare you? How dare you? Who sent you? [chuckles] Who sent you here? [whispering] The Czar.
[Stolypin] No! You stay the hell away from my daughter.
Stay away.
Stolypin is horrified by the rise of Rasputin.
He realizes that Rasputin is developing some rather serious influence throughout the court and actual political power through his influence on the royal family.
I don’t understand.
Why risk a scandal in the royal household? Do some digging, will you? Quietly.
Find out what Rasputin wants.
[Dr Alexandrova] The fight between Stolypin and Rasputin is a battle for Nicholas’ soul.
And it’s also a battle for influence over his decision-making.
Remember, that at this point, the Czarevich’s disease is still secret.
Grigori, for centuries, the church has been there for the Romanov family.
So, that when the Czar finds comfort in someone new, we need to be sure that we’re all on the same page.
I'll listen to their prayers.
That’s all.
Bullshit! You will listen to me.
Or I will send you back to the nothing you came from.
Then we’ll see who the Czar truly relies on.
And I will tell you now, it’s not some filthy starets.
[Rasputin] Hm! Are you sure about that? Over the next five years, Rasputin establishes himself as a bit of a guru in Saint Petersburg’s high society, he’s a kind of priest, counselor, confidant.
[Dr Alexandrova] Most of his followers were women and they were absolutely captivated by his very straightforward personality, his hypnotic powers, his ability to understand them, to listen to them, to caress them.
[Rasputin inhales and exhales mysteriously] All the while, Empress Alexandra is becoming ever more dependent on him and particularly, on his care of their young son.
[pen scratches on paper] Words fail me, Father.
When I think of all you have done, the joy you bring to our family, I cannot begin to thank you.
Words are what I need most, Father.
Your words, of reason and calm.
And I need to hear them every single day.
[Rasputin laughs quietly] What a beautiful morning! Ah? [laughs] And what stunning, stunning ladies! Does your husband know you’re here, Mrs.
Semenov? Countess.
Mrs.
Kuznetsov is most excited about your proposal.
She’ll be along shortly.
Hello.
So, first in the queue.
[lady sighs] Rasputin’s sexual appetite is legendary.
He becomes this, kind of a leader of a sex cult, almost, in Petersburg during that time.
It started with headaches, er I just feel so tense all the time.
My doctor says it’s common hysteria.
[sighs] Well, there's nothing common about it.
But also nothing I can’t heal.
Please.
Then let God in.
Let him purge your soul.
Cleanse you.
[sighs] Use temptation.
Let his heat warm your bones and charge your blood.
[lady gasps] Hold yourself.
Feel God.
[lady gasps] And let his love enter you.
[lady groans] Push inside you.
[gasps] Fill you.
[lady gasps] Let the spirit move through you.
[lady gasping] [sighing in pleasure] [sighing in pleasure] I love you.
[lady sighs] You love God.
[sighing] Am I shameful? [Rasputin] No.
God never degrades.
He only purifies.
[Rasputin] God has moved in you.
[lady sighs] And he moves in me too.
I can feel him, can you feel him? [lady sighing] [sniffs] [groans in pleasure] [Dr Alexandrova] Once he moves through the society ladies� in Petersburg, Rasputin is an extremely dangerous person for the prestige of the Romanov House.
[bang] [rustle of paper] [Montefiore] Stolypin thinks of course� Nicholas will� see sense and get rid of Rasputin.
But we’re not really dealing in the realm of reason here.
[Smith] Nicholas and Alexandra are incapable� of understanding the degree� to which their private life is a public matter.
[Rasputin] Are you sick? [laughs] Just from worry.
Sometimes I think the only thing between me, Nicky, and sheer oblivion is you.
[Dr Hetherington] There had long been rumors that not only� was Rasputin a lewd figure, who had all sorts of affairs and, you know, acted in all sorts of inappropriate ways with women, but that he was having an affair with the Czarina herself.
Our Father, who art in heaven [both] Hallowed be thy name.
[both] Thy kingdom come thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses.
[Alexandra sighing] [door shuts] [gasps] [Smith] Rasputin wields enormous power over Alexandra, but there’s no way he uses this to begin some sort of sexual relationship.
It is a profoundly, if you will, spiritual sort of relationship, without a physical quality to it, other than a sense of tenderness.
Their relationship had become one where she depended on him, much like one might depend on a psychiatrist or a counsellor today.
Father Grigori, how can I ever thank you for what you have done? [sound of water] [Rasputin sighs] [lover sighs] [smack] Again! [smack] - Again! Ah! - [smack] - [smack] - [groans] My heart aches to see you again.
- [smack] - [groans] To fall asleep on your shoulder.
[Rasputin sighing] [woman moans fainty] [Rasputin gasps] I know I have sinned many times.
[groaning] I am weak.
[gasping] [groans of pleasure] But don’t abandon me.
[moans of pleasure] I love you and believe in you.
And I kiss you warmly.
I am your child.
Alix.
[Rasputin yells in pleasure] There is every risk, as he continues his� hedonistic behavior, that this will cause a scandal.
[thud] You had the police follow him? In his village, he was charged with theft and blasphemy.
That file details several accusations of sexual assault and even rape.
All lies to discredit him.
I saw his filthy hands grope my own daughter! [Stolypin] I’m concerned he is comforting your wife, sir.
I would rather have ten Rasputins than one of my wife’s episodes.
Don’t you see? His presence here is damaging you.
It is rumored he’s her lover.
[shouting] Well, they can say what they like.
I know the truth! Please.
Meet with him.
Give him another chance.
In many ways, what we have here, is statesmanship facing faith.
This is a battle for Nicholas’ mind.
[sighs] These accusations are totally false.
I am a simple holy man.
From what I hear, you are neither simple nor holy.
I talk and I listen.
That’s all.
Well, listen to me, for the sake of Russia, you need to leave the Czar and his family alone.
[chuckles] I knew a man like you back in my village, a magistrate.
We did not get on.
What did you do? Fuck his wife? We had a clash of faiths.
[laughing] You Fucking vermin.
- You will leave this city - [bang] in 48 hours, or I shall have you arrested.
This, priest.
This is power.
[sniffs] Only God knows what real power is.
And death rides with you.
[Dr Antonova] Stolypin is, in many ways, a reasonable man, who sees the state of things in Russia.
To this day, many people believe Stolypin was the last hope of the Romanov Dynasty.
[sound of car engine] We’ll never know because he is not around long enough.
You get Stolypin here.
You make him reverse the order.
- And then you fire him.
- [sighs] What for? Insulting our friend.
I can’t fire him, Sunny.
He is the most capable prime minister I’ve had.
I need him.
And our son needs Grigori.
[fanfare of brass music] [audience applause] [opera music in the background] [music continues] - [man's voice] Long live anarchy! - [gun shot] [smash] [Nicolas] Get a doctor! Go! [panting, groaning] [gasping breaths] Happy to die for the Czar.
[shouting] Someone! And death rides with you.
After Stolypin is shot in the Kiev Opera in 1911, he still fights for his life for three more days.
When he finally dies, it means not only the end to the reforms, but also, the fact that Rasputin will gain more influence on the Czar.
[Rasputin] Your Reverence I do find these meetings a little inconvenient.
What do you need? There’s a dramatic confrontation between Germogen, Iliodor, and Rasputin that takes place in Petersburg at the end of 1911.
They have decided this is their moment to bring Rasputin down.
Our meetings with the Czar have been a little irregular lately.
We were wondering Shall I tell you what you really need? You need to start treating the Czar like your divine leader, not a cash register.
You need to start treating the Empress like a goddess, not a source of gossip.
But mainly, you need to start treating me with some fucking respect.
[ring of a metal blade] You were nothing without us.
And, as God is my witness, you will be nothing again.
