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1 – A Skinny Guy with a Funny Name


 


On January
20, 2009, millions of people around the world were glued to their television
sets and more than one million witnessed the ceremony in Washington, DC. It was
a glorious day, and everyone was excited to witness the inauguration of the 44th
President of the United States.


            It
was a momentous victory for Barack Obama who had just won the 2008 Presidential
Campaign against Republican John McCain, making him the first African American
President in the history of presidency. His victory speech was heard by
millions, but his inauguration was attended by more. It was an emotional moment
for many Americans who have been searching for hope and change in a country ravaged
by global recession.


 





 


            Obama
represented that hope and change. Being an African-American, his win was
perceived as unprecedented because his rising to the rank of President, the
most powerful man in the United States, shattered racial barriers that have
long afflicted the country. Of course, there is still discrimination in some
places in the country, but Obama’s win was a statement in itself that one
cannot be judged by his skin color.


             The
swearing-in ceremony was conducted in front of almost two million people. The
number of attendees during the inauguration was a testimony to how Americans expect
the new President to bring changes and make the country better. And with such
great responsibility awaiting the new President, Barack Obama took the oath of
office.


            The
crowd cheered while the new President was accorded the 21-gun salute. And as he
delivered his inauguration speech, he succeeded in moving and motivating the
American people. 


Obama
has since established himself as a great orator, and a speech like the one he
delivered at his inauguration day was what propelled him to popularity from
that day in 2004 when he delivered his keynote address during the Democratic
Party national convention. But prior to that, Obama was an obscure personality.



A
lot of people from the crowd may have been asking, “Who is this skinny man with
a funny name?” Without a doubt, they were interested to know Obama’s past, his
roots, and how he made it to the top. It seemed that in just a few years, he
rose from being a lawyer to the President of the United States. But his journey
was never smooth sailing. 
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Barack
Hussein Obama Jr. was born on August 4, 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii. His name
means “blessed” or “blessing from God” in Swahili and Arabic. He was born to a
black father and a white mother. 


Obama’s
parents were an unlikely couple. Barack Sr., of Luo ethnicity, came from a
small village in Kenya. The Luo tribe was known for its intelligence who
sometimes entered politics. His father, Hussein Onyango Obama, was a tribal
elder and medicine man. At the time, Kenya was a British colony. Hussein worked
as cook for British officers throughout his sons’ childhood.


During
his younger days, Barack Sr. lived in a poor village and herded his father’s
goats. When he was a little older, he attended an English-speaking school housed
in a tin-roof shack, one among many schools that the British government set up
around the country. Barack Sr. stood out in class, mainly because of his sharp
mind. He was able to earn a scholarship to a better school in Nairobi.


While
he was in Nairobi, Kenya became an independent nation. Its leaders set about
establishing a joint education program with America. The government then sent
its most promising students to U.S. universities. The students would then
return to Africa with the latest information as recompense to the country that had
sent them overseas. 


Barack
Sr. was 23 when he was chosen to attend the University of Hawaii to study
economics. He became the first African student at the university, and always
earned top grades.


 





Obama Sr. at a party with students from
University of Hawaii


 


At
the university, Barack Sr. became known for speaking out on behalf of other
foreign students. He was elected the first president of the International
Students Association.


Ann
Dunham, meanwhile, came from a different background. She was a white woman who came
from Kansas. Her father, Stanley Dunham, sold furniture, and the family would
often move from one place to another. Ann graduated from high school in Washington
State before the family moved to Hawaii. There, Stanley and Madelyn Dunham
opened a furniture store. 


Ann Dunham’s full name is actually Stanley Ann Dunham because her
parents had expected a boy. Always a stubborn man, her father didn’t change the
name that they picked out when Ann was born. At school, Ann was constantly
teased for having a manly name. She would be called Stanley Steamer and Stan
the Man. But soon, she dropped her first name and was thereafter known as Ann.


Life
in Hawaii suited the Dunhams. Honolulu, the capital, was populated by people
from different nations throughout the Pacific Ocean. The Dunhams met Hawaiians
as well as Japanese, Filipinos, Chinese and Americans. Honolulu means “a
joining together,” and government leaders called their hometown the Gathering
Place.


 





The Dunhams: Ann and her parents Stanley and
Madelyn


 


Ann
enrolled in the University of Hawaii and studied anthropology. In her first
year, she took a class in Russian language. She was 18 by this time, and met a
tall, dark foreign student named Barack Obama. Ann was an easy-going and
intelligent person, and soon Barack Sr. was drawn to her. They would usually
debate politics and the economy. They would discuss terrible clashes over race
in the United States. 


They
lived at a time when blacks were expected to sit in the back of buses and use
separate facilities such as bathrooms. Many regions prohibited blacks from
voting and blacks and whites from dating each other. Subsequently, protests
erupted across the South. 


Obama
and Ann, meanwhile, became closer. Ann invited him home to meet Stanley and
Madelyn. The Dunhams welcomed him. They easily took to Obama’s sense of humor.
When Ann and Obama announced their engagement, the Dunhams were a bit unsure
about the relationship. It was not common during the 1960s for mixed-race
couples. But Ann’s parents respected her choice anyway.


Obama’s
father was even less sure about the relationship. Hussein told his son that he
thought Ann was not willing to follow the Luo’s customs because of her
different culture. But the couple still pushed through with their marriage in
1960. It was a bold move, considering that mixed marriages were banned in half
the states in the United States. If Obama and Ann traveled as man and wife in
the South, he could be hung.[bookmark: _Toc322605398][bookmark: _Toc322602121]


Barack
Obama Jr. was born in 1961, a time when mixed marriages were still illegal in
19 states. Many people believed that it was wrong for whites to marry blacks.
It even got to the point that some states enacted Jim Crow laws, laws that
discriminated against African Americans and required blacks and whites to use
separate facilities.


Although
blacks could have access to these facilities, their circumstances did not
enable them to enjoy such use. For instance, although they could ride the same
bus as whites, they were supposed to sit in the back. Black children could have
access to education, but they were to attend separate public schools. 


Blacks
could also serve in the military, but were to stay in separate units and
barracks. They were also supposed to go to separate restaurants and restrooms.


During
the early part of the 1960s, there were still southern states that enforced the
Jim Crow laws. But Hawaii, a relatively new state, did not enforce such laws.
But in the mainland US, people protested against discrimination toward African
Americans and other minorities.


This
prompted people in the United States to question their beliefs about skin
color, gender and equal rights. Change has begun to take place. 


 


[bookmark: _Toc325462234]Divorce


 


Obama and
Ann lived with Stanley and Madelyn while they finished school. Barack Obama Jr.
was born on August 4, 1961. The Dunhams, preferring to be called Gramps and
Toot, the Hawaiian word for “grandmother”, doted on little Barack, whom they
called Barry. But having a baby strained finances. Madelyn found a job and
worked as a secretary for a bank to help pay the bills.


 





Obama’s father


 


            Two
years after Barry was born, his father graduated. He was able to finish his
studies in just three years and was at the top of his class. He was given a
chance to continue his education by the Harvard University. But the money the school
offered was enough for just one person. Ann and little Barry had to stay behind
in Hawaii.


            In
1963, the elder Obama left to take his doctorate degree at Harvard University
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He and Ann planned to live in Kenya after Obama
finished school. But while separated, the couple had time to think about their
relationship. The Kenyan government was unstable as the country had just gained
independence from Great Britain. Toot was afraid for Ann’s and Barry’s safety. 


            Barack
Sr., on the other hand, had to consider his loyalty to his father and to his
people. He was expected to return to Kenya after school, find a high-paying job
and help his country. He was also expected to take a Kenyan wife and have children.
In 1964, Obama and Ann divorced.


            Ann
continued her studies at the University of Hawaii and she and Barry moved in
with her parents. In 1965, Obama, after obtaining a master’s degree in
economics from Harvard, returned to Kenya where he became an economist for the
Kenyan government.
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Even
without a father around, young Barry was a happy child. Ann and the Dunhams
were devoted to him. And despite the hardships – at one point, Ann used food
stamps to feed her son – they provided him with everything he needed.


 





(Left to right) Obama’s stepfather, Lolo
Soetoro, his mother Ann, his half-sister, Maya, and himself


 


            Ann
completed her degree at the University of Hawaii. While there she met Lolo
Soetoro, a student from Indonesia. They married in 1967 and decided to live in
Indonesia. Soetoro went to his home country ahead of his new wife and his
stepson, who was already 6 by this time.


            Mother
and son arrived in Jakarta on a very hot day in 1967. Soetoro picked them up
from the airport and brought them right outside a modest house made of stucco
and with a red tile roof. Soon Barry had pets, including an ape named Tata,
ducks, chickens, exotic birds, a dog, and two baby crocodiles. 


            Soon
after settling in his new home, Barry became involved in a fight with a kid
over a stolen soccer ball. But in general he was able to fit into his new
surroundings well. In just 6 months, he could speak Bahasa Indonesia, the
official language of Indonesia. He also attended schools in Jakarta, the first
one being a Catholic elementary school located in a region that was
traditionally controlled by Muslims.


 





Obama in a class photo from SDN Menteng 01
school


 


            Barry
fit right in with Indonesia’s language and traditions. He recounted his
experiences in his book Dreams from My Father,


 


“The children of
farmers, servants, and low-level bureaucrats had become my best friends, and
together we ran the streets morning and night, hustling odd jobs, catching
crickets.”


 


He
also learned to eat raw peppers, snake meat and roasted grasshoppers. He was
always looking forward to packages of chocolates and peanut butter from Stanley
and Madelyn in Hawaii. His stepfather taught him boxing just in case he needed
to defend himself.


            Barack
Obama Jr. was using his stepfather’s last name and was known as ‘Barry
Soetoro.’ They moved to a nicer section of Jakarta after Soetoro found a better
job with a US oil company. Before he left the country for Hawaii, he attended
fourth grade in a public elementary school. His half-sister, Maya Soetoro-Ng,
was born in 1970.


            Although
Barry had such fun in Indonesia, he also witnessed the harsher side of life in
Jakarta. He saw thousands of beggars and people afflicted with illnesses as
they roamed the streets every day. They could not find decent jobs due to their
circumstances and had no money for medical care. Soetoro explained to young
Barack that it was not about good or about bad, but about accepting what life
brings.


            Ann
could see how good Soetoro was as a father to Barack and she appreciated the
time and attention he gave to her son. She was thankful that Barack was able to
experience how people live in a country that was very different from life in the
United States.


But
at the same time, she was worried about his education, his safety and the
values he was learning. Ann wanted her son to learn that it was not okay for
parents to bribe teachers so that their children got good grades. And it was
not okay as well to hide possessions to avoid being taxed.


Ann
taught her son the importance of honesty, fairness and independent thinking,
which she herself learned while growing up in Kansas. She had him enrolled in a
US correspondence course, where students receive their lessons by mail. Ann
thought that the local schools were not academically challenging enough and so
she would give her son extra lessons at 4:00 in the morning every day before he
went to school and she went to work.
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Ann was
worried about the quality of education that he was getting in Indonesia. In
1971, when Barry was 10 years old and had finished the correspondence course,
Ann sent him back to Hawaii to live with his grandparents. Stanley Dunham was
able to enroll Barry in a prestigious school in Honolulu, the Punahou Academy.


            As
he hadn’t seen them in four years, Barry at first felt ill at ease with his
grandparents, but soon he was right at home. By this time, Stanley’s job was
selling insurance and Madelyn was now vice president of a local bank, becoming
the first woman in that particular branch to hold that position. 


 





The future President in his class picture from
Punahou


 


            Obama
was excited to be going to Punahou, until the first day of school. He found out
that he was different from others, mainly because of his having an African
father and having spent some of his childhood years in Indonesia. He
experienced being teased by other children and he had difficulty making
friends.


            Being
one of only three black students at the school, Obama became aware of racism
and what it meant to be black. Later on, he would describe how he struggled to
reconcile perceptions of his multiracial heritage with his sense of self:


 


“I began to notice there
was nobody like me in the Sears, Roebuck Christmas catalog…and that Santa was a
white man. I went to the bathroom and stood in front of the mirror with all my
senses and limbs seemingly intact, looking the way I had always looked, and
wondered if something was wrong with me.”


 


            To
make it easier for him fit in, he told others that his father was a prince and
that his name Obama meant “burning spear.” Though this worked to his advantage
for a while, he still experienced teasing and endured rude behavior from
classmates. He was able to accept it when he realized that there were other
kids who also had a hard time fitting in.
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While he
struggled to make friends at school, he also struggled with the absence of his
father, whom he saw only once when the elder Obama paid him a brief visit in
1971. His grandmother had received a telegram saying that Barack Sr. would plan
to stay with the family for a month while he recovered from an accident. Ann
and Maya would also come home from Indonesia for an extended stay.


Barry
never had a recollection of his own father, only stories and pictures provided
an image of him. Ann told him that his father had a new wife with five sons and
one daughter in Kenya. The information wasn’t much to go on, so he didn’t know
what to expect.


 





Father and son


 


            His
father turned out to be a friendly man. Every night, the family would gather
for jokes, laughs and stories. But Barry would soon discover that his father
was a strict man. One night, he was waiting for the once-a-year Christmas
special on television. His father told him to study in his room instead, saying
he watched too much TV. Stanley and Madelyn didn’t like the way the elder Obama
interfered, particularly because he didn’t have much contribution in the
upbringing of the young boy.


            To
make matters worse, Ann criticized her parents for getting involved. The family
argument left Barry feeling guilty. At that point he wanted nothing else but
for his father to leave so everything could be back to normal. 


            And
then his mother announced that his teacher wanted his father to visit the
fifth-grade class and talk about Kenya. Barack was understandably nervous,
knowing how much his classmates teased him about his African father. 


            Surprisingly,
Barack Sr.’s visit to his son’s fifth-grade class ended successfully. Barry’s
classmates were captivated as they listened to stories of Kenya’s land and
wildlife. They were impressed, and Barack’s admiration for his father grew. But
two weeks later, his father returned to Kenya, and his mother and sister
returned to Indonesia.


 





Obama and his sister, Maya, with their mother
Ann and grandfather, Stanley Dunham
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In 1973,
Ann and Maya came back to Hawaii. They, along with Barry, moved into an
apartment near Punahou Academy. Ann spent the next three years for her master’s
degree in anthropology at the University of Hawaii. After her studies, she
planned to return to Indonesia to do fieldwork. She wanted Maya and Barry to go
with her, but he refused. He was about to begin high school, and he didn’t want
to transfer to another school and go through the process of making friends and
adjusting all over again. And so Ann and Maya returned to Indonesia while Barry
stayed behind with his grandparents.
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Barack Obama
spent most of his high school years discovering what and who he was. He had to
decide what kind of a person he wanted to be and he also needed to figure out
how race fit into his life. He was black and white biologically, but his skin
was dark, making him a victim of discrimination from white people.


            His
mother and grandfathers treated all people with respect and fairness, and knew
that discrimination was hurtful. But they were whites, and Obama knew that they
could never truly understand how it felt to be black.


            While
in high school, Obama sought to belong to a black community. And though his
grandparents provided him a loving home, he was not always happy and struggled
to find his identity. He would read books of black authors and attend parties
given by local African Americans. He even began to distrust whites who seemed
to get along with blacks too eagerly.


 





Obama’s high school picture


 


            Obama
found a community of black people, most of whom welcomed him on the basketball
court. He saw the sports as something worthwhile to do and joined the
basketball team. He focused more on basketball and less on books. But still, as
he recounted later, he had gone through a “fitful interior struggle. I was
trying to raise myself to be a black man in America, and beyond the given of my
appearance, no one around me seemed to know exactly what that meant.”


            Obama
graduated with honors from Punahou School in 1979. He was ready for college. He
didn’t have a major in mind yet but he chose Occidental College, a liberal arts
school in Los Angeles, California. He wanted to get away from Hawaii the
soonest possible time.


            His
first year at the Occidental College was typical. He enrolled in courses that
were required for a college degree. He went through the motions of studying a
bit and going to classes. He found new friends, and became interested and
involved in politics. At about this time, Ann and Lolo divorced. 
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Obama had
spent two years at Occidental before he headed to New York City to attend
Columbia University. While in New York, he took better care of himself, running
for 3 miles a day. He also spent more time studying, something he did not do
since he was at Punahou.


            He
was 22 and on his last year at Columbia when he received a long-distance phone
call from someone claiming to be Aunt Jane. She was calling from Nairobi, Kenya,
and told Obama that his father died in an automobile accident.
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Obama
graduated from Columbia University in 1983 with a degree in political science.
He worked for two years in the business sector, after which he moved to Chicago
in 1985.


            Obama’s
classmates at Punahou recounted that he would struggle to fit in with other
African Americans while in Hawaii. But it was as a community organizer that he found
fulfilling in that it provided him a chance to reshape himself and improve his
self-image. This job enabled him to establish roots in a black community. This
was a time in Obama’s life when he and his friends decided to make positive
changes in their communities. 


Before
Obama’s graduation from Columbia University, he had written to black elected
officials and organizations looking for work. But no one responded. He had two
different jobs, but found himself unemployed two years later. Then he found an
advertisement for a Chicago grass-roots organizer. Obama grabbed the
opportunity, though he had no idea what he was supposed to do as grass-roots
organizer.


Mr.
Gerald Kellman, the employer, was looking for a black organizer to assist him.
He recounted that when he first read Obama’s resume, he had not been convinced
that Obama was black. It said in the resume that Obama grew up in Hawaii. That
and the name Obama made Mr. Kellman assume that the applicant was Japanese.


 





Mr. Kellman


 


Obama
was hired on the spot with a starting salary of $10,000 a year and a $2,000
stipend for a car. He began working in “mobilized grass roots” to “organize
black folks” in Chicago in 1985. Chicago had one of the largest
African-American populations in the country in the mid-80s. Harold Washington
was elected as the city’s first black mayor. 


As
a community organizer for the Developing Communities Project (DCP), Obama
learned that the strategies of Saul Alinsky, regarded as the father of
community organizing, were not effective. Alinsky believed in the use of
confrontation tactics such as pressuring public officials by picketing their
homes. Obama, on the other hand, decided that a more diplomatic approach was
needed. He didn’t want to have fallouts with people he disagreed with, knowing
that he has to work with them on many issues.


            In
1985, Obama had the “best education I ever had” when he became director of the
DCP. The organization consisted of Catholic Church parishes on Chicago’s South
Side. This was the destination of blacks during the “Great Migration” of blacks
to the city during the early 20th century.


            In
the 3 years that Obama worked as director, DCP prospered and helped black
neighborhoods set up various programs, such as employment programs, to aid
citizens. Obama had undergone personal growth while helping others and learned
the ins and outs of the city’s politics.


            His
peers would recall later how poised and comfortable Obama was with himself as
he helped others to face and resolve issues in their communities. He helped
them build job-training offices, pushed for asbestos removal and got the city
to fill portholes.


            Aside
from helping others, Obama’s stint as a director helped him get connected to
the black community. Three years was enough for him to meet and keep
acquaintances. And it was enough for him to know the importance of working with
political or ideological opponents. He recalled later that his job as a
community organizer “taught me a lot about listening to people as opposed to
coming in with a predetermined agenda.” This was also the time when he joined
the Trinity United Church of Christ.


 





Obama when he was a community organizer


 


            But
while Obama proved he was an excellent community organizer, he was frustrated at
not being able to accomplish everything at the grass roots level. He was
especially frustrated by the inaction and inattentiveness by Harold
Washington’s administration. He noticed that,


 


“People were still poor,
kids were out on the corner selling drugs, schools weren’t working.”


 


            Obama
also worked as a consultant and instructor for the Gamaliel Foundation.  He
traveled for three weeks in Europe and then carried out the long overdue visit
to Kenya, which included an emotional visit to the graves of his father and
grandfather. He recounted later on that “For a long time I sat between the two
graves and wept.” He returned to Kenya with a renewed sense of purpose, and the
following year he would enter Harvard.
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Obama’s
years as a community organizer ended when he entered Harvard in 1988. He had
already been there a year earlier when he attended a conference. In 1989, he
met Michelle Robinson, an associate at Sidley & Austin law firm in Chicago
who was assigned to be his adviser during an internship at the firm. Soon, they
began dating.


            Before
his first year ended, he became the first African-American editor of the
Harvard Law Review. The following year, Barack became president of the
journal.  In 1991, he graduated magna cum laude. 


 





Obama at Harvard Law School


 


            His
being the first black president of the Harvard Law Review gained national media
attention. It also led to a publishing contract for a book about race
relations. The book evolved into a personal memoir and was published in 1995 as
Dreams From My Father.


            Right
after graduating from Harvard, Obama returned to Chicago and began working on
civil rights initiatives in the South Side, joining the Miner, Barnhill &
Galland firm. He was also granted a two-year position as Visiting Law and
Government Fellow at the University of Chicago Law School to work on his book. 


            In
1992, he and Michelle were married and they moved to Kenwood. They have two
daughters, Malia and Sasha.


            He
taught constitutional law at the University of Chicago Law School for 12 years from
1992 to 2004. He also helped organize Illinois’ Project Vote, a voter
registration campaign consisting of 10 staffers and 700 volunteer registrars.
The project registered 150,000 of 400,000 unregistered African Americans in
Illinois. Obama was subsequently included in the Crain’s Chicago Business
list of “40 under Forty” powers to be.


 





Obama and Michelle on their wedding day


 


            While
a visiting professor at the University of Chicago Law School, Obama had made
important connections with influential people in the area. One of them was
State Senator Alice Palmer. She represented the state’s 13th
district. In the mid 90s, Obama was elected chairman of the Board of Directors
for the Chicago Annenberg Challenge, a school reform project that was granted
about $50 million from the Annenberg Foundation.
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In 1995,
Alice Palmer ran for a Congressional seat and decided to relinquish her seat in
the State Senate in the elections next fall. Obama announced his candidacy for
Palmer’s seat. Unfortunately for Palmer, she didn’t win a Congressional seat
and failed to obtain the number of signatures to relinquish her old seat.
Fortunately for Obama, he ran unopposed in the Democrat’s primary. Eventually,
Palmer endorsed Obama and helped him win her old seat.
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In 1996,
Obama was elected to the Illinois Senate and won. The 13th district
that time spanned from Hyde Park – Kenwood to South Shore and Chicago Lawn. As
a state senator, he worked with Democrats and Republicans in drafting
legislation on ethics. He worked toward expanding health care services and
early childhood education program for the poor.


 





Obama during his campaign for the State Senate


 


            Obama
also sponsored a law increasing tax credits for low-income workers. He became
chairman of the Illinois Senate’s Health and Human Services Committee. After
several inmates on death row were found innocent, Obama began working with law
enforcement officials to require videotaping of interrogations and confessions
in all capital cases.


            In
1998, Obama was reelected to the Illinois Senate and defeated Republican Yesse
Yehudah in the election. In 2002, he was again reelected. He was a State
Senator for 7 years only because he lost a Democratic primary run for the US
House of Representatives to candidate Bobby Rush in 2000.


            Showing
he was undeterred by the loss, Obama created a campaign committee in 2002. He
began to raise funds to run in the 2004 US Senate Race. 
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Obama had
his break in 2003 when US Senator Peter Fitzgerald decided not to run for the
seat in 2004. Encouraged by poll numbers, Obama ran for the US Senate open seat
and in 2004, he won 52 percent of the vote. He defeated multimillionaire
businessman Blair Hull and Illinois Comptroller Daniel Hynes. Obama became the
US Senate’s only black senator. 


            In
the summer of 2004, Obama was invited to deliver a keynote speech in support of
John Kerry during the 2004 Democratic Party National Convention. Standing
before thirty-five thousand cheering fans, Obama began his speech. His keynote
address was watched by 9.1 million viewers. His speech was instrumental in
making him a popular figure. When he finished, the crowd roared and cameras
flashed. The future senator moved the nation with his message of hope. 


 





Obama delivers his 2004 keynote speech


 


Surprisingly,
Obama wasn’t the Democratic Party’s squeeze in the Democratic primary. This
honor went to Blair Hull, but his campaign imploded when he was accused of
abusing his ex-wife. Similarly, the Republicans initially set their eyes on
Jack Ryan, known to be wedded to actress Jeri Ryan. His campaign got derailed when
bizarre details of his divorce from his actress ex-wife were released. The
Republicans hastily threw Alan Keyes into the race, but Obama had won 70
percent of the vote. It was the largest electoral victory in Illinois history.


Obama
was sworn into office on January 4, 2005, making him the only Senate member of
the Congressional Black Caucus. He partnered with Republican Senator Richard
Lugar of Indiana and formed Lugar-Obama, which expanded the Nunn-Lugar
cooperative threat reduction concept to conventional weapons. 


