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      BOOK I: The Words of Public Teaching
    

    
       
    

    
      1 The opening proclamation
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the good news.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      2 The opening statement of mission and of His place in Scripture
    

    
      Jesus, when He was asked to read from the book of Isaiah in Sabbath services, opened to the words, ‘‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,’’ and said to those gathered there, ‘‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.
    

    
      ‘‘Doubtless you will quote to me this saying, ‘Physi-cian, heal yourself; what we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here also in your own country.’ But truly I say to you that no prophet is without honor except in his own country. For consider, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up for three years and six months, when there came a great famine over all the land. Now, Elijah was sent to none of them except to Zarephath in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And there were likewise many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, but none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      3 The relationship between Father and Son, and with Their work
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘I tell you most emphatically that the Son can do nothing of himself, but only what he sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son does in like manner. The Father loves the Son and shows him all things that He himself is doing; and He will show him greater works than these, so that you may marvel.
    

    
      ‘‘Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he wishes. The Father judges no man or woman, but rather has given all judgment over to the Son, in order that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes in Him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. I do not judge anyone who hears my words and yet does not keep them, for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. Anyone who rejects me and does not receive my words already has a judge; on the last day, the words I have spoken will serve as judge. For I have not spoken on my own, but the Father has given me a commandment about what to say and what to speak, and I know His commandment is eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has spoken. ‘‘I tell you in truth that the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live; for as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son also to have life in Himself; and He has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and will come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.
    

    
      ‘‘I myself, of myself, can do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is fair, because I do not seek to do my own will, but the will of Him who sent me. If I testify about myself, then my testimony is not true. But there is another who bears witness to me, and I know that his witness about me is true. You have sent messengers to John, and he has testified to the truth. Yet I do not receive affirmation from man, but rather, I say these things so that you may be saved. John was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works that the Father has given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. And the Father who sent me has Himself testified on my behalf. You have neither heard His voice nor seen His form, and you do not have His word abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom He has sent. You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life, and these are they that testify of me; yet you are unwilling to come to me that you might have life.
    

    
      ‘‘I do not receive honor from men; but I know that you do not have the love of God in you. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but if another comes in his own name, him you will accept. How can you believe when you accept honor from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father! Your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      4 The Blessings and the Beatitudes
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness now, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh and be comforted. Blessed are you who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and exclude you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice in that day! Leap for joy and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so their fathers persecuted the prophets who were before you.
    

    
      ‘‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.
    

    
      ‘‘But I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those who persecute you.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      5 The description of those who can follow Him
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘You are the salt of the earth. Salt is good, and every one will be salted with fire. But if the salt has lost its savor, how can it become salty again? Indeed, it is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out, trampled down, walked on. Let him who has ears, listen: Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.
    

    
      ‘‘You are the light of the world. A city set upon a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket or under a bed, but rather on a lamp stand and it gives light to all the house. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven. For there is nothing hidden, except to be made manifest, nor is anything secret, except that it may be made known and come into the light. If any man has ears to hear, let him hear.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      6 The place of the Law in His Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one jot or tittle will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Indeed, it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one iota of the law to become null and void. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men to do so shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      7 The correct interpretation of the Law and its application
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with another shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults another shall be in danger of the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be liable to hellfire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that someone has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go first and be reconciled with your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      8 New ways of living and being for citizens of His domain
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks at another lustfully has already committed adultery in his or her heart. So if your right eye causes you to sin, pull it out and throw it away. It is better to lose one part of yourself, better for you to enter life with one eye and maimed than with two eyes to have your whole body thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better to lose that one part of your body, better for you to enter life with one hand and maimed than to have two hands and have the whole of you to be thrown into eternal fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and be thrown into the abyss where the worm does not die and the fire is never quenched.
    

    
      ‘‘Why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? As you are on your way to go before the magistrate, make friends quickly with your adversary lest he or she hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the authorities, and you end up in jail; for truly I say to you that you will not escape from there until you have paid out your last penny.
    

    
      ‘‘And again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord whatever it is you have sworn.’ But I say to you do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, nor by the earth, for it is His footstool, nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your own head, for you cannot make one hair on it white or black. But let your yes be yes and your no simply no. Anything more than that comes from the evil one.
    

    
      ‘‘You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you do not resist evil. If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, offer to him the other as well; and if anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And with whoever is compelling you to go a mile, go two. Give to every one who begs from you; don’t turn away from someone who is seeking to borrow from you; and from anyone who has taken your property, do not ask for its return.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      9 First public statement on the place of love in human conduct
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘You have heard that it was said, ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to those of you hearing me, Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who mistreat, spitefully use, or even persecute you, that you may be sons and daughters of your Father in heaven; for He makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends His rain on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward or credit should you have from that? Don’t even the tax collectors do that? Don’t even sinners love those who love them? And if you greet your friends only and if you do good only to them, what are you doing any different-ly from what others also do? And if you lend only to those from whom you expect to receive a return, what praise is there for you in that? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive as much again. Indeed, lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons and daughters of the Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Yes, be merciful and compassionate even as your Father is merciful and compassionate. You, therefore, shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      10 First instruction specifically on religious practice
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Beware of doing good deeds in front of other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. In the same way, when you give alms and charitable gifts, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and public streets so that they will be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have their reward. But when you give alms, don’t even let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your good deeds may be secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
    

    
      ‘‘And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners in order that they may be seen by other people. Truly I say to you that they have their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
    

    
      ‘‘And in praying, do not heap up empty repetitions as Gentiles do, because they think they will be heard for their many words. Don’t be like them in that, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
    

    
      ‘‘Pray, therefore, in this way: ‘Our Father in heaven, may your name be hallowed. May your kingdom come and your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us each day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, for we ourselves for-give those indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, but rescue us from the evil one; for yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
    

    
      ‘‘For if you do forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
    

    
      ‘‘Now then, when you fast, do not look dismal like hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces in order to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by other people but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father, who is the one who sees in secret, will reward you.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      11 Instruction about the role of looking and seeing in the lives of the faithful
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light; but when your eye is unhealthy, your whole body is full of darkness. Be careful, therefore, lest the light in you be darkness.
    

    
      ‘‘Now if the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! But if your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      12 First instruction on wealth and the spiritual dangers of possessions
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but sell your possessions and give alms, thereby both providing yourselves with purses that do not grow old and also storing up for yourselves treasures in heaven that will not fail, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves cannot break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
    

    
      ‘‘No one can serve two masters; for either he will either hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      13 First recorded parable—a teaching about wealth and possessions
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘The land of a rich man had yielded an abundance, and he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no room left to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be demanded of you. And then these things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      14 Temporal anxiety as a spiritual and religious danger
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘I tell you, therefore, not to be anxious about your life, what you shall eat, or about your body, what you shall wear. For life is more than food and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens and all the other birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And which one of you by worrying can add even a day to your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about what you shall wear or any of the rest of it?
    

    
      ‘‘Consider the lilies of the fields, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of them. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith!
    

    
      ‘‘So do not be worried, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ and do not be of anxious mind. It is the nations of the world that seek after all these things, but your Father already knows that you need them. Therefore do not be concerned about tomorrow; tomorrow will be concerned with its own affairs. Let each day’s troubles be sufficient for that day. Do not be fearful, little flock, for it is the Father’s pleasure to give you the kingdom. Strive, therefore, for God’s kingdom, and these things will be given you as well.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      15 The dangers of judgmentalism in human affairs
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you; for with the judgment you pronounce, you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get back.
    

    
      ‘‘Pay attention to what and how you hear; the mea-sure you give will be the measure you receive, and still more abundance will be given you. For to those who have, more will be given; and from those who have nothing, even what they think they have will be taken away.
    

    
      ‘‘Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’ when you do not even see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly enough to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      16 Counterbalancing admonition about discernment
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw pearls before swine, because they will trample them under foot and then turn and maul you.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      17 The first promise
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.
    

    
      ‘‘Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake? Or for an egg, will instead give a scorpion? If you then, who are villainous, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      18 The summary of the Law and the Tradition
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘As you wish others to do to you, so do you to them; for this is the law and the prophets.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      19 Concerning the winnowing of the righteous from the unrighteous
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Enter through the narrow gate and strive to enter the narrow door; for the gate is wide and the path is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. But the door is narrow and the pathway is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it. Indeed, many, I tell you, will seek to enter and not be able.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      20 The proper method for assessing religious leaders
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits.
    

    
      ‘‘Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from a bramble bush? Likewise, a good tree bears good fruit, but every bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit; and every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. In the same way, a good person out of the good treasure of his or her heart produces good, and the evil person out of his or her evil treasure produces evil; for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. Thus you will know them by their fruits.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      21 The primacy of the Father’s will over all religious forms
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
    

    
      ‘‘On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in your name?’ Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; I do not know where you come from. Go away from me, you evildoers, and depart from me, all you workers of iniquity.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      22 A parable about enacted and embodied faith
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Everyone then who comes to me and hears these words of mine and acts on them, I will show you what he or she is like. That person will be like a wise one who, building a house, dug deep and laid the foundation upon solid rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, and the streams broke against it; but it could not be shaken. It did not fall, because it had been founded on rock.
    

    
      ‘‘And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish person who built a house on sand and ground without a foundation. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and the streams broke against it; and it immediately fell. Great was the ruin of that house and great was its fall!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      23 John the Baptizer as fulfillment of prophecy
    

    
      Jesus, in speaking to the Pharisees about John the Bap-tizer, said, ‘‘You are those who justify yourselves in front of other people, but God knows your hearts. For what is honored among humankind is abomination in God’s sight.
    

    
      ‘‘What, then, did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed blown about by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in elegant clothes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in the palaces of kings. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: ‘See, I am sending my mes-senger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’
    

    
      ‘‘Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptizer; yet the least person in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. ‘‘The law and the prophets were until John. Since then, the good news of the Kingdom of God is preached; but from the days of John the Baptizer until now, the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophe-sied until John came; and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.
    

    
      
        ‘‘Let anyone with ears listen:
        

        But to what will I compare this generation?
        

        They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
        

        ‘We piped for you, and you did not dance;
        

        we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
      
    

    
      ‘‘For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her offspring and her deeds.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      24 The call to rest in submission
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      25 The role of words in the soul’s life and eternity
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good things when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person brings good things out of a good treasure of his heart, and the evil person brings evil things out of an evil treasure; for out of the abundance of one’s heart does he or she speak. I tell you, on the day of judgment you will have to give an account for every careless word you utter; for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      26 The first prophecy concerning death and Resurrection
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘It is an evil and adulterous generation that asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah became a sign to the men of Ninevah, so will the Son of Man be to this generation; just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here! The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      27 Concerning occupation by unclean spirits
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a place to be at rest, but it finds none. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ When it comes back, it finds that spot empty, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings in seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first. So will it be also with this evil generation.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      28 The proper definition of family
    

    
      Jesus, upon being told that His mother and siblings were in the crowd and desired His attention, said, ‘‘Who are my mother and my brothers? These with me are my mother and my brothers! My mother and my brother are those who hear the word of God and do it. And whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, and sister, and mother.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      29 The parable of the sower and the seed
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some of the seeds fell on the path, and birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where there was not much soil, and they sprang up quickly, because they had no depth of soil. But as soon as the sun rose, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      30 Teaching the crowds at Capernaum
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the crowds that had followed Him to Capernaum, said, ‘‘I tell you that you are looking for me, not because you saw signs but because you got your fill of bread to eat. Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is he on whom God the Father has set His seal.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they asked Him how they could do the work of God, said, ‘‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom He has sent.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the crowd asked Him for a sign of His authenticity and cited Moses’ having given manna from heaven as a sign of his authority, said, ‘‘Believe me when I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the people then asked Him to give them such bread, said, ‘‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I have already said to you that you have seen me and yet believe not. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, to do not my own will but the will of Him who sent me. And this is the will of the Father who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that He has given me but should raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the crowd was scandalized by His words and claims, said, ‘‘Do not murmur among yourselves. No one can come to me unless he or she is drawn by the Father Who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone, therefore, who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life.
    