[quietly laughs] Get the fuck off me! - [thumps] - [groans] [spits] [Smith] Unfortunately for Rasputin, Iliodor sees these letters.
And he then uses them as a weapon to get back at Rasputin and leaks them to the public.
[rainfall] [footsteps] [rustle of paper] [Dr Hetherington] These letters seem to suggest� a deep affection between Alexandra and Rasputin, and depending on how we read them, they could be read as the letters of one lover to another lover.
"My heart aches to see you again" "To fall asleep on your shoulder.
" [both laugh] [Montefiore] The exposure of the intimacy of the relationship with Rasputin exposes the family itself, and what was really happening inside Nicholas and Alexandra’s court.
And it isn’t a pretty sight.
[woman recites] "I know I have sinned many times,� that I am weak.
" [door rattles] "I kiss you warmly.
I am your child.
� Alix.
" Jesus Christ, Nicky! Is she actually an idiot? Or does she want to bring down the whole dynasty? It’s regrettable.
No, Nicky! Losing one’s umbrella is regrettable! This is the Empress of all Russia doing God knows what with a vagrant! We don’t just regret this kind of thing, we burn for it! Oh! [footsteps] [quick footsteps] They’ve twisted everything.
I know that.
The problem is no-one else does.
The people will never stop loving you.
The people will never forget this.
We are humiliated.
And so is he! [gasps] Don’t you understand? He is hated because we love him.
What will happen next time Alexei bleeds? Who will help us then? Nicky! Please.
It’s for the good of Russia that he stays.
Look at it.
It is precisely� for that reason he has to leave.
[gasping] [Alix yells] [sobs] [sound of a train on tracks] [roaring of steam] [doors rattle] What’s happened? What have you done? I thought the Czarina needed you.
She does.
And she will do again.
Alexei, careful.
[child's voice] Anastasia, stop.
[oars on boat boards] Why not? Because I want it.
It's mine.
No, it's not, it's mine.
Mama, Anastasia and Maria are fighting again.
- [child] You have to learn to share.
- [Alix] Anastasia, Maria, please.
- [bump] - [screams] Alexei Alexei! As a haemophiliac, any bruise, any fall, any bump can lead to a bleed that is, first of all, agonizing.
But also, these can lead to death, and a terrible death too.
This is a nightmare scenario for Nicky and Alix [Alexei] I’m dying, aren’t I? [Smith]and puts the dynasty in danger.
No, my darling, you’re fine.
Promise it won’t hurt anymore.
[door bangs] HAEMOPHILIA Your son is seriously ill and you’re working.
It’s a medical bulletin.
The people need to be told if the Csarevich If you’re going to do anything, then think about the fact that you sent away the only man in the world who could save our son.
[sighs] Get him here,� any way you can.
Wait there.
I'll need to send one back.
[Montefiore] I personally believe that he absolutely� believed in himself, and that that belief was convincing to everybody else, and self-fulfilling, even from many thousands of miles away.
[Rasputin] Dear Tsarina.
God has seen your tears� and prayers.
[church bell ringing] Do not grieve.
[Priest, speaking in Russian] O holy King, compassionate and all-merciful Lord Jesus Christ, Son and Word of the living God, Who desirest not the death of a sinner [Rasputin] Do not allow the doctors to bother him.
The little one will not die.
Hey.
[door latch clicks] [Montefiore] The arrival of Rasputin’s telegram seemed to coincide with the stopping of his bleeding and his emergence from a near death.
Get out of here.
Get out of here, both of you.
[door clicks] Father Grigori is with us.
[Montefiore] Alexandra certainly believed, and probably� Nicky believed too, that this was a miracle, that this was God’s work, and that Rasputin could stop the bleeding of the child.
I think you have to make a decision.
Do you believe he had healing powers? Or do you not believe in such things? What’s this?� What are we celebrating? Our beautiful new gemstones.
Look.
From Father Grigori.
� We all have one.
They're so pretty, they're all different colors.
All princesses should have jewels, Daddy.
It’s the law.
Oh, well, it’s very kind of him to send you presents.
Everyone loves surprises, Nicky.
Do you want yours? It’s good to be back.

The girl calling herself "The Russian� Princess Anastasia" continues her recovery.
But I am no closer to discovering if her claims are anything more than fantasy.
I now hope that my wife, Shura, once the children's nursery maid, may be able to uncover something, anything that can help us.
Anastasia, Is it really you? I know.
You have trouble with your memory.
I brought you some things from the past.
Things that might help.
Anastasia chose this for me.
It was a gift from Czarina Alexandra.
Before the outbreak of war.
In 1914, Rasputin returned to his village in Siberia, as one of the most powerful men in Russia.
He had wealth, he had fame, but he also had enemies.
The rich and powerful hated his influence over the Czar and Czarina.
The church were jealous that a simple peasant had become the most powerful holy man in Russia.
Everyone wanted him dead.
False prophet! Slanderer! Rapist! Rapist! Khionya Guseva almost succeeded.
Others would try.
And maybe if they had succeeded, history would have been very different.
Because in 1914, Rasputin's invisible hand would try to influence Russia in its deadliest hour.
The country was on the brink of war with the Austro-Hungarian Empire and her ally, Germany.
It was the beginning of the end.
No.
No, no! No! God! Argh! Oh, fuck! God! Help me up.
I need to speak to the Czar.
Write for me.
Prask A terrible storm hangs over Russia.
Don't allow the madmen to destroy everything.
Don't go to war.
The Austrians have begun firing on Belgrade.
Germany is backing them.
I need your decision.
War would mean sending hundreds of thousands of Russians to their deaths.
It means soldiers doing the job that they have been trained for.
When Austria invades Serbia, Russia is put in a very difficult position.
The stakes of Nicholas's decision,� in many ways, couldn't be higher.
Austria is being supported by Germany which is not only� Europe's greatest military power, but also Alexandra's homeland.
I can't make this decision.
You must.
Being unarmed against Austria would be madness.
We need to prepare for an attack.
Transmit my orders to mobilize.
Grigori absolutely advises against war.
I'm sorry.
We are at war.
No! It was my decision, based on the advice� of my ministers.
Was it you? Yes.
Please.
I have German blood, Nicky.
I'm so ashamed.
I'm so sorry, but I have no choice.
Father Grigori says that - Father Grigori is not a politician! - it will be the end of Russia, and us.
It would be wrong to take his advice on this.
This is my greatest challenge yet, Sunny.
I need you strong and by my side.
Can I count on you? Germany and Austria have declared war on Russia.
From the heart of our great nation.
I vow to you, my people that I will never make peace while the� enemy threatens our holy motherland.
God is with us! At the beginning of World War One,� in 1914, Nicky dreamed of being supreme commander himself.
He didn't quite have the courage, so he appointed Nikolasha, who was the family's favorite soldier.
Grand Duke Nikolasha is a military hero, from the perspective that he looks like a military hero, he behaves like a military hero.
He's liked by the soldiers because he looks like a soldier.
Good luck.
Commander-in-Chief.
Whatever happens, we will never surrender.
May I say something? Man to man? Rasputin.
Show him the back door.
We are at war.
We don't want to give the people any excuses for discontent.
This isn't your business.
It is all the country is talking about.
Concentrate on winning the war.
I'll look after the rest.
Initially, there's very enthusiastic� support for the war.
The nation rallies against a common enemy.
The entire imperial family contribute to the war effort.
Alexandra converts a number of their palaces into hospitals.
And all of this coincides with the return of Alexandra's closest adviser.
I did not want war, but here with you now, I feel God is with us.
From this moment on, you are the daughters and sweethearts of the nation.
It's a great privilege, responsibility.
Your faces, your smiles will give hope and courage to oursoldiers.
And you you are the future they're fighting for.
Go get changed for supper.
Yes, let's go.
Where is the Czar? With Nikolasha.
Hm.