Obama
also introduced the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of
2006, authorizing the establishment of USAspending.gov, a search engine on
federal spending. He also spoke out on behalf of the victims of Hurricane
Katrina and pushed for alternative energy development. In October 2006, his
second book, Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream
was published. 
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On
February 10, 2007, Obama made headlines when he announced his candidacy for the
2008 Democratic presidential nomination in front of the Old State Capitol
building in Springfield, Illinois. 


            A
large number of candidates ran for the Democratic Party presidential primaries,
but in the end it was a duel between Obama and Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton,
wife of former President Bill Clinton. In June 2008, the election returns came
in for the Democratic Party’s presidential primaries. Clinton won 18.2 million
total votes, more than any other candidate in the history of the presidential
primaries. 


 





Clinton vs. Obama


 


            Clinton
was the first woman who made a serious run for the presidency and was the
frontrunner to win the nomination at the beginning of the primaries. But that
same night, Obama claimed victory for being the first African-American
presidential candidate to win the nomination for either major party. While
Clinton won the popular vote, Obama won the delegate count, making him the
nominee. On June 7, 2008, Clinton ended her campaign and announced her full
support of Obama.


            On
August 23 of that year, Obama announced that his vice presidential running mate
was Delaware Senator Joe Biden. Biden was selected from a pool of prospective
vice president including Indiana Governor and Senator Evan Bayh and Virginia
Governor Tim Kaine. 


            Obama
delivered his acceptance speech at Invesco Field at Mile High in front of more
than 75,000 people. His speech was watched by more than 38 million people
around the world.


            During
the early part of the campaign period, Obama focused on polishing his presidential
image, going on a trip overseas to meet foreign leaders in the Middle East and
Europe. He proved to be a popular figure in Western Europe.


            Obama’s
campaign also used a logo extensively. The logo consisted of a circle, the
center suggesting a sun rising over the horizon and over fields in the colors
of the American flag. The campaign was also popular for its slogan “Change we
can believe in” and the chant “Yes We Can.” 


            On
August 29, 2008, the Republican nominee John McCain chose Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin as his vice president, making her the second woman to be nominated for
Vice President from one of two major parties. 


            Initially,
Palin was a hit at the Republican Party’s national convention. But a series of
interviews proved disastrous. A lot of her mistakes in interviews were posted
in Youtube and she was dubbed “stupid.” Her negative feedback resonated among
independents and liberals. Conservatives began to question McCain’s wisdom in his
selection of his running mate.


 





John McCain and Sarah Palin


 


            Meanwhile,
Team Obama was successful at portraying steadiness during the campaign. The
campaign was also successful in raising an unprecedented amount of money. Team
Obama used new strategies that set numerous fundraising records, especially in
the quantity of small donations. Obama was able to raise $235 million by March
2008 and $150 million in September 2008 alone. He was on his way to raising
more than half a billion dollars. In the end, Obama’s campaign spent about $150
million more than McCain’s campaign raised.


            Also,
Obama’s campaign made use of social media, new web technology and networking
for the campaigns to be more interactive for supporters and to promote Obama’s
candidacy. In particular, videos of Obama became viral hits on YouTube. The
videos were an effective tool in sparking greater interest and participation,
especially among important liberal voting blocs.


            Obama
and McCain engaged in three presidential debates in September and October 2008.
Although McCain had a slight lead just after the Republican Party’s national
convention, Obama took the lead by September. He showed potential during the
debates, and the Americans thought he was the safe choice.


In the presidency election, the popular vote refers to the votes
for a US presidential candidate made by qualified voters. But this is not the
only system that is used to determine who wins the election. The United States
uses the Electoral College, wherein each state has a specific number of
electors. The candidate that gets the most votes in each state receives all the
votes of that particular state’s electors. The Electoral College has a total
538 votes; a candidate must receive 270 votes to win.


The candidate who wins the Electoral College also wins the
popular vote. But a candidate can win the Electoral College while losing the
popular vote.


            On
the night of November 4, 2008, the enormous crowds in Grant Park and those who
were watching from their homes waited in nervous anticipation as the polls
closed and the votes were counted. Earlier, it was declared that Obama had won
Pennsylvania. And then most of the Great Lakes states and New England voted for
Obama. The polls closed in California, Oregon and Washington at 11:00; Obama
had garnered more than the required 270 Electoral College votes to win.


 





The Obamas and Bidens on the night Obama won the
presidential election


 


            Cheers
exploded. Obama won the election with 365 electoral votes to the 173 received
by McCain. Obama won 52.9 percent of the popular vote while McCain acquired
45.7 percent. Obama had just been elected as President of the United States,
the first black man in the history of American presidency. 


McCain
made his concession speech in Arizona, after which Obama delivered his victory
speech in Chicago’s Grant Park in front of hundreds of thousands of supporters.
He told Americans,


 


“If there is anyone out
there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are possible;
who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still
questions the power of our democracy, tonight if your answer.”


 


            He
spoke of hope and patriotism of the American people. He also referred to the
difficulties that the nation faced. He asked Americans to join with him in
remaking the country and challenged the people to step with him into the
future.
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Barack
Obama’s presidential win was a historical landmark. Americans celebrated with
the black man who gave hope to a nation reeling from the Great Recession and
symbolized change from his Republican predecessor, George W. Bush. When he
became the 44th president, he inherited many problems that originated
from the administration before him. There was the global economic recession and
two on-going foreign wars that needed immediate attention. And there was the
fact that the United States had the lowest international favorability rating
ever. 


            While
campaigning, Obama introduced a political mandate for economic change. His
agenda included financial reform, reinventing education and health care,
alternative energy and bringing down the national debt. He believed that all
these would have to be taken simultaneously as these were interconnected with
the economic well-being of the country.


            In
his inauguration speech, Obama summarized the situation and declared,


            


“Today I say to you that
the challenges we face are real. They are serious and they are many. They will
not be met easily or in a short span of time. But know this America: They will
be met.”
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Preparations
took place for the inauguration of Obama as the 44th President and
Joe Biden as the Vice President. The planning was assigned to the Joint
Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies and the 2009 Presidential
Inaugural Committee. 


            The
inaugural theme was “A New Birth of Freedom” taken from Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address from the Civil War era. Obama wanted “to give Americans
reassurance that today, as in Lincoln’s time, the country would find its way
through any crisis.”


 





Preparations at the Capitol


 


            The
full schedule for the inauguration was released on December 17, 2008. Some of
the events were directed by the President-elect and Vice President-elect and
included a train ride, parade, concerts, and prayer service.  


            And
for the first time, the Presidential Inaugural Committee allowed to open the
full length of National Mall as a public viewing area for the swearing-in
ceremony. There was a section of the mall near US Capitol for people who have
reserved tickets for the inaugural event. The entire National Mall was allowed
to be open to make the event “the most open and accessible in history.”


 





The National Mall, two miles long, was open for
all at the inauguration of President Obama


 


            The
2009 Presidential Inaugural Committee tried to raise individual contributions
in small dollar amounts. The contribution limit was $50,000 for donations by
individuals. By January 2009, the committee was able to raise more than $53
million, with about 458 people giving the maximum of $50,000. The committee
barred donations from corporations, labor and trade unions, political action
committees, non-US citizens and so on.


            The
presidential committee set the budget for the inauguration at $160-$170
million, of which about $45 million were to be used for the gala events. The
federal government donated $49 million and $1.2 million for the actual
swearing-in ceremony. 


            There
were also invitations and color-coded tickets that the Presidential Inaugural
Committee and members of the 111th US Congress distributed to
dignitaries and ordinary citizens for the swearing-in ceremony. Those who were
given the invitations and tickets were ambassadors and chiefs of diplomatic
missions to the United States and their spouses, US politicians and dignitaries
in the business and industry sectors.
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On this
day, Obama conducted a whistle stop train tour to honor the 200th
anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. The President-elect reenacted Lincoln’s
1861 train tour from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to Washington, DC to his
inauguration. Obama rode in the Georgia 300 to the nation’s capital. Georgia
300 is a vintage railroad car that past presidents used and Obama used when he
toured Pennsylvania during his presidential campaign. He was accompanied by his
wife, Michelle, and daughters Malia and Sasha and some friends and guests.


 





Obama and Biden on a train tour to Washington,
DC


 


            He
commenced the train tour in Philadelphia and held a town hall meeting at 30th
Street Station with supporters. At the train’s stop in Wilmington, Delaware,
the party was joined by Vice President-elect Biden and his family. The train
continued to Baltimore, Maryland, where Obama spoke in front of about 40,000
people. The tour ended at Union Station in Washigton, DC. 
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The
inaugural concert “We Are One” took place at the Lincoln Memorial. There were
performances and readings of historical passages by celebrities. The concert
was free to the public and it was televised live for those who could not watch
the event at the venue. About 400,000 people attended the concert. The Washington
Metro recorded more than 600,000 passenger trips during the day, breaking the
record of 540,945 passenger trips set on July 4, 1999.
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The eve of
the inauguration event fell on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The day marked the
13,000 community service events that took place following Obama’s call to
observe the King Day of Service. The day also witnessed the largest
participation in the 14 years since the Congress passed the King Holiday and
Service Act.


            Obama
went to the Walter Reed Army Medical Center and met privately with the families
of troops who recovered from injuries sustained in the Iraq War and the War in
Afghanistan. Along with Martin Luther King, III, Obama then went to Sasha Bruce
House homeless shelter.


            Biden,
on the other hand, hung drywall at a Habitat for Humanity in N.E. Washington,
DC. His wife, Jill, daughter Ashley, Michelle Obama and her daughters Malia and
Sasha were at Robert F. Kennedy Stadium to help in preparing more than 85,000
care packages for US troops overseas. 


            In
the evening, Michelle Obama and Jill Biden hosted the “Kids’ Inaugural: We Are
the Future” at the Verizon Center. Popular young celebrities such as Miley
Cyrus and the Jonas Brothers took part in the concert to honor military
families. 
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Barack
Obama and Joe Biden’s inauguration as the 44th President and as Vice
President, respectively, took place on January 20, 2009. The ceremony took
place at the West Front of the United States Capitol and opened with a live
performance by “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band and followed by
performances by the San Francisco Boys Chorus and San Francisco Girls Chorus.


            The
Master of Ceremonies was Senator Dianne Feinstein, the first woman to preside
over a US presidential inauguration. Evangelical pastor Rick Warren delivered
the invocation, followed by Aretha Franklin’s “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee.” 


            Joe
Biden took his oath as Vice President from Associate Justice John Paul Stevens.
After his oath, members of the armed forces played the four ruffles and
flourishes and the march “Hail, Columbia” in his honor. It was followed by the
performance of “Air and Simple Gifts.”


 





Obama takes the oath of office, with wife
Michelle and daughters Malia and Sasha


 


            Chief
Justice John Roberts then administered the oath of office to Barack Obama,
President-elect of the United States. The ceremony ran longer than intended,
and so the administering of the oath finished about 12:05 pm. But still, Obama
assumed the presidency when President Bush’s term as president expired at noon
under the Twentieth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 


            Once
completing his oath, in his honor, the President received the 21-gun salute and
the playing of four ruffles and flourishes and the march “Hail to the Chief”
from members of the armed forces. 


 





A satellite image showing the packed crowds
during the inauguration


 


            Obama
delivered his inaugural address as the President of the United States after the
swearing-in ceremony. The poet Elizabeth Alexander recited the inaugural poem,
“Praise Song for the Day.” Civil rights activist Joseph Lowery delivered the
benediction. The ceremony concluded with a performance of the United States
national anthem, The Star-Spangled Banner.
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After the
ceremony, President Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, Vice President Joe Biden
and Jill Biden escorted outgoing President George W. Bush and former First Lady
Laura Bush to a departure ceremony.


An
inaugural luncheon was held in National Statuary Hall at the US Capitol. It was
attended by congressional guests including top Washington lawmakers and former
Presidents and Vice Presidents. Before 1953, the luncheon was always held at
the While House and hosted by the outgoing President and First Lady.


The
Obamas and the Bidens spent the afternoon and early evening on a parade. The
route ran along Pennsylvania Avenue and ended at the north face of the White
House. President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama traveled in the new
armored limousine due to potential security threats but they exited their
vehicle twice to walk on Pennsylvania Avenue.


Vice
President Biden and his wife Jill and their children Beau, Hunter and Ashley
walked the parade route at several points. 


The
parade lasted more than two hours. The Obamas and the Bidens were accompanied
by 15,000 people, 240 horses, a mariachi band, numerous marching bands, the
Virginia Military Institute corps of cadets and drum and bugle corps. The
President himself invited the Punahou School marching band to partake in the
parade.


Vice
President Biden also invited groups from Delaware to join in the parade. The
Delaware section included the Delaware Volunteer Firemen’s Association, the
Fightin’ Blue Hen Marching Band, The Pride of Delaware and the Delaware State
University Hornets Approaching Storm marching band.


            President
Obama and his wife attended 10 official inaugural balls on the evening of
January 20. The President wore a new tuxedo while the First Lady wore a white,
one-shouldered sleeveless gown. The Neighborhood Inaugural Ball was the
couple’s first stop of the evening. The Obamas danced their first song as
Beyonce Knowles sang her rendition of Etta James’ At Last. 


 





The First Couple dances to Beyonce’s rendition
of At
Last
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In the
first 100 days of Obama in office, he undertook changes in America’s foreign
policy. He set about improving relations with China, Russia and Europe and
opened dialogue with Iran, Venezuela and Cuba. He also issued executive orders for
the US military to withdraw troops from Iraq as well as ordering that all
pending federal regulations that George W. Bush proposed be suspended to be
reviewed. 


            And
in light of the economic crisis, the President ordered a pay freeze for senior
White House staff making more than $100,000 a year. This affected 120 staffers
but added about $443,000 savings for the American government. 


 





Obama walks into the Oval Office on the first
day of his term


 


            In
his first week, Obama also ordered to close the Guantanamo Bay detention camp
not later than January 2010 but failed to persuade Congress to allot funds to
accomplish the shutdown. He also signed an order that required the use of the
Army Field Manual for terror interrogations and subsequently banned the use of
torture and other illegal coercive techniques. Obama was awarded the 2009 Nobel
Peace Prize by the Norwegian Nobel Committee for his efforts. In addition, he
reversed George W. Bush’s ban on federal funding to foreign establishments that
allow abortions. 


            Also
in his first week, Obama established the production of a weekly Saturday
morning video address that can be accessed on Whitehouse.gov and YouTube. His
very first address was viewed 600,000 times by the next afternoon.


            The
first legislation that Obama signed was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act on
January 29. The act promoted fair pay regardless of race, gender or age. 


            In
February 2009, Obama declared that the US military presence in Afghanistan
would have an addition of 17,000 troops by summer. A few days after his speech in
Afghanistan, Obama outlined an exit strategy for the Iraq War. This followed
Obama’s promise to withdraw all combat troops from Iraq by August 2010 and a
transitional force of 50,000 personnel by the end of 2011.


            In
January 2010, Obama delivered his first State of the Union address. He spoke of
the challenges of the economy and proposed a fee for larger banks. He declared
a possible freeze on government spending for the year and challenged
politicians to begin making positive changes.


 





Obama signs an executive order to close down the
Guantanamo Bay detention center


 


            In
his speech, he criticized the Republicans for not supporting any legislation
and chastised the Democrats for failing to get legislation passed. He said, “We
don’t quit. I don’t quit. Let’s seize this moment to start anew, to carry the
dream forward, and strengthen our union once more.”


            Before
March 2010 ended, Obama had signed the Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act. The bill ended the federal government’s giving of subsidies to private
banks in order to give out federally insured loans. The bill also aimed to
increase the Pell Grant scholarship award and make changes to the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.


            In
April 2010, during a major space policy speech, Obama announced that there
would be no return of human spaceflight to the moon. He also ordered to end the
development of the Ares I rocket, Ares V rocket and Constellation program. He
wanted to focus funding on Earth science projects as well as a new rocket type
and research and development for a manned mission to Mars.


            By
the end of 2010, Obama had signed the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010.
The Don’t ask, don’t tell bill of 1993 prevented gay and lesbians from serving
openly in the United States Armed Forces. Repealing the policy was one of
Obama’s promises during the 2008 presidential campaign.
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When President
Obama assumed his position, the country was shedding hundreds of thousands of jobs
a month. Obama’s economic advisors told him that the best solution was to boost
government spending to jolt the economy. This was Keynesian economics, a
philosophy attributed to John Maynard Keynes who proposed that spending and
regulating the federal monetary policies could help manipulate the economy.


            Obama
signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The act featured a
$787 billion economic stimulus package, popularly known as the stimulus, meant
to create jobs and reassure individuals and businesses. Only three Republican
senators agreed with the bill, and the rest complained that it would create
debts. 


 





Obama signs the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009


 


            The
Obama administration argued that the stimulus halted the recession and that the
country’s unemployment would have been far worse without it. But the majority
of the public viewed the stimulus as having failed, particularly because the
unemployment rate rose to 10 percent when the Democrats promised that it would
be under eight percent. The administration further argued that the stimulus was
responsible for the increase in employment by 1-2.1 million.


            On
March 4, 2009, Obama signed a memorandum that limits the granting of no-bid
contracts to private businesses. Also in March, the President’s Treasury
Secretary, Timothy Geithner introduced the Public-Private Investment Program
for Legacy Assets to help manage the financial crisis. The program has
provision for buying depreciated real estate assets.


            The
administration was criticized for bailing out the automobile companies during
the recession. As the recession worsened, the automobile companies, including
General Motors, Ford Motor Company and Chrysler, were in the brink of
bankruptcy. 


During
his campaign, Obama was in favor of bailing out automotive companies to
stabilize the company. On March 30, the president announced plans and
restructured ultimatums for Chrysler and General Motors. The government spent
approximately $80 billion to assist the motor giants. Republicans attacked this
move, with one Republican congressman saying,


 


“In bailing out failing
companies, they are confiscating money from productive members of the economy
and giving it to failing ones.”


 


            Despite
the arguments for and against the bailout, Obama gave the federal government
ownership over General Motors. Chrysler was now owned by the United Auto
Workers Union and the Italian company Fiat. On June 26, Obama signed the Car
Allowance Rebate System, or the Cash-for-Clunkers bill to increase fuel
efficiency and to stimulate the automobile industry after Chrysler and GM filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Although Republicans continued to attack Obama’s
plan, it wasn’t entirely a failure, for Chrysler was able to repay all of its
debts and the other automakers began to post profits again.


 





 


            By
the end of November 2009, only $3 trillion was spent out of $11.5 trillion that
the Bush and Obama administrations authorized for spending and loan guarantees.
Obama and the Congressional Budget Office predicted that the budget deficit for
2010 would be $1.5 trillion or 10.6 percent of the nation’s gross domestic
product (GDP). The 2009 budget deficit was $1.4 trillion or 9.9 percent of GDP.
The Obama administration predicted that the budget deficit for 2011 would
shrink to $1.34 trillion.


            The
increase in unemployment rate in 2009 was notable as it reached its peak in
October at 10.1 percent. In the first quarter of 2010, unemployment decreased
to 9.7 percent, and further decreased to 9.6 percent in the second quarter and
remained there for the rest of the year.


            Between
February and December 2010, employment rose slightly by 0.8 percent. GDP growth
expanded at a rate of 1.6 percent in the third quarter of 2009 and increased by
5.0 percent in the fourth quarter of the year. In the first quarter of 2010, it
increased by 3.7 percent. 


            In
February 2010, a recent increase in the US debt ceiling to $14.3 trillion was
signed into law. In July of the year, the Federal Reserve announced that
economic activity slowed. But in general, the economy expanded by 2.9 percent
in 2010.


            Obama
also undertook financial reform to lead the country towards financial
stability. In 2010, he signed a financial reform bill called the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. The President assured taxpayers
that they would “never again” publicly bailout Wall Street. But the most
controversial part of the legislation was the provisions allowing the federal
government to monitor financial practices and to break up companies perceived
to be threatening to the economy. The government has the power to liquidate
them and not bail them out.


            Also
in 2010 during the midterm elections, Obama announced a deal with the
Congressional Republican leadership that included two-year extension of the
2001 and 2003 income tax rates. It also included a one-year payroll tax
reduction, continuation of unemployment benefits and a new rate and exemption
amount for estate taxes. The $858 billion Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance
Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010 was subsequently passed in both
houses of Congress and Obama signed it on December 17, 2010.


            In
August 2011, Obama signed the Budget Control Act of 2011 which increased the
debt limit by $400 billion. The legislation also directed a procedure to
increase the debt limit and created a Congressional Joint Select Committee on
Deficit Reduction. The legislation helped to prevent an unprecedented sovereign
default.


            The
polls in June 2011 showed approval ratings for Obama’s way of handling the
economy at under 40 percent. Although the country spent nearly $2 trillion to
stop the recession, the unemployment rate hovered at nine percent.
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In terms
of health care, Obama persuaded the Congress to pass legislation to reform
health care in the United States. This was one of Obama’s campaign promises and
top legislative goal. 


 





Obama signs the health care bill


 


            The
President proposed to expand health insurance coverage to include the
uninsured, to cap premium increases and to allow people to retain their overage
even if they change or leave their jobs. He proposed to spend $900 billion in
10 years along with a government insurance plan, known as the public option,
which would lower costs and improve the quality of health care.


            It
would be illegal for insurance companies to drop sick people or to deny them
coverage for pre-existing conditions. In addition, the plan requires that all
Americans apply for health coverage.


            In
July 2009, House Democratic leaders introduced a plan to overhaul the US health
care system, and Obama wanted the Congress to approve it by the end of 2009.
The plan was met with much public debates. On September 9, Obama addressed the
joint session of Congress where he announced his concerns over the proposal. 


            In
November 2009, a health care bill that featured the public option was passed in
the House. The following month, the Senate passed a bill without a public
option. In March 2010, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act that the
Senate passed in December was passed in the House. President Obama signed the
bill into law a few days later.


            In
2010, the administration introduced the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA), or the Obamacare that Obama signed into law on March 23. The
provisions of Obamacare would take effect for 4 years and included expanding
Medicaid eligibility for people who make up to 133 percent of the federal
poverty level (FPL) beginning in 2012. It also included subsidizing insurance
premiums for people who make up to 400 percent of the FPL.


 





Obama signs into law the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act


 


            Other
health related programs that Obama enacted was a legislation that granted
authority over tobacco products to the United States Food and Drug
Administration which he signed on June 22, 2009. He also announced that drug
manufacturers offered an $80 billion in 10 years to bridge the gap between
Medicare prescription drug coverage and comprehensive health care reform. He
had also signed the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of
2009.
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In
February and March, Vice President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton conducted separate overseas trips to introduce a “new era” in US
foreign relations with Russia and Europe. They scrapped the phrase “War on
Terror” that the previous administration used and instead used phrases such as
“break” and “reset” to signal major changes. Biden marked the administration’s
first foreign policy undertaking when he delivered a speech at the Munich
Security Conference. 


            Obama
attempted to reach out to Arabs by granting his first interview to an Arab cable
TV network, Al Arabiya on January 26, 2009. He also attempted to appeal to the
Europeans, saying, “Now is the time to build new bridges.” He also called for
Europe to contribute more in Iraq, Afghanistan and the war against terrorist
groups. Obama acknowledged that American cannot do it alone.


 





Obama at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina after he
announced plans to withdraw US forces from Iraq


 


            In
February 17, 2009, Obama approved to deploy 17,000 additional troops to
Afghanistan. A few days later, the President visited Cam Lejeune and declared
his plans to withdraw troops from Iraq. In March, Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton promised to allot $900 million of humanitarian and development aid to
the Gaza Strip and West Bank.


            In
March, Obama announced a new strategy for the on-going war in Afghanistan and
Pakistan. He announced that the new strategy would consist of building up the
Afghan army and police force. He also announced that an addition of 4,000 US
troops would be provided for training to double the Afghan force. The number
would likely increase.


            And
then a “surge” in US civilians in Afghanistan would follow to help in
rebuilding the country’s infrastructure. The administration was supposed to
apply pressure on Pakistan to do something about the Al Qaeda and Taliban safe
havens situated along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.


            On
March 19, Obama released his New Year’s video message to Iranian people and
government. The following month, Obama delivered a speech in Ankara, Turkey,
which many Arab governments received, but his attempt to reach out to the
Muslim world was rebuffed by the Iranian leadership. 


            On
June 4, 2009, Obama addressed Cairo University in Egypt and called for a new
beginning in relations between the Islamic world and the United States, in the
process promoting Middle East peace. His trip to Cairo was part of Obama’s
attempt to burnish the image of America around the world. In his speech, he
announced his desire to deepen the ties between business leader, entrepreneurs
and foundations in the United States and Muslim communities.


In
March 2010, Obama disagreed with plans by the government of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to build Jewish housing projects in Arab
neighborhoods of East Jerusalem. Also, the United States and Russia reached an
agreement to replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty with a new pact
that reduced the number of nuclear weapons in the arsenal of both countries.
Obama and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev signed the New START in April 2010.