    
      ‘‘I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he or she will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the crowds disputed among themselves about His meaning, said, ‘‘Verily, verily, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is food indeed and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood live in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father has sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your fathers and mothers ate, and died. But the one who eats this bread shall live for-ever.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      31 On religiosity as a rejection of God
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the Pharisees and scribes, said, ‘‘And why do you break the law of God for the sake of your tradition? Indeed, you have a fine way of rejecting the commandments of God in order to keep your own traditional rules, which you hand on. God said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ But you say that whenever one says to father or to mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban, that is, given to God as an offering,’ then that person need not honor either father or mother. So, for the sake of your tradition, which you have handed down, you render void the word of God, and many other such things you do. You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you when he said:
    

    
      
        ‘This people honors me with their lips,
        

        but their hearts are far from me;
        

        in vain do they worship me,
        

        teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ ’’
      
    

    
       
    

    
      32 The source of personal defilement
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Hear me, all of you, and understand: There is nothing outside a person’s mouth that by going in can defile, but the things that come out of a person are what defile.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      33 Assertion of His divine commission
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘My teaching is not mine but His Who sent me. If anyone resolves to do the will of God, he or she will know whether it is from God or whether I am speaking on my own. Anyone who speaks on his own seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there is no unrighteousness in him. ‘‘Did Moses not give you the law? Yet not one of you keeps it. Why are you looking for an opportunity to kill me? I performed one work, and all of you are astonish-ed. Moses gave you circumcision (it is, of course, not from Moses but from the patriarchs), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath in order that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because I healed a man’s whole body on the Sabbath? Do not judge by appearances, but judge with righteous judgment.
    

    
      ‘‘You know me, and you know where I am from. I have not come of my own self. But the one who sent me is true, and you do not know Him. I know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent me. I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I am going to Him who sent me. You will search for me but you will not find me; and where I am you cannot come.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      34 On judging the sins of others
    

    
      Jesus, when they brought to Him a woman caught in adultery and asked if they should stone her according to the Law, said, ‘‘Let him who is without sin cast the first stone.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they had all one by one left, said, ‘‘Woman, where are your accusers? Has no one condemned you?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when she told Him that none had accused her, said, ‘‘Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      35 The assertion of His primal and fundamental nature
    

    
      Jesus, to the crowd gathered around Him in the Treasury of the Temple, said, ‘‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me shall not walk in darkness but will have the light of life. The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness will not overtake you.
    

    
      ‘‘Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is true because I know where I have come from and where I am going, but you do not know where I came from or where I am going. You judge according to human standards; I judge no one. And yet, if I do judge, my judgment is true, for I am not alone, but I am with the Father Who sent me. In your law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. I am one who bears witness of myself, and the Father Who sent me bears witness to me. You know neither me nor my Father. If you had known me, you would have known the Father also.
    

    
      ‘‘I am going away, and you will look for me, but you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come. You are from beneath and I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world. This is why I say to you that you shall die in your sins: if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the people then asked Him who He really was, said, ‘‘Just what I have been telling you from the beginning! I have a great deal to say and to condemn concerning you; but the one who sent me is true, and I declare to the world those things I have heard from Him. ‘‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I am He, and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak these things as the Father has instructed me. And the One Who sent me is with me; He has not left me alone, for I always do what is pleasing to Him.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      36 The assertion of ‘‘I Am’’
    

    
      Jesus, when some accused Him of being a Gentile and having a demon, said, ‘‘I have no demon; rather, I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks and is the judge. Believe me when I tell you that whoever keeps my word will never see death.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when His listeners answered that Abraham and the prophets died and asked if He were greater, said, ‘‘If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, He of whom you say, ‘He is our God,’ though you do not know Him. But I know Him. If I were to say that I do not know Him, I would be a liar like you. But I do know Him and I keep His word. Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it and was glad.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the people jeered by saying, ‘‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?’’ said, ‘‘Before Abraham was, I am.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      37 His role as self-sacrificing shepherd and doorway
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Truly I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs over by some other way is a thief and a robber. But the one who enters through the door is the shepherd of the sheep. The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he brings out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger but will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.
    

    
      ‘‘Most earnestly I tell you, I am the door for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
    

    
      ‘‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. But one who is a hired hand and not the shepherd and who does not own the sheep sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand flees because he is a hired hand and cares not at all for the sheep. I am the good shepherd and know my sheep and am known by them. Just as the Father knows me, so I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.
    

    
      ‘‘I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice; and there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order that I might take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. This command I have received from my Father.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      38 The importance to Heaven of every repentant convert
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘The Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. Now what do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray until he finds it? And once he has found it, he lays it across his shoulders and, I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. And when he gets home, he calls all of his friends and neighbors together and says to them, ‘Come, rejoice with me, because I have found my sheep that was lost.’
    

    
      ‘‘Just so, it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost; and there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous folk who need no repentance. ‘‘Or what woman who has ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light the lamp, sweep the house, and search diligently until she finds it? Then, once she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’
    

    
      ‘‘Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      39 Second summary of the Law and the Tradition
    

    
      Jesus, having been asked by one of the scribes which was the first and greatest of the commandments, said, ‘‘The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first and greatest commandment, and a second is like unto it.
    

    
      ‘‘The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two hang all the law and the prophets.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the scribe agreed with Him before the people, said, ‘‘You are not far from the Kingdom of God.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      40 The salvific role of the Law
    

    
      Jesus, upon being asked by a lawyer in the crowd what he must do to gain eternal life, said, ‘‘What is written in the law? How do you read it?’’
    

    
      Jesus, as soon as the lawyer had answered, ‘‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself,’’ said, ‘‘You have answered right. Do this, and you will live.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      41 The parable of the good Gentile
    

    
      Jesus, having been asked by a lawyer to define who one’s ‘‘neighbor’’ is, said, ‘‘A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him of his clothes, beat him, and then went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest came down that same road; and when he saw the wounded man, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he came to the place where the man was and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, while he was traveling that road, came near the victim; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. Then he put the wounded man on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the following day, the Samaritan took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come back, I will repay you.’
    

    
      ‘‘Now, which of these three men, do you think, was a neighbor to the one who fell into the hands of the robbers?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when his interrogator answered, ‘‘The one who showed him mercy,’’ said, ‘‘Go and do likewise.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      42 On forgiveness
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Whenever you stand praying, forgive any-thing you have held against another; so that your Father who is in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      43 On persistence in prayer
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Which of you has a friend and shall go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him’; and the householder will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything’?
    

    
      ‘‘But I tell you, even though the second householder will not get up and give the man anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence the landlord will get up and give him as much as he needs.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      44 On the relative importance of blood ties
    

    
      Jesus, when a woman in the crowd cried out, ‘‘Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts that suckled you!’’ turned to her and said, ‘‘Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      45 Concerning those who are clergy and professional functionaries of established religion
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the crowds and to His disciples, said, ‘‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat. What-ever they teach you, follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi.
    

    
      ‘‘But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted. ‘‘But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
    

    
      For you lock people out of the kingdom of heaven. For you do not go in yourselves, and when others are going in, you stop them.
    

    
      ‘‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to make a single convert, and you make the new convert twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.
    

    
      ‘‘Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Who-ever swears by the sanctuary is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gold of the sanctuary is bound by the oath.’ You blind and foolish men! Which is greater, the gold or the holy place that has made the gold sacred? And you say, ‘Whoever swears by the altar is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gift that is on the altar is bound by the oath.’ How blind you are! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? Whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it; and whoever swears by the sanctuary swears by it and by the one who dwells in it; and whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by the one who is seated upon it.
    

    
      ‘‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and rue, dill and cumin and all manner of herbs, yet you have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy, faith and the love of God. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!
    

    
      ‘‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, blind hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. O foolish Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so that the outside also may become clean.
    

    
      ‘‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, blind hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful but inside are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth. So you also on the outside look righteous to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He was interrupted by a lawyer, said, ‘‘Woe to you lawyers also! For you too load people down with burdens hard to bear and then do not yourselves touch those burdens with so much as a finger.’’
    

    
      Jesus, returning to His prior teaching, said, ‘‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, blind hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous, and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you testify against yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your ancestors.
    

    
      ‘‘You snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you escape being sentenced to hell?
    

    
      ‘‘Therefore the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send you prophets and sages, apostles and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town, so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.
    

    
      ‘‘And yes, woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      46 Concerning discernment instead of signs
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fine weather tomorrow, because the sky is red.’ And in the morning, you say, ‘It will storm today, because the sky is red and threatening.’ You see a cloud rising in the west, and immediately you say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. And when you perceive the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, why do you not know how to interpret the present time?
    

    
      ‘‘A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after signs, and no sign shall be given it, except the sign of the prophet Jonah.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      47 Human vulnerability and the call to repentance
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by the crowd if some Galileans whom Pilate had slaughtered were worse sinners than all other Galileans, said, ‘‘Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered such things? No, but I tell you: unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, but I tell you, unless you repent, you all will perish just as they did.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      48 The power of petition
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; but when he came looking for fruit on it and found none, he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look here now! For three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be using up space and wasting it?’ But the vinedresser answered, ‘Sir, let it alone this year, until I can dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, then you can cut it down.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      49 The testimony of His objective acts
    

    
      Jesus, when the crowd took up stones to stone Him, said, ‘‘I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these are you going to stone me?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they answered that it was because He was claiming to be God that were going to stone Him, said, ‘‘Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, ‘‘You are gods’’ ’? If He called those to whom the word of God came ‘gods’—and the scripture cannot be denied—how is it you can say that the one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me. But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and believe that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      50 The end of Time
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘When, once the Master of the house has gotten up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside knocking at the door and saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you or where you come from.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you evildoers!’
    

    
      ‘‘There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets inside the Kingdom of God, and you yourselves are cast out. I tell you, many will come from east and west, from north and south, and will sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of God, while the sons of the kingdom will be exiled into the outer darkness where men and women will weep and gnash their teeth. Indeed, many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      51 Prophecy of the Triumphal Entry
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘O, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! See, your house is desolate and forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me again until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      52 The place of government in the believer’s life
    

    
      Jesus, when the Pharisees tried to trick Him by asking whether or not it was legal to pay taxes to Caesar, said, ‘‘Why do you put me to the test, you hypocrites? Bring me the coin for paying the tax and let me look at it.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they had brought Him a tax token, said, ‘‘Whose image and inscription are these?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they told Him Caesar’s, said, ‘‘Why then, render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      53 The cost of choosing to join the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Who among you, if he is intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough resources to complete it? If he did not do so, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, everyone who sees it will begin to laugh at him, ‘Look here. This poor fellow began to build but was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand soldiers to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So likewise, whoever of you does not give up all his or her possessions cannot be my disciple.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      54 The parable of the prodigal son
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. Not many days later the younger son gathered all he had, journeyed to a far country, and there squandered his wealth in dissolute living. But when he had spent everything, there came a severe famine in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.
    