Nikolasha is a dangerous man.
He wants to be the people's hero.
He wants the love that belongs to the Czar.
What should we do? The Czar must be seen to be leader.
He should take supreme control.
Russia looks like it's doing well in the first days of the war.
Nikolasha, the Commander-in-Chief, is very confident they're just going to drive straight on to Berlin.
But, actually,� very quickly, the Germans turn it around.
The Russian army does not have experience.
It does not have experienced soldiers, most of them are simply conscripted peasants who don't even know why they're fighting this war.
Where's the stretcher? Alexandra and her daughters, they really do work hard, and really do go close to ordinary soldiers with appalling wounds.
You don't have to be here if it's too much.
They need me, just like I need Father Grigori.
Alexandra seems to have been seeking� something, seeking answers or confidence.
Rasputin, he seems to offer her answers, and a certainty, and a faith.
She believes in him absolutely.
Where's the music? The story of what happens at the Yar Restaurant in Moscow is one of the great legendary events in the life of Rasputin.
The Czarina loves me.
She's I can make her do anything.
Anything! I piss, and I shit on all of you! Ha ha! The Czarina, she's my precious one! My precious one.
Rasputin got blind drunk, pulled down his� breeches and pulled out his penis.
The Czarina loves me.
I can make her do anything.
He boasted about his relationship, his power with the empress.
There's incredibly toxic rumors and illustrations in the press of Rasputin and Alexandra together in sexual situations.
It's assumed they must be� sleeping together.
But this is not the case.
Rasputin was there primarily to look after the boy.
Remember that the Czareviches' illness is a secret, even from close family.
Lies and hate, and spin! Yes, but lies the people believe! Look, we need to distance ourselves from him.
And, what about your son? What's the point in winning the war if the heir to the throne is dead? Stop it! This is not just coming from me.
It's coming from my ministers and the Commander-in-Chief.
Oh, Nikolasha.
Fuck Nikolasha! Who's running this country? Him or you? - I am! - Really? Nikolasha may as well be Czar.
He's the one who gets all the press.
He's the one people see.
All we hear about is defeat after defeat.
Nikolasha should go.
Not Grigori.
The people need to see their Czar strong and in control.
You should be leading the army.
Nicholas had long wanted to take control� of the army.
But, in 1915, he says that he has been spoken to by God.
He heard an inner voice, telling him that he needed to lead� the Russian people to victory.
I'm going to the front.
Are you mad? I had a vision.
Now, Nicky.
You've been under a lot of stress.
I've decided to take over as Commander.
No, Nicky.
You're needed� here in the capitol.
My place is with the army.
Ha.
You'll be blamed for every� military defeat.
You know that.
Trust me, Mother.
Please.
Of course I trust you.
Not those around you.
Is this coming from Rasputin, or Alix? It's my decision.
I'm taking over as Commander-in-Chief.
You now have the greater honor of serving his majesty.
I bet the Czarina is behind this.
She is leading us to disaster.
The monk has to go.
How will I cope without my boys? We'll be fine.
Look after her while I'm away.
You concentrate on the war.
I'll look after everything at home.
Taking control of the army is a very� unwise decision at this point.
Leaving Petrograd means leaving� the government under the influence� of Empress Alexandra and, of course, Rasputin.
Alexandra was never popular with the� Russian aristocracy to begin with.
And to leave a German-born princess and the monk� from Siberia in charge of the government during a massive global war, made them even less so.
Alexandra is not the best person to be in� charge of government.
She's taking very strong drugs, including opium-derived� products, and is becoming increasingly� paranoid.
And is relying ever more on her� personal relationship with Rasputin.
I'm running late.
Another attempt on my life.
What? Poison.
Lucky for me, the er the cat got to it first.
Come to the palace.
No, no, I er I should leave the city.
Go home.
No.
You can't go.
What can I do to persuade you? Nothing.
The ministers hate me.
They're behind these plots against my life.
Well then we must fire them.
Mm, mm.
That would sort it.
You must do what you think is best.
I will do whatever it takes to keep you� by my side.
Alexandra and Rasputin start this toxic partnership that really destabilizes the government.
They change ministers all the time because their key concern is that anyone that they appoint into the chief ministries, defend Rasputin from all of his many, and growing number of enemies in Petrograd.
With Nicholas away at headquarters, she writes to him every day, sometimes several times a day.
Telling him what to do, and what not to do.
Who to listen to, who to ignore.
Remember to listen only to the advice of our friend, Rasputin.
For he alone knows how� you ought best to act.
Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of� Russian soldiers are being slaughtered, as the war goes from bad to worse.
By 1915,� the war effort has deteriorated� appallingly, and the Russian army is in a great retreat, losing cities, losing thousands� of square miles.
They're retreating on the entire front.
The German armies are basically putting enormous pressure on the Russian military.
The Germans look like they could push� on, right into Russia.
The Czar is in crisis.
Nicholas turns out to be utterly irrelevant at Stavka headquarters.
Far from being shown to be� a great warrior-leader, he just makes people wonder what the� point of him is.
Mother.
You're early.
Shall we step outside? I was worried about you.
We all are.
Well, don't be.
Worry about the war.
Worry about the country.
� God knows that's what keeps me up at night.
We've lost almost a million men since the summer.
Who's helping you with all this? My God, Nicky.
Our friend says, you should not advance� to the north, and you must heed his words.
He Is the monk now making the military decisions? Nicky, you cannot allow Rasputin to rule� the country through your wife! They've just made a syphilitic, insane drug addict Interior Minister.
They're putting idiots into positions of power.
I'm doing everything I can.
What more can I do? Take back control.
Dismiss Rasputin.
Grigori is the only man that can keep my� wife sane and my son Dismiss him! Otherwise, you will lose your crown.
"I'm going to change the Interior Minister.
Please don't involve Grigori.
" It is my responsibility and my decision.
This is his mother's doing.
We must plan calmly.
And guide him to make the right decision.
You must persuade him.
Guide him with love.
Alix.
Stay there.
I missed you.
I need you.
You make everything make sense.
I need you to stop being so difficult about the ministers Grigori has chosen.
I've been advised.
You listen to everyone except the one� person you should be listening to.
When did I become the enemy? You're not.
Then trust me.
By 1916, discontent with the royal family has reached all levels of society.
The war is going very badly.
Large parts of Russia are occupied� by the Germans.
Millions have been killed.
The Czar's reputation� amongst the military has completely collapsed One soldier that will play a major role in the Romanov story is Yakov Yurovsky.
A medical orderly� on the front line.
No boots.
It's disgusting.
Who keeps them in power? We do.
Workers and peasants.
If we all downed tools, this country would� fall to its knees.
By the end of 1916, faith in the regime and the monarchy was at rock bottom.
At the same time, there's a perception amongst the Russian population that Alexandra is actively undermining the Russian war effort.
She is of course, a German princess originally, and so she's widely believed to be a German spy.
People believe there are German spies� everywhere.
Even the Empress's own sister is the subject� of xenophobic abuse at this point.
People are convinced in the capital that Alexandra and Rasputin are now running the show.
Alexandra, who's German-born, is running� the government, and she's guided by a mad monk who is apparently sleeping with half of Petersburg society, probably having an affair with the Empress.
The aristocracy become incredibly disturbed by the scandal surrounding� Rasputin.
Hundreds of these were dropped over the front lines by a German zeppelin.
Exactly.
The laughing stock� of Europe, an international joke.
The mad monk.
The sick joker who rules� the Czarina's cunt, and our country.
It's not funny.
It's a fucking tragedy! He's single-handedly destroying the faith of the people in the Czar! Prince Felix Yusupov was the spoiled son of one of the richest families in Russia.
He put another incompetent in power.
The ministers are puppets.
A sexually-depraved monk and a mad hysteric are pulling the strings and we are letting it happen.