 


[bookmark: _Toc325462263]Osama bin Laden


 


The American government
first received information in July 2010 about the location of Osama bin Laden,
leader of Al Qaeda responsible for many terrorist attacks in the United States
and other countries. Over the next months, the CIA gathered more intelligence
reports, and finally pinpointed a large compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, as
bin Laden’s hideout.


 





Obama
announces the death of Osama bin Laden from the White House


 


            President
Obama received the intelligence from CIA head Leon Panetta in March 2011. He
met with his national security advisers in the next 6 weeks, rejecting the plan
to bomb the compound but agreed to a “surgical raid” to be carried out by
United States Navy SEALs. 


            The raid took
place on May 1, 2011 and the operatives were successful, having killed bin
Laden and seized documents and computer drives and disks from the compound. Bin
Laden’s body was identified through DNA testing and buried at sea.


            Obama
announced the news from Washington, DC in the evening on May 1. It was good
news for many Americans who celebrated around the country. Crowds gathered
outside the White House and at Ground Zero and Times Square. The news of bin
Laden’s death elicited positive reactions across party lines and from many
countries abroad.
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Obama had announced to a
group of Marines that combat operations in Iraq would end within 18 months. The
President said,


 


“Let me say this as plainly as I can: By
August 31, 2010, our combat mission in Iraq will end.”


 


Combat
troops were to complete withdrawal by August 2010 and decrease troops levels
from 142,000 and leave a transitional force of 35,000 to 50,000 in Iraq. In
August 2010, the last of US combat brigades exited Iraq. By the end of the
month, Obama declared that the US combat mission in Iraq was over and that US
troops would be home for the holidays.
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8 – A Devoted Husband And Loving Father
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A typical
day for the President goes like this: He works out in the morning and gets to
the office around 8:30 to 9am. He works until about 6:30pm, then dines with his
family. He hangs out with his daughters and puts them to bed about 8:30pm.
Being a night owl, he does paperwork or read briefing papers or write stuff
until about 11:30pm. He spends about half an hour reading before going to bed
about midnight or sometimes later than 12:30am.


It
may sound like an ordinary citizen’s typical day, but the President is on call
24 hours a day and has many responsibilities. 


Some
people may disagree with Barack Obama on politics, but everyone can agree that
they have a President who is a good husband and father to his family. Being a
good father who leads a black family is important.


 





Obama as a father and a husband


 


            Obama
met his wife in 1989 when he was an associate at the law firm of Sidley Austin
and she was his adviser for three months. They attended social functions but
Michelle declined his initial requests to date. For their first date, Obama
took Michelle to the Art Institute of Chicago in Illinois. They got engaged in
1991 and were married on October 3, 1992.


            Their
first daughter, Malia Ann, came to their lives on July 4, 1998, and their
second daughter, Natasha, was born on June 10, 2001. The girls attended the University
of Chicago Laboratory Schools. When they moved to Washington, DC, the girls
attended Sidwell Friends School. The family has a Portuguese Water Dog named
Bo, which Senator Ted Kennedy gave them.


            Years
ago, Obama spoke in front of the congregation at Chicago’s Apostolic Church of
God and called for black men to meet their responsibilities as both husbands
and as fathers. He declared that: 


 


“We need fathers to
realize that responsibility does not end at conception. Too many fathers are
M.I.A., too many fathers are AWOL, missing from too many lives and too many
homes. They have abandoned their responsibilities, acting like boys instead of
men. And the foundations of our families are weaker because of it.”


 


Obama
was speaking from his own experience. His own parents divorced when he was just
two, and he only saw his father once after the divorce. He didn’t want to go
through the same thing as a father to his own children. He said, “I resolved
many years ago that it was my obligation to break the cycle – that if I could
be anything in life, I would be a good father to my girls.” Indeed, Obama has
proven how important being a father was to him. 


            Before
his inauguration, Obama had published an open letter to his daughters in Parade
magazine where he described what he wanted for them and for every child in the
United States: “to grow up in a world with no limits on your dreams and no
achievements beyond your reach, and to grow into compassionate, committed women
who will help build that world.”


Aside
from the First Family, Barack Obama’s extended family is a diverse one: there
are blacks and there are whites. He has a half-sister, Maya Soetoro-Ng, the
daughter of his mother and her second husband. He also has seven half-siblings
from his Kenyan father’s family, one of whom had already died.


 





The Obama family attends the President’s half-sister,
Maya Soetoro-Ng’s (next to Obama) wedding to Konrad Ng (third from right). Also
in attendance were Konrad’s parents and brother


 


In
2007, Money magazine listed the Obama family’s net worth at $1.3
million, with the household income about $4.2 million. In 2005, the household
income was $1.6 million. Their income tax return for 2009 showed that the
household income was $5.5 million, most of which was from sales of Obama’s
books. His 2010 income was $1.7 million; he gave 14 percent of it to non-profit
organizations.
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Obama
started to take interest in basketball when he was a high school student and
joined the high school’s varsity team. Since then he always played basketball
whenever his schedule permitted it. Recently, he became coach of his daughter
Sasha’s basketball team. Every weekend, the commander-in-chief would coach the
team and has not missed a game all year. He became involved with the team after
learning that the girls’ coach didn’t have basketball experience.


            Obama
also supports the Chicago White Sox and threw out the first pitch at the 2005
ALCS when he was a senator. He also threw out the ceremonial first pitch in
2009 at the all star game wearing a White Sox jacket. In addition, he is a fan
of Chicago Bears in the NFL although in his adolescent years he was a fan of
the Pittsburgh Steelers. He cheered for the team during the Super Bowl XLIII
days after he took office as President.


 





Obama is a basketball player and an avid golfer


 


            Obama
also likes to play Scrabble and golf. The First Family also takes vacations in
August on Martha’s Vineyard and to Hawaii for a visit around the Christmas holiday.
They have already spent a weekend in Chicago and visited the Grand Canyon and
Yellowstone.


            Obama
had already been criticized for his leisure time, particularly his playing golf
during the Gulf oil spill crisis. At one time, he played golf in 13 consecutive
weekends. And he was also criticized for playing golf after making the “We’re
with you” statement for the Japanese after an 8.9 earthquake hit the nation. He
was said to be having a fun time at Washington DC’s annual Gridiron Dinner
while the Japanese nuclear reactor threatened a very serious catastrophe.


            



[bookmark: _Toc325462268][bookmark: _Toc322605425][bookmark: _Toc322602148]Thoughts on Religion


 


Obama was
not raised in a Christian household. While growing up, Barack had different
religious influences. His grandparents, Stanley and Madelyn, were nonpracticing
Christians. His mother was agnostic, but Obama described her as “in many ways
the most spiritually awakened person that I have ever known.”


            His
father, on the other hand, was raised as Muslim but was already an atheist when
he and his future wife met. His stepfather was a nonpracticing Muslim who did
not believe that religion was useful. His paternal grandfather was Muslim. In
Indonesia, Barack went to a Muslim school and a Catholic school. When he was in
his 20s, he discovered “the power of the African-American religious tradition
to spur social change.” He then joined a Protestant Christian church.


 





The Obama family attends church


 


            In
a statement he released in 2010 on his religious views, he said,


 


“I am a Christian by
choice… And my mother was one of the most spiritual people I knew, but she
didn’t raise me in the church. So I came to my Christian faith later in life,
and it was because the precepts of Jesus Christ spoke to me in terms of the
kind of life that I would want to lead – being my brothers and sisters’
keepers, treating others as they would treat me.”


 


He was
baptized at the Trinity United Church of Christ in 1988 and became an active
member for two decades. He resigned from the church during the Presidential
campaign due to Rev. Jeremiah Wright’s controversial statements. In 2009, the
Obamas announced that they would be attending the Evergreen Chapel at Camp
David.
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9 – “It Begins With Us”: Continuing His Legacy


 


On April 4,
2011, Obama announced his candidacy for re-election; the election is scheduled
to take place on November 6, 2012. In the second quarter of 2012, Obama had
secured the Maryland and District of Columbia primaries, winning more than the
required delegates to secure the nomination.


 





Obama’s campaign for the 2012 election begins


 


            Some
fundraising activities have already been conducted and were successful. In just
the first 24 hours since the campaign began accepting online donations, it
accepted more than 23,000 online donations of $200 or less. Obama also hosted
his first campaign fundraiser in April 2011 in Chicago. Many assumed that that
Obama’s campaign may be the first in US history to raise more than one billion
dollars.


            In
the second fundraising quarter of 2011, the campaign was able to raise a record
of $86,000,000. More than half a million people donated for the campaign in the
second quarter of 2011.


            In
the same year, Rasmussen poll found out in a hypothetical race between Obama
and a Republican candidate that 48% supported the generic Republican while 40%
backed the President. In a Pew poll in March, it showed that Obama was leading,
with 47% compared to 37% for the Republican.


            In
the first quarter of 2012, Obama was leading over Mitt Romney (53-43) and Rick
Santorum (53-42) in a national poll. By the end of March 2012, Obama has 46%
while Romney garnered 44.2%, a close fight.


            Obama
and his team were campaigning vigorously for the 2012 elections. If he wins, it
will be his second and final term, but it will also provide him time to
continue what he has started in office as the President of the United States. 


            While
Obama has already raised about $350 million so far, his rival Mitt Romney was
just beginning his fundraising efforts. The Republican National Committee (RNC)
helped Romney in campaign fundraising, raising $13.7 million in March. The
committee was reported to have $32.7 million in its pocket.


            There
are also other presidential candidates to challenge Obama. He was leading over
Romney and Santorum, and was able to raise money more than any presidential
candidate raised and more than any American expected. In their November 2011
guest appearance on Oprah, Michelle Obama said that the President has
always been ready to take on his duties. But for the 2012 elections, let
everyday Americans be the judge.
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[bookmark: _Toc324158229][bookmark: _Toc323911469]Chapter 1 – Love Him Or Hate
Him


With
George W. Bush, you either love him or hate him. A lot of people probably hated
him. As with the past presidents, he would be judged on his accomplishments and
would be remembered for what he was like. And what was he like? A Texan who had
a penchant for delivering speeches that twisted the rules of grammar and who
stayed upbeat despite the not-so-upbeat happenings in the nation.


            Dubya,
as he was “fondly” nicknamed, led the nation for eight years. He was the kind
of person who would relax by clearing brush under the scorching sun and take
bike rides through the woods. He loved giving out nicknames to world leaders
and even winked at the Queen to cover his gaffe. The people who worked for him
on a day-to-day basis would attest how he hated being kept waiting but loved
sticking to routine.
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            What’s
good about Bush was that he would stay optimistic in dire circumstances, even
if his approval ratings were at an all-time low. He was a likable guy, and
that’s one good thing that even his critics would admit. He was good at connecting
with people; he wasn’t afraid of making fun of himself.


            Bush’s
presidency was one of the hardest in American history, and his performance in
some events earned him the label “worst president”. But Bush didn’t care much
about what the polls say, believing that these are not the only basis for
whether he did good in office or not.


            But
whether he did good or not, Bush earned himself lots of critics. From his
showdown with his father after a night of drinking to his days in the office,
critics seemed to always find rocks to throw at him. He was heavily criticized
for handling the Iraq War and for his slow response following the September 11
attacks. He was accused of not doing enough to stimulate the economy or to solve
the unemployment situation in the country.


            What
most people didn’t know was that behind the cameras, Bush was a compassionate
man. He didn’t forget sending birthday notes to his staff. He knew the little
details about their families. And when he visited Army posts to thank the
troops, he didn’t forget going to the kitchen and thanking or praising the person
who cooked him the French fries.


            That
was the kind of president Bush was. He took action and made decisions that some
would see as mistakes. He wasn’t the most ideal president, true, but we’ve all
seen past presidents making mistakes in their decisions. He was just one of the
presidents of the United States, soon to be put aside with the coming of the
new president. But his personality is what shaped his legacy and left us with
indelible memories, whether positive or negative.


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



[bookmark: _Toc324158230][bookmark: _Toc323911470]Chapter 2 – Being Georgie


[bookmark: _Toc324158231][bookmark: _Toc323911471]Georgie’s Childhood


The 43rd
President of the United States was a “baby boomer,” born after World War II, on
July 6, 1946. He was the first child of George Herbert Walker Bush and Barbara
Pierce Bush. The father was a tall and good-looking student at Yale University
while the lively mother had attended Smith College. Their baby was named George
Walker Bush – almost a George Jr. They called him Georgie.
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Baby Georgie


            George
Bush would become a president of the United States, but not for another 42
years. While at Andover, a top-rate prep school in Massachusetts, he was a
baseball star. He was also a war hero after serving as a navy fighter pilot in
World War II. 


            The
Bush and Pierce families were both successful in business. One of Georgie’s
grandfathers was a Wall Street investor while the other one held the highest
position in a large publishing company. In addition, both sides of the family
were influential in politicians for many years.


            The
first two years of Georgie’s life was spent in New Haven so that his father
could finish his degree at Yale. George also played baseball in college, and
Barbara, who developed an enthusiasm for sports, would take her son to the
games to cheer for his first-baseman father.


            George
completed his degree from Yale in 1948, and his family expected that he would
easily find a comfortable job in the financial sector in New York like his
father and grandfather. But George wanted to pursue a more adventurous career
away from the shadow of his father. Barbara, who grew up in the wealthy suburb
of Rye, New York, encouraged him for she also wanted to get away from their
families and do something different.


            During
that time, Texas was a hotbed for the oil business, what with the new
technology developed during the war that enabled drillers to reach deeper oil
deposits. The economy boomed, and as such the demand for fuel was sky high. A
lot of individuals and companies had taken advantage of this exciting business
opportunity, including George Bush.


            In
1948, George Sr. was offered a job in Texas by Neil Mallon, a family friend who
happened to head an oil corporation. George accepted the offer, and drove his
Studebaker from the East Coast to West Texas. He was joined by Barbara and
Georgie a week later.


            At
first, the family was shocked at how different their new home was from New
England. It wasn’t green and woodsy; instead, the land was flat, bleak and
dusty as far as the eye could see. There was no longer the smell of
pine-scented sea breezes, but hot winds that blew sand and tumbleweeds in the
streets. And worst was the strong smell of oil fumes from the nearby plants. 


            Their
living conditions were far less comfortable than the one they had gotten used
to in New Haven. George’s family was rich, but he wanted to start at the bottom
in the oil business. He was able to secure a two-room bedroom in Odessa for his
family but had to share a bathroom with another family. But having a bathroom,
though shared, was a luxury as most of their neighbors used outhouses. The
family also had a refrigerator, another luxury that was unusual in the
neighborhood. 
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Georgie as a kid


 


            George
Sr. was a diligent man, working hard in the oil fields in his desire to learn
the business. His wife took care of their son and got used to their new
surroundings. Being a naturally cheerful person, she got along well with all
kinds of people. She had a lot of faith in her husband and adored her son, who
was already two years old.


            George
Sr. was enamored with his son as well. In 1948, he wrote to a friend about his
son:


 


“He is really cute. Whenever
I come home he greets me and talks a blue streak, sentences disjointed of
course but enthusiasm and spirit boundless. He is a real blond and pot-bellied.
He tried to say everything and the results are often hilarious…. He seems to be
very happy wherever he is and he is very good about amusing himself in the
small yard we have here.”


            


            In
December 1949, the Bushes had another baby, a girl. They named her Pauline
Robinson Bush after Barbara’s mother, and they called her Robin. Her birth was
sort of a Christmas gift, along with the newest invention of the time, a
television set, that Georgie’s grandfather gave them.


            In
1950, the family decided to move in a new house in Midland, a bit farther from
the oil fields in West Texas. The house was situated in Easter Egg Row, named
such because each of the houses in that new development was painted a different
color. The Bushes’ new house, painted light blue, was on East Maple, although
there were no maple trees, or any other trees for that matter.
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The young Bush family, 1955


            Easter
Egg Row was populated mostly by young families from other parts of the country,
also hoping to make it rich in the oil business. The Bush couple made friends,
as did their son Georgie. He befriended the boy next door, Randy Roden.


            Despite
the grueling hours he put into his work, George Sr. made sure he had time and
energy left for a social life. He and Barbara led the drive to build a
community theater in Midland. He also collaborated with other fathers to start
a Little League team in their area. 


The
Bushes were also involved in the church, teaching Sunday school at the First
Presbyterian Church. Barbara divided her time between taking care of her son
and helping to organize charities and volunteering at the Midland hospital. She
was among those who voted to start a local YMCA, which, after its founding,
offered electric-train races for fathers and sons. 


The
Bush family found Midland a suitable place to live. Their weekends consisted of
backyard barbeques where their friends and neighbors would mill around the
Bushes’ backyard while their kids played together. Georgie would usually wear
his cowboy outfit complete with hat, boots, bandanna, and lasso.


Eventually,
George Sr. decided to go into the oil business himself. He and a neighbor
formed a company, making him even busier than ever. But he always spent time
with Georgie, playing catch with him in the backyard in his spare time.


George
Bush also exposed his son to the realities of his job, taking Georgie and his
friend Randy to the oil fields. For the young boys, the oil patch was some sort
of a strange forest in that treeless country. At night, they would see how the
oil fumes blurred the stars in the sky, and machinery made a noise as the pumps
worked around the clock. The boys slept in the back of the station wagon while
George checked the wells.


[image: 21590_1010414694]


Georgie’s younger sister, Robin


The
Bush family would trade the broiling West Texas summers for the cool coast of
Maine and stay at the family retreat in Kennebunkport where the relatives
gathered. Sometimes the Bushes would stay with George’s uncle Herbie Walker who
supported his nephew’s oil business.


During
these vacations, grandfather Prescott Bush was a constant presence, appearing
“scary” to the kids of the Bush-Walker clan. In contrast to their grandfather,
their grandmother Dorothy Walker Bush was a kind woman and her company was
sought-after by her sports-loving grandchildren.


Barbara
gave birth to a new boy, John Ellis Bush, in February 1953. They called him Jeb
or Jebby. By this time, Robin was three and played with Georgie all the time.
Their father’s business, the Zapata Petroleum Corporation, was still going
well.


 



[bookmark: _Toc324158232][bookmark: _Toc323911472]A Family Tragedy


In March
1953, the family faced the hardest challenge in their lives. One morning, Robin
didn’t bounce out of bed the way she did. She told her mother:


“I may go out and lie on
the grass and watch the cars go by, or I might just stay in bed.”


 


            Barbara
was worried, so she took her daughter to the doctor, who immediately ordered
tests. The test results were a shock to George and Barbara. Robin had advanced
leukemia and there was no cure. Worse, she did not have long to live.


            Despite
the sad news, the Bushes did not give up hope and decided to get the best
possible treatment for their daughter. They took Robin to a hospital in New
York while Georgie and baby Jeb were left in the care of family friends in
Midland.


            The
next six months was a difficult time, with Barbara living in New York most of
the time to be with Robin. George constantly traveled between New York and
Midland, looking after his business and his sons. Every morning he went to
church to pray for Robin. Grandmother Dotty sent out the nurse who had taken
care of her sons to look after Georgie and Jeb.


            Being
young, Georgie only knew that his little sister was in New York seeing a doctor
because she was sick. Eventually, Robin was brought home for a brief stay. For
Georgie, Robin was still his curly blond-haired sister with a pretty smile,
only now with bruises on her arms and legs, and he was no longer allowed to
wrestle with her the way he used to.


            In
October, Georgie was given grim news while at school. He was on his way to the
principal’s office when he spotted his parents’ car pull up in front of the
school. He thought he saw the top of Robin’s head above the backseat and ran
for the car. But Robin wasn’t with his parents. 


            George
and Barbara told their eldest son that Robin had been very sick since March,
and now she had died. They buried Robin in Greenwich, Connecticut, where George
had grown up.


            Later
on, George W. would say that he was sad and stunned, and added, “Minutes before
I had had a little sister, and now I did not.” It was a painful experience for
the whole family. The death of Robin brought a strange period for the upbeat
Bush family for months to come. They were overcome by sadness, and they missed
Robin terribly, especially the young Georgie who saw how his parents suffered.


            Even
as a seven-year-old boy, Georgie understood what his father and mother were
going through, and he did his best to comfort them. Instead of playing with his
friends, he spent afternoons with his mother. 


            Gradually,
the family was able to move on, and they began enjoying the good things in
their life again. They had many friends in Midland, and the Zapata Petroleum
Corporation was doing well.


            Young
Georgie had many friends. Among the many children in the neighborhood, he was the
leader of the pack. Most of them had fathers away on business, and so their
mothers looked after them. Barbara Bush was a hit with the neighborhood kids.
She was the kind of person that the children would approach about their
troubles.


            The
public schools in West Texas weren’t particularly good, but Georgie was lucky
to attend one of the better ones. The parents of the students at Sam Houston
Elementary School made sure that their children did their homework. George and
Barbara were involved in their son’s education, helping a drive to build a
library for the school. They were also co-chairs of the Midland PTA.


            At
school, Georgie was intelligent but not bookish. His teachers and classmates
remembered him as a rascal. There was a time when Georgie threw a football
through a window. And being quick-witted like his mother, many of his
classmates thought he was a wise guy. At one time, he drew an ink mustache,
goatee and sideburns on himself, and his fourth-grade classmates thought it was
funny. But the teacher wasn’t amused and took Georgie to the principal, who
gave him three spanks with a paddle.


            Georgie
was nine when they moved to a bigger house in Midland. George’s oil business
was doing better than ever, plus there was the arrival of the newest member of
the family, Neil Mallon Bush, “our third giant boy,” George said. In 1956, they
had another baby, Marvin Pierce Bush, named after Barbara’s father.
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Georgie played catcher in the Little League in
Midland


 


            This
was the time characterized by racial segregation. Barbara employed two black
maids to help her manage the big house and family. Although there weren’t too
many black people in Midland, the town was still racially segregated. There
were separate drinking fountains and restrooms and separate waiting rooms. The
neighborhoods and schools were segregated as well by an unwritten code that
separated Hispanic and black families from white families.


            Georgie
and his friend Mike Proctor didn’t know that racial slurs were wrong. Georgie
was eight when he uttered, in front of his mother, an expression insulting to
black people. He had no idea it was bad, having heard it from the other
students at Sam Houston Elementary School. Therefore, it was a shock when
Barbara took her son into the bathroom, washed out his mouth soap and lectured
him about his behavior.


            Georgie
possessed an excellent memory, but he used this talent to memorize the
statistics of his idol Willie Mays, center fielder for the Giants. In fact, he
memorized the stats of all the major-league baseball players. 


            In
1958, Georgie attended the San Jacinto Junior High School for his seventh
grade. There he became the class president. He still played football. But
before the year ended, George’s oil business shifted to Houston, three hundred
miles from Midland. This meant that the family had to move, and they did in
1959. George and Barbara left ahead, the boys stayed behind with a sitter to
finish the school year.


            Georgie
and his brothers soon joined their parents in Houston, and they had another
baby born shortly after. It was a girl, and they named her Dorothy Walker Bush
after George’s mother. They called her Doro. The family had a nice house with a
swimming pool and their own baseball field.
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The Bush family with George W. (beside his
mother) and his siblings


 


            Georgie
attended the Kincaid School, an exclusive prep school in Texas. He had created
a reputation for himself, what with being good-looking, outgoing and good at
sports. He was elected a class officer.


            The
Bushes continued to socialize, joining fund-raising activities and other
activities for the Republican Party. But they were also planning for a
political life for George Bush. He had been considering running for public
office for a while now.


            Georgie,
meanwhile, did not think of having a future career in politics for himself, but
he could act like an experienced politician. He had watched his father too many
times, and he had adapted the habit of greeting each person who comes in the
room and saying goodbye to each person living at the barbecues and other
parties. He could remember their names even if he had just met them for the
first time.


            Without
a doubt, George had great influence over his son, although Georgie’s
relationship to people was more like his mother’s.


            The
Bushes decided that Georgie would attend the Phillips Academy in Andover,
Massachusetts. They thought it would be good for their son to live on his own.
They had also expected that Georgie would follow his father’s footsteps to
Andover and then to Yale University. In 1961, when Georgie was 14, he had
received his acceptance letter from Andover. He would leave for Andover in the
fall.



[bookmark: _Toc324158233][bookmark: _Toc323911473]Chapter 3 – Away From Home


[bookmark: _Toc324158234][bookmark: _Toc323911474]High School


George W.
Bush finished his school at Phillips Academy, a boarding school in Andover,
Massachusetts, which was then all-male. He played baseball and became the head
cheerleader during his senior year. But he had gone through a difficult time
adjusting to his new environment. Andover wasn’t anything he expected.