    
      ‘‘But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I am perishing of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired servants.’’ ’ So he arose and went to his father.
    

    
      ‘‘But while he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion and ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him; and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
    

    
      ‘‘Now, the elder son was in the field; and as he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. The servant replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he received him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and would not go in. So, his father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me a young goat that I might make merry with my friends. But as soon as this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. But it is right that we should celebrate and rejoice, for this your brother was dead and is alive again, was lost and now is found.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      55 The story of the rich man in Hell
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘There was a certain rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And there was a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores, who was laid at his gate, longing to be fed with whatever crumbs fell from the rich man’s table; moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores. So it happened that the beggar died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And in Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham afar off and with Lazarus by his side. He cried out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded even if someone were to rise from the dead.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      56 The assertion of Now
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘The Kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, ‘See, here it is!’ or ‘Look, there it is!’ For, behold, the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      57 The definition of prayer that is heard and received
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tithe of all I have.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even so much as raise his eyes up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      58 On marriage, divorce, and celibacy
    

    
      Jesus, having been asked by the Pharisees whether it was lawful to divorce one’s wife for any cause, said, ‘‘What did Moses command you? Have you not read that from the beginning of creation itself, the one who made them ‘made them male and female’? For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. What, therefore, God has joined together, let no one pull asunder.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they asked Him why Moses had then allowed divorce, said, ‘‘It was because you were so hardhearted that Moses allowed you to set aside your wives and give them writs of divorce, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for reasons of sexual immoral-ity, causes her to commit adultery. And whoever marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery. And whoever, having divorced his wife, marries another commits adultery against her. And if a woman divorces her husband and marries someone else, she commits adultery.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by His disciples if it were not better then not to marry, said, ‘‘Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      59 The cleansing of the Temple
    

    
      Jesus, as He was driving the money changers out of the Temple, said, ‘‘Take all this out of here! Do not make my Father’s house a place of goods and merchandise! It is written: ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you have made it a den of thieves.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      60 The prophecy of the Resurrection
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by the crowds what sign He might show them, said, ‘‘Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      61 A reprimand to the established clergy
    

    
      Jesus, when the priests and scribes became angry that the crowds were glorifying Him, turned to them and said, ‘‘Have you never read what is written: ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing children you have perfected praise’?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      62 Exposing the weakness of arguing from doctrine
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by the Pharisees to state the authority by which He taught, said, ‘‘I will also ask you a question. Tell me now, the baptism of John, was it from heaven or from men? Answer me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the Pharisees were unable to answer Him, said, ‘‘Then neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      63 Condemnation of the socially righteous
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go work in the vineyard today.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not’; but later he repented and went. The father went to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they answered ‘‘The first,’’ turned to them and said, ‘‘Truly I tell you, that the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the Kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and you, even after you had seen it, did not repent so that you might believe in him.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      64 His role as ‘‘the stone rejected by the builders’’
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Listen to another parable. There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a place for the wine vat, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it out to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized the servants and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Then he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Having yet one son, his beloved, he last of all sent the young man to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and steal his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the people answered Him that the owner will kill the tenants and give the vineyard’s care over to new tenants, said, ‘‘Yes, he will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. What is it then that is written? Have you never read in the scriptures, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
    

    
      ‘‘Therefore I tell you, the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. And whoever shall fall on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      65 The eternal life of the worthy
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by the Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection, about marriage in the after-life, said, ‘‘Is not this the reason you are wrong, because you do not know either the scriptures or the power of God? The children of this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are found worthy to attain that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they cannot die anymore but are like angels in heaven and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses what was said to you by God in the story about the bush, how God said, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      66 The great paradox
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the crowd, said, ‘‘What do you think of the Christ? Whose son is he?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the crowd answered that the Christ was David’s son, said, ‘‘How is it that the scribes can say that the Messiah is the son of David? David himself, inspired by the Holy Spirit, said, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, ‘‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.’’ ’ If David himself thus calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?’’
    

    
       
    

    
       
    

    
      BOOK II: The Words of Private Instruction
    

    
       
    

    
      1 Heaven and earth, spirit and flesh
    

    
      Jesus, when He was sought out by a leader of the people under cover of darkness for instruction, said, ‘‘Truly, no one can see the Kingdom of God without being born from above. Indeed and in truth, I tell you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by His visitor how this could be, said, ‘‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Believe me when I tell you that we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up in order that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
    

    
      ‘‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, lest their deeds be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      2 The assertion of His messiahship and of a new way of worship
    

    
      Jesus, resting on His journey to Samaria at a well near Sychar, saw a woman drawing water there and said, ‘‘Give me something to drink.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the woman questioned Him about why a Jew would ask water of a Samaritan, said, ‘‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that says to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him to give you living water, and he would have.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by her if He were a greater man than Jacob who first dug the well, said, ‘‘Every-one who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life. As the scripture has said of anyone who believes in me, ‘Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the woman asked Him for such water, said, ‘‘Go call your husband and come back.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when she told Him she had no husband, said, ‘‘You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the woman declared that He was indeed a prophet, said, ‘‘Woman, believe me, the hour is com-ing when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the woman told Him that she knew the Messiah was to come, said, ‘‘I who speak to you am he.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      3 An admonition about greed
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by a man in the crowd to tell his brother to divide an inheritance with him, said, ‘‘Man, who made me a judge or an arbiter over you? Take heed, rather, and beware of greediness, for a person’s life does not consist in the abundance of things he or she may possess.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      4 The utter primacy of devotion over any other necessities
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to a scribe who wished to follow Him, said, ‘‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’’
    

    
      Jesus said to another in the crowd, ‘‘Follow me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the man asked for time first to bury his father, then said to him, ‘‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.’’
    

    
      Jesus, to a third man who wished to follow Him later, said, ‘‘No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the Kingdom of God.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      5 His description of those for whom He came
    

    
      Jesus, passing by the office of Matthew, the tax collector, said to him, ‘‘Follow me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, sitting later at a feast in Matthew’s house, perceived that those watching wondered why He would associate with tax collectors, and He said to them, ‘‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      6 His assertion of the radical nature of His work
    

    
      Jesus, when the disciples of John and of the Pharisees asked Him why His disciples did not fast, said to them, ‘‘The wedding guests cannot mourn nor can they fast as long as the bridegroom is with them, now, can they? The day will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast at that day.’’
    

    
      Jesus further said to them, ‘‘No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for if she does, the patch tears away from the garment—the new from the old—and a worse tear is made. Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved. New wine is for new wineskins. And no one drinking old wine desires the new, for he says, ‘The old is good.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      7 The first commissioning, of the twelve
    

    
      Jesus, commissioning the twelve, said to them, ‘‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’
    

    
      ‘‘Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.
    

    
      ‘‘Take nothing for your journey—no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey. Do not take sandals, or an extra tunic, or a staff, or bread; for laborers deserve their food.
    

    
      ‘‘Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy. Where you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If any place receive you and if anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town as a testimony against them. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      8 The second commissioning, of the larger company of the seventy
    

    
      Jesus, commissioning seventy of His followers as emis-saries of the Kingdom, said, ‘‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray, therefore, asking the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves; so be as wise as serpents and as innocent as doves. ‘‘Whatever town or village you enter, find who is worthy in it and stay with them until you depart. And whatever house you enter, first salute it, saying, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if the house is worthy and if a son or daughter of peace is there, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house.
    

    
      ‘‘Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received freely and without paying; give freely. And say to them, ‘The Kingdom of God has come near to you.’
    

    
      ‘‘But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the Kingdom of God has come near.’ I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.
    

    
      ‘‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades.
    

    
      ‘‘Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      9 The first graphic and detailed discussion of the interplay between good and evil
    

    
      Jesus, when the seventy emissaries returned to Him with joy in their work, said, ‘‘I saw Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’’
    

    
      Jesus, at that same moment, rejoiced in the Spirit and said, ‘‘I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was Your gracious will. All things have been delivered over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.’’
    

    
      Jesus then, turning to the disciples, privately said, ‘‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      10 The prophecies of persecutions to come and of their proper endurance
    

    
      Jesus, counseling His disciples, said, ‘‘As for yourselves, beware of people; for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me. This will be the time for you to bear testimony to them and to the Gentiles. And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations.
    

    
      ‘‘Settle it then in your minds: When they bring you to trial and deliver you up, do not be anxious about how you are to speak and do not worry beforehand about what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given you in that hour and at that time. It is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
    

    
      ‘‘Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
    

    
      ‘‘When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
    

    
      ‘‘Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will they not both fall into a hole? A disciple is not above the teacher, nor is a servant above the master. But everyone who is fully taught will be like the master and informed like the teacher; and this is enough.
    

    
      ‘‘If they have called the master of the house Beelze-bul, how much more will they malign those of his household? So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing hid-den that will not become known. Whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be shouted from the rooftops. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.
    

    
      ‘‘My friends, do not fear those who kill the body and, after that, have no more that they can do for they cannot kill the soul. I will tell you whom to fear: fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell, to destroy both soul and body in hell. Yes, I tell you, fear that One! ‘‘Are not two sparrows sold for a penny or five for two coppers? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
    

    
      ‘‘Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before other people, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven and before the angels of God; but whoever in this adulterous and sinful generation is ashamed of me and denies me before others, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of when he comes in the glory of his Father and I will deny before my Father in heaven and before the angels of God.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      11 The cost of membership in His Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the twelve, said, ‘‘Anyone who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me. Anyone who comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and yes, even life itself, cannot be my disciple. And whoever does not take up and carry his or her own cross and follow after me is not worthy of me and cannot be my disciple. Anyone who seeks to find his or her life will lose it; and anyone who loses life for my sake and the gospel’s will find and preserve it.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      12 The rewards of honoring His Kingdom and its citizens
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to His disciples, said, ‘‘Whoever wel-comes you whom I have sent welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me welcomes and receives the One who sent me. Any person who welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and anybody who welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and anyone who gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a disciple—truly I tell you, that person will not lose his or her reward.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      13 The direct bestowal of personal salvation
    

    
      Jesus, while eating in the house of a Pharisee, was approached by a woman who began to bathe His feet in ointment; and He, turning to His host, said, ‘‘Simon, I have something to say to you: A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When neither could pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of these two will love him more?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Simon answered, ‘‘I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt,’’ said, ‘‘You have judged rightly. Now do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’’
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the woman, said, ‘‘Your sins are forgiven. Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      14 Mercy as the mediator of all religious law
    

    
      Jesus, when His disciples were accused of breaking Sab-bath law by eating grain from the fields in which they were walking, turned to their accusers and said, ‘‘Have you never read what David did when he was hungry, he and those with him? He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat, but only for the priests. And he gave it to his companions as well. ‘‘Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the Temple break the Sabbath and yet are guiltless? I tell you, something greater than the Temple is here. But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      15 On how understanding increases with understanding
    

    
      Jesus, to a group of followers gathered around Him, said, ‘‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to the crowds it has not been given. For to those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
    

    
      ‘‘The reason I speak in parables to those outside is that ‘seeing, they do not perceive, and hearing, they do not listen, nor do they understand.’ With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says:
    

    
      
        ‘You will indeed listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive.
        