Felix Yusupov is a fascinating character.
Bisexual, highly promiscuous, highly intelligent.
But he's also married to the Czar's niece, best friends with many of the grand dukes.
Well, someone has to do something.
The people are so stupid.
All these conspiracy theories, just because we're German.
That's not the reason.
And you know it.
It's about Rasputin.
If that's what you've come here to discuss, you may as well leave now.
He's playing you.
Everything he does is for himself.
He's leading the dynasty to disaster.
He is saving the dynasty! You have no idea.
Of course I do.
We are sisters, Alix.
You must stop blaming yourself for Alexei.
What are you talking about? Rasputin can't cure the bleeding disease.
Nothing can.
My sister needs her carriage.
Exile the monk.
Save your country.
While there's still an empire� for your son to rule over.
I used to bathe Anastasia when she was a child.
She had a small deformity, which she hated.
I would recognize it immediately.
Can I look at your feet? Congenital hallux abducto valgus.
About one in four people are born with it, or develop it.
Could that be a bayonet wound? Possibly.
I'd say from the scar tissue it's about ten years old.
They shot them with bullets, but they had to stab them� with bayonets too.
By the end of 1916, Russia is actually in a sort of surreal situation.
Okay, okay.
Help me, help me! The soldiers at the front now cannot see� an end to the war.
Something's gotta give.
It seems� that everything is out of� control.
Much of the wider Romanov family� believes that to save this monarchy, they have to save Nicholas and Alexandra from themselves, and specifically from Rasputin.
They need to do something to remove him� from influence, or it can't possibly continue as it is.
Rasputin? It's Felix Yusupov here.
Felix, this is a pleasure.
How can I help? Well, I was hoping to make an appointment with you.
About a a problem I have.
Don't be shy.
There's no shame.
I would rather speak to you face-to-face.
It's personal.
I Papa, Papa.
Call me again.
We'll find a time and I'll heal you.
Elusive, condescending fucker.
By 1916, all of Russia is aligned against Rasputin.
The aristocracy know Nicholas and Alexandra are almost criminally negligent, and criminally incompetent.
But nonetheless, it's all centered on Rasputin.
Rasputin's life is hanging by a thread, and you get a feeling that he already knows that his days are numbered.
"Disaster threatens.
Misfortune draws near.
Judgment day has come for our country.
We will drown in our own blood.
I am blind before these griefs.
I can see nothing.
But I know my hour will soon strike.
I am not afraid.
But I know it will be the end of Russia as we know it.
" Please, help yourself.
I won't drink alone.
Ahem.
I prefer white.
My sins used to purge me.
Now they pollute me.
You like me, don't you? You don't want to like me, but you do.
I want to go home, Felix.
To Pokrovskoye.
There's too much sin here.
Prayers reach God more easily in my little village.
I used to walk the Siberian steppe, alone.
You can find God there.
This city chokes me! But I can't leave.
The Czar, the Czarina.
The little one.
Let's go to the gypsies and dance.
Ha? Me and you.
We'll meet Irina another time.
Yeah? Ha.
Everyone wants to kill me.
Why why such hate? You don't understand.
If they kill me they destroy Russia.
Do you understand? I need to go and find Irina.
Go.
Go! So.
It's not working.
Rasputin.

[Mr.
Gilliard] In my efforts to solve the mystery of the young girl who claimed to be Princess Anastasia, the sole surviving heir of the Russian imperial family, I was joined by someone who'd known her all her life, her aunt.
Your Imperial Highness.
[aunt] Olga.
Just Olga now.
The resemblance is only slight.
The physical evidence debatable.
If she is my little Pixie, I'll know.
Pixie? My nickname for her as a toddler.
What does your gut say? She tried to kill herself.
She must have been through something terrible to do that.
But so many others have made claims.
[Olga] I know.
But it's not the lies, it's how they force you to rake it all up again.
[clock ticks] [gun shot] [Mr.
Gilliard] The body of Grigori Rasputin was discovered beneath the ice of the� Malaya Nevka River on the 19th of December, 1916.
The infamous mystic had been poisoned, beaten and shot in the head.
But while the imperial family mourned, many hoped that this was Russia's second� chance to rule� free of Rasputin's poisonous influence.
[Alix] He's gone.
The only man who could save our son.
What do we do now? We carry on.
He had faith in us.
He said God shines on us.
Now we must have faith in ourselves.
[kiss] [sniffs] Mm.
[Montefiore] Rasputin has been murdered.
There is a chance for Nicholas to reform and to make changes.
And yet, Nicholas continues exactly the same way as before.
Everyone realizes suddenly, that actually it wasn't Rasputin who was governing Nicholas.
It was Nicholas governing Nicholas.
[female voice on phone] I understand you need time to mourn, Nicky.
But you must put this behind you and listen to your family.
The country needs your leadership.
My family murdered Grigori.
[Nicky] Felix should be punished.
He deserves a parade.
Here, give me that.
Nicky, Nicky, listen to your sister.
You need to act now.
Appoint new ministers, and regain the confidence of your people, - or there will be total anarchy.
- I have to go, Mother.
But please have faith.
[click] All they do is criticize.
What would Father Grigori say? To trust my instincts.
I will head back to the war.
That's where I'm needed, not here.
I can keep the ministers in line.
We will continue the way we were.
[Dr de Orellana] This is a decision that could doom� the Romanovs.
When Nicholas goes back to military� headquarters, Nicholas is in fact leaving control of government, exactly when government needed him the most.
When Russia needed to be held together by its Czar.
[Dr Hetherington] The war by this time is deeply unpopular.
It's not only unpopular, it's also arguably the engine that's causing economic crisis, that's causing general unrest.
Partly because of the war, there's food shortages in the cities, there's bread rationing, people are starving.
To help the Russian war effort, workers are toiling under horrendous conditions, and winter has made life even more unbearable.
[noise of cart wheels] [Dr de Orellana]The very day that Nicholas leaves, there is a strike at the Putilov armaments factory.
This strike is joined by more and more workers throughout Petrograd, and over the day� we see a snowball striking effect.
[hubbub] Workers are turning to revolution as the only way to change their fate.
There aredozens of political groups and factions, all with different agendas and varying levels of extremism.
And at the radical edge� of the revolutionary parties are the Bolsheviks, led by Lenin.
Lenin's vision of the rule of the working class means the utter annihilation of the royal family, headed by the Czar himself.
[gunfire] [man shouting] [gunfire] [Dr de Orellana] Nicholas returns to a catastrophic� situation at the front.
Not only is the Russian army losing everywhere but the Russian army is also falling apart.
- [gunfire] - [shouting] The Czar's reputation amongst the military has completely collapsed.
[gunfire] It was the revolutionaries that were much more popular amongst the military rank and file.
[gun shot] [Montefiore] Men like Yakov Yurovsky, whose hatred of the Czarist regime has turned him into a fervent Bolshevik.
[man shouting] Up! Up! [boom] - [gun fires] - Get up! Get up! [gun fires] Get rid of that corpse.
- [gun fires] - Fucking peasants.
Rife with disease.
He was under your command, sir.
Doesn't he deserve some respect? [gunfire] - [thwack] - [thud] So, that's what we get for serving Mother Russia? [commander] No! Keep up your Bolshevik bullshit and you'll get the bullet.
[gunfire] Up! [gunfire continues] [Montefiore] Across the Russian empire, resentment of the Czar is building.
[Dr de Orellana] And in February 1917, this resentment is displayed in Saint Petersburg by one of the most unlikely groups.
[Dr Alexandrova] It's International Women's day.
A hundred thousand women flood the streets of Petersburg, protesting the shortages of bread.
[hubbub] [Dr Antonova]� As they go into� the street, factory� workers join them.
More strikes spread from factory to factory.
It begins to spread even to Moscow and becomes huge in scale.