            His
father was also a legend at the school, and the majority of teachers remembered
that he was the ideal Andover student. He was captain of the varsity baseball
and soccer team and class president. He also had excellent grades. In addition,
George Sr. had signed up to fight in World War II fresh out of Andover. Japan
had bombed Pearl Harbor when George was in his senior year. His father
convinced him to go to Yale first, but George enlisted and became a war hero.
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A 1964 yearbook photo of Bush from Phillips
Academy


 


            George
W. had found friends, mostly boys with Texan accents in his class. One of them
was Randy Roden, his childhood friend in Midland. There were other boys who
became a part of George W.’s group. Like his father, George W. got involved in
sports such as basketball and baseball since his freshman year. Even though he
was only moderately good at sports for an Andover student, George was happy and
comfortable mingling with people on a team.            


            From
Andover, George W. learned that his father had made the move into politics,
becoming the chairman of the Republican Party in Harris County, Texas in March
1963. In September of the year, George announced that he would run for the US
Senate the following year. 


            On
November 22, 1963, the world was shaken when President John F. Kennedy was
assassinated in Dallas. That night, George W. and his roommate, John Kidde,
stayed up all night just talking about the tragedy. Kidde recalled that George
W. thought of it as more than just an assassination of a president; he talked
about the death of the person, John F. Kennedy.


            In
four years, George W. was able to carve his own niche at the school. He wasn’t
the brightest student or the most outstanding athlete, but everybody knew him
as one of the friendliest boys in the school.


            George
was an enthusiastic person. By his senior year, he was chosen as the head
cheerleader of the squad of nine, leading the pack to whip up school spirit for
the Andover-Exeter football games. He had also conceptualized humorous skits
for assemblies, at one time dressing up like girls. G. Grenville Benedict, then
the dean of students, recounted that George was responsible for raising school
spirit at Andover to its highest levels in many years.


            When
it came to a social life, George W. didn’t have much of it. Andover was
all-male, and its students were disciplined to excel in academic and sports.
The older boys could only take advantage of afternoon dances with the local
girls’ schools.


            There
was one girl that George W. liked whom he met on the beach the summer between
his junior and senior year. Debbie Taylor, a pretty Californian, knew George’s
friend and roommate, John Kidde. It happened that George and Debbie were both
in Kennebunkport for a vacation. They dated a few times, then he invited her to
the prom in May of his senior year. But it was not serious.


            George
had applied to Yale on the spring of his senior year as his family expected him
to go there. He had his doubts about being accepted but that was okay. He was
contented to be accepted to the University of Texas. In the 1964 Andover
yearbook, George was the “Big Man on Campus” but not the one “Most Likely to
Succeed.” 


            The
acceptance from Yale came that spring, and George W. found out that there were
30 students in his class who were also going. George would be able to follow the
footsteps of his father and grandfather, both of whom attended Yale University,
after all.
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After his
graduation from Andover, George W. returned to Houston to campaign for his
father for the US Senate. His grandfather, Prescott Bush, didn’t pursue a
reelection in 1962, giving way to the next generation. George H. W. had won the
Republican primary on June 6 and was now campaigning against the Democratic
candidate, Ralph Yarborough.
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George W.’s father campaigning


            It
was a tough race because Yarborough had all the backing of President Lyndon B.
Johnson. Lyndon wanted to adopt a series of programs, dubbed “war on poverty,”
which will improve education in poor areas, fight crime and fund health care
for senior citizens. But Conservatives thought that it would be too costly and
that the government would have to raise taxes to pay for these programs.


            George
H. W. Bush opposed these programs. And while he was supported by businessmen in
Houston, the rest of Texas didn’t know him. And so he set about speaking to
voters across the state. It was the most exhausting thing he has ever done. He
would ride a bus dubbed the Bush Bandwagon, along with his wife and eldest son.
The plan was to visit 40 cities across the state of Texas. 


            At
every campaign stop, George H. W. would explain his positions which were
similar to those of presidential candidate Barry Goldwater. George campaigned
against Johnson’s civil rights bill and expressed approval for the war in
Vietnam. He was against “wildly spending money on antipoverty programs.”


            George
W. didn’t have a big role in his father’s campaign, but he impressed many
people, even if he was just stood up in front of audience to show support for
his father. 
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            George
W. left his father’s campaign to attend Yale where he majored in history. As at
Andover, he felt the need to live up to his father’s achievements. At Yale, his
father was a baseball star. There was a photo of him with visiting baseball
legend Babe Ruth. In addition, his good grades paved the way for him to get
accepted to Phi Beta Kappa, the honor society. George Sr. also served as
president of his fraternity, Delta Kappa Epsilon and was invited to Skull and
Bones, a highly regarded secret society.
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George W. as a Yale student


            George
W. couldn’t surpass, or even match, his father’s record at Yale, but he had his
own talents. During the first week of his freshman year, instead of setting up
his room or worrying about classes, George went out and met people. His friend
recalled that within a few days, George was known by many people.


            The
year 1964 was marked by high political awareness at Yale. Most students favored
President Johnson over Barry Goldwater. The country was concerned about the
threat of nuclear war; Senator Goldwater was in favor of the use of nuclear
weapons. In addition, Goldwater was opposed to the civil rights legislation,
which the majority of Yale students tended to support.


            On
the night of election, George W. was already in Houston to be there for his
father and was tasked to put the election results up on the board at the Bush
headquarters. The results were discouraging. His father lost the election, as
did Senator Barry Goldwater.


            It
was a painful moment for the Bush family. Back home, Barbara cried openly, and
George W. cried with her.


            Back
at Yale, George W. did not involve himself in politics. Instead, he and his
roommates joined the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity. George Sr. had also joined
this fraternity back in the day. The “Dekes” suited the young George’s
lifestyle as the fraternity focused on sports and parties.
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George W. was once engaged to Cathryn Wolfman


            George
W.’s father again planned to run in 1966 for the US House of Representatives.
The elder George worked harder than before in building up the Republican Party
in Houston. He had partnered with Jimmy Allison, a wealthy newspaper publisher
and family friend from Midland who helped to run the campaign. Together they
launched a media blitz so that every voter in the city knew who Bush was.


            During
his senior year, George W. became president of Delta Kappa Epsilon. The
fraternity members thought he was the right person to be the president as he
was always the life of the party.


            In
November of that year, he once again returned to Houston to reclaim his post of
writing down the election results. This time it was a happier job. His father
had gone campaigning door-to-door, plus the media blitz helped the people know
who George H. W. Bush was and what he was supporting. 


            The
results showed that George H. W. won the election to the House of
Representatives. It was a moment of joy for the whole family.


            Another
piece of good news was awaiting the Bush family. Over Christmas break, George
W. asked Cathryn Wolfman to marry him. They met during the summer of 1966 and
dated. They announced their engagement on New Year’s Day, 1967. There was no
wedding date yet, but the couple planned to get married and live together
during his last year at Yale.


            George
W. was then invited into Skull and Bones, the most exclusive secret society at
Yale. His father had been a member as well as his grandfather and other
relatives and family friends. 
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George W. (back row to the left of the clock)
was invited to join Skull and Bones


            George
W.’s senior year was a busy one, and then came the Vietnam War. President
Johnson had sent troops to the war, and there were many casualties. Yale
students worried about what waited for them when they left college. Some didn’t
want to be drafted, but there were already boys younger than they who had been
drafted and were dying.


            But
George W. and his friends at the Deke house avoided talking about the war. He
continued to play rugby and attended his Skull and Bones meetings.
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George got
into trouble, along with some of his fraternity brother, just before the
Christmas break of 1966. They were wandering around in New Haven when George
saw a Christmas wreath in the front of a store and tried to steal it and bring
it to the Deke house. Unfortunately for him, a patrol car was standing nearby
and police officers saw them. They arrested George and charged him with
disorderly conduct. But the charges were dropped as it was clear that it was a
college prank.


            He
had another run-in with the police when he was in Princeton, New Jersey to
watch the big Ivy League championship football game between the Yale Bulldogs
and the Princeton Tigers. Two of George’s friends and fraternity brothers were
playing for the Yale team.


            Yale
won, 29-7, and the Yalies were excited and so happy that they tore down the
goalposts. George was on the crossbar when the Princeton police showed up. He
wasn’t arrested, but he was told to leave the campus and not come back.
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George
never thought of avoiding military service. It was in his blood as it was in
his father’s. He wanted to learn to fly a fighter plane as his father had done
back in the day. And so during Christmas break, George W. applied for the Texas
Air National Guard.


            George
graduated from Yale in 1968, just four days after Robert Kennedy, brother of
the late President John F. Kennedy and presidential candidate, was shot in
California. Prior to that event, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in
Memphis, Tennessee.


 


[image: 3acd04]


George W. served as pilot in the Texas Air
National Guard


            Congressman
Bush attended his son’s graduation, though briefly. He was a busy man, what
with being caught up in the politics of that presidential election. In
addition, President Johnson decided not to run for reelection and that was a
good sign that a Republican might have a good chance at winning. George Sr.
worked for Richard Nixon who was the Republican nominee. There were even rumors
that Nixon might pick Congressman Bush for his vice president.


            Meanwhile,
George W. returned to Houston after his graduation. Cathryn Wolfman told him
that she wanted to postpone their wedding plans. Although they did not break
off their engagement, they drifted apart as George attended basic training at
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio while Cathryn left to pursue a job in
Washington, DC.


            While
in the Texas Air National Guard, George could fulfill his military duty away
from much danger. He qualified for pilot training despite the fact that he had
no aviation experience whatsoever. By November, he was in Moody Air Force Base
at Valdosta, Georgia to start a year of pilot training. He was promoted to
second lieutenant though he hadn’t gone to officer candidate school. After two
years of active duty, he was assigned to fly Convair F-102s with the 147th
Reconnaissance Wing.


            Later
on, critics of George W. would claim that Congressman Bush had pulled some
strings and that George W. was treated favorably because of his father’s
political standing. He was selected as a pilot although he had low aptitude
test scores and poor attendance. 


            George
W. stated that a friend whose name he couldn’t remember informed him about an
opening in the Texas Air National Guard. He was accepted and learned to fly an
F-102 and would have been deployed to Vietnam if his unit had been called up.
He was also allowed to transfer to Alabama to work on a political campaign. 


            George
W. further claimed that his father didn’t ask for favor and no friends or
family members worked on his behalf. But critics still persisted, pointing out
that out of 100,000 waitlisted men trying to get into the Guard during that
time and of 150 pilot applicants who had to wait 18 months to be considered for
flight school, George W. effortlessly got in. 
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George W. had also dated Tricia Nixon (standing
beside her father, Richard Nixon)


            Some
accounts of George W.’s life indicate that a close family friend of the Bush
family contacted Ben Barnes who was the speaker of the Texas House during that
time. This family friend told Barnes that George W. wanted to get accepted at
the Texas Air National Guard. Barnes, in turn, contacted the general in charge
of the Guard, Brigadier General James Rose, and gave a recommendation for
George W.


            The
family friend turned out to be Sid Adger, a Houston businessman and friend of
George Sr. in the sixties. The two men apparently went to the same clubs and
sent their children to the same private schools. Adger’s sons served in the
same unit as George W. Two unnamed friends of Barnes claimed that Adger used
his influence to get George W. into the Texas Air National Guard.


            Whatever
the case may be, George was liked by his fellow pilot trainees. He proved himself
a good pilot, showing how he could read complicated mechanical charts and
memorize the structure of a plane. Aside from these, he was always a cheerful
and outgoing person.


            That
year, he had dated Tricia Nixon, President Nixon’s daughter. While the rest of
his friends were stuck at the base, George W. was ferried from southern Georgia
to Washington, DC to escort Tricia to dinner. He was ferried back aboard the
government plane that the president himself sent to pick him up.


            Meanwhile,
Congressman Bush had decided that he’d run for the Senate the following year.
It was a risk as Bush would have to give up his safe seat in the House of
Representatives. But President Nixon encouraged him and contributed money to
the campaign.


            In
1970, George Bush announced his plans to run for senator. He had the support of
powerful Republicans aside from President Nixon. George W. wasn’t able to
campaign for his father that spring, but his military service as a pilot was an
advantage for his father. In March he was featured in the Houston papers after
having completed his first solo flight in the F-102 fighter plane.


            But
that summer, Senator Yarborough was replaced by the more conservative Lloyd
Bentsen who won the Democratic primary. Curiously, Bentsen and Bush had similar
ideas about issues so it was difficult for voters to distinguish between the
candidates’ platforms. Bush lost the election in November. Again, it was a sad
moment for the Bush family and their supporters.
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George W.’s father was appointed US ambassador
in 1971


            President
Nixon appointed Bush in 1971 as US ambassador to the United Nations. While his
parents traveled to Europe to begin his father’s new job, George W. remained in
Houston, unsure what to do with himself. He had applied to the University of
Texas law school but was rejected. He thought about following his father’s
footsteps and go into the oil business, but it wasn’t exactly a good time for
the oil business in Texas.


            George
W. applied and was accepted as a trainee for an agribusiness company in 1971,
but he found that he didn’t like the “stupid coat-and-tie job”. He quit. And
now he was wondering whether he should go into politics like his father. He
considered running for Texas state senate in 1972, but his father thought it
was better for him to join Red Blount’s campaign for the US Senate in Alabama.


            Winton
“Red” Blount was a Republican and supporter of President Nixon. George W. worked
for him as political director of his campaign in 1972. He worked hard for that
campaign, but eventually Blount lost to Democratic senator John Sparkman, a
popular and personable guy.


            In
October of 1972, tragedy struck the Bushes. George W.’s grandfather, Prescott
Bush, died of lung cancer. George W. and his brothers served as pallbearers;
their grandfather was buried in a Greenwich cemetery right next to the marble
marker for George W.’s sister Robin.


            In
the same year, George W. was suspended from flying because he failed to take
the scheduled physical exam. Two years later, in 1974, he was honorably
discharged from the Air Force Reserve.
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George W.
applied to Harvard Business School after a friend from Yale who had gone to the
school urged him to try it. He wasn’t at all sure if he’d be accepted, and so
while waiting for the results of his application, he worked for the
Professional United Leadership League (PULL), a youth program in Houston.


            George
loved working for minority kids and he was good at fund-raising. All the kids
in PULL loved him. They played basketball and Ping-Pong together, and he took
them to prisons to show them what happens when they break the law. He even took
them for an airplane ride.
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A Harvard student


            When
his acceptance at Harvard Business School came, George W. was still unsure what
to do with his life. He wasn’t sure about leaving PULL, but his boss at PULL
urged him to give Harvard a try. His parents also encouraged him to go to the
business school, hoping that it would make him more self-disciplined.


            And
so in 1973, George W. arrived at the Harvard campus where there were student
protests against government and business. The school was fairly conservative,
but George W. defied Harvard values. He would walk around the campus wearing
his Texas Air National Guard flight jacket. He was proud of being in the guard
and of his training as a fighter pilot.


In
1975, George W. graduated from Harvard Business School and earned a Master of
Business Administration. He would be the only US President to have earned an
M.B.A.
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After his
graduation, George W. stopped in Midland to visit his mentor, Jimmy Allison.
Allison said that that the oil business was again booming, judging by the price
of oil, which soared from $2 a barrel to $36 a barrel.


            In
the fall of 1975, George W. moved to Midland where he felt unlimited
possibilities awaited him. There he had met again his childhood friends, many
of whom moved away but came back. He rented an apartment and lived a carefree
life, his newspapers and magazines strewn on the floor along with his dirty
clothes.


            He
developed the habit of running around the high school stadium every day. He
taught Sunday school at the First Presbyterian Church, played golf and went to
Midland Angels games.


            But
for his oil business, he visited an old friend of his parents’, Walter Holton,
who advised him to work as a “landman.” A landman goes to the county courthouse
and looks for deeds to know who owns the oil rights on a piece of land. Then he
arranges for a company drilling for oil to lease the land.
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Campaign poster


            At
the start of his business, George W. invested some of his money. He wanted to
be like his father who made a fortune in the oil business. But he also wanted
to get into politics and he needed all the money he could get. He wanted to do
it on his own and not depend on someone else for the money.


            In
1976, George’s business, Bush Oil, was doing well. He now had his own office,
the watercooler room in a friend’s office where his visitors would have to sit
on Coke crates.


            In
political matters, George W. had been thinking about running for Congress, and
in 1977, he asked his father about his plans. During that time, the seat for
the Nineteenth Congressional District in West Texas would open the following
year, and George thought it was the right time to run for US representative.


            Who
else was happier than him for this decision than his father? The whole family
and their friends expressed their support for George W. And his friends with
wealthy connections assured that money would not be the problem.  Karl Rove,
who also worked for the elder Bush as political adviser, came to lend a hand.


            George
W. Bush won the primary race in June 1978 despite the aggressive campaign of
some influential Republicans for his opponent. Sadly, George lost the election
in November. The Democrats succeeded in portraying him as a carpetbagger,
someone with no real roots in Texas. No wonder George W. was furious because he
loved Texas and lived there most of his life.


            But
he knew that in politics, there’s winning and losing. He wasn’t going to give
up. He learned a lot from his father who had lost his first campaign but won
the second. For now, he’d focus on his oil business. He was about to launch his
drilling company, Arbusto Energy. Arbusto is a Spanish word for “shrub.”


            In
1980, George W.’s father was chosen by Republican nominee Ronald Reagan to run
as his vice president. In November, they won the election, and George H. W.
Bush was inaugurated in January 1981.
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George W.’s father was elected vice president


            During
the early 1980s, George W.’s Arbusto Energy wasn’t doing well. In 1982, there
was a slump in the oil business. 


            Meanwhile,
with a family of his own, he was busier than ever but he made sure he has time
attending church. He attended Bible study classes in the Methodist church. He
also met with the Reverend Billy Graham, a famous evangelist preacher and
friend of the Bushes. They had serious discussions about things, and others
could see the changes in George’s life.


            The
closing of 1985 was a bad time for the oil industry in Texas because oil prices
collapsed. George W.’s own company wasn’t spared. He had to sell it to Harken
Energy in 1986.


            By
then George was almost forty. He was already married and had two daughters. He
had quit drinking and was determined to change for his children and for the
sake of his father’s campaign for president in 1988. George H. W. was then the
country’s vice president, and his son wanted to help him campaign.


            In
April 1987, George W. brought his family to Washington and began working
full-time for his father’s campaign. He traveled around the country and worked
hard to get his father elected. He and his mother would usually speak in Vice
President George H. W.’s place. It was the right time for George’s father, who became
the US president in November 1988.


            In
1988, George W. and his family moved to Dallas. He decided to gather a group of
investors to buy the Texas Rangers baseball team. He planned to invest a small
amount of money and at the same time be the public spokesman for the group.
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George W. served as Texas Rangers’ executive


            It
wasn’t the right time to run for office as not many people knew him other than
being the president’s son. President Bush’s popularity was also waning and
there was less of a chance for his reelection. He was blamed for the state of
the economy, and it seemed that the Democratic nominee, Bill Clinton, would win
the election in November.


            On
election day, President Bush failed to win the presidency for a second term.
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For a
while now, George was thinking about running for governor of Texas in 1994. As
his friend said, it was a crazy idea to run against Governor Ann Richards. The
Texans loved her. She came from a poor background but became a national
celebrity. While some friends advised not to run against her, other friends
thought it was the right time. Texans may love Richards, but it didn’t mean that
they love her policies.


            In
1993, George Walker Bush announced that he’d be running for governor of Texas.
He hit the campaign trail and spoke in 27 cities within 5 days, focusing on
welfare reform, crime reduction, tort reform and education improvement. Karl
Rove was among his campaign advisers.


            He
won the Republican primary and faced the Democrat incumbent Governor Ann
Richards. In the heat of the battle, Richards and her supporters made fun of
George’s candidacy, quoting his lack of political career. The idea was to make
George lose his temper, but he kept cool throughout the campaign. And he knew
it wasn’t right to attack Richards personally.
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George W. ran against Democrat incumbent Ann
Richards


            George
worked harder than ever, letting people know about his simple points over and
over. He knew it was important to be calm, cheerful and persistent. It worked
to his advantage, for months prior to election day, Richards’ camp became
worried. It was she who lost her temper and attacked George, calling him “Shrub,”
“Prince George” and “jerk.”


            It
was a victory for George W. Bush when he won the general election with 53.5%
against Richards’ 45.9%. CNN reported that he was the winner by the biggest
margin in Texas in 20 years. He was sworn in January 1995, becoming the first
Republican governor of Texas since 1877.


            In
1995, George worked hard to put into action his promises during his campaign.
He pushed through a tax cut and provided funding for organizations that
provided education on alcohol and drug use and abuse. He also helped to reduce
cases of domestic violence. When it came to education, Governor Bush helped
raise the salaries of teachers and improve the educational test scores.


            In
1999, Governor Bush exerted his efforts and helped Texas to become the leading
producer of wind powered electricity in the United States. He did this by
signing a law that obliges electric retailers to purchase a certain amount of
energy from renewable sources.


One
of the most challenging experiences was when Governor George W. was faced with
a difficult decision regarding a condemned prisoner, Karla Faye Tucker. She was
a teenager when she committed a gruesome murder. But while in prison, she
changed and converted to Christianity and began working to help other prisoners
change their lives.
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George W. delivering his gubernatorial victory
speech


            Tucker
was scheduled to be executed in 1998. A lot of people thought that Tucker must
be spared the death penalty for her crime because she had changed. Sixty
Minutes featured Tucker’s story, and Christian conservatives appealed to
the governor to grant a reprieve. Even Pope John Paul II wrote to the governor,
and one of George’s daughters told him she was against capital punishment.


            Despite
the campaign to save Tucker, George W. thought that the woman was guilty. He
believed that she had a fair trial and her case was reviewed completely. In
addition, he thought it would be wrong to grant her the reprieve. And so Karla
Faye Tucker was executed by lethal injection on February 3, 1998 in Huntsville.



            George
W. was criticized for his decision but he still enjoyed high approval ratings
among Texas voters. His popularity was 76% at the beginning of his 1998
campaign. In 1998, Bush was reelected, garnering a record of 69% of the vote. This
was again a first for George W. as he was the first governor in Texas to be
elected in two consecutive four-year terms. In his second term, he had high
approval ratings. He was in the forefront of promoting faith-based organizations,
whom he believed could accomplish more than government agencies.


            Even
before he was reelected as governor, he and his political adviser, Karl Rove, began
planning a presidential campaign for the year 2000. They didn’t want to
announce it to the public yet. George W. learned that he was the first choice
for the Republican nomination, and when he was reelected as governor,
speculation soared. His camp remained quiet about his plans.
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In 1999,
Bush announced his candidacy for President of the United States. He was one
among many candidates for the Republican Party presidential nomination. He had
described himself as “compassionate conservative,” believing that he could be
financially conservative in government but still help those in need. 
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George W. during a presidential campaign stop in
2000


            During
his campaign, he made known his plans to increase the size of the United States
Armed forces, improve education, cut taxes and help the minorities. By 2000, it
was just Bush and McCain. But it was clear that George had a lot going for him.
During his fund-raising, he had received $75 million for his campaign. Many
Republicans viewed him as the person who could once again pull the party
together.


            People
liked Bush because he was energetic and he liked being with people. He set
about making a change in the impression that the Republicans were the “mean”
party. He was friendly and unpretentious and many voters, not just Republicans,
liked him.


            George
W. Bush won the primary election against Senator John McCain. In the Democratic
primary elections, Vice President Al Gore won. And so the race for president in
2000 would be between George W. Bush and Al Gore.


            Gore
proved to be a tough opponent, having served in national government for more
than 20 years. He had his eyes on the presidential seat for a long time. He
studied to make himself an expert on many issues such as international trade.
On the other hand, Bush had only one public office, that of  governor of Texas.
And he surrounded himself with knowledgeable people to keep him well informed on
important issues.


            In
2000, George W. announced that Dick Cheyney, who had been a congressman from
Wyoming and as secretary of defense for President George H. W. Bush, would be
his running mate. They campaigned across the country and promoted their
platforms. 


            In
November, results came in and showed that Bush won 29 states. He won the
election with 271 electoral votes to Gore’s 266. George W. Bush was sworn in as
president on January 20, 2001. 
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Bush ran
for reelection in 2004. Ken Mehlman served as his campaign manager and Karl
Rove devised Bush’s political strategy. His platform included a strong
commitment to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, reform for the Social Security,
creation of an ownership society and support for the USA PATRIOT Act, among
others.
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In the 2004 presidential election, George W.
Bush defeated Senator John Kerry


            Bush
ran against Democratic candidates, including Massachusetts Senator John Kerry.
The Democrats criticized Bush on the Iraq War and accused him of not being able
to stimulate the economy and improve job growth. The Bush camp, on the other
hand, pointed out that Kerry would raise taxes and expand the government.


            In
November, Bush received 286 electoral votes and 50.7% of the popular vote. 
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[bookmark: _Toc324158248]Economy


In
February 2001, Bush announced that there would be a $5.6 trillion surplus over
the next ten years. Despite oppositions in Congress, Bush gathered public
support for his plan for a $1.35 trillion tax cut program. He stated that the
unspent government funds must be returned to taxpayers, saying that the surplus
is the people’s money. He added that a tax cut would stimulate the economy and
create jobs, especially since there was a threat of recession.