        For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing,
        

        and they have shut their eyes;
        

        so that they might not look with their eyes,
        

        and listen with their ears,
        

        and understand with their heart and turn—
        

        and I would heal them.’ ’’
      
    

    
       
    

    
      16 Private exegesis on the parable of the sower
    

    
      Jesus, when questioned by His disciples about the parable of the sower, said ‘‘Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand any of the parables? Hear then the parable of the sower.
    

    
      ‘‘The seed is the word of God. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the devil comes and snatches away the word from his or her heart, lest they believe and be saved; this is what was sown on the path. And as for that which was sown on rocky ground, that is one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he or she, having no root, believes and endures only for a while. And when temptation comes or when trouble and persecution arise on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, it is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth and pleasure choke the word, and it yields nothing.
    

    
      ‘‘But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it and holds it fast in an honest and faithful heart, and who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      17 Similes of the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, alone with the twelve, said, ‘‘The Kingdom of God is thus: it is as if someone should plant seed on the ground, and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, though the sower himself does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full wheat in the head. And when the grain is ripe, he immediately goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’’
    

    
      Jesus, speaking then to a group of His disciples, said, ‘‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man sowing good seed in his field; but while he was asleep his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and then went away. So when the wheat sprouted and came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the man’s slaves came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘A hostile man has done this.’ And the slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them up?’ But he replied, ‘No, lest in gathering the tares you uproot the wheat along with them. Leave both of them to grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will say to the reapers, ‘Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’
    

    
      ‘‘With what are we able to compare the Kingdom of God, or what likeness shall we use for it? The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his garden.
    

    
      ‘‘It is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, but yet, when it has grown, it is the greatest of all the shrubs and becomes a tree and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its shade.
    

    
      ‘‘To what shall I compare the kingdom of heaven? It is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of meal until it all was leavened.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      18 Exegesis on the parable of the tares
    

    
      Jesus, when His disciples asked Him privately to explain the meaning of His parable of the wheat and the tares, said, ‘‘The one sowing the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seeds are the children of the kingdom; the tares are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the completion of the age, and the reapers are angels.
    

    
      ‘‘Just as the weeds, therefore, are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all the offensive things and all who are doing evil; and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone having ears to hear, listen!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      19 Continuation of similes for comprehending the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, teaching His disciples, said, ‘‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure that, having been hidden in a field, someone finds, hides again, and then in joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
    

    
      ‘‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of beautiful pearls who, on finding a very valuable one, went out and sold all that he had and bought it.
    

    
      ‘‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind. When it was full, the fishermen drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good fish into baskets but threw out the rotten ones.
    

    
      ‘‘So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil people from out of the midst of the righteous and will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all this?’’
    

    
      Jesus, as soon as the disciples told Him that they had understood, said, ‘‘On account of this, every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure both what is new and what is old.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      20 The offense, for His disciples, of the teachings about the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, when His disciples were disturbed by His teach-ing, said, ‘‘Does this offend you? Then what if you shall see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I have spoken to you, they are spirit and they are life. But there are some among you that believe not. For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when many who were following Him turned away, challenged the twelve and said, ‘‘Do you also wish to turn away?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter answered that they knew Him to be the Son of God, said, ‘‘Did I not choose you twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      21 The offense, for orthodox Jewish leaders, of the teachings about the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, when told by His disciples that the Pharisees were offended by his kingdom teachings, said, ‘‘Every plant that my Father has not planted will be rooted up. Let them alone. They are blind guides; and if a blind man leads a blind man, they will both fall into a pit.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      22 Exegesis on the defilement teachings
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by His disciples about the meaning of His teaching on defilement, said, ‘‘Then do you also fail to understand? Listen to me. Do you not see that whatever comes into a person from outside cannot defile him or her, for it enters, not the heart but the stomach, and goes on out into the sewer? Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles; for it is from within, from out of the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentious-ness, envy, slander, false witness, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile one.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      23 The danger of literalness and of religiosity
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to His disciples, said, ‘‘Watch out, and beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and of Herod.’’
    

    
      Jesus, realizing that they thought He was chastising them for having brought no food with them, said, ‘‘O you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? Do you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets of broken pieces did you pick up afterward? Do you not remember those five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? And the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you gather? How could you fail to understand that I was not talking about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees, which is hypocrisy!’’
    

    
      24 Prophecy of the final judgment
    

    
      Jesus, teaching His disciples, said, ‘‘What will it profit a person to gain the whole world but forfeit or lose their life? Or what will a person give in return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him or her will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom with power.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      25 The parable of the shrewd overseer
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to His disciples, said, ‘‘There was a rich man who had an overseer, and charges were brought to him that this overseer was squandering his property. So he called the man to him and said, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your work, for you cannot be my overseer any longer.’
    

    
      ‘‘Then the overseer said to himself, ‘What shall I do, for my master is taking my job away from me? I cannot dig, and I am ashamed to beg. But I know what to do so that, when I am dismissed as overseer, people may wel-come me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred measures of wheat’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’
    

    
      ‘‘So the master commended the dishonest overseer because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in their generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when you fail they may welcome you into an eternal home. Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If, therefore, you have not been faithful with dishonest riches, who will entrust to you the true ones? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      26 A prophecy of His suffering
    

    
      Jesus, when they asked Him why the prophets had said that Elijah must return before all these things could be, said, ‘‘Elijah does come first to restore all these things; and how is it written of the Son of Man, that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him. So also the Son of Man will suffer at their hands.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      27 Faith as a physical agency
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by His disciples about why they could not heal a demon-possessed boy, said, ‘‘Because of your unbelief and little faith. This kind cannot be driven out by anything except prayer.’’
    

    
      Jesus then said, ‘‘Truly I tell you that if you have faith as large as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move hence to over there,’ and it will move. Or you could say to this sycamore tree, ‘Be uprooted and replanted in the sea,’ and it would do so; for nothing will be impossible to you.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      28 Of the devil and true freedom from his grip
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to those who had believed in Him, said, ‘‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’’ Jesus, when some of His followers were then offended by His words, said, ‘‘Very truly I tell you, anyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not abide forever in the household, but a son abides there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. I know that you are descendants of Abraham; but yet you seek to kill me, because there is no place in you for my word. I declare what I have seen in the Father’s presence; and you do what you have seen with your father.
    

    
      ‘‘If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works of Abraham, but now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. You do the works of your father. If God were your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of myself, but He sent me.
    

    
      ‘‘Why do you not understand what I say? Because you are not able to listen to my word. You are from your father the devil, and you want to fulfill your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks from out of his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is from God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you are not from God.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      29 Condemnation of those who are portals for sin
    

    
      Jesus, teaching the disciples, said ‘‘It is impossible for temptations not to come, but woe to that person by whom they do come! For if any one of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. Yes, woe to the world because of stumbling blocks, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling block comes!
    

    
      ‘‘For sins must come, but woe to the man by whom they come! If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and to be thrown into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hellfire.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      30 Concerning angels and their guardianship of individuals
    

    
      Jesus, to His disciples, said, ‘‘Be careful that you do not look down on one who seems small or unimportant and trivial, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always behold the face of my Father Who is in heaven.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      31 The process of disciplining believers
    

    
      Jesus, teaching His disciples, said, ‘‘Take heed of your-selves in this: If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. Rebuke him or her, and if he or she repents, then forgive them; for if they listen to you, you have regained them. But if you are not listened to, take along with you one or two more people so that ‘by the mouth of two or three wit-nesses every word may be established.’ If your brother or sister refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if your brother or sister refuses to hear even the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. For I tell you most assuredly that whatever you bind up on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you set loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am in the midst of them.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      32 On forgiveness
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by Peter how many times one person should forgive another, said, ‘‘If one sins against you seven times in one day and still turns to you and says, ‘I repent,’ then you must forgive him or her seven times. Indeed, I do not say to you seven times, but rather seventy times seven. ‘‘For this reason, then, the kingdom of heaven may
    

    
      be compared to a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and as the man could not pay, his mas-ter commanded that the man be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and that pay-ment be made. But the slave fell down before the king, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And moved with compassion, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii and, seizing him by the throat, said, ‘Pay me what you owe.’ Then his fellow servant fell down and begged, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ But the first servant refused; he went and threw his servant into prison until he would pay the debt.
    

    
      ‘‘When their fellow servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to the king all that had been done. Then the lord summoned the first man and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow ser-vant just as I had pity on you?’ And the lord was angry and handed the servant over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
    

    
      ‘‘So too will my heavenly Father do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      33 Concerning the proper attitude for anticipating His coming
    

    
      Jesus, addressing His disciples, said, ‘‘Let your loins be girded for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for the master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door to him at once, as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes; truly I tell you, he will gird himself and have them sit down at table to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those servants.
    

    
      ‘‘Watch, therefore, for you do not know at what time your Lord is coming. But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what part of the night, at what hour, the thief was coming, he would have been awake and not have let his house be broken into. You, therefore, must also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by Peter if this teaching were for all or only for the disciples, said, ‘‘Who then is the faithful and wise overseer whom the master will put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allotment of food at the proper time?
    

    
      ‘‘Blessed is that slave whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to beat those others, both men and women, who are his fellow servants, and if he begins to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that servant will come on a day when the servant does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know; and the servant will be beaten with many blows and put out with the unfaithful and the hypocrites, where men and women will weep and gnash their teeth.
    

    
      ‘‘Yes, the servant who knew what his master wanted but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know and so did what deserved a beating will receive a light beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be asked.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      34 On the divisiveness of Kingdom membership
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the disciples, said, ‘‘I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and how dis-tressed I am until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to bring peace on earth? No, I have not come to bring peace, but rather a sword and division. From now in a household of five, three will be divided against two and two against three. They will be divided: father against son, and son against father; mother against daugh-ter, and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law; for one’s foes will be those of one’s own household.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      35 Belief as a divine and protected gift
    

    
      Jesus, asked by some in the Temple if He were the Messiah, said, ‘‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of my hand. My Father, Who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and my Father are one.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      36 About the proper approach to social class and status
    

    
      Jesus, seeing how the other guests at a dinner party were vying for the best seats at the banquet table, said, ‘‘When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the choicest seat, lest someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; for the one who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then in shame you would begin to take the lowest place. Rather, when you are invited, go and sit down at the humblest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For whoever exalts himself or herself will surely be humbled; and whoever is humble will be exalted.
    