How many? But I was told these protests were small.
Perhaps your Interior Minister is holding back bad news, sir.
Then my wife will deal with him, General Ruzsky.
[Montefiore] In Saint Petersburg you have� this crazy situation where Alexandra, who all her life had isolated herself and disdained politicians, now she found herself running the Russian Government.
Sorry, Your Highness.
The children were asking where you were.
I'm in mourning.
Also, the ministers are still waiting inside for you.
They have some urgent news from the city.
Tell them to come back tomorrow.
[Dr de Orellana] Nicholas and Alexandra are completely� unable� to understand what's happening� in the streets of Petrograd.
They do not understand the discontent.
Their mentality has become so isolated that they really believe that the central link between the Czar and the Russian people remains unbroken.
This is a major mistake.
[Prof Fedyashin] What begins with a female bread riot, begins to acquire a political context.
[sounds of an angry crowd] [Montefiore] The streets are filled with protesters� and revolutionaries who are no longer just demonstrating.
They're calling for the overthrow of the regime.
[cheering] 200,000? My report says nothing like that.
Your Interior Minister, sir, is not only incompetent, he is a liar.
[faint sounds of military marching] Send out the Petrograd garrison to disperse the crowds.
We need to put this down.
Now.
[marching feet] [Montefiore] It's chaos in the streets.
The soldiers obey the orders.
They fire into the crowds.
Hundreds of people are killed.
- [gunfire] - [shouting] [Dr de Orellana] This is a horrible atrocity.
There is a child that is poignantly crucified by bullets on a fence near the Winter Palace.
Some soldiers at this point are even joining the protesters.
This is a make or break moment for the Czarist regime.
[angry shouts] [Montefiore] Despite the massacre the people won't back down.
The next day, a group marches to the palace itself.
[screams and shouts from the crowd] [sniffs] [sighs, sniffs] Apologies, Your Highness.
But the doctor wants you to see something.
Measles.
What about the Czarevich? He's got it, but not so badly.
Right, come on everyone, to bed.
- [man] Your Highness.
- [Alix] Come on.
Maybe now is a good time to leave the palace.
The girls would benefit from a warmer climate.
There are protesters atthe gates.
Well, the children are far too sick to be moved.
The people will come to their senses.
As Father Grigori used to say, "No fear.
No hate.
Only love.
" [screaming, shouting] [Montefiore] Alexandra is oblivious, she believes that this revolution is just a few hooligans, that the army is totally loyal to them.
In fact, morale is very low at the front.
The war is going very badly.
And nothing drives revolution like political and military defeat.
[whistle blows] Get up! You have your orders.
On your fucking feet! [gunfire in background] - [commander] Up that ladder! - [soldier] You don't have to.
� Stand firm.
You do know the penalty for mutiny? Same as if he climbs that ladder.
You will follow my orders.
[cocks gun] [several guns are cocked] That time is gone.
[Dr de Orellana] The Russian army is, at this point, dissolving.
We've got mass desertions, entire battalions simply deciding to walk away from the battlefield.
[angry shouting from crowd] [Montefiore] Even more worryingly for Nicholas, those battalions are heading home to cities in the grip of rising revolutionary fury.
Russia is ready to explode.
[screams from crowd] [flicks lighter] [bang] This morning, sir, thousands more soldiers deserted to join the uprising.
Where are my family?� Are they safe? Your wife refuses� to leave the palace, sir.
The children are too sick.
Deploy the entire Marine Guard to the palace.
I want loyal soldiers guarding the imperial family.
Get me home, General.
Sir.
[door shuts] [sniffs] [train whistle sounds] [steam hisses] [wheels rattle over sleepers] Sir.
We have to take the route east, via Malaya Vishera.
How much time will that add to the journey? Look, I need to be home now.
Sir, it is the troops you dispatched to reinforce Petrograd, we need to keep the main line open for them.
Alright.
Let them through.
- [whistle blows] - [sighs] [hubbub] [Prof McMeekin] Before long, a number of soldiers� have taken to the streets, some of them begin waving red flags, they commandeer vehicles.
And by evening, it is clear that the government has lost control of public order in� Petrograd.
[Montefiore] The strange thing is that there's� no leadership in this revolution.
Nicholas's secret police have been� incredibly effective.
They've arrested or exiled all the leaders of the revolutionary parties.
Stalin is in Siberia.
Lenin is in Switzerland.
This is that rare thing, a truly spontaneous revolution.
[click] No one can contact Nicky.
Telegrams aren't getting through.
Petrograd is falling to the mob, and the Ministry have no idea where my son is.
[sighs] [screams and shouts from the crowd] [distant sounds of unrest continue] [Alix, sighing] Don't worry, my darlings.
It's nothing the guards can't handle.
[door clicks] Your Highness.
We have to leave.
We are in a fortress,� Monsieur Gilliard.
And you are scaring the children.
- [screaming and shouting] - [rattling of gates] [Prof Fedyashin] It's very important to understand� how many deserters from the front lines have made their way back to the city.
It was a situation that was pregnant with disaster because never before had so many people been armed in the streets of the Russian capital.
- [gates rattle] - [crowd screams] [bang] [whistle blows] [wheels rattle on sleepers] We've had no news for six hours.
Will somebody please tell me what's going on with my family? [distant sounds of unrest] [man clears throat] How is he? The guards did their best.
[Mr.
Gilliard] He bled to death in the lobby.
[Alix] Er.
.
Er I, uh I need to telegram Nicky.
He needs to tell me what to do.
[quick footsteps] A revolutionary gang has captured the railway line ahead.
How far are we from Petrograd? We're 60 miles.
But it's no use.
They've commandeered machine guns.
Then find another route! [angry shouting] [Dr de Orellana] One of the soldiers of the Petrograd garrison assassinates an officer that had slapped him the day before during the protests, and the entire regiment joins the protest.
The next day, they tie red ribbons around their rifles.
Suddenly, the military has joined the revolution.
[angry shouting] Nicholas has long relied on military� force to keep his empire together.
He has just lost the military.
[angry shouting] [distant sounds of unrest continue] [door clicks] Mama, the taps aren't working.
There's no water.
The electricity is off too.
Well, then we will use candles.
There's no need to be afraid.
Everything is in the hands of God.
And tomorrow, your father will be back.
[child] Mama? [Mr.
Gilliard] Your Highness, the soldiers are leaving.
[Alix] My own Marine Guard.
I don't believe it.
[shouts] And where the hell is Nicky? Why hasn't he replied? [gasps] If the entire Marine Guard has deserted, then who is protecting my family? Telegram the President of the Duma.
Tell him he can have whatever he wants.
Sir.
[Montefiore] Nicholas offers concessions, he offers to make a representative government, give the Duma much more control, but it's way too late by this point.
[wind howling] [Dr de Orellana] None of the forces that were destroying� the monarchy were stoppable.
The war could not have been won overnight, major grievances like food shortages, employment could not be resolved.
There was nothing at this point that Nicholas could truly do to repair the political situation.
[angry shouting] [whistle blowing] [steam hissing] [general] Your Highness.
Petrograd is lost.
Any further troops we send will only mutiny.
So, what do you want me to do? [general] You must renounce the throne in favor of your son, Alexei.
With your brother Michael as regent.
This is the unanimous decision of all your generals, as well as the Admiral of the Baltic Fleet and Grand Duke Nicholas.
Nikolasha It is, sir, the only choice you have left.
Telegram the generals.
Tell them that as a duty of conscience for our people, I have decided to renounce the throne of the Russian Empire.
In favor of your son, sir? Sir? My son has a condition.
Hemophilia.
He may only have a few years left.
So, surely, we have a right to keep him for ourselves.
Yes, sir.
I will renounce the throne in both my name and his.
My son will live with his family.
All of us.
Together.
[general] Your Highness.