            There
were some who opposed the tax cuts, including Paul O’Neill, the then Treasury
Secretary. They believed that these tax cuts would contribute to budget deficits
plus they would undermine Social Security. But by 2003, there were signs of
improvement in the economy although job growth did not improve.
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The president making a statement on the economy


            While
Bush was in office, real GDP grew at an annual rate of 2.5%. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average when he began his post as president as at 10,587, the
average peaking in October 2007. When he left office, the average was at 7,949,
such a low level in his presidency.


            Unemployment
rose from 4.5% in January 2001 to 6.3% in June 2003 and then dropped to 4.5% in
July 2007. Before Bush left office, unemployment had risen to 7.2%. The poverty
rate rose from 11.3% in 2000 to 12.3% in 2006 and peaked at 12.7% in 2004. In
October 2008, the national debt rose to $11.3 trillion from $5.6 trillion in
2000 because of increases in spending. Many attributed the increase in debts
due to the “Bush tax cuts” and increased national security spending.


            The
year 2007 wasn’t particularly his best year as the nation underwent the longest
post-World War II recession. The nation experienced soaring oil prices, a
housing market correction, a mortgage crisis and declining dollar value. More
than 60,000 jobs were lost. Bush solved the problem by signing a $170 billion
economic stimulus package meant to improve the situation.


            By
September 2008, the crisis became even more serious when the government took
over Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and the Lehman Brothers collapsed. There was
also the federal bailout of American International Group for $85 billion.


            This
period in time was labeled as the worst financial crisis since the Great
Depression. Alan Greenspan, former Federal Reserve Chairman, believed that it
would have been beneficial to have added regulation over the housing market. Instead,
the president presented a financial rescue plan to buy a large portion of the
US mortgage market.


            In
the final quarter of 2008, more than half a million jobs were lost. This was
the largest loss of jobs in the country in more than 30 years. The Bureau of
Labor Statistics further reported that from September-December of the year, 1.9
million jobs were lost. And before the year 2008 closed, there were 2.6 million
jobs lost.


[bookmark: _Toc324158249]Environment


Bush was
opposed to the Kyoto Protocol, which sought to impose mandatory targets to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In May 2001, he signed an executive order
aimed to streamline energy projects. He also signed two other executive orders
to handle environmental issues.
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Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument is
home to many species of fish and other marine animals


            In
2002, Bush signed the Clear Skies Act of 2003 to amend the Clear Air Act to
reduce air pollution by using emissions trading programs. The Act was
introduced to Congress but never made it out of committee.


            While
President Bush publicly announced that he believed global warming was real, his
critics alleged that his administration misinformed the public and failed to do
something to reduce carbon emissions to deter global warming.


            Bush
also announced and promoted his Advanced Energy Initiative in 2006, meant to
increase energy development research. Also in 2006, he declared the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands a national monument. The Papahanaumokuakea Marine
National Monument itself sat on 84 million acres and is home to 7,000 species
of fish, birds and other marine animals.


            President
Bush also pushed through initiatives to reduce fossil fuel consumption and
increase the production of alternative fuel. In 2008, he lifted a ban on
offshore drilling. He said about the move,


 


“This means that the
only thing standing between the American people and these vast oil reserves is
action from the US Congress.”


 


In June
2008, he stated that the solution in the long run is in reducing demand for
oil. The Bush administration and the Congress had worked together to invest in
gas-saving technologies such as hydrogen fuel cells.  In the short run, there was
still a need for oil. This meant there was also a need to increase supply.


            Bush
also announced in 2008 that the nation would fund $2 billion for the promotion
of clean energy technologies and fighting of climate change.


[bookmark: _Toc324158250]Health and Education


Even when
he was a governor, Bush worked hard to make public schools a priority for the
state. And when he was president, he still worked hard to continue the reforms
that made a real difference for the public schools.


            He
pushed for the increase in the funding for the National Science Foundation and
National Institutes of Health during his first year. But the funding for the
NIH was cut in 2006 because of rising inflation.
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Bush signing the No Child Left Behind Act


            The
Bush administration promoted the No Child Left Behind Act which measured and
closed the performance gap between rich and poor students and sought to provide
alternatives for parents whose children attended low-performing schools. Bush
signed the Act into law in 2002. Many people believed that it was successful,
citing the fact the American students performed a lot better on state reading
and math tests since the initiative was signed into law.


            When
he was reelected, Bush signed a Medicare drug benefit program. Jan Crawford
Greenberg stated that the program led to “the greatest expansion in America’s
welfare state in forty years.” The costs rose to $7 trillion. 


            In
2007, Bush vetoed the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) which
would have expanded health care benefits to children of low-income families
from 6 to 10 million children. The SCHIP would be funded by an increase in the
cigarette tax. Bush saw the legislation as a move to socialize health care.


[bookmark: _Toc324158251]Immigration


Bush
encouraged the Congress to allow more than 12 million illegal immigrants to
work in the United States although he did not support amnesty for illegal
immigrants. Between the years 2000 and 2005, almost 8 million immigrants came
to the United States. Almost half were illegal immigrants.


            The
president also urged Congress to provide funds for border security and was
committed to deploy 6,000 National Guards troops to the Mexico-United States
border. In 2007, he supported the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007
which sought to push through a legalization program for illegal immigrants. The
bill also included a reform of the green card application process and other
measures.


            Not
all were happy about the bill. A debate followed which led to a rift within the
Republican Party. The majority of conservatives opposed it. The bill was
defeated in the Senate in June 2007.


[bookmark: _Toc324158252][bookmark: _Toc323911488]Hurricane
Katrina


Hurricane
Katrina was one of the worst natural disasters in the United States. The
hurricane formed in late August during the height of Atlantic hurricane season
and struck the north-central Gulf Coast of the United States, particularly New
Orleans.
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Bush surveying the damage caused by Hurricane
Katrina


            On
August 27, 2005, President Bush declared a state of emergency in Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama on August 28. He appointed the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to handle the
situation. Unfortunately, he failed to adequately spur the DHS and FEMA into
action.


            On
August 29, when the eye of the hurricane made landfall, New Orleans began to
flood. That same day, Bush authorized FEMA to use federal funds to assist in
the recovery effort. On September 2, the National Guards troops entered New
Orleans and Bush toured Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama and observed that
the recovery effort was not enough.


            At
the height of the disaster in New Orleans, Bush’s critics accused him of
misrepresenting his administration’s role in what turned out to be a flawed
response. The president was accused of appointing incompetent leaders to
positions of power at FEMA. Many also pointed out the limit in federal response
as a result of Iraq War and believed that Bush did not act immediately upon
warnings of floods.


            Bush
accepted responsibility for the failures in handling the emergency.



[bookmark: _Toc324158253][bookmark: _Toc323911489]Foreign Policies


While
campaigning, Bush’s foreign policy platform included the following:



 	Support
     for economic and political relationship with Latin America

 	Reduced
     involvement in “nation-building”

 	Other
     military engagements




Bush also pushed
for a national missile defense. He advocated China’s entry into the World Trade
Organization, believing that free trade was a force for the democratization in
China.


            Following
the September 11 terrorist attacks, Bush launched the War on Terror wherein the
United States military invaded Afghanistan. And in 2003, Bush launched the
invasion of Iraq as part of War on Terrorism.


            These
invasions were significant in that they toppled the Taliban regime and removed
Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq. The invasions also led to the deaths of many
Iraqis, which ranged between 400,000 to more than 1 million dead.


            When
he began his second term, President Bush set about improving the relations
between the United States and European nations. Karen Hughes, one of Bush’s
advisers, was tasked to oversee a global relations campaign. 


            In
2006, Bush visited India, leading to renewed ties between the United States and
India and to the US-India Civil Nuclear Agreement. Many supporters of Bush were
keen to point out that Bush’s visit to India and how it ended was in contrast
to former President Clinton’s stance which was handing out sanctions and
hectoring. The relations between the United States and India greatly improved
during Bush’s tenure.


[bookmark: _Toc324158254]September 11, 2001 Attacks


The
September 11, or 9/11, attacks were one of the most challenging points in
Bush’s presidency. Not just for the magnitude of the situation, but for Bush’s
apparent slow response. On that day, at about 8:48am, the first pictures of the
burning World Trade Center were shown on television. A few minutes after it was
crystal clear that the country was under terrorist attack, President Bush sat
down with a classroom of second-graders for a pre-planned photo op.


            In
the weeks following the attacks, debates sparked, mostly on the Internet, about
Bush’s actions on September 11. A journalist stated that the president was “flying
around the country like a scared child, seeking refuge in his mother’s bed
after having a nightmare” and another one said that Bush “skedaddled. ” Both
journalists were fired. 
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Bush’s chief of staff, Andrew Card, telling him
that the second plane hit the WTC


 


            Different
accounts of when Bush learned of the hijackings were written in newspapers.
Some stated that the president was told while in the motorcade but he continued
with his visit to the school. The first live reports of the event began about
8:48am, and within minutes, millions of Americans, and more people from around
the world, were aware of the situation but Bush supposedly remained unaware of
the hijackings for another 10 minutes.


            Bush
explained that his slow response or his lack thereof was a decision to appear
calm in a crisis. Critics ridiculed him for showing a blank face after learning
that a second plane hit the World Trade Center.


            In
an interview, Bush stated,


 


“My first reaction was
anger. Who the hell would do that to America? Then I immediately focused on the
children, and the contrast between the attack and the innocence of children.”


 


            He
also said that he realized a lot of people would be watching for his reaction
and so decided not to jump and leave the classroom. He “didn’t want to rattle
the kids. I wanted to project a sense of calm.”


            In
the evening, Bush delivered a speech where he stated, “Immediately following
the first attack, I implemented our government’s emergency response plans.” But
Wall Street Journal reports would show that it was the lower level officials
who activated CONPLAN (Interagency Domestic Terrorism Concept of Operations
Plan). 


            Eventually,
he announced that the country would respond to the attacks and called for
Americans to come together and provide comfort for the families of the victims.


            Three
days following the attacks, President Bush visited Ground Zero and met with
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, police officers, firefighters and volunteers. Using a
megaphone, he stood atop a heap of rubble and said,


 


“I can hear you. The
rest of the world hears you. And the people who knocked these buildings down
will hear all of us soon.”
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The president standing on a heap of rubble


Bush
delivered a speech on September 20 wherein he condemned Osama bin Ladin and Al
Qaeda. 


[bookmark: _Toc324158255]War on Terrorism


Following
the 9/11 attacks, Bush launched a global war on terrorism. The Afghan Taliban
regime wasn’t about to bring out bin Laden, so President Bush ordered the
invasion of Afghanistan. In January 29, 2002, when he delivered his State of
the Union Address, Bush stated that an “axis of evil”, which consisted of North
Korea, Iran and Iraq, was “arming to threaten the peace of the world.” 


            In
addition, the administration asserted a right to engage in preemptive war, or
preventive war, against perceived threats. This would later become the basis
for what we now know as the Bush Doctrine. Unfortunately, the War on Terror and
the doctrine of preemptive war led to weakened international and domestic
support for Bush and the United States action against Al Qaeda.


            It
was also during Bush’s tenure that allegations of abuse by US troops were put
forward by some leaders. They also called for the shutdown of Guantanamo Bay
detention camp and other related facilities. 


[bookmark: _Toc324158256]Iraq War 


In his
2002 State of the Union Address, Bush focused on Iraq, whom he said belonged to
the “axis of evil” and allied with terrorists and possessed weapons of mass
destruction. CIA reports also contained assertions that Saddam Hussein intended
to reconstitute nuclear weapons programs and that some Iraqi missiles had a
range greater than what the UN allowed.


            Following
these reports, it was circulated that the Bush administration exaggerated the
evidence and threat of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction. It became a subject
of criticism against the president.
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Bush had authorized the use of armed forces
against Iraq


            In
late 2002, Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei led UN weapons inspectors in Iraq. The
UN inspection teams were advised to depart Iraq and did so four days prior to
the US invasion. Initially, the United States sought for a UN Security Council
resolution that authorized the use of military force but later dropped the bid
when several nations opposed it. 


            The
US then prepared for war. According to Benjamin Ferencz, former chief
prosecutor of the Nuremberg Trials, President Bush and his administration could
be prosecuted for war crimes for their actions regarding pushing for war.
Leaders of nations such as Kofi Annan agreed with Ferencz.


            About
20 nations, whom the administration called the “coalition of the willing,”
joined the United States in invading Iraq, which was carried out on March 20,
2003. The invasion was aimed to remove Saddam from power. The Iraqi military
was defeated.


Bush
announced the end of combat operations in Iraq on May 1. Bush delivered his
“Mission Accomplished” speech, and the success of the operation increased his
popularity. But the United States was still facing a growing insurgency by
sectarian groups, and Bush’s “Mission Accomplished” speech was criticized as
being premature. It was too early to declare that the mission was accomplished.


            In
addition, Bush and his administration were criticized following the report of
the Iraq Survey Group which failed to locate the quantities of weapons that the
Iraq regime was believed to possess. In 2003, Bush made the following
statement:


 


“We found the weapons of
mass destruction. We found biological laboratories … And we’ll find more
weapons as time goes on. But for those who say we haven’t found the banned
manufacturing devices or banned weapons, they’re wrong, we found them.”


 


            A
year later, when his administration failed to find the WMDs in Iraq, he joked,


 


            “Those
weapons of mass destruction have got to be somewhere!”


 


But Bush
still asserted that the war was worthwhile.


            Between
the years 2004 and 2007, the situation in Iraq worsened, with some saying that
there was a full scale civil war in Iraq. Bush’s policies were particularly
criticized. He admitted that there were mistakes, but he wasn’t about to make
changes in the overall Iraq strategy.


            In
January 2007, Bush delivered his speech regarding the situation in Iraq. He
announced that there would be a surge of 21,500 more troops for Iraq and jobs
for Iraqis as well as $1.2 billion for these programs. 


            In
2008, Bush announced that American troop deaths were at the lowest – thirteen –
since the war began five years before. And due to the increased stability in
Iraq, Bush planned for the withdrawal of American forces. 


[bookmark: _Toc324158257]North Korea


North
Korea was among the three states in “axis of evil” according to Bush, who
condemned Kim Jong-il and announced that the United States “will not permit the
world’s most dangerous regimes to threaten us with the world’s most destructive
weapons.”
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North Korean tyrant Kim Jong-il


            In
2006, North Korea detonated a nuclear device, further complicating Bush’s
foreign policy which centered on “preventing the terrorists and regimes who
seek chemical, biological, or nuclear weapons from threatening the United
States and the world.” President Bush condemned North Korea’s position and stated
that North Korea would be held responsible for the transfer of nuclear weapons
by the country to other states.


            In
May 2007, North Korea agreed to shut down its nuclear reactors and on September
2, 2007, agreed to dismantle all of its nuclear programs. But in May 2009, the
country began to start its nuclear program again and threatened to attack South
Korea.


[bookmark: _Toc324158258]Afghanistan


Northern
Alliance troops arrived in Kabul on November 13, 2001. The war aimed to defeat
Taliban, drive Al Qaeda out of Afghanistan and capture Al Qaeda leaders. In
December, it was announced that the Taliban had been defeated but the war would
continue to weaken Taliban and Al Qaeda leaders.


            The
military failed to kill or capture Osama bin Laden due to lack of sufficient US
ground troops. When asked about bin Laden, Bush said that he was not at all
concerned about him, describing the Al Qaeda leader as a “person who has now
been marginalized.” It was two years after Bush left office that bin Laden was
killed by US forces. Bin Laden’s successor and the leader of the Taliban are still
at large.


[bookmark: _Toc324158259]Assassination Attempt


President
George W. Bush was the subject of an assassination attempt on May 10, 2005 when
Vladimir Arutyunian threw a live grenade to the podium where Bush was speaking
in Georgia. The hand grenade landed 65 feet from the podium but did not
detonate. Arutyunian was arrested, convicted and given a life sentence in 2006.


[bookmark: _Toc324158260]End of Tenure


Following
Barack Obama’s inauguration, George W. Bush and his family flew from Andrews
Air Force Base to Midland, Texas where a homecoming celebration awaited them.
They then returned to their ranch in Crawford. The couple purchased a home in
the Preston Hollow neighborhood of Dallas and resided there.
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In 1977
when George W. had just launched his campaign, his friend Joe O’Neill and his
wife, Jan, invited him to meet someone. The couple wanted to introduce him to
Laura Welch who used to be Jan’s roommate. She grew up in Midland and worked as
a librarian at an elementary school in Austin.


            As
it turned out, both George and Laura attended the same high school but didn’t
know each other then. Coincidently, they had lived at the Chateaux Dijon
apartments in 1970s but didn’t meet each other because Laura was on the quiet
side of the complex while George was on the rowdy side.
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George W. and Laura’s wedding


            Laura
wasn’t sure she wanted to meet George W. Bush. Although she didn’t know him
that much, she learned that he came from a political family; she had no
interest in politics. But when she met him at the O’Neills’, Laura found
herself enjoying talking with him. George made her laugh.


            George,
meanwhile, was taken with the beautiful young woman. He invited her for
miniature golf the next night. In October, George W. introduced Laura to his
family after their engagement. They didn’t want to wait too long and got
married on November 5 at the First United Methodist Church.


[bookmark: _Toc324158262]The Twins


            Laura
was carrying twins and her pregnancy was a difficult one as she suffered from
toxemia. Her doctor delivered her twins in November, earlier than her due date.
Their daughters were named Jenna Welch Bush, after Laura’s mother, and Barbara
Pierce Bush, after George’s mother.


            George
W. was a hands-on father, juggling his tiny daughters in his arms when they
cry. He would sing to them the Yale fight song: “Bulldog, bulldog, Bowwow-wow.”
And when they grew up, he would always have a great time with them. He would
change their diapers, feed them and take them for a walk in their stroller. He
would make faces or wiggle his ears to make them laugh. 


            His
twins attended the same high school and graduated in 2000. Jenna graduated from
the University of Texas at Austin and Barbara from Yale University in 2004.


[bookmark: _Toc324158263]Alcohol Abuse


Parties
weren’t lacking in alcohol, and George loved partying. Although he wasn’t an
alcoholic, he had multiple episodes of alcohol abuse prior to his marriage. On
September 4, 1976, Bush was arrested in Kennebunkport, Maine, for driving under
the influence of alcohol. He was guilty and was fined $150 and his Maine
driver’s license was suspended until 1978. 
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Bush drinking


 


            There
was also an episode prior to 1976. Three years before, George visited his
parents in Washington. He brought his younger brother Marvin with him and attended
a party and had too much to drink. While driving, he hit a neighbor’s garbage
can and drove home with it wedged under his car. His father got angry at him;
George tried to fight back, asking his father if he wanted “to go mano a mano
with me, right here?”


            In
1986, the Bushes and the O’Neills and their friends Don and Susie Evans went to
Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs to celebrate. George drank and the next
morning woke with a terrible headache. Despite the pain, he still went for his
jog that morning and realized that Laura was right. She had told him a few
times in the past to stop drinking because when he was under the influence of
alcohol, it was easy for him to lose his temper.


            So
he told Laura that he’d quit drinking and from that day on didn’t drink
alcohol. He wanted to change for his family, especially his daughters. 


            Bush
became an avid reader of “serious historical nonfiction”. When he was
president, he had read 14 Lincoln biographies and read 186 books in the last
three years of his tenure.
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George W.
Bush grew up in West Texas. That and his accent, his frequent vacations on his
Texas ranch and his love for life in the state all contributed to his American
cowboy image. Piers Morgan, editor of Daily Mirror, stated that, “I
think people look at him and think John Wayne.”


            In
May 1992, when Bush’s father was the president, Queen Elizabeth II of England
came to visit. George and Laura were invited for lunch during the queen’s stay.
The First Lady Barbara Bush told the queen that she had seated her oldest son
at the other end of the table because he might say or do the wrong things. She
added that George W. had threatened to wear his cowboy boots that evening.
Queen Elizabeth II thought it was funny.


            After
the dinner, the queen looked at George W.’s feet. He grinned, lifted his
trouser legs and showed his cowboy boots with American flags on them.


            When
he was the president, Bush enjoyed higher approval ratings. His popularity was
50% when he began his first term. That peaked after the September 11 attacks,
rising to 90%. He maintained that rating for 4 months following the attacks and
remained over 50% during most of his first term.
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Bush’s approval ratings


            In
2000 and 2004, Bush was named Person of the Year by Time magazine. The
editors award the title to those who they believe have “done the most to
influence the events of the year.” In 2004, Gallup reported that 89% of the
Republican electorate approved of the president. 


            A
survey indicated that Bush was strongly supported in the 2004 presidential
elections within the United States armed forces. 73% of military personnel
indicated that they’d vote for Bush while 18% preferred the Democrat John
Kerry. Peter Feaver, a Duke University political scientist, stated that members
of the armed services favored Bush because he was more likely than Kerry to
complete the War in Iraq.


            In
December 2004, his approval rating dipped to below the 50% mark. Afterwards,
his approval ratings steadily dropped. He was criticized for the way he handled
the Iraq War, how he responded to Hurricane Katrina and to the Abu Ghraib
prisoner abuse, and Guantanamo Bay detention camp issues. 


            In
2006, his approval ratings were at an average of 37% which was the lowest for
any second-term president since Harry S. Truman in 1951 whose approval rating
was 28%. In 2007, the Reuters poll showed that Bush had an approval rating of
24%, the lowest point in his presidency. 


            In
April 2008, Bush had the highest disapproval ratings ever in the 70-year
history of the Gallup poll for any president. Bush had a disapproval rating of
69% and an approval rating of 28%. A few months later, results from polls by
various agencies showed that Bush had an approval rating of only 19% to 34%
while his disapproval rating remained at 69%. Bush was one of the most
unpopular American presidents, second only to Richard Nixon.


            Bush
was also referred to as “the worst president ever” in editorials of newspapers
and magazines such as Harper’s Magazine, Rolling Stone and The
Washington Post. While his father was seen as having troubles with an
overarching unifying theme, Bush had larger visions with associated huge risks.
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Tony Blair
wrote in 2010 that the image of Bush as a dumb person, or president, is
“ludicrous” because Bush is in fact “very smart.” This was after the
president’s intelligence was constantly satirized by the media and other
politicians. His critics were quick to point out his linguistic errors during
his public speeches, which are called Bushisms. Check out the following
Bushisms and some other quotes that many people would say are dumb and stupid:


 


“Families
is where our nation finds hope, where wings take dream.” – As presidential
candidate, Wisconsin, 2000


 


“You’re
working hard to put food on your family.” As presidential candidate, Nashua,
N.H., 2000


 


“You teach
a child to read, and he or her will be able to pass a literacy test.” –
Townsend, Tenn., 2001


 


“I am here
to make an announcement that this Thursday, ticket counters and airplanes will
fly out of Ronald Reagan Airport.” – Washington, DC, 2001


 


“Tribal
sovereignty means that it’s sovereign. I mean, you’re a – you’ve been given
sovereignty, and you’re viewed as a sovereign entity. And therefore the
relationship between the federal government and tribes is one between sovereign
entities.” – Washington, DC, 2004


 


“I hear
there’s rumors on the Internets that we’re going to have a draft.” – presidential
debate, 2004


 


Goodbye
from the world’s biggest polluter.” – his parting words to leaders at the final
G-8 Summit, punching the air and grinning as those around him looked on in shock,
Rusutsu, Japan, 2008


 


“I just
want you to know that, when we talk about war, we’re really talking about
peace.” – Washington, DC, 2002


 


“As
yesterday’s positive report card shows, childrens do learn when standards are
high and results are measured.” – Washington, DC, 2007


 


“Too many
good docs are getting out of the business. Too many OB-GYNs aren’t able to
practice their love with women all across this country.” – Poplar Bluff, Mo.,
2004


 


“There’s
an old saying in Tennessee – I know it’s in Texas, probably in Tennessee – that
says, fool me once, shame on – shame on you. Fool me – you can’t get fooled
again.” Nashville, Tenn., 2002


 


“Our
enemies are innovative and resourceful, and so are we. They never stop thinking
about new ways to harm our country and our people, and neither do we.” –
Washington, DC, 2004


 


“You work
three jobs?...Uniquely American, isn’t it? I mean, that is fantastic that
you’re doing that.” – speaking to a divorced mother of three, Omaha, Nebraska,
2005


 


“I know
the human being and fish can coexist peacefully.” – Saginaw, Mich., 2000


 


“They
misunderestimated me.” – Bentonville, Ark., 2000


 


“One of
the things I’ve used on the Google is to pull up maps.” – 2006


 


“If the
terriers and bariffs are torn down, this economy will grow.” – 2000
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[bookmark: _Toc324778283][bookmark: _Toc324509098]Chapter 1 – The Man From
Hope


 


A boy who
grew up without a father from a place called Hope was destined to go places and
do greater things. He may have lacked a father, but he did not want for a
guiding hand growing up. He was a remarkable man even when he was young. He
showed promise for a life in office and showed interest in such even when he
was in high school where he ran for various positions.