    
      ‘‘When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your siblings or your kinfolk or rich neighbors, lest they invite you in return, and you would be repaid. No, when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind; and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      37 The parable of the banquet
    

    
      Jesus, responding to a comment by a fellow guest at a banquet, said, ‘‘The Kingdom of God can be compared to a king who once gave a great wedding party for his son and invited many. When the time for the dinner arrived, he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ But they would not come. So he sent out other servants to say to those whom he had invited, ‘Look, I have everything ready for my banquet. My oxen and fat calves are slaughtered and all is in order. Come to the marriage feast.’ But each of them made light of the invitation and began to make excuses. One said, ‘I have purchased a piece of land and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen and I am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’ A third said, ‘I have just been married and so cannot come.’ The rest seized the man’s servants, treated them shamefully, and then killed them. When the king received word of this, he became angry and sent out his army and killed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘Go quickly out into the lanes and thoroughfares of the city and invite as many as you find to the feast. Bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ Then the servants said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ Then the master said to them, ‘Go out into the highways and hedgerows, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’
    

    
      ‘‘So the servants went out into the lanes and streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so that the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And the man was speechless; but the king said to his servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      38 The believer’s role as indentured servant
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to the disciples, said, ‘‘Which of you, having a servant who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep, will say to him ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? Would you not instead say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat, and then put on your apron and serve me until I have eaten; after that you may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? I think not! So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded to do, must say, ‘We are unprofitable servants; we have done only what it was our duty to do!’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      39 About His second coming and the days preceding it
    

    
      Jesus, to the disciples, said, ‘‘The times are coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. For false christs and false prophets will rise up and manifest great signs and wonders in order to deceive, were such possible, even the elect. See, I have told you this beforehand. Therefore, if they say to you, ‘Look there!’ or ‘Look here!’ do not go after them, and do not follow them. If they say, ‘See, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out there. If they say, ‘Look, Christ is in the inner room,’ do not believe it. For like the lightning that flashes from the east and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must endure much suffering and be rejected by this generation. Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it also be in the days of the Son of Man. They ate and drank, married and were given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed all of them. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they ate and drank, bought and sold, planted and built, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed all of them. Even so will it be on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.
    

    
      ‘‘On that day, let anyone who is on the housetop and has belongings in the house not come down to take them away; and likewise anyone in the field must not turn back. Remember Lot’s wife. I tell you, on that night there will be two people in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. On that day there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one left. And there will be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and the other left.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by them where this was to be, said, ‘‘Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      40 On persistence in prayer and belief in its efficacy
    

    
      Jesus, in talking to the disciples, said, ‘‘There was in a cer-tain city a judge who feared neither God nor other people. In that same city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my adver-saries.’ For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God nor of others, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, lest she wear me out by her continually coming here.’
    

    
      ‘‘Hear what the unjust judge says. And shall God not grant justice to his elect who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      41 The restrictive burden of temporal wealth
    

    
      Jesus, having been asked, ‘‘Good Teacher, what must I do to be saved?’’ turned to His questioner and said, ‘‘Why do you call me good? No one is good, save God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not mur-der; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ If you would enter life, keep these.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the man answered that he had done all these things for years, felt love for him and said, ‘‘You lack only one thing; go, sell everything you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the young man left disheartened, said to His disciples, ‘‘How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the Kingdom of God! Children, how hard it is to enter the Kingdom of God! I tell you that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked who then could be saved, said, ‘‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter told Him that the disciples had left everything for Him, said, ‘‘Truly I tell you, in the age to come, when the Son of Man shall sit in glory on his throne, you who have followed me will sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. There is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.
    

    
      ‘‘But you are those who have continued with me through my trials, and I bestow on you a kingdom, just as the Father has bestowed one on me, that you may eat and drink at my table and sit on thrones in my kingdom.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      42 A parable of final judgments
    

    
      Jesus, telling a story to His disciples, said, ‘‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early one morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. And when he had agreed with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. He went out again about nine o’clock and saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. He went out again about noon and about three o’clock and did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found still others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’
    

    
      ‘‘When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his overseer, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now, when the first came, they assumed that they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I do you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      43 About humility and self-effacement
    

    
      Jesus, teaching the twelve, said, ‘‘You know that the kings of the Gentiles lord it over them and that those whom they recognize as their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.
    

    
      ‘‘Who is greater, the one who sits at the table or the one who serves? I am among you as one who serves. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      44 A parable about the final judgment and the time of its coming
    

    
      Jesus, when His disciples began to think that His Kingdom was coming immediately, said, ‘‘A nobleman went to a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself and then to return. So he called his servants to him and entrusted his property to them; and he gave them silver pounds, each according to his ability. To one he gave ten pounds, to another five, to another two, to others one, and then said to them, ‘Trade with this money until I come back.’ Then he went away.
    

    
      ‘‘The servant who had received ten pounds went immediately and traded with them and made ten more; so also the one who had received five made five more; but one who had received only one pound wrapped it in a napkin and, digging a hole, buried it. The king was gone for a long while; but the citizens of his country hated him and sent a messenger after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to rule over us.’
    

    
      ‘‘Then it came to pass that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he summoned the servants to whom he had given the money so that he might find out what each of them had gained by trading. The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your ten pounds has made ten more pounds.’ He said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.’ Then the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your five pounds has made five more.’ He said to him, ‘And you, rule over five cities.’ And another said, ‘‘Lord, your one pound has made two’; and so it went until another came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a napkin, for I was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant! You knew that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money into the bank? Then when I returned I could at least have collected it with interest.’
    

    
      ‘‘To the bystanders listening, he said, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’ And they said to him, ‘But, Lord, he has ten pounds!’ But he said, ‘I tell you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. Now throw this worthless servant into the outer darkness, where men and women shall weep and gnash their teeth. But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and slaughter them in my presence.’
    

    
      ‘‘Therefore, keep awake yourselves, for otherwise, he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. Take heed, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      45 Concerning true devotion
    

    
      Jesus, seeing a poor widow drop her coins into the Temple Treasury, said, ‘‘Indeed, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of those others who are contributing to the Treasury. For all of them have given out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, her whole living.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      46 A prophecy about coming ages and the conclusion of temporal creation
    

    
      Jesus, when the disciples asked about the coming of His Kingdom, said, ‘‘Beware that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am He! I am the Messiah!’ and they will indeed lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and tumults and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be great signs from heaven, and famines, pestilence, and earthquakes in various places: all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.
    

    
      ‘‘Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of my name. At that time, many will fall away, and they will kill one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will rise up and lead many astray. And because of the increase of wickedness and lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And the gospel will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come.
    

    
      ‘‘So when you see the desolating sacrilege where it ought not to be, as was spoken of by the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand) and when you see armies surrounding Jerusalem and standing in the holy place, then those in Judea must flee to the mountains; let not anyone who is on the housetop go down into his house to rescue his possessions; the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For great distress shall fall upon the earth and wrath upon this people; they shall fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations; and Jerusalem will be stomped underfoot by Gentiles until the time of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled. But before that time there will be such great suffering as has not been from the beginning of creation until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut short, no one would be saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.
    

    
      ‘‘In the days after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars of heaven will fall, and upon the earth there will be the distress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and waves, men fainting with fear and anxiety over what is coming on the world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect together from the four winds, from the farthest parts of the earth and from one end of heaven to the other. Now when these things begin to take place, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      47 Concerning the exact time of the end
    

    
      Jesus, while resting a while on the Mount of Olives with His disciples, said, ‘‘Look at the fig tree and all the other trees and from them learn a lesson. As soon as the branches become tender and put forth leaves, you know that summer is near. In like manner, you, when you see all these things, must know that he is near, at the very gates, and that the Kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
    

    
      ‘‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be careful that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you suddenly like a trap. For it will come like a snare upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be watchful, therefore, at all times praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      48 The parable of holy watchfulness in anticipating the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, in teaching the disciples, said, ‘‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Now, five of them were foolish and five were wise. Those who were foolish took their lamps, but they took no oil with them; but the wise took oil in their flasks with their lamps. But while the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. And at midnight there was a great cry, ‘Look! Here the bridegroom is coming! Come out to meet him.’ Then all of them got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No, lest there not be enough for you and for us; but go rather to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding; and the door was shut. Later the other five came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      49 The description of the final judgment
    

    
      Jesus, instructing the disciples, said, ‘‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates his sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand but the goats at his left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you took me in, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you ministered to me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and took you in, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and came to you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these my family, so you did it to me.’
    

    
      ‘‘Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed ones. Depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not take me in, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not come to me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not care for you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      50 His farewell before crucifixion
    

    
      Jesus, gathering them to Him on the Mount of Olives, said, ‘‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the keeper of the vineyard. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit, He takes away. Every branch that bears fruit He prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been made clean by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown out like a branch and is withered; and men gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit; so you will be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.’’
    

    
       
    

    
       
    

    
      BOOK III: The Words of Healing Dialogue
    

    
       
    

    
      1 The first healing miracle
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by a nobleman in Capernaum to come and heal his desperately ill son, said, ‘‘Unless you see signs and wonders, you will not believe.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the nobleman continued to plead with Him, said, ‘‘Go on your way. Your son lives.’’
    

    
      2 The first healing on a Sabbath and His response to public condemnation by religious leaders
    

    
      Jesus, upon seeing a man who had been crippled for thirty-eight years lying by the pool of Bethesda, said, ‘‘Do you wish to be made whole?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the man asked for His help, said, ‘‘Get up, pick up your bed, and walk.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He saw the man later in the Temple, said, ‘‘Consider, you are healed now. Go forth and sin no more, lest a worse thing befall you.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the Jews began to criticize Him for healing on 
      the Sabbath
      , said, ‘‘My Father is working, and so am I.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      3 The first exorcism
    

    
      Jesus, rebuking an evil spirit that was tormenting a man, said, ‘‘Be silent and come out of him!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      4 First attempt to contain notoriety
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by a leper if He would be willing to heal him, said, ‘‘I do choose. Be made clean! But see that you say nothing to anyone; rather go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a proof to the people and as a testimony to them.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      5 First healing of a Gentile
    

    
      Jesus, when approached by an emissary to come and heal a centurion’s sick servant, said, ‘‘ I will come and heal him.’’
    

    
      Jesus, in speaking of the Roman centurion’s belief in Him, said ‘‘Truly I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.
    

    
      ‘‘I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of heaven, while you yourselves, the heirs of the kingdom, will be thrust out; for behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.’’
    

    
      Jesus, sending instructions to the centurion, said, ‘‘Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.’’
    

    
      6 The casting out of an objectively operative demon
    

    
      Jesus, when one possessed of a demon asked healing from Him, first said to the demon, ‘‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!’’ and then asked, ‘‘What is your name?’’
    

    
      Jesus, to the demon who begged release into a herd of swine, said, ‘‘Go!’’ and to the man freed from demonic possession, said, ‘‘Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      7 A direct absolution certified by a concomitant healing miracle
    

    
      Jesus, when a paralytic was laid at His feet, said to the sick man, ‘‘Take heart, my son. Your sins are forgiven you.’’
    

    
      Jesus, perceiving that those around the man questioned His authority to forgive sins, said to them, ‘‘Why do you question thus and think evil in your hearts? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you?’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk?’
    

    
      ‘‘But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,’’ He said, turning to the paralytic, ‘‘I say to you, rise, take up your bed, and go home.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      8 The flow of power by proximity and without intention
    

    
      Jesus, sensing that someone seeking miraculous healing had reached out to touch Him, first said, ‘‘Who touched me? Who touched my clothes? Someone has touched me, for I perceive that power has gone forth from me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when a woman came forward to admit she had indeed touched Him for healing, said, ‘‘Daughter, take heart. Your faith has made you whole. Go in peace and be healed of your disease.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      9 A resuscitation
    

    
      Jesus, summoned by a ruler of the synagogue to come lay hands on his daughter who had just died, said, ‘‘Do not fear, only believe, and she shall be well.’’
    