[catches breath] [sighs] No.
Nicky.
[catches breath] [sighs] [Dr Alexandrova] Nicholas' abdication is one of� the most important moments in the twentieth century.
With just one stroke of the pen, he eliminates 300 years of Romanovs' rule.
This event sends shockwaves throughout the world.
[Dr Antonova] He ends the last full autocracy in Europe.
He has a huge effect on the outcome of World War I, but he also brings about instability in Russia that ultimately leads to a revolution.
[Prof Fedyashin] One feels sympathy for Nicholas, but he brings everything upon himself, ultimately.
It's his cascade of catastrophic decisions that ends up culminating with the loss of� an empire.
[man shouts] He's abdicated! He's abdicated! It's true.
It's actually happened.
I'm going home, back to Ekaterinberg.
To a war we can win.
[hissing of steam] You didn't have to come all the way here.
I'll be fine.
Oh, this is so humiliating.
Kept here under armed guard, like a criminal.
They're taking me to the palace, Mother.
It's hardly Napoleon's exile to Saint Helena.
Will you go back to Kiev? Yes, but Russia is no longer safe for you.
Promise me, Nicholas.
You'll get the family out as soon� as you can.
I was thinking the retreat in Livadia.
I like the flowers there.
No! No! Another country! England, perhaps.
Speak to cousin George.
[Nicholas] I'm going home, Mama.
[Mother] Then God protect you.
Heaven knowswhen we shall meet again.
[gentle knocking] Where is Mama? She's talking to your sisters.
She asked me to speak toyou.
Your father doesn't want to be Czar anymore.
[Alexei] Why? It's complicated.
He's trying to do his best for everyone.
[Alexei] Am I going to be Czar then? No.
But if there isn't a Czar, who is going to rule Russia? [Dr de Orellana] Nicholas abdicates in favor� of his brother Michael, who is only Emperor for less than one day.
[Dr Hetherington] His brother realizes that this� is absolutely a poison chalice, he wants no part of this whatsoever.
So, he turns down the throne and once that happens it's clear that Russia no longer has a Czar.
Russia had gone from one-man rule to political chaos.
The Czar doesn't really understand what's happening around the country.
He doesn't understand the revolution.
And he seems to be in denial about the situation.
And that is why neither Nicholas nor his family leave the country.
[sniffs] [Nicholas] I'm sorry.
You are more precious to me as my husband than as Czar.
[laughs] [bump] [Nicholas] Oh, my boy.
[sobs] I'm so sorry.
[Nicholas sniffs, sighs] [Prof McMeekin] Russia's political condition in the weeks after the abdication of the Czar is sometimes referred to as dvoyevlastiye, which means 'dual power'.
[Dr de Orellana] Now, we have got two main bodies competing for legitimacy on power in Petrograd.
We have got the Duma.
On the other hand,� we have got the far more radical and deeply revolutionary� Petrograd Soviet.
[Dr Antonova] Neither of them is powerful enough to outmaneuver the other, so they join together and create the provisional government, a temporary government, that's meant to just hold things together, hold the war effort together until something� more permanent can be decided on.
[Montefiore] The real dynamo, the real energy in this new Provisional Government is Alexander Kerensky.
He's a member of the Soviet and the Duma.
[Dr Antonova] He's a socialist revolutionary, but he's also worked with the Duma, and so he's trusted to a degree by both sides.
[Prof Fedyashin] It is ironic that a man who had called for the overthrow of the Czar several weeks earlier is now� in charge of keeping the royal family safe.
Hello.
I'm the "medieval regime.
" Shall we take a walk? I assure you, you can have complete confidence in the Provisional Government to keep you and your family safe.
But there are rules.
The telephone line has been cut.
Any communication must be via my office.
Your belongings your belongings will be searched.
And like all public servants, you will survive on a ration for food.
So, my home is a prison.
Am I allowed outside to exercise? [Montefiore] At first, it looks like Alexander Kerensky� is the ultimate radical hostile to the family.
But gradually, as he begins to take charge of them, they realize that actually he's rather sympathetic to them.
He becomes almost fond of them.
And he begins to worry about how� to protect them from the more extreme elements, the Bolsheviks and others who might threaten their lives.
[thud] [Montefiore] The position of the Romanovs has changed� beyond imagination, one incident really sums this up, as they sit as prisoners in their old home, the Alexander Palace, soldiers actually dig up the remains of Rasputin, the Empress Alexandra's most beloved advisor, and mutilate the body in full view of the palace.
[stabbing sounds] The Romanov family rely on Kerensky for their protection.
But by the middle of the summer, Kerensky's own position becomes increasingly tenuous.
It does not look like Kerensky will actually be able to convince the Russian population to stay in the war and to sacrifice for it, and his political power is under serious threat.
So, we have to leave? It is no longer safe here.
And not just for you.
My officers will escort you.
I trust them.
If you say we must leave now, we will.
[Montefiore] Just in time, Kerensky moved them in great secrecy to Tobolsk, far away in Siberia where they'll be safe from the extremists, fanatics, and revolutionaries who threaten them in Petrograd.
[angry shouting] [Prof Fedyashin] Three months after the Romanov family� leaves Petrograd, Kerensky's government itself is overthrown in a coup d'�tat by Lenin and the Bolsheviks.
[hubbub] [Dr de Orellana] As the Bolsheviks are taking over, during� a period of only twenty hours,� Kerensky is forced to flee.
At one point, he's almost shot at a checkpoint as he tries to leave Petrograd.
[roar of fire] [Montefiore] Suddenly we're in a more merciless,� more flint-hearted, more ruthless era.
[Prof Fedyashin] Lenin had spent 20 years calling for� the violent overthrow of the monarchy, even for the execution of the Czar.
[Dr de Orellana] Now, the Bolsheviks are in charge� of the royal family.
The fate of the imperial family is in Bolshevik hands.
[Montefiore] And those hands happen to include former� army medic, Yakov Yurovsky.
I'm the Military Commissar from the Ural Soviet.
Honored to meet you, Comrade Goloschekin.
Your work for the secret police has been noticed.
But I need your diligence for a little more delicateoperation.
Top secret.
Straight from Moscow.
From Comrade Lenin.
A house is being prepared here in Ekaterinberg for some high-profile guests.
They will arrive in secrecy and need to be kept under maximum security.
How many? It's a family of seven and their servants.
[Dr de Orellana] By the Spring of 1919, the imperial family are in huge danger.
They are split into two groups, Nicholas, Alexandra and one of the girls are taken to their new safe-house deep in Bolshevik territory.
- [engine starts] - [door shuts] [sound of car engine] [Dr de Orellana] A few weeks later, the Romanov children are sent to join their parents� in� Ekaterinburg.
[sound of train] [man shouts] Let's move, the truck is waiting.
[whistle blows] Move! Move! [Mr.
Gilliard] Where are you taking us? [guard] Not you, just the children.
No, no, I am their teacher! Then you understand my words.
I promised their father I would stay with them.
You have no right to stop me from doing my duty.
We are no good to them dead.
[Mr.
Gilliard] Look after each other.
Stay safe.
Anastasia! [screams] No! Please! Anastasia! [bang] Let's go.
[engine starts] My poor niece.
Hoping desperately that someone would come and rescue her.
She's waited long enough.
Shall we? [nurse] I am so sorry.
She asked to come out to meet you.
[Olga] Please.
Just a moment.
I am so happy to meet you.
Is the hospital treating you well? If there's anything you need you must let us know.
Aren't you lovely, my dear.
[girl] Please, I'm your little Pixie.
What did you say? Say it again.
Pixie.
I am the only person in the world that called her that.
At last the mystery was beginning to unravel.
I've just got off the phone to the Von Kleist family, who looked after her.
They have some new information.
It should help us know once and for all, if she is who she says she is.