            That
was Bill Clinton, 42nd President of the United States. Now, people
might remember him more for all the personal or political scandals that plagued
his two terms as president than for his achievements. His personal life was certainly
scrutinized more closely than his achievements as president. It is a great pity
that those scandals undermined Clinton’s successful legislatives and marred his
reputation.


            Because
Clinton was a good president. There is good proof of that. Under his
leadership, the economy was at its best in many years. Truth to tell, Clinton presided
over the longest peacetime economic expansion in the nation’s history. He was
responsible for creating more jobs for the Americans and for lowering the
deficit. His macroeconomic policies were successful in lowering inflation,
lowering unemployment, and lowering the fiscal deficit, which many presidents
before him failed to achieve in a significant way. In fact, there was a budget
surplus in the last three years of his presidency.





            Clinton
had also put into place a wide variety of legislation and programs. Some of his
policies reflect a centrist Third Way ideology to try to reconcile right-wing
and left-wing social policies. Despite having a difficult transition, Clinton
was able to do things that mattered to the everyday American.


            In
the end, it was a sex scandal that almost toppled Clinton’s presidency. Several
women came forward and alleged to have had sexual relations with him during his
presidency and even back when he was still governor. Clinton has told some
people how everyone has an addiction. He told a friend in the mid-1980s,


 


“I think we’re all
addicted to something. Some people are addicted to drugs. Some to power. Some
to food. Some to sex. We’re all addicted to something.”


 


For him,
it was sex. But throughout the ordeal, his wife, Hillary, stood by him.


            Despite
the accusations, and whether there is truth behind them or not, Clinton underwent
an impeachment process. He was found “not guilty” of perjury and obstruction of
justice. He commenced his second term with new laws and foreign policies.
Despite the scandals trailing him like a string of cans, his presidency was
considered one of the best in American history.
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[bookmark: _Toc324778285][bookmark: _Toc324509100]Life in Hope and Hot
Springs


The 42nd
President of the United States was born William Jefferson Blythe, III, on
August 19, 1946, a month earlier than scheduled, at Julia Chester Hospital in
Hope, Arkansas. This fatherless child’s birth was not unheralded. Just the day
before, there was a record heat followed by a thunderstorm that cracked all
night and ignited three fires in town.





Clinton as a baby


            The
child’s father was a traveling salesman who died in a car accident three months
prior to his birth. His mother, Virginia Dell Cassidy, took him home to Hervey
Street, to a white house where she lived with her parents, Edith and Eldridge
Cassidy, whom he would later address as “Mammaw” and “Pappaw.”


            Bill
received a rocking horse and a pair of sandals as his first gifts. Later on, he
got a silver spoon and napkin holder. He made his first political decision when
he uttered “Pappaw” as his first word. It was a safe choice, because if he had
said something that resembled “Mama,” his mother and grandmother would have
argued over which of them he referred to.


            He
was without a father, and there were two women competing for his love and
attention. Although it was Virginia who bore him and gave birth to him, it was
Edith at home who assumed control. Virginia could escape to take him to a park
or walk him in the stroller, but back home, Edith took charge of his life.
Edith would always assign times for eating and drinking, even to the point of
pushing food in his mouth if he stopped munching. She would also determine how
long he would sleep, setting a schedule for napping and waking.


            Bill’s
grandparents were like the north and south poles, a couple who contrasted each
other’s attitudes and personalities. Edith Cassidy was a force to reckon with,
respected as a private nurse in the small town. She was an ambitious woman,
temperamental, and not satisfied with just being a housewife. She particularly
didn’t like the way how her life had become after marrying her husband. 


            Her
discontent led her to teach herself nursing through a correspondence course.
Many of those who knew the family would even say that Edith was kinder to other
people than her own family, with the exception Billy when he came along. She
took her profession seriously, tending to her patients with devotion. She would
go beyond her duties to stay overnight to treat a sick patient or to travel to
Arizona and Wisconsin to nurse convalescents.


            Edith
had a sense of humor tempered by a mean streak, the latter often directed at
her daughter or husband. She had spanked Virginia for childhood mistakes, and
even when her child became a mother, Edith would still criticize or order her
around. Even her husband couldn’t escape her sharp tongue. She had a lousy
temper,  always yelling or throwing things.


 





Bill Clinton’s mother, Virginia


            Virginia’s
father, James Eldridge Cassidy, on the other hand, was a man with an easygoing,
cheerful disposition. After his father died, his relatives took him under their
wing. He didn’t go to college, but it didn’t matter to him at all. He was
friendly, treating people, and even strangers, as though they were part of the
extended clan.


            When
Eldridge moved to town, he found work as deliveryman for Southern Ice. He
initially rode a horse-drawn wagon but later on drove a refrigerated truck down
the streets. He was proud of his job which allowed him to meet many people each
day. His cheerful manner endeared him to the people in Hope. Everybody liked
him.


            In
contrast to Edith’s relationship with her daughter, Eldridge doted on Virginia,
whom he affectionately called “Ginger”. He would buy her new books for school
so that she would not be embarrassed in front of her friends, many of whom came
from affluent backgrounds. And when he couldn’t buy her an Easter dress, he
ended up crying and apologizing to his daughter. Virginia was closer to her
father, but she was an offspring whose personality was a mixture of her
parents.


            When
she was a teenager, Virginia worked as a waitress at the Checkered Café. She
was an active student at Hope High School, joining clubs and societies. She longed
for the day when she could get out of Hope.


            After
high school, Virginia studied nursing at Tri-State Hospital. Two years later,
she met Bill Blythe while working a late shift. Bill called himself that name
in Shreveport, but his family in Texas called him W.J., the initials for his
name, William Jefferson. He used other names with people with a claim to his
affections. He also used other birth dates. But Virginia didn’t care.


            When
she saw him, she forgot a boyfriend in Hope who gave her a ring four years ago
and which even then was on her finger. She would say, “Blythe was a handsome
man. But you see handsome all the time. This was some strange and powerful
attraction. Love at first sight.”


 





Bill Clinton’s father died just three months
before he was born


            Blythe
arrived at the hospital with a female companion complaining of abdominal pains.
Virginia didn’t care whether the woman was Blythe’s girlfriend. All she wanted
to know was if Blythe was married, and if not, how she could get his attention.
Blythe left but came back to ask Virginia about the ring she was wearing. She
said it was nothing, and that was the start of their romance. Blythe was so
taken by Virginia that he decided to stay in Hope and take a job instead of
going back home to Texas and enlist in the army. 


            Blythe
was a mysterious person. He had a lot of stories to tell, not all of them
necessarily true, and survived on his charm and friendliness. When Virginia
introduced him to her parents to ask their blessing for their marriage, it took
Blythe just a few minutes to win over the tough-minded Edith.


            The
couple was married in Texarkana on September 3, 1943 after having been together
for only two months. Virginia knew that it would only be five weeks before they
would be separated as Blythe would be shipped overseas. What Virginia didn’t
know was that Blythe has already married and divorced a few times before, and
that he had children as a result of those past unions. 


            And
Virginia certainly didn’t know that Blythe’s marriage to a woman named Maxine
Hamilton ended in divorce because, as the judge found, he was found “guilty of
extreme cruelty and gross neglect of duty… in that he refused to provide for
her a place to live, and within two weeks after their marriage he refused to
recognize her as his wife, that he abandoned and deserted her in Los Angeles,
California, and refused to furnish her transportation to her parents in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.”


            Virginia
didn’t ask, and Blythe didn’t tell her. In five weeks he had  gone off to war.
For months, he was in Egypt repairing heavy equipment used in the North Africa
campaign. He was also stationed in Italy, repairing jeeps and tanks.


            After
the war, Blythe returned to his wife, and they purchased a house in Chicago.
Blythe moved to their new home but Virginia stayed in Hope due to her
pregnancy. While in Chicago, Blythe resumed his job as a traveling salesman for
the Manbee Equipment Company.


            Blythe
met an accident in May 1946 on U.S. Highway 60. He lost control of his 1942
Buick when a tire blew out. He was thrown from his car to a drainage ditch but
was still alive. Ironically, he died by drowning in three feet of water after
trying unsuccessfully to pull his way out of the ditch. He was found after a
two-hour search, and his hand was holding a branch above the waterline. He was
only 28 years old.





The future president


            Soon
after Bill was born, Virginia left him with her parents while she trained in
anesthesiology in New Orleans. Bill spent the first four years of his life with
his grandparents and stayed on even after Virginia completed her training.
Despite the clashes between Edith and Eldridge, they provided a good home for
their beloved grandson. 


            But
changes took place after Virginia married Roger Clinton, a Buick dealer. He was
an alcoholic and became violent when drunk. Family life was always disrupted by
domestic violence. Bill recalled that when he was about four or five, he
remembered his stepfather screaming at his mother. The elder Clinton actually
fired a gun in the house.


            When
Bill was seven, the family moved to Hot Springs, in a small house that lacked
indoor plumbing. Roger worked as the service manager in his brother’s Buick
dealership. The Clintons were known to hang out at casinos and clubs. Virginia
developed the habit of betting on horses. The drinking and violence continued
at home, but Bill’s friends stated that they were not aware of it.


            Despite
his father’s tendency to physical violence, Bill still adopted his name.
Although he was known as “Billy Clinton” from the time they arrived in Hot
Springs, he was 15 by the time he officially changed his name. Virginia later
stated that Bill did it for his half-brother, Roger Jr., who was about to enter
school and he didn’t want people to be confused by their having different surnames.





Bill, Virginia, and Roger Jr.


            The
situation at home did not improve. When Roger Clinton was drunk, he would abuse
his wife and son, Roger Jr. When he was 14, Bill decided that he’d had enough.
He recalled that one night when Roger and Virginia were having an encounter, he
broke down the door of their bedroom and told his stepfather that he was bigger
than him now and he didn’t want such incidents to happen again.


            Eventually,
Virginia divorced Roger, then remarried him. Bill was 21 when Roger died of
cancer. 


            While
in Hot Springs, Bill attended public schools. In high school, he was an active
student and musician. He played tenor saxophone. For a while, he considered
pursuing a career in music, but that changed when he was 16. In his
autobiography My Life, he stated,


 


“Sometime in my
sixteenth year, I decided I wanted to be in public life as an elected official.
I loved music and thought I could be very good, but I knew I would never be
John Coltrane or Stan Getz. I was interested in medicine and thought I could be
a fine doctor, but I knew I would never be Michael DeBakey. But I knew I could
be great in public service.”


 


The year
1963 was significant for Bill because of two incidents that led to his decision
to become a public figure. Shortly before his senior year in high school, he
and other high school students served as Boys Nation senators to the White
House and met President John F. Kennedy. The boys spent five days in Washington
and had been playing the roles of powerful actors on the political stage. They
participated in mock debates, elections and speeches.





Clinton meets then-President John F. Kennedy


Another
notable moment was when he listened to Martin Luther King’s 1963 I Have a
Dream speech which he later memorized.
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Bill
Clinton attended the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown
University in Washington, DC twhere he had scholarships. He took a stand against
the war in Vietnam in 1966 when he was an intern for Arkansas Senator J.
William Fulbright. He avoided the draft with a student deferment. He graduated
in 1968 with a degree in Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service. 


            Bill
became a member of Alpha Phi Omega and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He also
joined the Order of DeMolay, a youth group affiliated with Freemasonry. He is a
member of the Kappa Kappa Psi honorary band fraternity.


            Bill
then won a Rhodes Scholarship to University College, Oxford. He studied
Philosophy, Politics and Economics but did not earn a degree because he left
for Yale University. He became interested in rugby union and played at Oxford
and later for the Little Rock Rugby club in Arkansas. Bill also joined protests
against the Vietnam War and helped in organizing a Moratorium event in October
1969.


            Later
on, Bill’s political opponents claimed that he avoided being drafted into the
Vietnam War during his college years by using the influence of a US Senator
whom Bill worked for as an aide. Col. Eugene Holmes, an Army officer involved
in Bill’s case, issued a notarized statement saying:


 


“I was informed by the
draft board that it was of interest to Senator Fullbright’s office that Bill
Clinton, a Rhodes Scholar, should be admitted to the ROTC program… I believe that
he purposely deceived me, using the possibility of joining the ROTC as a ploy
to work with the draft board to delay his induction and get a new draft
classification.”


            


What
Clinton did was not illegal, but it did provide fodder for criticism by conservatives
as well as a number of Vietnam vet when he ran for the presidency in 1992.


Bill
switched to Yale Law School where he earned a Juris Doctor degree in 1973.
There he met fellow law student Hillary Rodham, who was a year ahead of him, in
1971 in a library. They dated a few times but Bill didn’t wait long to propose.
About a month into the relationship he proposed, planning to put aside his
plans to coordinate the McGovern campaign for the 1972 US presidential election
so that he could move in with her in California. They got married on October
11, 1975. Their only child, Chelsea, came into the picture nearly five years
later, on February 27, 1980.





Clinton at Oxford


But
Clinton still managed to juggle his personal life and his political plans by
moving to Texas with Hillary and joining in McGovern’s effort in 1972. He had
an office on Lemmon Avenue at the campaign’s headquarters. He worked with
future mayor of Dallas, Ron Kirk, future governor of Texas, Ann Richard, and
Steven Spielberg, who was then an unknown television director.
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Bill
Clinton acted on his dream of becoming a public figure right after graduating
from Yale Law School. First, he returned to Arkansas and worked as a law
professor at the University of Arkansas. In 1974, he ran for the House of
Representatives but was defeated by the incumbent Republican John Paul
Hammerschmidt.


            Two
years later, he ran against George Jernigan and “beat the living hell” out of
him. Bill was elected Arkansas Attorney General. 





Clinton became the youngest governor of Arkansas


            Clinton
got his first taste of victory in 1978 when he won the election for Governor of
Arkansas against the Republican Lynn Lowe. At 32, he became the youngest
governor in the US. His youthful appearance earned him the nickname “Boy
Governor” which was used to refer to him during his service as governor. 


            Clinton
worked to reform Arkansas’ educational system and roads. His wife led a
successful committee on urban health care reform. But his governorship was not
without bumps along the way. He pushed for a motor vehicle tax that became
unpopular to his constituents. Another unfortunate incident was the escape of
Cuban refugees detained at Fort Chaffee in Sebastian County in 1980.


            In
September 1980, a political ad for Frank White, Republican candidate for
governor of Arkansas, indicated that Governor Clinton failed to protect
Arkansas citizens from dangerous Cuban refugees in the state. Clinton himself
believed that the association of the Cuban refugee problem with his term as
governor led to Frank White’s victory. Clinton joked that he was the youngest
ex-governor in the nation’s history.


            But
these incidents not the only thing that caused him to lose reelection. His
defeat was seen as a result of his condescending attitude toward his home
state. Clinton brought people from across the country to run the state
government. Others thought it was arrogant of him to do that. Shortly after,
Bill joined the Little Rock law firm of Wright, Lindsey and Jennings. 


In
1982, Bill decided to run for office again and won, marking an unprecedented
political feat for him. This time he was more humble and less Yankee but more
cautious. Although it was hard to accomplish much in a poor state like
Arkansas, Bill was instrumental in transforming Arkansas’ economy and improving
the educational system. It couldn’t be denied that the state still lagged
behind in economic development and educational achievement, but Arkansas now is
known to be one of the more innovative state governments.





The young couple


Bill
Clinton’s achievements as governor made him popular among the New Democrats.
From 1986 to 1987, he was Chair of the National Governors Association. In his
own state, he helped in significantly improving economic growth, creating jobs
and improving education. He also removed the sales tax from medications for
senior citizens and increased the home property-tax exemption.


In
the early 1980s, Clinton gave high priority to the reform of the Arkansas
education system. Hillary Rodham Clinton, an attorney and chair of the Legal
Services Corporation, chaired the Arkansas Education Standards Committee which
worked successfully to reform the educational system and transform it from one
of the worst to one of the best. Observers believed that this was the greatest
achievement of Clinton’s governorship.


Clinton
and the committee brought about initiating education improvement programs which
included more spending for schools, more opportunities for gifted children,
increase of teachers’ salaries and so on. What he did for the educational
system changed attitudes about the importance of a good education in the state.


Clinton
defeated Republican candidates for governor: Lower in 1978, White in 1982 and
1986, businessmen Woody Freeman of Jonesboro in 1984 and Sheffield Nelson of
Little Rock in 1990. All in all, he served as the governor of Arkansas for 10
years.
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Bill and
Hillary Clinton were embroiled in a scandal later dubbed as Whitewater. It
revolved around real estate investments they made together with their
associates, Jim and Susan McDougal in the Whitewater Development Corporation.
During the 1992 presidential campaign, a New York Times article reported
that the couple made investments and lost money in the Whitewater development
project.


            Bill
and Jim McDougal had known each other since 1968 and had made a small real
estate investment together in 1977. Bill was looking to supplement his income
of $26,500 as Arkansas Attorney General and Hillary of her income of $24,500 as
Rose Law Firm associate.





The intended site of the Whitewater Development
Corporation’s vacation homes


            In
1978, Jim offered the Clintons a proposal to join him and his wife Susan to
purchase 230 acres of undeveloped land near Flippin, Arkansas and subdivide the
site into sites for vacation homes. Jim also proposed that they could hold the
property for several years and then sell the lots at a profit.


            And
so the foursome borrowed an amount of $203,000 to buy land. They transferred ownership
of the land to the Whitewater Development Corporation in which each of them
held equal shares.


            As
it turned out, the venture failed because at a time when the interest rates
were high, prospective buyers could no longer afford to buy a vacation home. But
instead of taking a loss on the venture, the Clintons and the McDougals held
on, built a model home and hoped for better economic conditions to come around.


            In
the following years, Jim had asked the Clintons for checks for various
purposes. The Clintons believed that they were passive partners in the venture
and claimed that they didn’t know about the uses of these contributions.


            Jim
McDougal had lost his job as economic aide after Bill failed to win reelection
in 1980. He then decided to venture into banking, acquiring the Bank of
Kingston in 1980 and the Woodruff Savings & Loan in 1982. He renamed them
the Madison Bank & Trust and the Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan.


            In
1985, McDougal set up a project called Castle Grande. He had his sights on a
1,000-acre land south of Little Rock, Arkansas, and valued at about $1.75
million. McDougal couldn’t afford the price. Financial laws restricted him from
borrowing more than $600,000 from his own Savings and loan, Madison Guaranty.
He looked for help from some people who would be willing to contribute.


            One
of these was Seth Ward, an employee of Madison Guaranty, who funneled $1.15
million. To avoid investigations, the money was moved back and forth among
investors and intermediaries. Hillary Clinton, who was then an attorney with
the Rose Law Firm, provided legal services for the Castle Grande.


            Eventually,
the scheme was discovered by federal regulators in 1986 after they realized
that the necessary funds for the venture came entirely from Madison Guaranty.
In July, McDougal resigned from Madison Guaranty while Seth Ward came under
investigation. Castle Grande earned $2 million in fees and commissions but it
collapsed in 1989. Madison Guaranty also collapsed in 1989.


            Bill
and Hillary lost somewhere between $37,000 and $69,000 on their Whitewater
investment. Subsequent investigations were conducted to continue the Whitewater
investigation. Kenneth Star was appointed in 1994 to investigate the failed
venture. 


            Starr’s
investigation included a report that David Hale, key witness against Clinton,
claimed that in November 1992, the then Governor Clinton pressured him to
provide an illegal loan amounting to $300,000 to Susan McDougal. Clinton denied
Hale’s allegations, and Hillary also denied before a grand jury having forced
someone to borrow money on their behalf.


            After
extensive investigations lasting several years, fifteen individuals, including
the McDougals, were convicted of federal charges. No indictments were made
against the Clintons.



[bookmark: _Toc324778290][bookmark: _Toc324509105]1988 Democratic
Presidential Primaries


It was
widely speculated in 1987 that Clinton would run for president after then-New
York Governor Mario Cuomo declined to run and Democratic front-runner Gary Hart
withdrew after reports of marital infidelity surfaced. But Clinton decided to
continue his governorship.


            Clinton
endorsed Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis. He delivered the televised
opening night address at the 1988 Democratic National Convention. In his
speech, he presented himself as a moderate and a member of the New Democrat
wing of the Democratic Party. In 1990 and 1991, he headed the moderate
Democratic Leadership Council.
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While
still governor in 1991, Clinton believed that the country needed a leader with
a new vision. Believing that he could be that someone and that he had the
experience and the best ideas for steering the country toward a better future,
he decided to run for President. He wanted to do more: improve the health care
system and the education system and bolster the economy and create more jobs
for Americans.


            With
this message, Clinton went door to door in his campaign, usually holding town
hall meetings to answer people’s questions and appearing on talk shows.


            The
presidential candidates in 1992 were said to be one of the weakest starting
grids that the Democrats had ever chosen due to President George H. W. Bush’s
soaring approval ratings following Operation Desert Storm. The front-runners
were Bill Bradley, Jesse Jackson, Dick Gephardt, Al Gore, and Jay Rockefeller.
However, each of them withdrew early. Mario Cuomo, the most notable
front-runner of them, suddenly decided not to run in the New Hampshire primary.





Clinton running for the 1992 presidential
election


            After
the early straw polls, Bill Clinton emerged as the candidate on the rise. The
primary process was a long one. The first primary contest, the Iowa caucus,
ended with Clinton ranked third. But in January 1992, he was leading primary
contender Paul Tsongas by 16 points. 


Unfortunately,
Clinton faced allegations of an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers, a
television reporter from Little Rock, Arkansas and former night club singer, while
campaigning for the New Hampshire primary. The Clintons appeared on 60
Minutes where Clinton rebuffed the claims and denied having any
relationship with Flowers.


Another
damaging story that mudded his credibility was the notion that he had avoided
the draft so as to avoid military service in the Vietnam War. It proved
damaging to his credibility, losing almost 20 points in less than a week. Clinton
was able to redeem himself by the formation of the War Room, a documentary film
featuring Bill Clinton’s campaign during the 1992 presidential election. He
then finished second behind Tsongas.


Bill
won Georgia in the primary season and won most of the primaries. Jerry Brown
upset Tsongas in the Maryland primary and Clinton in the Connecticut primary. Clinton
strategically targeted New York City which had many delegates and won a victory
there. Clinton ended as the Democratic Party nominee.


On
June3, 1992, Bill Clinton made an appearance on The Arsenio Hall Show. He
played “Heartbreak Hotel” on the saxophone. His appearance on the show
catapulted him to popularity among both minority and young voters. It also
helped him advance in the polls ahead of President George H. W. Bush.





The first saxophone-playing president


            On
the night of the election, Clinton performed in rural areas and won Colorado,
Montana and New Mexico. He also did well in rural areas, winning Missouri,
Tennessee, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Georgia, West Virginia and Iowa. 


Clinton
was undeterred even when Bush’s approval ratings were soaring during the Gulf
War. But that was not for long in the wake of an economic recession and doubts of
whether Bush ended the Gulf War properly. Clinton attacked Bush by claiming
that the president did not do enough to help the working middle-class. Clinton
also claimed that Bush was “out of touch” with the ordinary people following a
false report by reporter Andrew Rosenthal who wrote that Bush was “astonished”
by a supermarket scanner.


Bush’s
approval ratings were also hurt when he reneged on his promise not to raise
taxes, thus alienating some members of his conservative base and losing their
support for his reelection. Two-thirds of the voters who deemed Bush’s broken
“no new taxes” promise as “very important” voted for Clinton.


            In
early 1992, another political player entered the game: Texas billionaire H.
Ross Perot. He claimed that neither the Democrats nor the Republicans could
make significant changes to eliminate the deficit and make the government more
efficient. Perot’s entrance threatened Clinton’s position as the leading
presidential candidate. In fact, the race was a dead-heat, but Clinton was able
to pull ahead. He defeated Bush in a 43% to 38% popular vote margin.


            Perot,
on the other hand, won 19% of the popular vote, a pretty impressive showing for
a third party candidate in the nation’s history. Clinton received 370 electoral
votes to Bush’s 168. Clinton became the first Democratic president in twelve
years. Clinton’s win gave Democrats full control of the United States Congress.
It was the first time one party controlled the executive and legislative
branches since the late 1970s.
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Bill Clinton was to be inaugurated on January 20, 1993, as
the 42nd President of the United States. On that day, the Clintons
arrived late at the White House. They stayed out until 2AM on January 20 and
returned to Blair House where Bill worked until 4:30AM to finalize his
inaugural speech. The incoming president and his vice president then worshipped
at the black Metropolitan AME church near the White House.