    
      Jesus, to the mourners gathered outside the ruler’s house, said, ‘‘Why do you make a tumult and weep? Depart, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.’’
    

    
      Jesus, entering the house, took the girl by the hand and said, ‘‘
      Talithacumi
      . Little girl, I say to you, arise.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      10 Belief and faith as a measure of efficacy
    

    
      Jesus, upon being followed by two blind men begging for His attention, said, ‘‘What do you want me to do for you?’’
    

    
      Jesus, being told they wished to see, said, ‘‘Do you believe I am able to do this?’’
    

    
      Jesus, upon hearing their confession of belief, touched their eyes and said, ‘‘According to your faith, be it done to you.’’
    

    
      Jesus, in leaving them, said, ‘‘See that no one knows of this.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      11 The correct interpretation of the Sabbath
    

    
      Jesus, entering the synagogue on the Sabbath, saw a man with a withered hand and said, ‘‘Come and stand here.’’
    

    
      Jesus, to the religious watching Him, said, ‘‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath? Is it lawful to do good or to do harm? To save life or to kill? Suppose one of you has only one sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath; will you not grab hold of it and lift it out? How much more valuable is a human being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.’’
    

    
      Jesus, grieved by their hardness of heart, turned to the man and said, ‘‘Stretch out your hand.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      12 The compassionate raising of the widow’s child
    

    
      Jesus, passing a funeral procession in Nain and seeing the dead man’s mother weeping there, said, ‘‘Do not weep.’’
    

    
      Jesus, approaching the bier and touching the corpse, said, ‘‘ Young man, I say to you arise.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      13 An extended commentary on principalities and powers in the kingdom of Evil
    

    
      Jesus, realizing that the religious leaders watching Him thought that He was casting out demons with the help of Beelzebul, turned to them and said, ‘‘How can Satan cast out Satan? Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and if a city or a house is divided against itself, it will not be able to stand. If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand? He cannot stand and is coming to an end.
    

    
      ‘‘If I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own sons and exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the Spirit and finger of God that I cast out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you.
    

    
      ‘‘Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man? Then indeed the house can be plundered. When a strong man, fully armed, keeps watch over his house, his goods are safe; but when one who is more powerful attacks that man and overcomes him, then the victor takes away the man’s armor and divides the spoils. Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
    

    
      ‘‘Therefore I tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come, for he or she is guilty of an eternal sin.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      14 His acknowledgment of a Gentile’s faith
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by His disciples to heal the demon-possessed daughter of a Gentile woman, said, ‘‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel. Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the woman protested that even dogs were allowed to eat the children’s fallen crumbs, said, ‘‘O woman, great is your faith! For saying that, may it be done for you just as you desire. Go—the demon has left your daughter.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      15 The healing of the deaf mute
    

    
      Jesus, when the crowd brought Him a deaf mute, took the man aside, touched his ears and his tongue, and said, ‘‘Ephphatha. Be opened.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      16 The healing of the blind man
    

    
      Jesus, laying His hands in healing on the eyes of a blind man, said, ‘‘Do you see anything?’’
    

    
      Jesus, once the man saw clearly, told him to go to his own home and said, ‘‘Neither go into the village nor tell anyone in the town.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      17 Faith as a linchpin
    

    
      Jesus, finding His disciples engaged in conversation with the crowds, said, ‘‘What were you discussing with them?’’ Jesus, being told by one of the crowd that the disciples had been unable to cure his demon-possessed son, said, ‘‘O you faithless and perverse generation! How long am I to be with you? How long must I suffer you? Bring him here to me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the possessed boy had been brought to Him, turned to the father and said, ‘‘How long has he had this?’’
    

    
      Jesus, besought earnestly by the father for help said, ‘‘If you can believe, all things are possible, because all things are possible to those who believe.’’
    

    
      Jesus then said, ‘‘You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you: Come out of him and never enter into him again.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      18 The reason for some instances of human debility
    

    
      Jesus, when asked whose fault it was that a nearby beggar had been born blind, said, ‘‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that the works of God might be revealed in him. I must work the works of Him Who sent me while it is day; for night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’’
    

    
      Jesus, turning to the blind beggar, said, ‘‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He heard that the beggar had been thrown out of the synagogue because he had been healed on the Sabbath, sought the man out and said, ‘‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the healed beggar asked who the Son of Man was, said, ‘‘You have both seen him, and it is he who is speaking with you.’’
    

    
      Jesus, receiving the man’s confession of faith, said, ‘‘I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the Pharisees who overheard Him protested that they surely were not blind, said, ‘‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore, your sin remains.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      19 His use of two unsolicited healings for Sabbath teaching
    

    
      Jesus, one Sabbath when He was teaching in the synagogue, saw a woman who had been crippled for years and, turning to her, said, ‘‘Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.’’
    

    
      Jesus, castigated by the synagogue leaders because He had healed on the Sabbath, turned to them and said, ‘‘You hypocrites! Which one of you does not untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away in order to give it water on the Sabbath day? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be loosed from this bondage on the Sabbath day?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He was eating one Sabbath day at the home of a Pharisee, saw a man with dropsy and, turning to His host, said, ‘‘Is it lawful to cure people on the Sabbath, or not?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when no one answered Him, said, ‘‘Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well, will you not immediately pull him out on a Sabbath day?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      20 The role of faith in the healing of the Gentile leper
    

    
      Jesus, as He passed ten lepers who begged Him to cure them, turned to them and said, ‘‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when one of the ten, a Samaritan, came run-ning back to Him in thanksgiving, said, ‘‘Were there not ten of you made clean? The other nine, where are they? Was not one of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’’
    

    
      Jesus, looking upon the Samaritan at His feet, said, ‘‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you whole.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      21 The pivotal efficacy of faith in healing
    

    
      Jesus, when a blind man named Bartimaeus called out to Him from the roadside, to His disciples said, ‘‘Call him,’’ and to the man, ‘‘What would you have me do for you?’’ Jesus, when Bartimaeus asked for his sight to be restored, said, ‘‘Receive your sight and go your way, for your faith has made you whole.’’
    

    
       
    

    
       
    

    
      BOOK IV: The Words of Intimate Conversation
    

    
       
    

    
      1 The first saying
    

    
      Jesus, when His anxious parents found Him in the Temple studying, said, ‘‘How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my father’s house?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      2 First recorded exchange with His cousin, John the Baptizer
    

    
      Jesus, when John the Baptizer expressed reservations about baptizing Him, said, ‘‘Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      3 The desert temptations
    

    
      Jesus, when tempted by Satan to turn the desert stones into bread, said, ‘‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ’’
    

    
      Jesus, when tempted by Satan to prove His divinity by throwing Himself off the parapet of the Temple, said, ‘‘Again it is written, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ’’
    

    
      Jesus, when offered the whole world if only He would bow to Satan, said, ‘‘Begone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      4 The calling of Philip and Nathaniel
    

    
      Jesus, on His way to Galilee, passed Philip and said, ‘‘Follow me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Philip brought Nathaniel to Him, said, ‘‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile.’’ Jesus, when asked by Nathaniel how He could possibly know anything about him, said, ‘‘Before Philip even called you and while you were still under the fig tree, I saw you.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Nathaniel declared that He must be the Messiah, said, ‘‘Do you believe that because I said I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than that. Yes, I say most surely, after this you will see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      5 With His mother at a wedding in Cana
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by His mother to provide more wine for His host at a wedding they were attending in Cana, said, ‘‘Woman, what have I to do with you? My hour is not yet come.’’
    

    
      Jesus, then turning to servants, said, ‘‘Fill up the waters jugs with water. Then draw out from them and carry what you have to the director of the feast.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      6 The calling of James and John
    

    
      Jesus, passing by James and John at their boat, said, ‘‘Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      7 About the correct use of present time
    

    
      Jesus, when urged by His disciples to eat instead of teaching the crowd, said, ‘‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about; for my food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to complete His work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then the harvest will come’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields already are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      8 The beginning of the public ministry
    

    
      Jesus, gathering His disciples to commence their ministry, said, ‘‘Let us go on to the next towns and other cities also, so I can preach there; for it is for this reason that I was sent.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      9 About becoming fishers of men
    

    
      Jesus, as soon as He had finished addressing the people from Simon’s boat, turned to Simon and said, ‘‘Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the disciples were frightened by the great size of the catch He had told them to cast for, said, ‘‘Do not be afraid. Henceforth you will be catching men.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      10 Faith as a force in the physical realm
    

    
      Jesus, speaking one day to His disciples, said, ‘‘Let us go across to the other side of the lake.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the boat began to swamp and the disci-ples to panic, said to the sea, ‘‘Peace, be still!’’ and to the disciples, ‘‘Where is your faith and why, O men of little faith, are you afraid?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      11 His description to the emissaries from John the Baptizer, of His early, public ministry
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to emissaries from John the Baptizer, said, ‘‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: that the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      12 The importance of rest
    

    
      Jesus, after the disciples had returned from their evangelizing trip, said, ‘‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      13 His engagement of Philip in the feeding of the thousands
    

    
      Jesus, seeing a great crowd gathered around Him, called His disciples to Him and said, ‘‘I have compassion for this multitude, because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way—and some of them have come from a great distance.’’
    

    
      Jesus, turning to Philip, said, ‘‘Where shall we find bread enough for all these people to eat?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when none of the disciples could answer His question, then said, ‘‘They need not go away. You give them something to eat. How many loaves do you have? Go and see. Make the people sit down in companies of fifty, and bring the loaves to me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, once the crowd was fully fed, said, ‘‘Gather up the scraps that remain, so that nothing will be lost.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      14 Another demonstration of faith as a primal force in the physical world
    

    
      Jesus, walking across the sea toward the boat in which His disciples were, said, ‘‘Be of good cheer! It is I. Do not be afraid.’’
    

    
      Jesus, asked by Peter for permission to approach Him across the waters, said, ‘‘Come!’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter began to flounder, reached out to him and said, ‘‘O man of little faith! Why did you doubt?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      15 His claiming of kingship on earth as well as in Heaven
    

    
      Jesus, talking with His disciples, said, ‘‘Who do people say I am? Who do they say that the Son of Man is?’’
    

    
      Jesus, once he had heard their answers, said, ‘‘But who do you say that I am?’’
    

    
      Jesus, so soon as Simon Peter had answered, ‘‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God,’’ said, ‘‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood have not revealed this to you, but by my Father Who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the king-dom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      16 His correcting of Peter
    

    
      Jesus, in cautioning His disciples about His approaching death, said, ‘‘The Son of Man must undergo great suf-fering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised from the dead.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter rebuked Him for such teachings, said, ‘‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are a hindrance to me and on the side not of God but of men!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      17 His instructions regarding His transfiguration
    

    
      Jesus, after He was transfigured in the presence of Peter, James, and John, touched them and said, ‘‘Rise, and have no fear.’’
    

    
      Jesus, as they were leaving, said, ‘‘Tell no one about the vision until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      18 A prophecy of His death and Resurrection
    

    
      Jesus, in warning His disciples, said, ‘‘Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men and they will kill him; and when he is killed, after three days he will be raised.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      19 The proper conduct of believers in relation to temporal government
    

    
      Jesus, when Simon Peter came into the house, said, ‘‘What do you think, Simon? From whom do the rulers and kings of the earth take toll and tribute? From their sons or from other people?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter had answered that kings did not tax their own, said, ‘‘Then the sons are free. Nevertheless, so as not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast your hook, and take the first fish that strikes. When you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to the tax collectors for you and for me.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      20 The definition of greatness in the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, near the end of a walking tour with His disciples, said, ‘‘What were you discussing on the way here?’’
    