Of course.
Did Anastasia really escape one of� the most tragic events of recent times? We were about to find out.
In May 1918 a year after the revolution the Bolsheviks sent Anastasia, Alexei, Tatiana and Olga to join the rest of the family in Ekaterinburg.
The city was a communist stronghold in the Urals, surrounded by vast forests.
The kind of place political prisoners could easily disappear.
Come on.
Down.
In Ekaterinburg, they're put in the� Ipatiev mansion.
Move it! And it's chosen because it's separate, it's guardable, it's fortifiable.
Come on, faster! And It's given the name "The House of Special Purpose.
" Can you imagine a more� sinister name for a house than "The House of Special Purpose?" They should be here by now.
Where are they? They must be through here.
They're here, they're here.
Come here.
Alexei! Where is Mother? She's not well, but she is desperate� to see you.
- Now you must be tired after the journey.
- Why are the windows like that? This is a prison.
Not a hotel.
What does he mean? Let's go and see your mother.
Mm? Okay.
Come on, come on.
Come here and give me a proper hug.
Ah! Look at you.
Maria, could you close the door, please? You must be so tired.
Mm no, not at all.
Now.
Remember, we are being watched all the time, so be very careful what you say.
Don't provoke them, and they'll leave you alone if you stick to the rules.
What rules? Roll call every morning.
One hour's exercise in the yard a day.
What? No matter how hard things get, we must keep our dignity.
Don't forget you're Grand Duchesses.
And this is temporary.
We won't be here long.
Maria, why don't you show your sisters their room? Yes.
Up to this moment, they had kept their spirits relatively high, that they were either going to be secretly sent abroad, or rescued, essentially.
The room is along here.
Forget what Papa said.
The guards aren't that bad.
Actually, some are quite nice.
This is where we sleep.
Comrade Goloshchyokin, we can't� keep them here any longer.
The whole town seems to know who we have got locked up.
I can't do anything without the go-ahead from Moscow.
There are rumors they have allies planning to free them.
I'll make it very clear to Comrade Lenin.
The imperial family is in the power of the Ural Soviet Bolsheviks.
They're quite radical, even by Leninist standards and they want to execute the royal family.
Keep a close eye on them.
Check up all security.
We cannot afford any fuck-up.
But there are different views about what� to do with the Romanovs.
Lenin is concerned that executing� the imperial family would make him look bad, that it would be a very unpopular move.
It is not that easy to overcome imperial tradition overnight and just kill the Czar.
By the spring of 1918, the Bolshevik hold� on power in Russia is becoming very shaky.
There is a major famine, and the Bolshevik solution is to requisition food from farmers, which becomes very unpopular.
The Bolsheviks have signed the Brest-Litovsk treaty with Germany.
A lot of European Russia is lost and Lenin starts losing support for his betrayal of Russia.
Revolution changes into civil war.
White armies are formed by former� Czarist officers and generals, and challenge the Bolshevik hold on power.
And furthermore, foreign interventions start.
Britain and France send substantial armies to fight against the Bolsheviks, to try to restore the republican and/or Imperial regime, and bring Russia back into World War One.
It looks quite possible that the whole� Bolshevik regime won't even survive.
And the one thing they don't want� to happen is for the Romanovs to become� a banner of their enemies.
Oh Christ, God, bless the food and drink of thy servants.
For holy art thou, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.
Amen.
Amen.
Cutlets again? It's cutlets every night.
Can't we have something else? Elbows down.
Just be grateful for what we have Girls.
- Is he drunk? - Sh.
There you are.
Mother, I don't have a fork.
Use your fingers.
- How dare you talk to us like that? - Lexi! Look, please, there's no need Come on.
Let's go.
Let's go.
It's alright - it's alright.
- Don't look at him like that.
Let's just get back to dinner.
Here, take mine.
Who'd like a game� of Bezique tonight? - I'll play.
- Me too.
- Whose turn is it to win? - Not yours! "The friends of the Romanovs are no longer sleeping.
The hour so long awaited has come.
The Czechs are approaching Ekaterinburg and will force the Red Army to capitulate.
Be ready at all times for liberation.
" Signed, "Someone who's� ready to die for you.
Officer of the Russian army.
" In the summer of 1918, the family begins to receive mysterious communications.
These are letters that assure them that they still have friends on the outside, so to speak, and that they need to wait for a signal and then attempt an escape.
They do not suspect that these letters� are actually written by the Urals Bolsheviks in an attempt� to lure the family out of the house.
They are trying to trick them into an� escape in which they could be killed.
When the Romanovs left the Alexander Palace they managed to take their hidden cache of jewelry with them, as an insurance policy to live off if they went into exile and to pay for any escape that needed paying for.
So they need to hide the jewels.
From now on, you'll wear these under your clothes at all times.
Why? We need to be ready to leave at any� moment.
- To go where? - Quick! Happy birthday! Thank you.
Within the house, things are getting lax.
Imagine, you've got these very pretty teenage girls and they've never really had contact with young men before.
What did you wish for? I'm not telling, or it might not come true.
Suddenly� there are all these young Bolshevik guards flirting with them.
Maria.
Yes.
Particularly Maria.
Her eyes� always known as "Maria's saucers".
Comrade Goloshchyokin.
Speaking.
Security at the house is compromised.
Some of the guards are getting� too close to the girls.
How bad is it? If we don't do something soon, they will� be the ones helping them escape.
Really? You need to come and see for yourself.
Stay where you are.
Turn everything upside down! - You can't do - You stay here! Nicky! When the Bolshevik leaders arrive to inspect, they are absolutely ruthless.
When I say everywhere, I mean everywhere! They are fanatical Marxists.
They hate Nicholas, they hate the Romanov family.
They regard them� as criminals, bloodsuckers.
Give it back! Sh, don't.
Or what? What is this? An inspection.
Cooperate, and no one gets hurt.
Where is the fourth girl? Right, search the rooms! They believe in terror as a revolutionary weapon.
Check that room, down there.
Lord have mercy on our souls.
Lord have mercy on our souls.
Protect and guard us.
Protect and guard us.
Left, check all the rooms.
Protect and guard our souls from the hands of evil, oh Lord.
Lord have mercy on our souls.
Get out! I said get out! No.
Please, please, no, stop! Stop! No! No, no! By July 1918, the Ural Bolsheviks are getting more and more concerned about the imperial family, and how secure they are.
On the one hand,� there's been a kind of� breakdown of order within the house itself.
On the other hand,� the war isn't� going that well for the Reds.
In fact, the White Army is getting closer and closer to� Ekaterinburg.
And so the very real threat that the� imperial family might be rescued is ever more apparent.
Lenin agrees that if the Whites get close then he gives the permission for the Ural Bolsheviks to kill them all.
The action agreed upon� cannot be put off.
Stop.
We cannot wait.
Stop.
Ifyour opinion differs then immediately notify.
Stop.
Yurovsky takes personal control.
He sacks all the lax guards, he tightens the schedule, and he brings in new, tougher, more hostile guards.
This does not bode well for the family.
Your new commander, Yakov Yurovsky.
From now on the rules will be strictly enforced.
No fraternizing with guards.
Comply and you will be safe.
Any attempt at escape will be severely punished.
What's going to happen to us? We'll get out of here.
And go where? I don't know.
We might have to leave Russia.
You told me, God chose me to be Czar.
He did.
So why has he let this happen? Maybe he's testing us.
Maybe it's all part of his plan.
One has to try to imagine the psychological pressure� on a man who was� convinced that he was anointed by God.
He knows he's failed� in his role as God's representative on Earth, that he has brought about this crisis.
And now he has to worry about Alexei,� his handicapped son, what will become of him.
This is the ultimate nightmare.
How does he protect him from the Bolsheviks? You wanted to see me.
Yes, I need to know what you're planning to do with us.