Clinton taking the oath of office as the 42nd
President of the United States


            A White House FBI agent recalled that they were
late because incoming Vice President Al Gore had found out that the West Wing
office that vice presidents usually take was going to be occupied by the first
lady. The discovery caused an uproar that network television cameras witnessed.
The cameras “recorded a glimpse of the president and first lady screaming at
each other.”


            Apparently, there were others who witnessed the
scene. A park police guard was shocked to have heard Clinton refer to his wife
as a “fucking bitch.” Hillary’s biographer Joyce Milton wrote that Hillary
“came charging out the front door calling him a ‘stupid motherfucker’ ”. She would
not give up the office space to Gore and that was that. Hillary reminded Bill that
they had a deal dating back to the campaign when she consented to stand by her
husband despite the allegations that he’d had a sexual relationship with
Gennifer Flowers.


            In spite of this, the inauguration took place
without a hitch, with about 800,000 people, mostly young and more ethnically
diverse than in previous such occasions, coming to watch the event. Shortly
after, Clinton assumed his office at the White House.



[bookmark: _Toc324778293][bookmark: _Toc324509108]A Difficult
Transition
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The transition period of the Clinton
administration in the White House was characterized by difficulties and dramas.
In particular, the president had a hard time looking for the right person to fill
the role of the United States Attorney General. He had vowed that his
administration would be one that “looked like America” and many assumed that a
woman would be appointed to one of the major cabinet posts.


            Soon enough, Clinton decided that the Attorney
General position would be filled in by a woman. Some officials reported that
Clinton considered First Lady Hillary Clinton for the position, being an
attorney, activist and professor. But anti-nepotism laws prohibited the
president from appointing his wife.





Zoe
Baird


            President Clinton chose corporate lawyer Zoe
Baird who was the senior vice president and general counsel at Aetna Life and
Casualty Company. She was little known to Clinton’s supporters, but the
president had complete confidence in her.


            Baird’s nomination came under fire after a
January 14, 1993 story in The New York Times
showed that Baird and her husband, Yale Law School professor Gewirtz, had hired
a married couple who were illegal aliens from Peru, between 1990 and 1992. The
woman was hired to be the nanny to Baird’s three-year-old son while the husband
was hired as part-time driver. The story reported that Baird had not paid Social
Security taxes for the Peruvian couple. The case was dubbed Nannygate.


            Although it was common at that time to employ
illegal aliens, it was not acceptable in Baird’s case because the Attorney
General supervises the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). It was bad
public relations, even more so after discovering that she made $500,000 a year
in her job yet only paid the Peruvian couple $250 a week. 


            The Clinton administration knew about the matter
when they vetted for Baird, but they didn’t anticipate how serious an issue it would
become. Two days after the president’s inauguration, Baird’s withdrawal from
the nomination was announced.


            President Clinton next chose Kimba Wood, a
federal judge of the United States District Court for the Southern District of
New York. Wood was not officially nominated for the post, and investigations by
the office of the White House Counsel showed that Wood had employed an illegal
immigrant as a nanny to her six-year-old son. She had hired the immigrant when
it was still legal to do so, just a few months before the enactment of the
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.


            The White House didn’t want a repetition of the Zoe
Baird case and asked Wood to withdraw, which she did on February 5.


            Other appointees had the same problems in their
household help hiring practices, and this significantly slowed down the process
of filling administration positions. A few weeks later, Janet Reno was
nominated. She was confirmed by the Senate on March 11, 1993, and became the first
female Attorney General.


            The Baird case reflected the difficulties that
Clinton faced during the transition period and his early days as president. The
Nannygate did some damage to the president politically, and that may have
contributed to his having the highest disapproval ratings at the start of his
term. 





Janet
Reno became the first female Attorney General


            Kimba Wood’s withdrawal from nomination
overshadowed the signing of the Family and Medical Leave Act on February 5. The
legislation provided that large employers must allow employees to take unpaid
leave for pregnancy or other serious medical condition. This act had bipartisan
support and was popular with the public.


[bookmark: _Toc324778295]Travelgate


            The president was also embroiled in the first
major ethics controversy of his administration when he fired seven employees of
the White House Travel Office on May 19, 1993. The controversy was dubbed Travelgate.
Many would say that Clinton’s decision to dismiss them were unwarranted because
even though the office’s employees served at the pleasure of the President and
that they could be dismissed without cause, the employees in question had been at
their posts for many years.


            The White House claimed that the firings were
done due to financial improprieties in the Travel Office operation that a brief
FBI investigation found out. On the other hand, critics of the administration
claimed that the firings were done to make way for the Clintons’ friends to
take over the travel business. They also contended that the involvement of the
FBI in the matter was unwarranted.


            Subsequent investigations took place. The White
House issued its own report on the firings, including indications of First Lady
Hillary Clinton’s involvement in the firings. The report did not mention the
extent to which President Clinton himself was embroiled.


[bookmark: _Toc324778296][bookmark: _Toc324509110]1993 World Trade Center Bombing


On
February 26, 1993, a truck bomb exploded below the North Tower of the World
Trade Center in New York. The terrorists behind the bombing used 1,336 lb of
urea nitrate-hydrogen to knock the North Tower into the South Tower and thus
bring the towers down and kill thousands of people. The North Tower did not
topple against the South Tower but the explosion killed six and injured more
than a thousand people.





Aftermath of the 1993 WTC bombing


            Clinton
responded by urging people to stay calm. He encouraged American people to “keep
your courage up and go on about your lives” and discouraged them from
overreacting to the incident.


            The
president also reported that he had put forth “the full, full resources of the
federal law enforcement agencies – all kinds of agencies, all kinds of access
to information – at the service of those who are trying to figure out who did
this and why.”


            Clinton
was criticized for being all-talk-and-no-action guy. He did not make changes in
policy to prevent future attacks. Larry Johnson, formerly with the CIA and the
State Department, stated that a Presidential Decision Directive, PDD 39, which
defined what the missions and roles of combating terrorism, sat in the National
Security Council with no action taken on it. Johnson added that no action was
taken until after the attack in Oklahoma City when Timothy McVeigh detonated a
truck bomb right outside the federal building in Oklahoma City, resulting to 168
deaths.


[bookmark: _Toc324778297][bookmark: _Toc324509111]Failed Health Care Plan


            The Clinton administration had its first
legislative defeat when a health care reform plan failed to be enacted. Before
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act was signed under President
Barack Obama, the country had no universal health care for all its citizens. 


The health care plan that President
Clinton proposed would require each US citizen and permanent resident alien to
become enrolled in a health plan but would forbid their disenrollment until
they are covered by another plan. The health care plan also provided that those
below a certain set income level were to pay nothing.


            Clinton set up the Task Force on National Health
Care Reform under the first lady’s supervision to provide a universal health
care for all Americans. Hillary Clinton’s role in the task force was
unprecedented for a first lady. The reasons varied why the president put his
wife in charge of the project. This had been among Clinton’s platforms during
the 1992 presidential campaign. On September 22, 1993, the president delivered
a speech to a joint session of Congress where he stated,


 


“Millions
of Americans are just a pink slip away from losing their health insurance, and
one serious illness away from losing all their savings. Millions more are
locked into the jobs they have now just because they or someone in their family
has once been sick and they have what is called the preexisting condition. And
on any given day, over 37 million Americans – most of them working people and
their little children – have no health insurance at all. And in spite of all
this, our medical bills are growing at over twice the rate of inflation, and
the United States spends over a third more of its income on health care than
any other nation on Earth.”


 


            The health care proposal was met with opposition
from William Kristol and his policy group Project for the Republican Future,
along with conservatives, libertarians, and the health insurance industry. They
perceived that the health care plan was bureaucratic and restrictive of patient
choice.


            There was also an extensive advertising that
criticized the plan such as the famous Harry and Louise
which depicted a middle-class couple worrying about the plan’s bureaucratic
nature. Several newspapers and television programs were doubtful about a
health-care crisis, and op-eds were written against such health care plan. And
instead of supporting the plan, some Democrats offered their own plans.


            John F. Harris, Clinton’s biographer, wrote that
the plan failed due to lack of coordination within the White House. In August
1994, Democratic Senate Majority Leader George J. Mitchell introduced a
proposal that would delay requirements of employers until 2002 and would exempt
small businesses. Unfortunately, “even with Mitchell’s bill, there were not
enough Democratic Senators behind a single proposal to pass a bill…”


            Subsequently, Mitchell announced that his
compromise plan was dead in the water.


 


            The Whitewater affair surfaced in November 1993 where
the Clintons were found innocent in the affair. By the end of November, Clinton
signed the Brady Bill into law. The bill requires background checks on
individuals wanting to purchase a firearm from a licensed dealer. The president
also expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit for low-income workers.


[bookmark: _Toc324778298][bookmark: _Toc324509112]Troopergate


In
December 1993, Arkansas state troopers Larry Patterson and Roger Perry made
allegations, in what would become known as Troopergate, that they had arranged
sexual liaisons for the president when he was still the governor of Arkansas. The
allegations were first reported by David Brock in the American Spectator and
confirmed in The Los Angeles Times.


            The
report mentioned someone named Paula in reference to Paula Jones who
later sued Clinton for sexual harassment. Brock agreed to write the article if
the four troopers that he interviewed were not paid. However, without Brock’s
knowledge, a conservative fundraiser had paid each of the troopers $6,700 after
the articles were published. 


            After
the conservative fundraiser admitted to paying the troopers, Brock made a
public apology to the president, saying that the story was written not “in the
interest of good government or serious journalism.” He also added that “the
troopers were greedy and had slimy motives.”


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778299][bookmark: _Toc324509113]“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”


“Don’t
ask, don’t tell” (DADT) was a policy targeting homosexuals serving in the
military.  Clinton implemented the directive which allowed gay men and women to
serve in the armed services provided they kept their sexuality a secret. The
directive also prohibited the military from inquiring an individual’s sexual
orientation but barred openly gay, lesbian or bisexual persons from military
service.


            The
DADT was born out of Clinton’s 1992 presidential campaign promise to allow all
citizens to serve in the military regardless of their sexual orientation. The
directive was met with opposition from many factions in the military. Comdr.
Craig Quigley, a Navy spokesman, stated that “Homosexuals are notoriously
promiscuous.”


            But
in May 1993, Gregory M. Herek, the associate research psychologist at the
University of California at Davis stated that, “The research data show that
there is nothing about lesbians and gay men that makes them inherently unfit
for military service, and there is nothing about heterosexuals that makes them
inherently unable to work and live with gay people in close quarters.” Herek
also said that, “The assumption that heterosexuals cannot overcome their
prejudices toward gay people is a mistaken one.”


            Clinton
fell under criticism from gay-rights advocates for not going far enough. They
also accused him of making his campaign promise to get votes and stated that
Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order. Clinton’s camp
argued that an executive order might potentially prompt the Senate to write the
exclusion of gays into law, thus making it harder to integrate the military in
the future. 


            In
1999, Clinton criticized how the policy was implemented. But the policy
remained controversial and was repealed in 2011.


[bookmark: _Toc324778300][bookmark: _Toc324509114]NAFTA


The North American
Free Trade Agreement was signed by the governments of Canada, Mexico and the
United States and came into force on January 1, 1994. Diplomatic negotiations
had dated back to 1986, and leaders of the three nations met on December 17,
1992 to sign the agreement. Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, Mexican
President Carlos Salinas and US President George H. W. Bush signed NAFTA. 





Clinton signing NAFTA


However,
the agreement still needed to be ratified by the three nations’ legislative or
parliamentary branch. And before the negotiations were finalized, there were
new leaders in each of the three nations. Bill Clinton came into office in the
United States, Kim Campbell became the prime minister in Canada and before the
agreement was signed into law, she was replaced by Jean Chretien.


After
Clinton introduced clauses into the agreement to protect American workers, the
House of Representatives approved NAFTA on November 17, 1993. The agreement was
supported by 132 Republicans and 102 Democrats. Clinton then signed it into law
on December 8, 1993 and was in effect on January 1, 1994. While signing the
agreement, the president stated,


 


“NAFTA means jobs. American
jobs, and good-paying American jobs. If I didn’t believe that, I wouldn’t
support this agreement.”


[bookmark: _Toc324778301][bookmark: _Toc324509115]Clintonomics


Clintonomics
was coined to refer to Bill Clinton’s economic policies during the 1990s. Jack
Godwin, an American political scientist, argued that it was more than just a
set of economic and monetary policies. The president’s approach was centered on
modernizing the federal government, thus making it more entrepreneurial and
distributing more authority to local and state governments. This entailed
making the government smaller but more flexible and better suited for the
global era.


            Clinton
began his presidency when the economy was still suffering from recession. His
supporters claimed that the economic theories he utilized to stabilize the economy
led to a strong recovery but his opponents didn’t believe it. While
campaigning, Clinton’s platform included balancing the budget, lowering
unemployment, lowering inflation and continuing the policies of free trade.


 



[bookmark: _Toc324778302]Monetary Policy


            Upon
assuming presidency, Clinton inherited the celebrated economist Alan Greenspan
as Chairman of the Federal Reserve. He appointed Alice Rivlin and Laurence
Meyer, two “moderate advocates of tight money.” Other moderates were also
appointed to the central bank. 


            The
Bureau of Labor statistics depicts the consumer price index (CPI) or
inflationary rate which determines how much money is on the market. The CPI
stabilized during the 1990s at a low rate never going beyond 5 percent during
Clinton’s presidency. Some claimed that it could be attributed to the policy of
appointing tight money proponents to the Fed’s board. This strategy may have
led to the stabilization and lowering of the rate of inflation.


            This
then led to such growth in the Dow Jones Industrial Average from 3255.99 in
January 1993 to 11500 in early 2000. Some were keen to attribute it to the
expanding of the trade deficit. Between 1996 and 2000, there was a steady
growth of the trade deficit from -100 billion dollars to an all time low of
-400 billion.


            Clinton
was “hands off” in this regard. He would only ask to tighten or loosen money
three times each in eight years in the White House. One explanation would be
that there was not much discord between the Fed and the president’s economic
advisers.



[bookmark: _Toc324778303]Regulatory Policy


The
Telecom Reform Act of February 1996 and the Food and Drug Administration
overhaul of 1997 were said to be the only laws that could be considered
deregulation. And the laws that were regulatory included the Family and Medical
Leave Act of February 1993, and The Minimum Wage Increase Act of August 1996
which raised the minimum wage and allowed states to set it higher if they
wished. 


            The
administration also passed the “California desert protection, direct lending of
educational financial aid, health insurance portability, and safe drinking
water legislation.” Clinton had also passed into law in 1999 the Financial
Services Modernization Act that allowed banks and insurance companies to merge,
thus repealing the Glass-Steagall Act that was in place since 1932.



[bookmark: _Toc324778304]Fiscal Policy


In August 1993, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1993. It aimed to cut taxes for 15 million low-income
families, make tax cuts available to 90% of small businesses and raise taxes on
the wealthiest 1.2% of taxpayers. It also mandated that the budget must be
balanced over a number of years.


President Clinton delivered his
first address on February 15 where he announced his plan to raise taxes in
order to cap the budget deficit. A few days later, he delivered an address to a
joint session of Congress and announced his economic plan which focused on
reducing deficit and not on cutting taxes for the middle class. His advisers
believed that raising taxes was better, arguing that a smaller budget deficit
reduces bond interest rates.


            The Taxpayer Relief
Act was signed in 1997 t reduce some federal taxes. The rate 28% was lowered to
20% in the top capital gains and the 15% bracket was lowered to 10%. In 1980, a
tax credit was implemented based on the number of individuals below 17 years of
age in a household. In 1998, it was $400 per child and in 1999, $500 per child.
This Act also exempted the profits on the sale of a house up to $500,000 for
married couples and $250,000 for singles from taxation.


            In addition, the Act provided that educational
savings and retirement funds be exempted from taxation. Farm and small businesses
could also be exempted for those who qualify for it. The $600,000 estate tax
exempted would increase to $1 million by 2006.


            President Clinton signed into the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 1996, fulfilling
his campaign promise of “ending welfare as we have come to know it.” The Act
aimed to reconstruct the welfare system by setting the following requirements
and effects:



 	Ending welfare as an
     entitlement program

 	Requiring recipients to work
     after two years of receiving benefits

 	Placing a limit of 5 years on
     benefits paid by federal funds

 	Encouraging two-parent families
     and discouraging out-of-wedlock births

 	Enhancing enforcement of child
     support.




 


            The Act instituted the Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families (TANF) program, becoming effective on July 1997. It replaced the
Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) program and set time limits on
welfare assistance.


            The Job Opportunities and Basic Training Program
(JOBS), along with TANF and AFDC, were organizations of the PRWORA. In 1995,
the spending was amounted to $22.6 billion. The Act was followed with the
reduction of unemployment. 


During the 1990s, under Clinton’s
leadership, these acts lifted the economy out of deficit and into a surplus in
such a way that the balanced budget and the surplus encouraged investors. It
led to an increased amount of investment, particularly in the stock market.



[bookmark: _Toc324778305]Macroeconomic Policies


When Bill Clinton began his term, he inherited from George
H. W. Bush a deficit of 4.7% of gross domestic product (GDP). The deficit was
not a high priority in Clinton’s initial macroeconomic policy, but he made its
reduction a high priority later in his term.


            In lowering the deficit, Clinton passed laws
that raised money in the US Treasury. He cut federal spending and raised taxes
for the wealthy. Clinton’s macroeconomic policy also included the lowering of
inflation rates. He attempted to keep the inflation rates low and succeeded.
His main inflation rates were at 2.3%, which were low enough compared to the
rates of Republican Presidents.


            Also, Clinton set his eyes about lowering
unemployment rates in the country. His opponents claimed that a lot of
Americans lost their jobs due to Clinton’s support of free trade. Even if this
was true, Clinton still managed to generate more jobs than were lost because
the unemployment rate during his presidency was the lowest in 30 years.


            Now what are the macroeconomic effects of
Clinton’s presidency? Remember that the president inherited a deficit of 4.7%
of GDP in 1992 but turned it into a surplus of 2.4% of GDP in 2000. He also saw
about lowering the federal spending to 18.4% of GDP in 2000 from 22.2% in 1992.
He raised taxes in 1993 but cut them in 1997.


            In terms of inflation rates, he lowered them
down to a mere 2.3% compared to other Democratic presidents whose rates were
double that of Clinton’s, and Republicans have even higher rates. The lowering
of interest rates significantly contributed to the good economic health during
Clinton’s presidency.


            Throughout his presidency, Clinton succeeded in
lowering the country’s unemployment rate. In fact, he lowered it more than
other presidents did. This low rate equates to a healthy economy. Economists
believe that unemployment rates are low in times of economic growth periods.
It’s evident that Clinton’s economic policies were effective in lifting the
economy out of recession and into growth.



[bookmark: _Toc324778306]Economic Leadership


Under Clinton’s presidency, almost 6 million jobs were
created in just the first two years in office – that meant an average of
250,000 new jobs each month. The year 1994 was particularly a good year for the
country for having the lowest combination of unemployment and inflation rates
in 25 years. He also signed into law the largest deficit reduction plan,
leading to more than $600 billion in deficit reduction. 





In addition, the Congressional
Budget Office reported that there were budget surpluses of $69 billion in 1998,
$126 billion in 1999, and $236 billion in 2000. This was the first time the
deficit was going down three years in a row since Harry Truman’s presidency.



[bookmark: _Toc324778307][bookmark: _Toc324509116]Chapter 6 – A Leader Who Delivers


Clinton ran for reelection in 196, winning and receiving
49.2% of the popular vote against Republican Bob Dole and Reform candidate Ross
Perot. Clinton became the first Democratic incumbent since Lyndon Johnson to
win election for a second term and the first Democrat since Franklin Roosevelt to
be elected President more than once. Clinton got 379 Electoral College votes
compared to 159 to that of Bob Dole.


 





The president delivering the 1997 State of the Union
address


            Clinton delivered the State of the Union address
in January 1997 where he proposed to provide coverage of up to 5 million
children. Democrat Senator Ted Kennedy and Republican Senator Orrin Hatch
partnered with Hillary Clinton in 1997 and passed the legislation forming the
State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). This was the largest health
care reform in Clinton’s presidency.


            In that same year, Hillary introduced the Adoption
and Safe Families Act; two years later, she helped pass the Foster Care
Independence Act.


            In 1998, the House voted to impeach Clinton
following the Monica Lewinsky scandal (see next Chapter), making Clinton the
second president to be be brought before impeachment proceedings. It was
alleged that Clinton had lied about his relationship with Lewinsky, a White
House intern, in a sworn deposition in the Paula Jones lawsuit. 


            There were two charges passed in the House, one
for perjury and another for obstruction of justice. Perjury was brought forward
after Clinton testified about his relationship with Lewinsky during a sexual
harassment lawsuit. The obstruction of justice charge was filed based on the
president’s actions during the investigation of that testimony.


            Clinton was acquitted of both charges. The trial
ended on February 12, 1999, with the vote 55 for not guilty over 45 for guilty.



[bookmark: _Toc324778308][bookmark: _Toc324509117]Foreign
Policy


Several military events occurred during Clinton’s years in
office and he was forced to confront numerous international conflicts. He had
to decide whether the United States should act or intercede in the conflict and
violence in Somalia, Bosnia and Haiti, among others. 


[bookmark: _Toc324778309]Africa


            Before Clinton assumed office, President George
H. W. Bush sent American soldiers to Somalia where people were dying from
starvation and civil war. The soldiers were to guard food and other supplies
from being stolen. But soldiers faced fire from armed clans, resulting in the death
of 19 soldiers in the Battle of Mogadishu. 


            Clinton, fearing anarchy as a result of
starvation of Somalians and to help US troops defend themselves, ordered an increase
in troop presence in the country. But the president faced demands for
withdrawal, and he finally relented in March 1994. Somalia was left in a state
of anarchy.


            In April 1994, the Rwandan genocide took place which
killed an estimated 500,000 to 1 million Rwandans, mostly of the Tutsi ethnic
group. The Clinton administration and the international community were aware of
the genocide, but there was no action taken. He and the United States were
heavily criticized for their non-response. Years later, he said that if he had
sent 5,000 US peacekeepers, more than 500,000 people could have been saved. He
considered the Rwandan Crisis his worst failure.


[bookmark: _Toc324778310]The Balkans


During his first term, Clinton’s foreign policy had focused
on the civil war in Bosnia and Herzegovina that declared their independence
from Yugoslavia in 1992. The declaration of independence led to a war between
Bosnian Serbs who still wanted the country to remain in the Yugoslav
federation, and Bosnian Muslim and Croats.


            Clinton had wanted to bomb Serb supply lines and
lift an embargo that prevented the shipment of military arms to the former
Yugoslavia, but European nations disagreed with him. In 1994, Clinton opposed
the proposal of Republicans in Congress to lift the arms embargo.


            Following the 2nd Markale massacre
carried out by Bosnian Serbs in August 1995,  US and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) aircraft attacked Bosnian Serbs to pressure them into a peace accord. In
late 1995, Clinton arranged the peace talks between the two parties in Dayton,
Ohio. The agreement was called the Dayton Accords.


            In 1998, ethnic tension arose in the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) when military forces responded in the Autonomous
Province of Kosovo and Metohija. The majority of residents in Kosovo, who were
Muslim and Albanians, wanted independence from Yugoslavia. The Serbs, on the
other hand, still considered Kosovo sovereign territory.


            In support of the Albanian, Clinton tried to
impose the Rambouillet Agreement and threatened the Yugoslav administration
with military strikes. In March 1999, NATO’s military forces launched the
bombardment of Yugoslavia which devastated the country. 


            In June 1999, NATO and Yugoslav leaders approved
a peace plan for Kosovo.


[bookmark: _Toc324778311]Israeli –
Palestinian Conflict


Clinton was also involved in the Middle East peace process
to arrange for a peace agreement between Israel, the Palestinians and with the
Arab governments of Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. Clinton carried out secret
negotiations between the Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestine
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat, which led to a declaration of
peace in 1993 called the Oslo Accords.





Clinton with Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat during
the Oslo Accords


            Clinton arranged the signing of the peace accord
to take place at the White House. By signing the agreement, Palestinians would
agree that they would have limited rule in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip. In July 1994, Clinton helped to arrange a historic compromise
between Israel and Jordan to end their war.


            However, the 1993 and 1995 peace accords between
Israel and Palestine failed to end the conflict in the Middle East.
Consequently,  Clinton invited Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to another peace talk on the Wye River in
October 1998. The leaders signed an agreement called the Wye River Memorandum.


            But the agreement led to an outbreak of violence
and Nentanyahu refused to surrender any more West Bank territory and made his
own demands on Palestine. The ceding of territory created problems in
Netanyahu’s coalition, and in May 1999, he was replaced by Ehud Barak as prime
minister. Meanwhile, Clinton continued to work negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinians. During his last year in office, he was close to arranging a
final peace settlement but failed to do so because of Arafat’s reluctance.