    
      Jesus, upon being told they were discussing who is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven, called a child to Him and said, ‘‘Unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven; and whoever receives one such child in my name welcomes me; for the person who is least among you all is the greatest one.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      21 The power of His name as nonproprietary
    

    
      Jesus, upon being told by His disciples that a stranger was healing in His name, said, ‘‘Do not forbid him. Nobody who does a mighty work in my name will be able to say ill of me later; for anyone who is not against us is for us. Anyone who gives you a drink of water in my name because you belong to me, I tell you most truly, will by no means lose his or her reward.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      22 The use of holy or divine power
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by the disciples if they should call fire from heaven upon some Samaritans who forbade Him entrance into their village, said, ‘‘You do not know what manner of spirit you are of! The Son of Man did not come to destroy people’s lives, but to save them.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      23 On proper timing
    

    
      Jesus, upon being urged by His brothers to go up to Jerusalem to make His presence known, said, ‘‘My time has not yet come, though your time is always here. The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify against it that its works are evil. Go to the festival yourselves. I am not going up yet to this festival, for my time has not yet fully come.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      24 The chastising of Martha
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by Martha to order her sister Mary to help with serving their guests, said, ‘‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled by many things; but one thing is needed. Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken from her.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      25 His message to Herod concerning His approaching death
    

    
      Jesus, upon being told that He should leave because Herod wanted to kill Him, said, ‘‘Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will be finished. Nevertheless, I must be on my journey today, tomorrow, and the next day, for it cannot be that a prophet should be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      26 The raising of Lazarus
    

    
      Jesus, when He heard that His friend Lazarus was ill at his home in Bethany, said, ‘‘This sickness is not unto death; rather it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’’
    

    
      Jesus, two days later, gathered the disciples and said, ‘‘Let us go into Judea again.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they protested the danger of going so near Jerusalem again, said, ‘‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? Anyone who walks during the day does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because there is no light in them.
    

    
      ‘‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the disciples protested that sleep was good for the ill, said, ‘‘Lazarus is dead. And I am glad, for your sakes, that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He arrived in Bethany and found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days, turned to his sisters and said, ‘‘Your brother will rise again.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Martha told Him that she knew her brother would rise again in the resurrection on the last day, said, ‘‘I am the resurrection and the life. He that believes in me, even though he were dead, yet will he live; and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’’
    

    
      Jesus said, ‘‘Where have you laid him?’’
    

    
      Jesus, coming to the tomb, said, ‘‘Take away the stone.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Martha protested that the stench would overwhelm them, said, ‘‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’’
    

    
      Jesus, looking up to heaven, said, ‘‘Father, I thank You for having heard me. I knew that You always hear me, but for the sake of those standing here, I have said this, so that they may believe that You sent me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, with a loud cry, said, ‘‘Lazarus, come forth!’’ Jesus, seeing Lazarus emerge still wrapped in grave clothes, said, ‘‘Unbind him, and let him go.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      27 Children as examples of necessary innocence
    

    
      Jesus, when His disciples tried to move some children away from Him, rebuked them and said, ‘‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them; for it is to such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the Kingdom of God; for whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      28 His second specific prophecy to the twelve of His forthcoming death
    

    
      Jesus, taking the twelve aside, said, ‘‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that has been written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; they will mock him, and treat him shamefully, and spit upon him, and flog him, and crucify him; and after three days he will rise again.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      29 Concerning the Father’s authority over the Son’s followers
    

    
      Jesus, when James and John and their mother approached Him in private, said, ‘‘What would you have me do for you?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when told that they wanted Him to grant the two disciples the places of greatest honor in His coming Kingdom, said, ‘‘You have no idea what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink, or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they told Him they were, said, ‘‘The cup that I drink you will indeed drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized you shall be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, for it will be given to those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      30 The redemption of Zacchaeus
    

    
      Jesus, when He passed under a sycamore that Zacchaeus, a tax collector, had climbed in order to see Him better, looked up and said, ‘‘Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for I must stay at your house today.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when after supper He saw Zacchaeus’s repen-tance for his former fraudulent deeds, said, ‘‘Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      31 Instructions preparatory to the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
    

    
      Jesus, nearing Bethphage and the Mount of Olives, turned to two of the disciples and said, ‘‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them, and will send them back immediately.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      32 His acknowledgment of His popularity
    

    
      Jesus, when the Pharisees told Him to restrain the crowds rejoicing around Him, said, ‘‘I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      33 About the Holy City
    

    
      Jesus, approaching Jerusalem, wept over the city and said, ‘‘If you had known, even you, especially on this day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. Indeed, the days will come upon you when your enemies will dig a trench around you and surround you, and hem you in on every side. They will level you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will leave within you not one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      34 The beginning of the days of final judgment
    

    
      Jesus, when the disciples came saying that certain Greeks had come to the city and wanted to meet Him, said, ‘‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Most earnestly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? But it is for this purpose that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when a voice was heard from heaven saying. ‘‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again,’’ said, ‘‘This voice did not come for my sake, but for yours. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to myself. The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      35 Another conversation about faith as a physical agent
    

    
      Jesus, when He was hungry, passed a fig tree by the roadside, but when he saw that it had no fruit, He turned to it and said, ‘‘May no fruit ever come from you again and may no one ever eat from you again.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they passed the cursed tree the next morning and found it withered, turned to the disciples and said, ‘‘Have faith in God. Truly, I tell you, if you say to this mountain, ‘Be uprooted and thrown into the sea,’ and you do not doubt in your heart but believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      36 A prophecy about the destruction of the Temple
    

    
      Jesus, when His disciples called His attention to the beauty of the Temple, said, ‘‘You see all of these great buildings, do you not? But as for these things that you see, truly I tell you, the days will come when there will not be one stone left upon another that will not be torn down.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      37 Concerning the time of His approaching crucifixion
    

    
      Jesus, in preparing His disciples, said, ‘‘You know that in two days the Passover is coming and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      38 The use of extravagant devotion
    

    
      Jesus, when a female disciple was criticized for pour-ing an expensive aromatic oil on Him as He sat at table, said, ‘‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for me. For you have the poor always with you, and you can show them kindness whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. And truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what this woman has done will be told as a memorial to her.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      39 Instructions about their last meal together
    

    
      Jesus, speaking with two of His disciples about the approaching Passover, said, ‘‘Go and prepare the Passover that we may eat. Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, ‘‘My time is at hand. Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’’ ’ Then he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared. Make ready for us there.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      40 Final instruction about servant leadership
    

    
      Jesus, when challenged by Peter because He had begun washing the disciples’ feet as they sat at table, said, ‘‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand; for unless I wash you, you can have no share with me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Simon then asked to be washed completely, said, ‘‘Anyone who has bathed does not need washing, except for his or her feet, for he is entirely cleaned already. And you are clean, although not all of you.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He had finished washing their feet, sat down amongst them and said, ‘‘Do you understand what I have just done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and so you should, for that is what I am. If therefore, I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Truly, servants are not greater than their master, nor are those sent greater than the one who sent them. And if you know these things, happy are you if you do them.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      41 His direct instructions to them in preparation for His leaving them
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to them at their last supper together, said, ‘‘I have spoken these things to you so that you might not stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think that he or she is doing God’s work. And they do this because they have not known the Father or me. But I have said these things to you so that when that time comes you may remember that I told you about them.
    

    
      ‘‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going away to Him Who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ And because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate and Comforter will not come to you; but if I go away, I will send Him to you. And when He comes, He will convince the world about sin and about righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, be-cause I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.
    

    
      ‘‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but will speak whatever He hears, and He will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because He will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that He will take what is mine and declare it to you. A little while and you will no longer see me, and again a little while and you will see me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the disciples began to whisper about what His meaning was, said. ‘‘Are you questioning among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘A little while and you will no longer see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? Truly, I tell you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is in labor she is in agony, because her hour has come. But as soon as her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a human being has been brought into the world. Just so, you have pain now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. And on that day you will ask me nothing; truly I tell you, whatever you ask the Father in my name, He will give it to you. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.
    

    
      ‘‘I have told these things to you in metaphors. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech, but will tell you plainly of the Father. On that day you will ask in my name. I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I proceeded from God. I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world and am going to the Father.
    

    
      ‘‘Do you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has now come, when you will be scattered, everyone to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me. I have said this to you so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But be of good courage; I have conquered the world!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      42 The poignancy of betrayal and of human endings
    

    
      Jesus, as He sat at the Passover table with His disciples, said, ‘‘Truly I tell you, I know whom I have chosen, yet one of you will betray me that the scripture might be fulfilled that says, ‘He that eats with me has lifted up his heel against me.’ Indeed, one who is eating with me, one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me, will betray me, and I tell you this before it comes to pass so that you will know that I am He. For the Son of Man goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked who it was that should betray Him, said, ‘‘It is he to whom I shall give a sop of bread when I have dipped it.’’
    

    
      Jesus, asked by Judas if he were the one He meant, said, ‘‘You have said so. What you do, do quickly.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      43 His words concerning the bread and wine
    

    
      Jesus, turning to them, then said, ‘‘I have yearned to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer; for I tell you I shall no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.’’
    

    
      Jesus, as He broke the Passover bread, said, ‘‘Take this and divide it among yourselves and eat, for this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, taking a cup, said, ‘‘Drink you all from it, for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it new with you in the Kingdom of God.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      44 Instructions about the employment of worldly goods in the work of the Kingdom
    

    
      Jesus, talking to them at the Passover meal, said, ‘‘When I sent you out without a purse or bag or sandals, did you lack for anything?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they said they had lacked for nothing, then said, ‘‘But now, let anyone who has a purse, take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was reckoned among the lawless.’ And indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they said they had two swords with them, ‘‘It is enough.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      45 The new commandment
    

    
      Jesus, as soon as Judas had left the upper room, turned to them and said, ‘‘Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God glorified in him. And if God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in Himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a short while longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ But I give you a new commandment: that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, so also you should love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.
    

    
      ‘‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than that he lay down his life for a friend’s. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I no longer call you servants, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I ordained you to go and bring forth fruit that will last, that whatever you ask of the Father in my name, He may give you. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.
    

    
      ‘‘If the world hates you, you know that it hated me before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love its own. Because you are not of the world, for I have chosen you out of the world—therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they have persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they have kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know Him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, then they would not have sin; but now they have no way to cloak their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them works that no one else ever did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. But this comes to pass in order to fulfill the word that is written in their law, ‘They hated me without a cause.’ ’’
    

    
       
    

    
      46 The prophecy about their weakness and failure in the face of fear
    

    
      Jesus, cautioning them while they were still gathered in the upper room, said, ‘‘You will all stumble away because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’’ Jesus, when Simon Peter said he would follow Him wherever He went, said, ‘‘Simon, Simon, where I go you cannot follow me now, but you will follow me afterward; for truly I tell you, Satan has indeed asked for you that he may sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your own faith should not fail; and when you have returned to me, strengthen your brothers and sisters. For I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow twice this day before you have three times denied that you know me.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      47 His assertion of His salvific role
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to those left at table, said, ‘‘Let not your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you, I go to prepare a place for you; and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will surely come again and take you unto myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know both the place and the way where I am going; for I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Philip asked Him to show them the Father, said, ‘‘Have I been so long a time with you, Philip, and still you do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father Who dwells in me does His works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Verily I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.’’
    