I'm waiting for instructions from the� general committee.
I see.
How long is that going to take? My son is unwell.
We need to get him proper medical attention.
And my wife has asked to see a priest.
That is not up to me.
But you could report to the They are fully aware of the situation.
I have never met people like you.
I hope I never will again.
But, you and I have met.
In a manner of speaking.
1891 I was ten.
You were completing your Far East tour.
You stopped in Tomsk.
Beautiful day, perfect weather.
I was happy.
We all got the day off from school.
Please.
Thank you.
I remember I was with all my friends.
My family.
I had a little flag.
I was waving it.
Just one of the little ants you were nodding and waving at.
Of course.
You don't remember.
There were millions of us.
And one of you.
I know what you think of me.
I tried to be a good Czar.
Everything I did, I did for my country.
What did you do for the people? Russia is the people.
Did you ever realize that? Was there anything else? By this point, the Bolshevik government is in serious danger.
It has lost a great deal of Russia and an� uprising has just occurred in Moscow.
Different armies are converging� from every side on a shrinking Bolshevik heartland.
The White Forces are just 20 miles� from Ekaterinburg.
It is a very serious possibility that they will take the city and liberate the Romanovs.
The Romanovs can actually hear guns at the front, booming away.
That's how close the war is getting.
And, of course, they don't realize that the closer the war gets, the more danger they're in.
Thank you.
This is a great comfort to us.
Of course.
I spoke to Comrade Lenin.
We have the go-ahead for our operations.
Good.
Here is good.
The trucks will come to the house.
Be ready to leave, 01:30 hours.
It's getting nearer.
What's going to happen to us, Nicky? Do you remember Livadia in the spring? And the cherry blossom? I'm going to take you back there.
When this madness is over.
Just you and I.
I would love that.
I love you.
I love you too.
- What's happening? - It's alright.
There's a fight for the city.
We need to move you all, for your own safety.
Let the children know.
We need them� dressed and ready as soon as possible.
On the night that they're woken up, the first thing they do is to pull on their diamond-encrusted underwear.
Quickly, girls.
Where are they taking us? Crimea? Who knows? The important thing is, we're finally moving on.
Hurry, girls.
The fact that they're wearing their bejeweled vests shows that for the children at least, they had a great hope that somehow they would survive this.
It was unthinkable that anything would happen to the children.
Ready? Okay, please.
My men will take these.
Okay.
Okay, let's go.
Do everything they tell you to.
We don't want to be split up again.
- I thought we were heading - Wait here until your transport is ready.
They're brought into the cellar.
They're confused.
It's the middle of the night.
Could I have some chairs for my son and wife, please? Of course.
You have been drinking.
Start the lorries.
That's our transport.
For a second, it looks a bit like a family� photograph's about to be taken.
They're gathered around the two seated at the front.
But in fact, things are getting darker and darker in the "House of Special Purpose".
Nikolai Alexandrovich, Alexandra Feodorovna, Alexei Nikolayevich, Olga Nikolaevna, Maria Nikolaevna, Tatiana Nikolaevna, Anastasia Nikolaevna.
The Ural Regional Soviet Committee has sentenced you to death.
But I don't understand.
You have been sentenced to death.
Finish it! Shoot! Fucking shoot! One of the most tragic aspects of the murder of the Russian imperial family is that because they were wearing so many jewels sewn into their clothes it was harder to kill them.
They were essentially wearing the world's most expensive bulletproof vests.
Stop firing.
In all of history, it's hard to imagine� an act that was so utterly barbarous than the messy slaughter of the imperial family.
I don't know how to break this to them.
The Von Kleists told me, a few months ago, they and Anna had dinner with a Russian army officer who was based at the Alexander Palace.
He told her about the nickname "Pixie.
" Then there is this.
She's been practicing for months.
She's an imposter.
She's still my patient.
And she's in a very fragile condition.
I think it's best you don't tell her about your discovery.
Wait here.
Excuse me.
I think it's best� for you to come outside.
I have inside here, page upon page upon page of her attempting to practice the signature of Anastasia.
The resemblance is not there.
Our instincts were right.
There is irrefutable evidence� inside here that she is not the Are you leaving me? We'll write to you, I promise.
I'm so glad we met.
No, don't go.
Please.
Please.
Please.
We're not leaving you.
We will see each other again.
Goodbye Anastasia.
It had been too much to ask for.
Nobody could have escaped that massacre.
The real Anastasia was almost certainly resting somewhere with her family.
That was my only consolation.
At the same time as the imperial family is killed in "The House of Special Purpose," The Bolsheviks try to eliminate all of the Romanovs under their control.
They execute a total of 18 members� of the� imperial family.
They throw Alex's sister,� Ella, down a mine shaft, and then they throw� grenades on top of her.
She was heard singing hymns from down� the mine before everything went quiet.
But many of the Romanovs did get out.
Minny, the last Czar's mother Nikolasha, his supreme commander And "The Black Crows.
" Their last great act is their escape, from the Crimea, aboard a British battleship, HMS Marlborough, as the Bolsheviks are pouring into the Crimea.
Also on board is Prince Felix Yusupov, the man that masterminded the assassination of Rasputin.
About a week after the imperial family is killed the anti-Bolshevik powers take Ekaterinburg.
They try to figure out what happened to the royal family.
Pierre Gilliard travels to Ekaterinburg.
He sees "The House of Special Purpose" for himself.
He sees the cellar riddled with bullets.
Shoot! And tries to help� find� the bodies of the slaughtered royal family.
In the Koptyaki woods near Ekaterinburg the investigation finds remnants of bones, but only fragments.
They do not find bodies that would prove the deaths of all of the members of the imperial family.
As the Red Army nears victory� in the civil war the anti-Bolshevik forces have to flee Ekaterinburg and they cannot finish the investigation.
The Bolsheviks announce the execution� of Nicholas II, but they do not say anything about the fate of the family.
They understood it would be� a public relations disaster to admit the innocent children had all been massacred.
And so they deliberately� spread mystery over the story.
About the same time as the Soviet Unionis formed, rumors that one of the Grand Duchesses has escaped start circulating.
One of the claimants is a young woman, later to be known as Anna Anderson, and she appears in Berlin.
Anastasia's Auntie Olga and Pierre Gilliard conclude that Anna Anderson is a fraud.
Goodbye.
And yet the young woman continues to claim that she is the Grand Duchess Anastasia for several decades afterwards.
You can believe it, or you don't believe it.
It doesn't matter.
DNA testing does not exist at this time, and so it is very, very difficult to conclusively prove that she is or isn't Princess Anastasia.
In 1979, two amateur historians find a number of bodies in the woods outside of Ekaterinburg that might be� the bodies of the slaughtered� imperial family.
But 1979 is much too early in terms of Soviet history for anyone to accept finding the bodies.
They were reburied.
And it was only with the fall of the� Soviet Union, in� 1991, that the bodies were re-exhumed.
DNA testing was possible on them with modern science, and members of the wider royal family of Europe, including Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, gave blood to enable the tests to be made.
The bones found in Ekaterinburg three years ago beyond any reasonable doubt are the remains of Czar Nicholas II and members of his family.
They test the remains of the imperial family against the remains of Anna Anderson and they find that conclusively she was not a member of the Romanov family.
In fact, not even vaguely related.
Franziska Schanzkowska was the real name� of Anna Anderson.
She was a Polish factory worker who was declared insane and went missing in 1920.
In 1998, President Yeltsin presided� over the reburial of Nicholas and the imperial family in the Peter and Paul Cathedral, the ancestral tomb of the Romanov dynasty.
But two bodies were missing.
In 2007, the last two bodies of the imperial family are found in the woods outside Ekaterinburg.
Scientists, archaeologists, historians believe that these are the remains of Alexei and his sister Maria.
These remains still await burial today.
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