            A few days before he left office, Clinton had a
phone call with Arafat. Arafat said, “You are a great man” to which Clinton
replied, “The hell I am. I’m a colossal failure, and you made me one.”


[bookmark: _Toc324778312]Iraq


Clinton was likewise besieged by problems in Iraq. In 1993,
the president ordered a cruise missile attack on the Iraqi Intelligence
Service’s (IIS) principal command and control complex in Baghdad. It was in retaliation
for the assassination attempt by the IIS against former President George H. W.
Bush when he visited Kuwait in April. The USS Peterson
launched 14 cruise missiles while the USS Chancellorsville
launched 9. 


            Sixteen of the cruise missiles hit the target
but 3 hit a residential area, killing nine civilians and wounding a dozen. The
airstrike was condemned as a violation of international law.


            In September 1996, Clinton ordered Operation
Desert Strike where 27 cruise missiles were launched against air defense
targets in Iraq. Seventeen more missiles were launched later in the day.
Operation Desert Strike was ordered after Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
attempted to launch an offensive campaign in the Kurdish town of Arbil.


            To further weaken Hussein’s power, Clinton
signed into law the Iraq Liberation Act in October 1998. The law established a
policy of “regime change” against Iraq. Subsequently, Clinton ordered 4 days of
air attacks against military installations in Iraq after Hussein refused to
cooperate with UN inspectors.


            After the bombing, Saddam Hussein refused
further UN inspections and announced that it would shoot down Coalition
aircraft in the no-fly zones in Iraq. 


[bookmark: _Toc324778313]North Korea


The Clinton administration faced another grave problem, this
time in North Korea which aimed to create nuclear weapons and ballistic
missiles. In 1994, North Korea refused international inspectors to review two
nuclear waste sites. The inspectors wanted to know if North Korea had violated
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty when they were suspected of reprocessing
spent fuel into plutonium. Plutonium is used to manufacture nuclear weapons.





Satellite
image of North Korea’s nuclear reactor at Yongbyon


            Clinton issued warnings, but North Korea still
refused to allow inspections and even touted the prospect of going to war with
South Korea, an ally of the United States.


            The administration reached a breakthrough in
October 1994 upon reaching the 1994 Agreed Framework. North Korea finally agreed 
to close down the nuclear plants on the condition that the United States would
help the country build plants to generate electricity with light-water nuclear
reactors. The reactors were not just more efficient, but their waste could not
be used for nuclear weaponry.


            Also, the United States agreed to supply fuel
oil for electricity until the plants were built. In turn, North Korea allowed
inspection of the old waste sites upon the construction of the new plants. The
Agreed Framework kept the Yongbyon plutonium plant closed and under inspection
until 2002.  It was then that North Korea broke the agreement and restarted the
production of plutonium. 


[bookmark: _Toc324778314]Cuba


In May 1995, Clinton disclosed a controversial policy that
reversed the old policy of automatically granting asylum to Cuban refugees. There
were about 20,000 Cuban refugees detailed at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba
who were to be admitted to the United States over a period of three months. 


            To prevent a surge of refugees to the United
States, all future refugees would be returned to Cuba. As it was, the number of
refugees at Guantanamo Bay overwhelmed the facilities. Operation Safe Haven and
Opertion Safe were put into place to relieve the overcrowded camps at
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base. 


            Clinton also implemented the wet foot/dry foot
policy wherein Cuban refugees caught at sea were returned to Cuba (wet foot)
and those who made it to dry land (dry foot) were allowed to stay in the United
States. 


            In February 1996, the relations between the
United States and Cuba soured after the latter shot down two American civilian
planes. Cuba explained its position, saying that the planes violated Cuban
airspace. As a result, Clinton tightened sanctions against Cuba and
subsequently suspended charter flights from the US to Cuba.


            But in 1998 and 1999, Clinton softened his Cuban
policy. Pope John Paul urged him to lift restrictions and allow charter flights
to resume.



[bookmark: _Toc324778315][bookmark: _Toc324509118]Counterterrorism
Issues


Less than two months after Clinton took office, a car bomb
exploded in the parking garage below the North Tower of the World Trade Center.
The CIA revealed that the terrorists behind the bombing were working for Osama
bin Laden. Clinton ordered his National Security Council to punish those who
were responsible.





The
military during the Clinton administration failed to capture Bin Laden


            Finding and capturing Osama bin Laden had been an
objective of the government from Bill Clinton’s presidency to Bin Laden’s death
in 2011. Mansoor Ijaz attested that the Sudanese government offered to arrest
and extradite Bin Laden but US authorities rejected the offer. But the 9/11
Commission reported that although “former Sudanese officials claim that Sudan
offered to expel Bin Laden to the United States,” “we have not found any
reliable evidence to support the Sudanese claim.”


            In 1998, Clinton ordered military mission to
either capture or kill Bin Laden. But the missions failed.


            After the 1998 Al-Qaeda bombings of US embassies
in Africa that led to the deaths of Americans and Africans, Clinton responded
by ordering cruise missile strikes on terrorist targets in Afghanistan and
Sudan. One of the targets was a Sudanese pharmaceutical company which was
alleged to have helped Bin Laden in making chemical weapons. Another target was
Bin Laden’s training camps in Afghanistan. 


 



[bookmark: _Toc324778316][bookmark: _Toc324509119]Other
Achievements


During Clinton’s second term, he enacted the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) as the first amendment to the Copyright Act of
1976. The DMCA is a copyright law that prohibits the production and
dissemination of devices or technology and criminalizes the act of
circumventing an access control. This was considered a landmark achievement for
the recording industry.


            Bill Clinton’s last day in office was on January
21, 2001. He issued 141 pardons and 36 commutations that day. Some of these
pardons remained a subject of controversy especially after the allegations that
Hugh Rodham, Hillary’s brother, accepted payments for influencing Clinton’s
decisions regarding the pardons.


            The federal death penalty was expanded during
the Clinton administration. He was the first president since John F. Kennedy to
commute a death sentence when he commuted the death sentence of David Ronald
Chandler to life imprisonment without parole.


            Bill Clinton had the most difficult transition, but
despite the controversies and scandals surrounding his presidency, he still had
the highest approval rating. He remained a popular president throughout his two
terms and ended his presidential career with a 65% approval rating. This was
the highest approval rating for an outgoing president since Dwight D.
Eisenhower. 


            The following summarizes the laws that President
Clinton signed:


 


            February 5, 1993 – Family and Medical Leave Act
of 1993


            August 10, 1993 – Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1993       


            November 30, 1993 – Brady Handgun Violence
Prevention Act


            September 13, 1994 – Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act


            October 25, 1994 – Communications Assistance for
Law Enforcement Act


            December 19, 1995 – Lobbying Disclosure Act of
1995


            December 29, 1995 – Interstate Commerce
Commission Termination Act


            February 8, 1996 – Telecommunications Act of
1996


            April 24, 1996 – Antiterrorism and Effective
Death Penalty Act of 1996


            August 20, 1996 – Small Business Job Protection
Act of 1996


            August 21, 1996 – Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act


August
26, 1996 – Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act


            September 21, 1996 – Defense of Marriage Act


            September 26, 1996 – Mental Health Parity Act


            August 5, 1997 – Balanced Budget Act of 1997


                        Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997


            August 7, 1998 – Workforce Investment Act of
1998


            October 31, 1998 – Iraq Liberation Act


            November 3, 1998 – Securities Litigation Uniform
Standards Act


            November 12, 1999 – Gramm – Leach – Bliley Act


            December 21, 2000 – Commodity Futures
Modernization Act of 2000



[bookmark: _Toc324778317][bookmark: _Toc324509120]Chapter 7 – Catching Slick “Teflon
Bill”


After the first allegations of sexual misconduct surfaced,
Clinton’s sex life became of more interest than his career accomplishments. He
had only admitted to having extramarital relationships with Monica Lewinsky and
Gennifer Flowers.



[bookmark: _Toc324778318][bookmark: _Toc324509121]Gennifer
Flowers


Gennifer Flowers, a model, actress and TV reporter, came out
with her allegation during the 1992 presidential election campaign that she had
had a 12-year affair with Bill Clinton. Initially, Flowers denied having an
affair with Clinton, but changed her story later on.





Gennifer Flowers


            A president accused of having a relationship
with a woman not his wife was juicy news. Bill Clinton and his wife Hillary
appeared on 60 Minutes where
Bill flatly denied having a relationship with Flowers. Following this TV
appearance, Flowers called for a press conference where she played tape
recordings that she had secretly recorded of phone calls with Clinton.


            Clinton apologized to Mario Cuomo for the
derogatory remarks he said about the then-Governor of New York on the tapes.
There were also speculations at the time that taped phone conversations could
have been doctored. Clinton aides James Carville and George Stephanopoulos
supported this claim. In 2000 during an interview with journalist Tim Russert,
Stephanopoulos stated,


 


Oh,
it was absolutely his voice, but they were selectively edited in a way to – to
create some – some impression.”


 


In 1996, Gennifer Flowers appeared on The Richard Bey Show
and talked about her sexual relationship with the president. The show was
canceled the next morning, and Bey later indicated a connection between the two
consecutive events.


            In a deposition in 1998, Clinton admitted to
having a sexual encounter with Flowers. Flowers had admitted that she netted a
profit of $500,000 after publicizing her affair with Clinton to news sources
such as Penthouse.
In Clinton’s autobiography My Life,
he acknowledged that he testified under oath of having an encounter with
Flowers and claimed that it was only on one occasion in 1977. 


            Consequently, Flowers sued George
Stephanopoulos, James Carville and others in 1999 for defamation. She alleged
that they organized a campaign to discredit her.



[bookmark: _Toc324778319][bookmark: _Toc324509122]Paula
Jones


Paula Jones’ account indicated that on May 8, 1991, she was
escorted to the room of Clinton, who was then Governor of Arkansas in a hotel
in Little Rock, Arkansas. She said that she didn’t tell about the incident
until 1994 when a story in American Spectator featured
the story of an Arkansas employee named “Paula” offering to be Clinton’s
girlfriend, which would later be referred to as Troopergate,. 





Jones’ story captured national attention


 


            On May 6, 1994, Jones filed sexual harassment
against Clinton and sought $750,000 in damages.


            Arkansas State Police Trooper Danny Ferguson
served as a co-defendant in the lawsuit. David Brock, the author of the story
that appeared in American Spectator, recounted
that Ferguson told Jones that Clinton would like to meet her in his room. It
was Ferguson who escorted Jones to Clinton’s room and waited outside until
Jones stepped out. Ferguson stated that Jones told him she wouldn’t mind being
Clinton’s girlfriend. Jones denied Ferguson’s claims.


            Even before the case reached trial, Judge Susan
Webber Wright ruled that Jones could not show that she had suffered any damages
from the incident. Jones then appealed to the United States Court of Appeals
for the Eight Circuit where two of the three judges were sympathetic to her
arguments.


            In November 1998, Clinton settled with Jones for
$850,000 but without an apology in exchange for her dropping the appeal. Clinton’s
attorney maintained that Jones’ claims were baseless and that Clinton agreed to
a settlement to end the lawsuit and move on with his life.


            In April 1999, Clinton was found in contempt of
court for giving misleading testimony in the Jones case. Judge Wright ordered
him to pay $1,202 to the court and $90,000 to Jones’ lawyers for expenses
incurred as a result of his dishonest and misleading answers about his alleged
sexual affair with Monica Lewinsky. Subsequently, Clinton was stripped of his
license to practice law for five years.



[bookmark: _Toc324778320][bookmark: _Toc324509123]Monica
Lewinsky


Starting in July 1995, Lewinsky worked at the White House as
an unpaid summer intern in the office of White House Chief of Staff, Leon
Panetta. In December of that year, she was transferred to a paid position in
the White House Office of Legislative Affairs.


 





Clinton and Lewinsky, a White House intern


            According to Lewinsky, between November 1995 and
March 1997, she had about nine sexual encounters with President Bill Clinton
that involved oral sex and other sexual acts in the Oval Office. However, she
insisted that none of these acts involved sexual intercourse.


            Clinton had already been alleged of sexual
misconduct during his governorship in Arkansas, including a lawsuit filed by
former Arkansas state employee Paula Jones who accused him of sexually
harassing her. Lewinsky’s name only surfaced during the discovery phase of
Jones’ case. Jones’ lawyers wanted to show to the court a pattern of behavior
by Clinton wherein he was allegedly repeatedly becoming sexually involved with
government employees. 


            In his deposition for the Jones lawsuit, Clinton
was asked, “Have you ever had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky, as that
term is defined in Deposition Exhibit 1, as modified by the Court?” Clinton was
given a chance to review the definition, which states that “a person engages in
sexual relations when the person knowingly engages in or causes contact with
the genitalia, anus, groin, breast, inner thigh, or buttocks of any person with
an intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person.”


            Clinton then denied having sexual relations with
Lewinsky. Later on, Clinton claimed that he believed that the definition of
sexual relations in the Jones deposition excluded his receiving oral sex.


 





Clinton
initially denied having relations with Lewinsky, but later on admitted to and
apologized for having an “improper relationship” with the intern


            In April 1996, Lewinsky was transferred to The
Pentagon when her superiors deemed that she was spending too much time with the
president. Lewinsky met Linda Tripp at The Pentagon, whom she learned used to
work in the White House. Tripp became her confidante and told her about her
relationship with Clinton. As advised by Lucianne Goldberg, Tripp began
secretly recording her phone conversations with Lewinsky and encouraged
Lewinsky to document details of her relationship with the president. 


            In 1998, Lewinsky had submitted an affidavit in
the Paula Jones case that denied physical relationship with Clinton. She had
also persuaded Tripp to lie under oath in the Jones case, but Trip gave the
tapes of her conversations with Lewinsky to Independent Counsel Kenneth Star,
and the tapes supplemented his ongoing investigation to the Whitewater
controversy.


            Starr added in his investigation Lewinsky,
Clinton and others for perjury and subornation of perjury in the Jones case.
Tripp had convinced Lewinsky to keep the gifts that Clinton gave her and not to
dry clean “the blue dress” that contained Clinton’s semen. 


Clinton consistently denied, under
oath, having had a sexual affair or sexual relations with Lewinsky. The scandal
broke out in January 1998. On January 26, Clinton stated, “I did not have
sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky,” which the nation watched on
their television.


But under pressure from Starr, who
now had in him Lewinsky’s blue dress with Clinton’s semen on it, Clinton said,
“I did have a relationship with Miss Lewinsky that was not appropriate.” He
denied committing perjury, saying that the legal definition of oral sex was not
encompassed by “sex” per se.
He added that the definition of “sexual relations” presented in the Paula Jones
case did not include certain acts performed by
him.



[bookmark: _Toc324778321][bookmark: _Toc324509124]The
Other Women


In 1998, Kathleen Willey, a White House volunteer aide, alleged
that Clinton sexually assaulted her On November 29, 1993, during his first term
as president. Her statement was supported by Linda Tripp who told Newsweek’s
Michael Isikoff of seeing Willey coming out of the Oval Office in a
“disheveled” state, with “her face red and her lipstick was off.” Willey
claimed that Clinton had groped her.


            Also in 1998, Juanita Broaddrick alleged that
Clinton raped her twenty years ago. But the accusations of these women were
never brought to court after finding out that Willey gave “false information”
to the FBI and Broaddrick’s account was judged by FBI as inconclusive.


            Gennifer Flowers, Elizabeth Ward Gracen, Sally
Perdue and Dolly Kyle Browning each reported of having adulterous sexual
relations with Clinton during or before his governorship.


            Clinton was given the nickname “Teflon Bill” for
his ability to survive scandals and still maintain high approval ratings.



[bookmark: _Toc324778322][bookmark: _Toc324509125]Impeachment


Perjury charges in Clinton’s impeachment were drawn up based
on his statement that he believed that the definition of sexual relations as
agreed upon in the Jones deposition did not include his receiving oral sex.
President Clinton was impeached by the House of Representatives on December 19,
1998 on grounds of perjury and obstruction of justice. Two other charges for
impeachment failed: a second count of perjury and abuse of power. 





Clinton’s
impeachment


            The Senate trial commenced on January 7, 1999.
On February 12, the Senate voted on the articles of impeachment. Sixty-seven
votes were necessary to convict and remove Clinton from office. But the perjury
charge and the obstruction of justice charge were defeated.


            


            



[bookmark: _Toc324778323][bookmark: _Toc324509126]Chapter 8 – What The Polls Say


Bill
Clinton’s approval rating hovered in the 40s and 50s during his first term. In
his second term, his rating ranged from the high-50s to the high-60s. 


            Even
after his impeachment, Clinton’s rating was favorable. After the impeachment
proceedings in 1998 and 1999, his approval rating was at its highest point. He
finished his presidency with a 68% approval rating, matching those of Ronald
Reagan and Franklin D. Roosevelt as the highest for a departing president.


            Nearing
the end of his presidency, a CNN/USA TODAY/Gallup poll showed that 45% said
they would miss the president. 55% believed that Clinton “would have something
worthwhile to contribute and should remain active in public life” and 68% said
that Clinton would be remembered for his “involvement in personal scandal.”
When asked “Do you really think Bill Clinton is honest and trustworthy?” 58%
answered “no”. Of the respondents, 47% said they are Clinton supporters. Only
22% said that Clinton would be remembered as “below average” or “poor.”


            In
February 2007, the Gallup Organization conducted a poll where respondents were
asked to rank the greatest US presidents. Bill Clinton was ranked fourth. In
2006, a Quinnipiac University poll showed that Clinton was ranked second for
the best president since World War II, coming in behind Ronald Reagan. In the
same poll, Clinton came in third as the worst president since World War II.


            In
2006, a CNN poll showed that Clinton did a better job compared to George W.
Bush. Clinton’s approval rating of 68% from the Gallup Poll was the highest
Gallup approval rating for any outgoing postwar president. Clinton was also chosen
by respondents in the 2010 Newsmax/Zogby poll as the living former president
best equipped to deal with the problems the United States is facing today.


            Clinton’s
high approval ratings, according to authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward,
could be attributed to Clinton’s use of sound bite-ready dialogue, charisma,
and public perception-oriented campaigning. Religious conservatives also
described him as “the MTV President” after he played the saxophone on The
Arsenio Hall Show.


            Clinton
was also called “Slick Willie” by his opponents, and this name stuck throughout
his presidency. 


            In
1998, Clinton was called “the first Black president” by Nobel laureate Toni
Morrison, attesting that, “Clinton displays almost every trope of blackness:
single-parent household, born poor, working class, saxophone-playing,
McDonald’s-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas.”


 



[bookmark: _Toc324778324][bookmark: _Toc324509127]Chapter 9 – Continuing A Life of Public Service


Even after
stepping down from presidency, Bill Clinton continued to be active in public
life. He gave speeches, raised funds and founded charitable organizations.



[bookmark: _Toc324778325][bookmark: _Toc324509128]2002-2008


2002: Warned that
pre-emptive military action against Iraq would have unfavorable consequences.


2004: Established the
William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park in Little Rock, Arkansas.


            Released his
autobiography, My Life


2005: Spoke at the
United Nations Climate Change Conference wherein he criticized the Bush
administration for how it handled emission control.


            Was
appointed as head of a relief effort by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan after
the 2005 Asian tsunami





Former presidents Clinton and George H. W. Bush
worked together for humanitarian aid after the tsunami of 2004


 


            With George
H. W. Bush established the Bush-Clinton Tsunami Fund in January and the
Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund in October.


Again with Bush appeared
in a Super Bowl XXXIX pre-game show as part of the tsunami effort.


2007: Released another
book, Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World. It became a The
New York Times best seller.


            Along with
George H. W. Bush, spoke at the funeral of Boris Yeltsin.


 



[bookmark: _Toc324778326]William J. Clinton Foundation


The
Foundation was established by Bill Clinton and focused on issues of global
importance such as health security, leadership development and citizen service,
economic empowerment, and racial, ethnic and religious reconciliation. The
foundation includes the Clinton Foundation HIV and AIDS Initiative (CHAI).


            The
foundation began the Clinton Global Initiative in 2005 to address issues such
as public health and religious and ethnic conflict. The foundation joined with
Large Cities Climate Leadership Group in 2006 to improve cooperation among
cities involved. 



[bookmark: _Toc324778327][bookmark: _Toc324509129]Campaigning for Hillary


In the
2008 presidential election, Bill advocated for his wife who was a Democratic
candidate for president. He raised $10 million for her campaign through
speaking engagements and fundraisers.


 





Clinton campaigning in Pennsylvania for Hillary


            As
an ex-president, some people thought that Bill was too active on the trail, and
this might reflect badly on Hillary’s campaign against Barack Obama. Later in
the primaries, some infighting occurred between Bill and Hillary’s staff. A lot
of people thought that Bill could not rally Hillary’s supporters for Obama
after Obama won the primary.


            But
fears were allayed in August 2008 when Clinton gave a speech at the 2008
Democratic National Convention, endorsing Obama and saying that Obama was ready
to lead the nation.


            After
Hillary’s campaign, Bill continued to raise funds to help pay for her campaign
debt.



[bookmark: _Toc324778328][bookmark: _Toc324509130]Post Election


After the
2008 election, Clinton embarked on a number of diplomatic missions. It began in
2009 when he went to North Korea in behalf of Euna Lee and Laura Ling, American
journalists imprisoned in North Korea for illegally entering the country from
China. Clinton met with North Korean leader, Kim Jong-il. Subsequently, Kim
issued a pardon for the two journalists.


            Also
in 2009, Clinton was named United States Special Envoy to Haiti. In the wake of
the 2010 Haiti earthquake, President Barack Obama announced that former
presidents Clinton and George W. Bush would raise funds for Haiti’s recovery. 



[bookmark: _Toc324778329][bookmark: _Toc324509131]Some Interesting Facts


[bookmark: _Toc324778330]Inauguration
Speech
– Clinton called upon various literary contributors for his inaugural address.
The first draft was passed around and the result was said to be dismayingly bad
and got worse as the inauguration day drew closer. The speechwriters were still
working on the speech at 3:30am of the inauguration day, and Clinton spent
another hour with the draft.


            


            The
teleprompter operators at the Capitol got the copy of the speech 30 minutes
before the start of the ceremonies.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778331]White
House Website
– the Clinton administration oversaw the launching of the first official White
House website on October 21, 1994. The final version was launched in 2000.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778332]Assassination
Attempt
– Clinton was the subject of a foiled assassination in the Philippines by
terrorists working for Osama bin Laden. He was on a visit to the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum in Manila in 1996. His car was about to cross a bridge
where a bomb had been planted but was warned about it.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778333]Bubba – Clinton was nicknamed
Bubba due to his folksy manner.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778334]Women
in the Cabinet
– Clinton was the only president who appointed more women for cabinet
positions.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778335]Height – Clinton stands at 6 feet
and 2 inches, the fourth tallest president in the nation’s history.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778336]Impeachment – Clinton was only the
second president to face an impeachment trial.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778337]Saxophone – Clinton played the
saxophone in high school and was a member of a jazz trio called “Three Blind
Mice.”


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778338]The Firsts


            Clinton
became the first president to appoint a woman as Secretary of State.


            He was the
first Rhodes Scholar to become president.


            He was the
first Democratic president to win a second term since FDR.


            He was the
first president born after World War II.


            He was the
first president to send an email message.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778339]McDonald’s – Clinton became
overweight from eating at McDonald’s and it seemed as though he would lose the
1996 election so he installed a jogging track in DC.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778340]Favorites – Clinton liked peanut
butter and banana sandwich and liked mango-flavored ice cream.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778341]Military – he did not serve in
the military.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778342]High
school politics – Clinton ran for so many positions in high school that the
principal banned him from campaigning for any more offices.


 


[bookmark: _Toc324778343]Awful
beating
– Clinton recalled that he was attacked by a sheep when he was eight. He
considered it “the most awfullest beating I ever took.”



[bookmark: _Toc324778344][bookmark: _Toc324509132]Recommended Resources


 


Get
Free Books


 


Booko's Book Club – Tons of FREE Books To
Download


 


Want free
books? Get them here. From romance novels to mysteries, and from thrillers to
literary masterpieces, you can get access to thousands of great books here –
all for free. Plus, you can uncover a whole wealth of non-fiction books, from
self-help to technical and beyond. 


 


Need
Cash to Buy Books? Get Some Here...


 


GoFreelance – Thousands of Home-Based Jobs


 


One of the
most popular jobs resources on the Internet today, GoFreelance gives you access
to thousands of home-based jobs and projects you can start today. 


 


SurveyCashfromHome – Get Paid To Fill in
Simple Forms


 


Yes, you
really can get paid to fill in simple forms from home! This site shows you how
to get paid $10 to $100 for completing online surveys from the comfort of your
own home.
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