    
      48 The promise of the coming of the Comforter and Advocate
    

    
      Jesus, looking around at those gathered at the Passover table, said, ‘‘If you love me, you will keep my command-ments. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Advocate whom I will send to you from the Father and who will be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father and whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. He will testify on my behalf and you also will testify on my behalf, because you have been with me from the beginning. You know Him, because He abides with you, and He will be in you.
    

    
      ‘‘I will not leave you comfortless and orphaned; I will come to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; and because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in the Father, and you are in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them. Those who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them, and We will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine but is from the Father Who sent me. I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Comforter and Advocate, the Holy Spirit, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      49 The benediction
    

    
      Jesus, as the Passover meal was ending, said, ‘‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. But not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming back again to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. From now on I will not talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded me so that the world may know that I love the Father.’’
    

    
      Jesus then said, ‘‘Arise, let us be on our way.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      50 His last prayer before them
    

    
      Jesus, when He was done speaking with the disciples, raised His eyes to heaven and said, ‘‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son so that the Son may glorify You, for You have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom You have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus, the Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on earth, I have finished the work that You gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in Your own Self with the glory that I had in Your presence before the world existed.
    

    
      ‘‘I have made Your name known to those whom You gave me out of the world. They were Yours, and You gave them to me, and they have kept Your word. Now they know that everything You have given me is from You; for the words that You gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know of a certainty that I came from You; and they have believed that You did indeed send me. I pray for them; I do not pray for the world, but on behalf of those whom You have given me, because they are Yours. All mine are Yours, and Yours are mine; and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to You.
    

    
      ‘‘Holy Father, keep these whom You have given me through Your name, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in the world, I kept in Your name those whom You had given me. I guarded them, and not one of them is lost except the son of perdition, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled. And now I come to You, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them Your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that You take them out of the world, but I ask You to keep them from the evil. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Make them holy in Your truth; Your word is truth. As You have sent me into the world, even so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.
    

    
      ‘‘I do not pray for these alone, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in You, so may they also be in Us, so that the world may believe that You have sent me. The glory that You have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as We are one; I in them and You in me, that they may be made perfect in one and that the world may know that You have sent me and have loved them even as You have loved me. Father, I will that these also, whom You have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which You have given me because You loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You have sent me. I have declared to them Your name and will declare it, so that the love with which You have loved me may be in them, and I in them.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      51 In the garden of Gethsemane
    

    
      Jesus, entering the Garden of Gethsemane, turned to the disciples and said, ‘‘Sit here and pray that you not enter into temptation, while I go over there and pray.’’
    

    
      Jesus, then taking Peter, James, and John aside, said, ‘‘My soul is deeply sorrowful, even unto death. Stay here and watch with me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, withdrawing a short way from the three, threw Himself on the ground and praying, said, ‘‘Abba, Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not my will but Your will be done.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He returned and found the three sleep-ing, said, ‘‘Simon, could you not watch with me for one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not fall into temptation, for the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’’
    

    
      Jesus, withdrawing from them again to pray, said, ‘‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, Your will be done.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He returned the third time and found them sleeping again, said, ‘‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      52 The arrest and His interpretation of it
    

    
      Jesus, when the armed crowd came to seize Him, said, ‘‘Whom do you seek?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they answered, ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth,’’ said, ‘‘I am he.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when He looked and saw Judas leading them, said, ‘‘Judas, why have you come? Would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss? Then, Friend, do what you are here to do.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when the crowd pulled back in fear, again said, ‘‘Whom do you seek?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they once more answered ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth,’’ said, ‘‘I have told you that I am he. If you really seek me, then let these others go.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter then drew a sword and cut off the ear of one of the servants of the High Priest to defend Him, said, ‘‘No more of this!’’
    

    
      Jesus, touching and restoring the man’s severed ear, turned to Peter and said, ‘‘Permit even this. Put your sword back into its sheath; for those who take up the sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father and He will at once provide me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled which say it must happen in this way; for the cup which my Father has given me is the cup I must drink.’’
    

    
      Jesus then turned to the armed crowd and said, ‘‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to take me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the Temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this is your hour and of the power of darkness. All this has taken place so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled, and let it be so.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      53 His claiming, before the High Priest, His divinity
    

    
      Jesus, standing bound before the High Priest and being ordered to declare if He were or were not the Son of God, said, ‘‘I spoke openly in the world. I even taught in the synagogue and the Temple, where the religious always resort; and I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me about such? Ask those who heard me what I have said. Indeed, they know exactly what I have said. Yet if I tell you, you will not believe me. And if I ask you, you will not answer me. But you have said I am Son of God, and I am. And I tell you that henceforth you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the power of God and coming with the clouds of heaven.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when an officer of the court struck Him for His words, said, ‘‘If I have spoken evil, prove it. If not, why strike me?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      54 Testimony before Pilate
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by Pilate, the governor, if He were King of the Jews, said, ‘‘You have said so; but did you say so of your own knowledge, or did others say it to you about me?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Pilate said he knew nothing of Judaism and asked what He had done to so provoke His fellow citizens, said, ‘‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, then my servants would fight so that I would not be delivered over to the Jews; but for now my kingdom is not from here. You say I am a king. To this very end I was born and for this I came into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when asked by Pilate why He did not fear him, said, ‘‘You could have no power at all over me unless it were given to you from above. For that reason, those who delivered me into your power have the greater sin.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      55 His prophecy about the end times
    

    
      Jesus, taunted by the crowd following Him on the road to Golgatha, turned to them and said, ‘‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      56 His words of forgiveness
    

    
      Jesus, when they had nailed Him onto the cross, said, ‘‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      57 His assigning of John as caregiver to Mary
    

    
      Jesus, when, from the cross, He saw His mother standing beside John, said, ‘‘Woman, behold your son.’’
    

    
      Jesus, speaking to John, said, ‘‘Behold, your mother.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      58 His resignation
    

    
      Jesus, knowing all things had now been accomplished, said, ‘‘I thirst.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      59 His granting of salvation to one of the robbers
    

    
      Jesus, hearing one of the robbers crucified with Him attesting to His being the Christ, turned to the man and said, ‘‘This day you will be with me in Paradise.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      60 His last words before Resurrection
    

    
      Jesus, at about the ninth hour, cried out and said, ‘‘
      Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 
      My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?’’
    

    
      Jesus, then breathing His last, said, ‘‘It is finished. Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.’’
    

    
       
    

    
       
    

    
      BOOK V: The Words of Post-Resurrection Encounters
    

    
       
    

    
      1 The first words
    

    
      Jesus, as Mary Magdalene stood outside His tomb weeping, came to her and said, ‘‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Mary supposed Him to be the groundskeeper and told Him of her crucified Lord, simply said, ‘‘Mary!’’
    

    
      Jesus, when she recognized and cried out to Him, said, ‘‘Do not touch me, for I have not yet ascended to my Father. But go instead to my brethren and say to them, ‘I ascend unto my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Mary Magdalene, with Mary the mother of James, was hastening to tell the other disciples about His empty tomb and the angel’s message that He had risen, made Himself apparent to both of them on the path and said, ‘‘All Hail! Rejoice!’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they fell on the ground to worship Him, said, ‘‘Do not be afraid; but go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee and there they will see me.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      2 His revealing of Himself as Messiah on the Emmaus road
    

    
      Jesus, on the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus, drew near to two who had followed Him before His crucifixion and were leaving the Holy City in sorrow on the third day after His burial. He feigned being a fellow traveler and said, ‘‘What kind of conversation is this that you are having as you walk along and are so sad?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they answered that He must surely be the only man in Jerusalem who had not heard of the things that had happened there, said, ‘‘What things?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they told Him that Jesus of Nazareth, a mighty prophet, had been crucified and that now some of the women who had followed Him were claiming to have seen Him resurrected and among them again, said, ‘‘Oh, foolish ones and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have said! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’’
    

    
       
    

    
      3 The infusion of the Spirit in His empowering of those gathered with Him
    

    
      Jesus, while His disciples and their companions were discussing earnestly what resurrection might be or mean, came among them and said, ‘‘Peace be with you.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they were frightened as if by seeing a ghost, said, ‘‘Why are you afraid, and why do doubts spring up in your hearts? Look here at my hands and my feet; see that it is I, myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’’
    

    
      Jesus then said, ‘‘Have you anything here to eat?’’
    

    
      Jesus, after He had eaten the broiled fish they gave Him, said, ‘‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything writ-ten about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled. Thus it is written that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, begin- ning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And even as my Father has sent me, so I am sending you.’’
    

    
      Jesus then breathed on them and said, ‘‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive will be forgiven them; and whose sins you do not forgive will not be for-given. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      4 The conversation with Thomas
    

    
      Jesus, on the eighth day, came among them and said, ‘‘Peace be with you.’’
    

    
      Jesus then, seeing Thomas, the Doubter, there among them, said, ‘‘Reach here your fingers and feel my hands, and reach out your hand and thrust it into my side; and be not faithless, but believing.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Thomas began to reverence Him, said, ‘‘Thomas, because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who, not having ever seen me, nonetheless believe.’’
    

    
       
    

    
      5 The prophecy to Peter of his martyrdom
    

    
      Jesus, after the disciples had been fishing all night in the sea of Tiberias, appeared on the shore and calling out to them on their boat, and said, ‘‘My children, have you anything to eat?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when they told Him no, said, ‘‘Throw your net out on the right side of the boat, and you will find fish.’’
    

    
      Jesus, as soon as they had caught a great draught of fish and brought it ashore, said, ‘‘Bring the fish you have just caught.’’
    

    
      Jesus, who had built a fire and brought bread, took the fish and said, ‘‘Come, eat.’’
    

    
      Jesus, after they had eaten, turned to Peter and said, ‘‘Simon, son of Jonas, do you love me more than these?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter said he loved Him more than others, said, ‘‘Feed my sheep.’’
    

    
      Jesus, a second and third time, addressed Peter and said, ‘‘Simon, son of Jonas, do you love me?’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter the third time asserted his love for Him, said, ‘‘Feed my sheep, for verily I tell you that when you were young, you put on your clothes and walked wherever you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will bind you and carry you where you do not wish to go.
    

    
      ‘‘Follow me.’’
    

    
      Jesus, when Peter asked what John would do, said, ‘‘If I desire that he tarry until I come, what business is that of yours. You, follow me!’’
    

    
       
    

    
      6 The words of Ascension
    

    
      Jesus, when the disciples had come to the mountain in Galilee appointed by Him as their gathering place, came to them and said, ‘‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. You have heard from me that John baptized with water, but that you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. Go then and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
    

    
      ‘‘Preach the good news to every creature; for those who believe and are baptized will be saved, but those who do not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.
    

    
      ‘‘It is not for you to know the times or the seasons that the Father has in His own authority; but you will receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and in Samaria, and to the very ends of the earth. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’’
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